Bayern Munich midfielder Ze Roberto (C) traps the ball ahead of Borussia Dortmund midfielder Jakub Blaszaykumltl during lhuir Bundesliga clash at

smnalldumPark on Sunday.

Hamburg cut Bayern's lead

AFP, Berlin

Hamburg cut
Bayern
Munich's lead
atthetopofthe
Bundesliga
back to four
points on
Sunday after
their Belgian
, defender
Vincent Kompany struck to give them
a1-Owinover Duisburg.

Bayern were held to a 0-0 draw at
forussia Dortmund, so Hamburg's
winat Duisburg shaves two points off
Munich's lead at the wp of the
Hundesligatable.

But Hamburgcoach Huub Stevens
wirned against any ideas of Bayern's
domination beingbroken;

champions at the end of the season,”
saidStevens.

"Weare anthe rightpath, butthere
is still a long way before Bayern are
really threatened.”

For Dortmund coachThomas Doll
his side’s 0-0 draw was a disappoint-

ing result depite Borussia going close
to beating Bayern who are chasing
their 215t crown as German champi-
ons.

"Tam a bit annoyed we wasted our
chancestowinthegame,” said Doll.

"It is not usual to get so many
chances agninst Bayern, but we can
buildonthat.

"We certainly created our chances
inthesecond half."

Bayern Munich boss Ottmar
Hitzfeld said his side were below-par
after their 3-2 UEFA Cup win at Red
Star Belgrade onThursday night.

"A point at Dortmund is never
bad," said Hitzfeld.

"Particularly since we were very
tired, the game in Belgrade took some
of our strength out of us and we were
only 70 per cent of what we should

i « havebeen."
i e M am gtill quite sure Bayém will be.

 While Bayern controlled the first.
half, Dortrund dominated the sec-
ond and missed a string of chances 1o
winthegame.

Bayern's best opportunity came
when theyhitthecrossbartwiceon37
minutes: after Argentinian defender
Martin Demichelis lobbed in a shot

from 30 metres, Klose clipped the bar
secondslater.

It was 0-0 at half-time, but Klose
hadagood chance justafter the break,
but Dortmund 'keeper Roman
Weidenfellerblocked hisshot.

Thehomesiderised theirgameas
Dortmund's Croatian midfielder
Miaden Petric was left with hishead in
his handson the hourmark as his shot
flewjustoverthecrossbar,

And moments later Polish
midfielder Jakub Blaszezykowski
went close on 61 minutes as his shot
just missed the target and midfielder
Florian Kringe also hit the post as
Dortmund poured forward,

They may be the only unbeaten
side in the league, but Bayern were
lucky to leave Dortmund's Signal
IdunaParkwithapoint.

Hamburg went second with a win

- rover second-from-bottom: Duisburg

after Kompany gave them the lead on
37 minutes,

‘Their domination finally paid off
when Piotr Trochowski floated in a
free-kick and Kompany slammed his
shothome.

The guests were never really tested

PHOTO: AFP

by aDuisburgside who havejustthree
wins to their name after 11 games this
season.

Werder Bremen are third in the
table after their 1-1 dmwmth Schalke
04 onSaturday:.

An early free-kick by Carlos
Grossmueller at Schalke's Veltins-
Arena was cancelled out by Bremen's
defender Naldo heading a first-half
goal in an electric game with both
sides squandering numerous
chances.

Hertha Berlin enjoyed a 2-0 win
over VIL. Bochum when defender
Marcel Maltritz turned the ballinto his
own net in the first half before striker
Marko Pantelic added the second on
35minutes.

Wolfsburg are up to seventh in the
table after their 3-1 home win over
German Cupholders Nuremberg.

Bottom side Energie Cotthus drew’
1-1 with Arminia Bielefeld thanks to
an injury-time equaliser and Hansa
Rostock drew 0-0 with fourth-placed
Karlsruhe.

On Friday night, midtable
Hanover and Eintracht Frankfurt
thrashedouta0-0draw.

Grant promises
'many’ titles
INTERNET, undated

Avram Grant has promised Chelsean
hatful of Premier League titles if they
followthe planhels puttingin place.

Jose Mourinho's successor is not
talking up their chances this season
after the turmoil the club has been
through, but insists he will deliver in
time.

The Israeli knows that there are
still doubters, even after Chelsea's 6-
0 demolition of Manchester City on
Saturday, but has warned that his
sidecangetbetterstill

He said: “What we are doing now
will affect Chelsea for many years.
And if we are successful in what we
are trying to achieve, then Chelsea
will takemanytitles,

"We are in the process of trying to
play positive football and we are
goingintherightway.

