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Argentlna
elects first
woman

president

AFP, Bucnios Aires

Argentina's First Lady Cristina
Fernandez de Kirchner was set to
become her country's first elected
woman president, partial results
showed, as her closest rival con-
ceded defeat on Monday.

"We have won by a large mar-
gin," the 54-year-old senator told
cheering supporters in a speech
broadcast live on television hours
after polls closed as officials
worked into the night counting

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

DrWazed likely
to See Hasina
injail today

BSS, Dhata

Dr Wazed Mia is likely to see his
wife former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina, now detained in
the makeshift sub-jail on the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban complex,
today.

DIG (Prisons) Major Shamsul
Haidar Siddiqui told the news
agency that DrWazed has obtained
permission from the authorities to
meet Sheikh Hasina,

Dr Wazed earlier obtained
permission to see his wife but
could not meet her due to his
ailment. =

Hasina was arrested on July 16
thisyear.

" Source: Islamic Foundation

Task force formed to
bring back siphoned
off money

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The government formed a high-
powered task force last week with
Bangladesh Bank (BB) governor as
its head, which will work to bring
back money siphoned off by cor-
rupt peopleinthe past fewyears.

The 10-member committee will
coordinate efforts by different
government wings to get back the
money, sources said,

"The task force is formed with
members from the Chief Adviser's
Office, foreign and home minis-
tries, Finance Division, the
National Board of Revenue (NBR),
the Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC), attorney general's office
and a senior police official," a
central bank official said.

An executive director of the BB
would act as member secretary of
the task force, he added.

The government formed the

task force as it has been facing

problems due to lack of orches-
trated efforts in bringing the
money, sources said.

The BB has already sent letters
toministries and offices concerned
asking them to send names of
representativesin the task force.

" Thegovernment believes thatin
the past few years, corrupl people
had siphoned off huge amount of
money carned illegally to Malaysia,
Singapore, Switzerland, United
Kingdom, United States and some
Middle East countries,

"A couple of months ago the
government had initiated work to
sign a deal with the Malaysian
government for bringing back the
smuggled out money," a source
said.

The source said BB had sent a
draft of the deal to the finance
ministry for approval and subse-
quently the draft was sent to the

law ministry for scrutiny.

"Law ministry sent back the
draft asking clarification from the
finance ministry on who will sign
the deal, BB or the government,”
the source said adding that the
government had been facing such
complexities in its efforts to get
back the siphoned off money.

During his recent visit to
London, Army Chief Gen Moeen U
Ahmed told the local press that the
caretaker government has already
brought back $129 million that had
been siphoned off and another $72
million is being brought back. He
was also positive about getting
back $240 millionmore.

Sources said the government is
also working on aWorld Bank (WB)
proposal made a few months back
in which the WB offered coopera-
tion to the government in getting
backsiphoned off money.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

lajuddinleaves
forUStoday

UUNB, Dhaka

President Iajuddin Ahmed leaves
for New York today on a weeklong
official visit to the United States.
“He will arrive in New York on
October 31 via Dubai by a regular
flight of the Emirates Airlines,” said
aBangabhaban announcement.
During his seven-day visit to the
USA, the president would attend
functions in Ohio and New
Otleans.
On November 1, he will visit
SEE PAGE 15 COLS

German envoy
for 'balanced’
anti-graftdrive

DirLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

German Ambassador in Dhaka
Frank Meyke yesterday said ongo-
inganti-corruption drive should be
conducted in a balanced way to
ensure economic growth and
public interest as well as fight
againstcorruption.

"It needs a right balance -- fight
against corruption and protect
cconomy and public interest. The
anti-corruption drive should not

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

ACC moves to
revive 967
frozen cases

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-corruption Commission
(ACC) initiated a move 1o revive
and adjudicate the frozen grafi
cases filed by now defunct Bureau
of Anti-corruption,

The ACC tasked its law depart-
ment with the revival of the cases
and with taking necessary steps for
adjudicating those immediately.
There are 967 criminal cases wait-
ing for revisions and 526 petitions
arewaiting tobe heard.

Most of the ministers of HM
Ershad's, Khaldea Zia's, and Sheikh
Hasina's cabinets were charged
with corruption in those cases
since 1990 by the now defunct
bureau. A total of 3200 cases were
filed against VIPs including influ-
ential political leaders, former
bureaucrats and businessmen.

After the ACC had been consti-
tuted in November 2005, fresh
cases were filed against the same
ministers including AL Chief
Sheikh Hasina and BNP

Chairperson Khaleda Zia, many of
whom are currently serving differ-
ent jail terms following trials in
courts, while many others are still
detained as they are currently
beingtried.

"There are writ petitions chal-
Ienging the cases filed during the
time of the Burcau of Anti-
corruption. The pending state of
the cases is causing problems for
the commission to move forward
with its current tasks, while many
accused individuals are also stay-
ing off the hook because of the
delay in adjudicating those. The
commission has decided to contest
the appeals,” said ACC Secretary
Mukhles Ur Rahman during a
routine news briefing at the com-
mission'sheadquarters yesterday.

