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Delwar talks of death
threat to call it quits

Party cannot be crippled for a person: Saifur

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
BNP chief Khaleda Zia-appointed
secretary general of the party,
Khandaker Delwar Hossain, yester-
day alleged that his and his family
members' lives were threatened by
a'certain quarter'.

He claimed that the threat was
for forcing him to resign from his
current party post and to exclude
the detained party chairperson
fromtheleadership

Meanwhile, Maj (retd) Hafiz
Uddin Ahmed, who had been
appointed as the new secretary
general of the party by a national
standing committee [NSC) meet-
ing on Monday night, categorically
said at a news briefing in former
finance minister Saifur Rahman's
house yesterday that those who do
not accept the decision made by
the highest policy making forum of
the organisation also do not have
the right to claim themselves as the
bearers of BNP politics.

With the rivaling speeches, BNP
is now formally divided in two
factions, although both the fac-
tions seem to believe that the cloud
of chaos will be cleared soon as
they hope Khaleda Zia willsend her
message regarding the matter

Babar jailed for 17yrs

BNP leader Khandaker Delwar Hossain talks to newspersons on his Birdem

Hospital bed in the capital yesterday.

through her lawyer, who is sched-
uled to meethertoday.

"They came into my house on
Sunday night and told me that |
would have Lo agree to resign from
my post, accept the new chairper-
son and secretary general of their
choice, and would have to join
Monday's standing commitiee
meeting, or else the lives of my
family members and my own
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would be in danger,” Delwar
Hossain tld journalists from a
hospital bed in Birdem about the
threateners, while terming the NSC
meeting held in Saifur's house as
illegal and unethical by the stan-

dard of the party canstitution
Claiming himself as the legiti-
maie secretary general of the party
he said the party is united under
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

over illegal arms i

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday senienced
detained former state minister for
home Lutfozzaman Babar to 17
years' rigorous imprisonment (RI)
for possessing illegal firearms and
ammunition at his Gulshan resi-
dence inthe capital.

Defence lawyers rejected the
verdict terming the case false and
fabricated, and said they would file
an appeal with the higher court
against the judgement after getting
acopy ofit.

Judge Sayed Jahed Mansur of
the Metropolitan Special Tribunal-
9 handed down the sentence in a

packed courtroom at 12:45pm in

presence of the four-party alliance

government's influential minister
Babar was convicted for keep

Mobile Court
Ordinance
promulgated

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government on Monday night
promulgated the Mobile Court
Ordinance 2007 empowering the
executive magistrates lo convene
impromptu mobile courts and deal
out punishments for certain
offences.

The ordinance will come into
effect from tomorrow, the day
slated for separation of the judi-
ciary from the executive.

The council of advisers on
Sunday approved the ordinance,
which also bar people from suing
the executive magistrates or others
involved with the mobile courts for
any inadvertent harm done to the
accused by their decisions while
acting in good faith.

The ordinance gives any gov-
ernment official or executive

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

ing an unlicensed revolver and 25
bullets of .32 bore rifle in his pos-
session. The court awarded 10
years' RI for possessing illegal
firearms under Section 19(A) of the
Arms Act, and seven years’ RI for
possessing ammunition under
Section 19 (F) of the same Act.

The verdict was given in the first
case out of two filed against the
former state minister since he was
arrested at his Gulshan residence
on May 28.

Under tight security, Babar was
produced before the court at
12:15pm frem Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University

SEE PAGE 2 COL S5

www.thedailystar.net

No place for
acting chairman,
secy gen in BNP
constitution

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The constitution of BNP does not |

have a provision for acting chair-
man and acting secretary general
and empowers the party chief to
run the party unilaterally, even
dissolve allimportant committees.
Only the chief is authorised to
convene a meeting of the party
standing committee and he or she
will preside over it as the commit-

tee chief.
But some standing committee
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Nine militants
handed over to
PS after probe

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The nine people arrested for their
direct and ‘indirect involverment
with the August 21 grenade blasts
at an Awami League (AL} rally in
2004 were handed over to the
police stations concerned yester-

day after primary interrogation.
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
recently arrested the nine with
suspected links to Harkat ul-Jihad-
i-Islami (Huji) and seized 16 Arges-
84 grenades, four firearms and 60
kilograms of explosives and other
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Yaba raid yields cache ot
Tk 50 crore wealth

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
vesterday seized diamond and gold
ormaments, alcoholic beverages,
bonds, shares and foreign and local
currencies estimated to be around
Tk 50 crore in all, raiding
Dhanmondi residence of Hotel
Purbani International’s managing
director.

They however could not arrest
the owner, Mahbubur Rahman
Joynal.