“Even good players can become
better if they move into the right
positions at certain times and play
quicker because we wanttomove the
ball quicker.”

Chelsea face Leicester in the

on Wednesday in confi-
dentum after goals from Michael
Essien, two from Didier Drogba, Joe
Cole, Salomon Kalou and Andriy
Shevchenko against City moved
them intofourth placein the league.
| Fra.nk!.amp'\rd pulled the strings
and he insists it is about players, not
managets, at Chelsea,warning
Leicester they are coming to
StamfordBridge at the wrong time.

He said: “Teams who come to
Chelsea should be worried if we're at
aur best. When you're missing big
players you sometimes struggle to
get the results you were getting
before but now we're back. We're
missing John Terry and Ashley Cole
and when l.hefre back we'll be even

2?ta a.l] about players and the

players went out there against
Ckywere doingtheirstuff."
 Lamp has been jeered by

recently and fallen
b Steven Gerrard and Gareth
Barryinthepeckingorder.
© Buthes$aid: "The England thingis
nﬂtunpotﬁnnomealmemnmem.
5 al's important is playing well
for Chelses . Lfeel like I'm on the top
g5 1 '.il've got no quesnonsl o
G happy with what I've

L ewyears.

s Ti.n tl'li:rpast I've dropped below
the standards [ want to set. What
player doesn't? But when you get to
the top people are waiting for you to
come down. It doesn't bother me.
['ve gotnothingto prove.”

Valencia sack Flores

INTERNET, undared

c‘@'a

Valencia have
parted company
with coach Quique
SanchezFlores,
The Valencia
board took the
decision to release

‘ :15—
Sanchez Flores
following a meet-

ing overnight, just

hours after the team's 3-0 Primera
Ligadefeatat Sevilla.

Reserve-team coach Oscar
Fernandez has been put in tempo-
rary charge of the team.

Valencia's defeat to Sevilla at the
RamonSanchez Pizjuancamehaton
the heels of the team's 2-0
Champions League loss at
Rosenborglastweek.

In all, Valencia have now lost four
oftheirlastfive competitive matches,
having previously won seven on the
trot beforeseeing thatrunended by a
2-1 loss to Chelsea in Europe earlier
thismonth.

A statement issued by the club
read: "The Valencia board met and
after analysing the technical report
given by the sporting director
(Miguel Angel Ruiz) on the situation
of the first team, which was consid-
ered [rreversible after the latest
matches in the league and
Champions League, have taken the
decisiontodismiss the coach Quique

Sanchez Flores and name as provi-
sional coach of the first team Oscar
Fernandez, currently in charge of
Valencia Mestalla."

Valencia's next match pits them
against reigning Spanish champlions
and current Primera Liga leaders
Real Madrid at the Mestalla on
Wednesday.

Sanchez Flores leaves with
Valencia in fourth spot in La Liga,
fourpoints behind pacesetters Real.

At the halfway point of the
Champions League group stages,
Los Che are third in Group Bon three
points, a point behind Rosenborg
and fouradrift ofleaders Chelsea.

The 42-year-old Sanchez Flores
took charge ofValencia in the sum-
mer of 2005 after replacing Claudio
Ranieri, and led the team to a third-
placed finish in his first season and a
top-fourspotlastterm.

Sanchez Flores represented
Valencia, Real Madrid, Real Zaragoza
and Spain as a player before making
his mark as a coach with Real
Madrid's youth team and then
Getafe.

And he believes he can leave
Valencia with his "head held very
high".

Speakingata press conference on
Monday, Flores declared his belief
that Valencia had been on target to
achieve their objectives for the sea-
son under his guidance, but added
that in many ways his dismissal had

possible. We are grateful for the good

comeas arelief,
"I am going convinced that we
re prepared to achieve our objec-
mms. ut we will accept the decision
with goodwill if it is the solution for
Valencia," hesaid.

"I leave with my head held very
high, like all good Valencianistas,
wishing Valencia the best for the
future.

"I have a slight feeling of pain, but
alsooneofrelief. They havebeenvery
difficult years, rather lonely ones. I
loseajob, butl getmylifeback.”

Sanchez Flores added: "I hope
(the club) achieves their goals. [ have
achieved atypeofobjective in thelast
two years and [ left the club higherup
inthetable thanwhenItookover.

"Thope the titles arrive as soon as

times, the complicated dmes, the
happytimes.