The High Court stayed about
100 cases filed by the erstwhile
bureau against the VIPs, and previ-
ous governments never appealed
for overturning the stay orders.

Charge sheets were submitted in -

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Part of century
old building in
city collapses

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A large part of a hundred-year-cld
building at Armanitola in old
Dhaka collapsed yesterday mom-
ing.

However, nobody was injured in
theincident.

According to eyewitness, bricks
and plasters began to drop from
the middle part of the two-storey

SEEPAGE 15COLS

Verdictin arms
case against
Babar today

CourT CORRESPONDENT

The judgement of an arms case
against detained former state
minister for home Lutfozzaman

Babar will be delivered today.
Averdict in a case against Babar
will be pronounced for the first
time since he was arrested at his

Gulshanresidence on May 28.
Metropolitan Special Tribunal-9
Judge Sayed Jahed Mansur will
deliver the verdict in presence of
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

A large part of a century-old abandoned building at Armaniinla in the caplta.l fe!l apart yesterday morning. The bu:idlng once used fo hnuse a girls

school.

Try war criminals
through special

commission
Freedom fighters ask govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Muktijoddha Gono
Parishad yesterday urged the care-
taker government and the armed
forces 1o form a special commis-
sion for bringing the war criminals
oftheLiberationWar to justice.

Meanwhile, condemnations
from various organisations contin-
ued to pour in yesterday from
across the country over Shah Abdul
Hannan and AliAhsan Mohammad
Mojaheed's derogatory remarks
made about the Liberation War of
thenation.

The Parishad leaders at a press
conference urged the government
to declare Jamaat-e-Islami leaders
and others, who have been making
statements against the Liberation
War, seditious and put them on
trial.

The Parishad said that it would
organise a convention of freedom

fighters in the capital on December
3 to press home their demand of
bringing the anti-liberation, war
forcesto trial.

Muktijoddha Gono Parishad
leaders said it is high time to bring
the war criminals to justice and
resolve theissue once and for all.

"The special commission may
be comprised of three retired chiel
justices, three frecdom fighters
who were general officers of the
armed forces and have retired,
three freedom fighters and three
eminent international lawyers,”
Maj Gen (retd) Syed Muhammad
Ibrahim, Bir Protik, member of the
advisory committee of
Muktijoddha Gono Parishad, told
the press conference at Dhaka
Reporters Unity in the city.

Gen Ibrahim said, "If the pres-
ent government does not form the
special commission, we will

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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BTTB Prepaid Calling Card

* With this calling card, make I1SD (00...), Economy ISD (012...), NWD and
Moblle Phone calls using any BTTB telephone from anywhere in Bangladesh.

7.50

_Taka

* All charges will be adjusted against the card's balance amount, not from the
BTT8 line used. For all calls, the standard rate of BTTB call charg
applicable inclusive of VAT,

per mmule

* Validity of Taka 200 and 500 cards are 80 an
the first day of usage. The remaining balan
to another new card,

We are at your service

Bangladesh Telegraph & Telephone Board

Notes

Currently nvailable cards with expiry dates June 30, "ﬁ'
August 31, 2007 have been extended Gl December 31, 2008

Govt notices fertiliser
crisis, yet to
know reason

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has noticed ferti-
liser crisis at 35 locations of 16
districts, but the investigation
teams are yet to unearth the rea-
sons behind the crisis, Agriculture
Adviser CS Karim said yesterday.
The government does not have
any urea shortage, but the cight
investigation teams invesligating
the situation could not find out the

| actual reason behind the scant

supply of the fertiliser, said Karim
at a briefing on fertiliser situation
held at the conference room of
Press Information Department.

The government does not have
any plan to increase the prices of
fertilisers, said the adviser adding
that the government would start
issuing fertiliser cards to farmers
before the next Boro season.

A high-level secretary comumit-
tee a few months ago suggested
that the government should raise
fertiliser prices.

When asked if the government
was considering raising fertiliser
prices as a deterrent measure
against smuggling, Karim said,
"The government has no plan to
increase fertiliser prices in the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Militants agree to

truce in Pakistan

Up to 60 pro-Taliban rebels
die in 3-day fighting

A¥P, Mingora

Pro-Taliban militants battling
Pakistani troops in a northwestern
tourist region agreed to a ceasefite
Monday after three days of fighting
that left up to 60 rebels dead, offi-
cials said,

The rebels, followers of a radical
cleric who is pushing for Taliban-
style Islamic law in the scenic Swat
Valley, broadcast news of the truce
in a statement over their private

radio station and mosque loud-
speakers.
"Security forces in the area also

stopped firing and there is a-

ceasefire from our side also,” local
administration chief Arshad Majid
told AFF, adding that it came into
effectat 8:00am (0300 GMT).

North West Frontier Province
Home Secretary Badsha Gul Wazir
said there were "reports around 60
miscreants were killed in three days

SEE PAGE 15 COL B
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