A team of the elite crime busters
entered the house on road No. 27
acting on a tip-off that "Yaba girl
Nikita" alias Ena alias Zannatul
Ferdousihad been holed up there.

Rab said half an hour before the
raid began at 12:30am Joynal and
Nikita drove out of the house.
Nikita's father Abdun Noor
claimed that his daughter is
Joynal's wife but Rab suspects she
is his girlfriend.

Suspecting that a huge cache of
Yaba pills might be stashed inside,
the Rab men searched the house
and seized shares of different
companies worth around Tk 28
crore, bonds worth Tk 1 crore, local
currency Tk 51.10 lakh, currencies
of at least 15 countries, 38 credit
cards of as many local and foreign
banks, 17 bank cheques, and dia-
mond and gold ornaments worth

Sector commanders
to sue war criminals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The Sector Commanders' Forum
yesterday decided to file cases
against the war criminals and
called upon all to identify them at
the grassroots level and send the
lists of names to the forum.

Protesting Jamaat-e-Islami
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojaheed’s recent
remarks on the Liberation War and
genocide of 1971, the commanders
of different sectors of the
Liberation War demanded his
immediate arrest and trial.

At a press conference organised
by the forum at the Liberation War
Museum auditorium, they also
demanded punishment to former

Regulatory reforms body
formed to overhaul rules

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday
formed a 17-member Regulatory
Reforms Commission (RRC) in a
bid to everhaul outdated adminis-
trative rules and regulations with
specific focus on removing botile-
necks for economic investment,
commerce and trade.

"The Regulatory Reforms
Commussion has been formed tq
prepare recommendalions aim-
ing to modernise the existing rules
and regulations after necessary
reform and review,"” stated a gov
ernment notification.

With a tenure of one year, the
commission will be chaired by
former adviser and cabinet secre-
tary Akbar Ali Khan and include
former adviser Manjur-e-Elahi,

RELIGION—EXPLO-ITING PARTIES
CEC agrees in principle
to proposal for a ban

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) ATM Shamsul Huda yester-
day agreed in principle to a pro-
posal placed by Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal for imposing a ban on political
parties based onreligion.

"A consensis has been reached
over this issue. We'll see later how
we can implement it," CEC Huda
said during talks on electoral
reforms with a ]S (Inu) delegation
following arguments about the
crucial issue.

(Quoting article 38 of the consti-
tution and section 20 of the Special
Powers Act, the JSD leaders argued
that it is illegal and a punishable
offence to form or run a political

party based onreligion.

The EC will be accused of violat-
ing the constitutional oath taken to
preserve and protect the constitu-
tion if it gives registration to any
such political party, the leaders
argued.

"We'll examine the issue again in
the light of the constitution and
hope you [ISD] will also study it
further. We may hold more discus
sions onit," Election Commissioner
Muhammed Sohul Hussain said
duringthe talks

The EC response came follow
ing growing demands from differ

ent quarters to keep religion-based |

political parties and war criminals
outofpolls
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

former secretary Abdul Muyeed
Chowdhury, FBCCI president, two
prominent economists and gov-
ernment secretaries and execu-
tives concerned

The commission will come into
effect once the government issues
a gazette notification, expected
today, according to government
SOUrces.

The RRC would also be
authorised to hire experts on
particular issues, who would then
be needed to be incorporated
through another gazette notifica-
tion.

The notification stated the
Board of Investment (BOL) would
serve as the secretariat for the
RRC, while the BOI executive
chairman will serve as the mem-
ber-secretary of the commission.

Dr Wazed visits
Hasina in jail

Starr CORRESPONDENT

Dr Wazed Miah yesterday visited
his detained wife Awami League
(AL) chief Sheikh Hasina at the sub-
jail on the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
premises.

This was the first visit of Dr
Wazed, a nuclear scientist, to his
detained wife after her arrest on
July 16.

The detained former prime
minister became emotional as she
met her husband who has been
suffering from heart disease, dia-

betes and other complications,
sources said. Wazed was accompa-
nied by four of their relatives.
During the hour-long meeting,
Sheikh Hasina and her husband,
talked mainly about their family
issues, sources said. They also
enquired about each other's
health |
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4 |

The commission also has the
power Lo gather information from
government, semi-government,
autonomous or private organisa-
tions, according to the notifica-
tion.

In relation to investment, trade
and commerce issues, the commis-
sion will also be able 1o receive
recommendations from national,
regional and international devel-
opment partners, and the soon-to-
be-formed Bangladesh Better
Business Forum and its working
groups.