"I would like to thank the sup-
porters for being so demanding
because that will make us greater
always. I would also like to thank the
board members for choosing me
and [ hope theycangoontobuilda
bigproject.

"Thope theydemand as muchof
the next man, as the fans want. I
have told the players to be profes-
sional, show honesty and intensity,
and to help the new coach so that
they can perform to the standards
which the fans and history of this
clubdeserve."

Rafael Benitez painted the result as
two points dropped by Liverpool, but
itis the loss of two players that could
have the greater impact on Anfield's
season as Fernando Torres and Xabi
Alonso limped back into the treat-
mentroom.

The Spanish pair, cited by their
manager as integral to any Liverpool
revival before kick-off, are facing
lengthyabsencesalter recurrencesof
recent injuries in a game that leaves
Benftez's team unbeaten but six
points behind the league leaders.
Torres was withdrawn at half-time
with a repeat of the adductor strain
he sustained with Spain a fortnight
ago. Heis expected to be absent fora
similar spell after Benitez admitted
the £26.5m striker had been rushed
back to help repair Liverpool's falter-

injuries
ingform.

It is Alonso, however, who will
represent the more significant loss if,
as feared, scans confirm an aggm-
vated metatarsal injury that had kept
him out for six weeks before yester-
day’s draw. The Spanish midfielder
landed awkwardly after an aeral
challenge on the Arsenal goalkeeper,
Manuel Almunia, and had to be
helped to his feet and from the pitch
by the Liverpool club doctor. A repeat
of the metatarsal injury would keep
him out beyond the six weeks he
served for the initial fracture, suffered
atPortsmouthonSeptember 15,

"Maybe it will be less with Torres
this time but Xabi has damaged his
foot again," confirmed Benftez, who
mustalso await scan results today on
Javier Mascherano, the Argentinian
midfielder who also injured a foat
towards the end of the game. "Xabi
felt something in his foot and it is
clear thereis somethingwrong."

"I'd asked Torres if he was OK

mount

. before Cesc Fibregas's equaliser and

before the game and he said he was,
but in the end we had to use Crouch
who was very good. We were pushing
him to play against Besiktas but in the
end we decided he wasn't fully fit and
should use him for this game instead.
We missed his pace in Istanbul, We
knew Arsenal would have a lot of
possession and so we would need
Torres for the counter-attack."

An impressive Arsenal team
struck the post twice in the second
half and squandered both rebounds

Benftez said: "If you analyse the
chances thatwe had then [ think you
cansaywe dropped two points, butif
you analyse the whole game then
you have to say they deserved to
score." He insisted the draw or the
respective performances would
have no bearing on the title race,
"We are only six points behind and
it is a long race. The commitment
of the players really pleased me,"

- g

he said,

ORT

Referee dropped
after blunder

INTERNET, undated

Italian referee Mauro Bergonzi will
not officiate in this week's matches
and looks set to be dropped for a
longer period after wrongly award-
ing two penalties against Juventus
on Saturday.

Juve lost 3-1 at Napoli having
been level at 1-1 before Maurizio
Domizzi converted both contro-
versial spotkicks.

Bergonzi decided Giorgio
Chiellini fouled Ezequiel Lavezzi
despite replays showing he won the
ball and the official pointed to the
spot again after former Juve striker
Marcelo Zalayeta dived over keeper
Gianluigi Buffon.

The referee has not been
selected for any of Tuesday's Serie
B games or Wednesday's Serle A
matches, the Italian Soccer
Federation Web site (www.figc.it)
said.

Media reports have said refer-
ees' chief Pierluigi Collina could
now ban Bergonzi for as much asa
month and then keep him in Serie
Bforlonger.

Anonline petition asking for the
referee to be struck off has received
thousands of signatures on a well-
known Juventus fan Web site.

Zalayeta could also face a sus-
pension for diving when the
league's disciplinary committee
meet this week.

Juventus boss Claudio Ranieri
said he hoped his club were not
being victimised because of their
role in last year's match-fixing
scandal, which involved clubs
securing favourable referees.

Juve were stripped of two titles
and demoted in the affair but won
promotion straight back to the top
flightlast term.

"We have already paid for the
past, two championships and a
relegation. We want to be treated
like everyone else," he told [talian
media.

Redknapp
extends deal

INTERNET, undated

Portsmouth manager Harry
Redknapp has signed a new contract
which will keep him at Fratton Park
until 2011, the club have confirmed.
The 60-year-old Pompey boss,
who had been linked to succeed
Martin Jol at Spurs before the
appointment of Juande Ramos, has
been rewarded for his team's fine

 startto the season.

With Pompey t:urrcmly lylng
seventh in the Barclays Premier
League, the Fratton Park club have
moved to secure the manager's
future.

Redknapp said in a statement
I'm delighted. Since returning to
Fratton Park I have had nothing but
the utmost support from the owner
Sacha Gaydamakand chiefexecutive
Peter Storrie.

‘They have backed me 100% in
the ransfer market and [ am genu-
inely excited about the group of
playersIhave withmeherenow.

‘The club as a whole is moving in

theright direction with excitingnews |

off the filed with a new training

ground coming next year and a

fabulous new state-of-the-art sta-
dium also in the pipeline,' added
Redknapp, who left the club during
the reign of previous chairman Milan
Mandaricbefore returning to Fratton
Park.

'It's a great place ta be right now
andIcanonlyseethatgettingbetter.'

Chief executive Storrie added:
‘Obviously it's a great coup for us to
have one of the best managers in the
business pledging his long-term
future to theclub.

"Harry has done a great job, first
rescuing the club from the jaws of
relegation and then building a team
now strong enough to push for a
European place.'

Rooney delight
at partnership

INTERNET. undated

Manchester United ace Wayne
Rooney has stated playing along-
side new strike partner Carlos
Tevezis 'brilliant’.

Although many were unsure
whether the duo could play in the
same side, their recent form has put
any lingering question marks aver
theircompatibility firmly to bed.

Tevez netted twice in Saturday's
4-1 win over Middlesbrough at Old
Trafford while Rooney extending
his scoring run to seven games
afterbagging United'ssecond.

Although Rooney acknowledges
both players like operating just
hehind the opposition's midfield,
the former Everton man believes
he has adapted his game to accom-
madate Tevez.

"Playing with Carlas is bril-
liant," he told MUTV. "He's a clever
player, very intelligent, and I think
we both work well together,

"We've both been scoring a few
goals lately so we're pleased with
that. [ know, it's my job to score
goals and [ try and score in every
gamelplay.

"I'm not getting too Involved
with the build-up play but I've
started to score 'easy' goals which
I've neverreally done.

"I know where Carlos plays - just
in behind the opposition's
midfield. Thatis where [ like to play
as well, but [ feel as if [ can change
my game to whoever [ play with,"

AFP, Liverpool

Arsene Wenger
believes his
Arsenal side are

;| showing the
\ BARCLAYS mark of champl-
ons after returning to the head of
the Premier League table following
the 1-1 draw with Liverpool at
Anfield.

Arsenal recovered after falling
behind to an early Steve Gerrard
strike to equalise through Cesc
Fabregas with 10 minutes remain-
ing to move ahead of second-
placed Manchester United on goals
scored with agame inhand on their
nearestrivals.

The display demonstrated a
level of determination and resolve
within Wenger's side that has so far
been overlooked during their
impressivestart to the campaign.

And the manager believes that,
with Manchester United due to
visit the Emirates Stadium next
weekend, the performance against
Liverpool will alert others to
Arsenal'stitle credentials.

"I was pleased with the perfor-
mance and attitude of the team,"
Wenger said.

"I thought they showed fantas-
tic quality today to come back after
going behind in the first few min-
utes against a team that is so strong
on counter-attack and on set-
pieces.

"And they have also shown
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Arsenal assure Wenger

fantastic mental strength and
togetherness. [ feel we have come
out of our first big test looking very
strong.

"We played without nerves or
any restrictions. We played the
game we wanted to play based on
our technical qualities and move-
ment. [can't faultthe players.

"I have always been confident
about our hopes since the begin-
ning of the season. But [ hope we
have convinced a few more people.
In my opinion we have the talent to
keep on fighting for the champion-
ship.".

Arsenal offered flashes of their
ability last season but failed to find
the consistency needed to sustaina
meaningful title challenge. Wenger,
though, believes his young side has
developed a new-found maturity
that means they are a much stron-
ger proposition this time around.

"They are growing as a team and
getting more mature,” he added.
"Last year we were seven points
behind the lead after the first three
games but are feeling the benefitof
agood startthis season.

"Now we are going into another
big test (against Manchester
United) but we will go into it feeling
even stronger on the back of
today's performance.”

Liverpool manager Rafael
Henitez is facing a growing list of
injury problems to add to his disap-
pointment at seeing his side fail to
hang onto the lead against the

leagueleaders.