The government notification
explained, "In the present era of
globalisation and regional cooper-
ation the huge number of existing
rules of the country are not suitable
foradynamic administration,”

SEE PAGE 15COL 5
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secretary Shah Abdul Hannan for
describing the Liberation War as a
"civil war"., Hannan denied the
sacrifice of the country's people for
the independence of the nation,
they said.

Air Vice Marshal (retd) AK
Khandker, who was the deputy
chief of staff of the liberation forces
in 1971, said these persons have
played seditious roles by denying
the country's constitution and
existence and their statements are
part of a hatred conspiracy to erase
the history and identity of the
nation.

Most leaders of the Jamaat-e-
Islami were the collaborators of the
Pakistanis in committing war

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

39 Bangladeshi
workers held
in Malaysia

UNB, Dhaka

Malaysian police on Monday
arrested 39 Bangladesh nationals
following a gang fight involving
Bangladeshis and locals in Johor
Baru of Malaysia.

The fight started near a foreign
workers' hostel in Taman Kota
Puteri, Masai at 10:20pm. Police
rounded up the 39 Bangladeshis
after the clash, reported Malaysia
Star.

Johor Baru's acting CID Chief
Assistant Commissioner Che
Yusoff Che Ngah said the two local
workers and five Bangladeshis
suffered injuries and were brought
toanearby clinic for treatment.

“Initial investigations showed
that four locals, who were hired to
relocate the workers to another
place, had injured some of the
workers, This angered the workers,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

ill-gotten money to BB

STAR REPORT
A total of 25 individuals and busi-
ness firms on Sunday deposited Tk
424 crore of their ill-gotten money
to the central bank.

Of the amount, Tk 410 crore was
deposited locally and $ 2 million or

nearly Tk 14 crore, smuggled out,

abroad during the last few years,
was broughtback from abroad.
The individuals and firms that
deposited the money on Sunday
are Giasuddin Al Mamun, a busi-
nessman and friend of Tarique
Rahman, Lutfozzaman Babar,
former state minister for home
affairs, Rezaul Karim, director of
Orion Group, Wakil Ahmed, an
Awami League leader, Noor Ali, a
businessman, Amin Mohammad
Foundation, National Bank Lid, AB

Bank Foundation, 5§ Alam Group,
Eastern Housing, Bangladesh Ship
Breakers' Association, Partex
Group and Bashundhara Group

As of Sunday, the amount of
illegally earned money received by
the Bangladesh Bank (BB) totalled
Tk 877 crore. The bank received Tk
436 crore from April through
August and $ 2.5 million or near
about Tk 18 crore in last month
alone, said sources,

The first time in the history of
the country the central bank made
such illegal money rerrieval was in
April this year when seven busi-
nessmen deposited Tk 270 crore of
their illegal money following the
government's anti-corruption
drives.

The joint forces investigating

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

several crore taka, alcoholic bever-
ages and two passports.

During the swoop, they also
took hold of some documents to
knowaboutJoynal's businesses.

After over 16 hours, Rab made a
seizure list with the assistance of
National Board of Revenue (NBR)
officials.

The NBR will examine Joynal's

income tax files to know whether
he had declared the wealth in his

income taxreturns.
The crime busters also seized
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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Rab puts on display a huge haul of gold, diamonds, foreign liquor and currencies worth about Tk 50 crore
recovered from the house of Hotel Purbani MD in Dhanmondi yesterday.

Hzgh hopes, hurdles as

judiciary to start new era

JULFIKAR ALI MANIK

The country tomorrow sees the
much-awaited implementation of
the constitutional provision for
separation of the judiciary from the
executive, which has been ignored
by political and military govern-
ments over the last 36 years.

From tomorrow all magistrate
courts across the country will come
out of the executive control and
continue operating under the
authority of the Supreme Court
(S5C).

The separation nourishes big
hopes of ensuring smooth func-
tioning and absolute independ-

ence of the judiciary but also faces
afew problems initially.

According to the constitution,
"The state shall ensure the separa-
tion of the judiciary from the exec-
utive organs of the state.” But, the
provision has remained neglected
since formulation of the constitu-
tionin 1972,

The SC gave a directive in 1999
for the separation, but successive
governments deliberately delayed
fulfilling the constitutional
demand.

The present non-party care-
taker government started initia-
tives for separating the judiciary in
January after assuming power.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed will inaugurate the historic
event at the China-Bangladesh
Friendship Conference Centre at
10:30am tomorrow by declaring
the Dhaka District Judicial
Magistracy and the Dhaka District
Metropolitan Magistracy.

Chief Justice M Ruhul Amin will
attend the programme as special
guest while Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Adviser
Mainul Hoseinwill preside over the
ceremony.

Around 600 executive magis-
trates entrusted by the administra-
tion with judicial job will return to

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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