Record singing ch;mdn lorres
was withdrawn at half-time after
suffering a recurrence of a groin
problem that forced him to miss
last weekend's Merseyside derby
and the midweek Champions
League clash with Besiktas.

And Xabi Alonso pulled up with
ametatarsal problem on his return
after a six week absence with the
same problem. To add to Benitez's
woes, Javier Mascherano finished
the game limping and will have a
scan this weekonhis foot,

"We had problems with Torres
and Alonso,” the manager said.
"Torres is the same injury in his
groin area and Alonso had dam-
aged a metatarsalagain.

"Maybe Torres's injury isn't as
bad but we couldn't use his pace.
He wasn't fitand we don'tknow yet
howlonghe willbe out.

"We don't know if Alonso has
broken his foot but he felt some-
thing and we will have to see what
the full extentof the injury is.”

Benitez refused to add his name
to the growing listof Arsenal ad mir-
ers insisting Liverpool's own title
challenge was still alive and kick-

ing.

"At this moment they are play-
ing well and you can see they are a
very good side," he added. "Butlt's
too early, for example we are six
points behind but there a lot of
gamesleft."

Lyon pip PSG

AFP, Paris

Ten-man six-
time reigning
champions Lyon
hung on to beat
Paris Saint
Germain 3-2 on
Sunday to leave a
question mark over the future of PSG
coach Paul Le Guen and Marseille
alsotookaknockthis weekend.

The victary put Lyon four points
ahead at the top of the French league
table but this fourth consecutive
home defeat for PSGleft themin 15th
place.

Meanwhile on Saturday,
Marseille had a catastrophic match.
They slumped to a a humiliating 2-1
defeat at Sochaux including two
headed own goals and a penalty miss
leaving themn third frormbottom.

It has all gane pear-shaped for Le
Guen recently, and PSG, in crisis for
much of the last decade, have not
changed thatcontroversial pattern.

Hatem Ben Arfa scored twice for
Lyon, and though Pauletaalso scored
twice for PSG in the second half, it
was not enough to level the scores
although Lyon's Anderson was sent
offsixminutes after thebreak.

Le Guen said afterwards: "We did
the best we could but Lyon deserved

to win and played to a higher stan-
dard. There aren't manyteams which
havealotofchances againstLyon."

And on their home slump, he
added: "Tdo think we have the ability
towinmatchesathomewiththetype
of commitment and attitude the
players are showing, It's worring at
themomentbutlamvery hopeful for
future matches."

Marseille's French league slump
continued also.

Mamadou Niang even put the
Riviera club ahead after just nine
minutes but own goals from both
Ronald Zubar on the half hour and
then Laurent Bonnartseven minutes
after the break, and a Djibril Cisse
missed penalty late on, meant they
remained inthe relegation zone.

European Champions League
action has shown Marseille on tog
form however as they lead Group A

with seven points after wins over,,

' Besiktas and Liverpool before their 1 -
I drawagainst Porto onWednesday.
Marseille are struggling in France
howeverand are not living up to their
mantle at the start of the season of
being the main challengers to the
supremacy of six-time reigning
champions Lyon.
Nothing has visibly changed on
the pitch however since the sacking
of AlbertEmonand theinstallationof

new coach Eric Geretsof Belgium.

Gerets policy of not picking the
out-of-form Cisse, who was on the
bench at kick-off, p[us the repurn of
young sensation Samir Nasri after
several months out oiactmn. has not
helped.

"This match is far from being the
worst since [ arrived,” said Gerets.
"This type of defeat is difficult for a
coach to take, [s this a crisis? It's
certainly nota party. There canbe no
excuseafter amatchlike this.”

Marseille might soon be joined
near thebottom by Monacowhose 0-
0 draw against promoted Caen on
Saturday came after five defeats in a
row to bring about a worrying situa-
tionin the Principality.

Monaco coach Ricardo said: "My
teamwas very tenseand nervousand
we were not able to break the

sequence with 3.4 fary, We need to”
‘regain, our cor and move
forward with hard work because after

five defeats, you start to doubt your
ability."

In other games, Bordeaux won 2-
1l at home to Valenciennes,
Strasbourg had a 3-0awayday victory
at Lille, and three goalless draws
came in the matches between Metz
and Nancy, Lorient and Nice, plus St
Etienne and Auxerre.

PHOTO: AFP
Lyon winger Sidney Govou (C) lies on the ground in delight after netting the winning goal in their Ligue 1 encounter

against PSG atthe Parc des Princes on Sunday.
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