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Huji emerged
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government did not succeed to
cheekits advancement.

A few of nine suspected mili-
tants held by Rapid Action
Battalion last two days with huge
arms and explosives admitted their
involvement in another assassina-
tion attempt on Hasina on 21
Aupgust, 2004,

One of the arrestees said Huji
hoss Mufti Hannan's men had
asked him to keep grenades hurled
al the AL chief's rally,

On the other hand, there are
several reports that the BNP-
Jamaat-led four-party-alliance
government patronised the organi-
sationand itsleaders.

The alliance government, how-
ever, was eompelled to take some
measures including banning the
gou and arrest a few leaders in

ctober 2005,

The move came in the wake of
pressures from home and abroad to
take action ageinst the militant
organisation, which investigators
also found responsible for perpetrat-
ingthe August21 attackon Hasina.

Interestingly, a few days ahead of
banning the organisation the then
prime minister Khaleda Zia held a

meeting with a number of Huji lead-
ars when the militant leaders, posing
as Islamic Scholars, paid a callon her
atthe Prime ter'sOffice.

A top Huji leader categorically
branded a former BNP minister as
his patron ta the press after being
arrested. |

One year into banning, a number
of top Huji leaders under a different
banner held & public meeting in the
capital after getting nod from the

overnmentin October 2006,

MERGENCE
Back on ‘April 30, 1992, the Huji
appeared in Bangladesh through a
press conference wearing sleeveless
olive jackets over their shalwar-
kameez. =

. The militant leaders sat shoulder
w ahnuldgir_d};rtifnyg the [::regjv;l cgnt’ez
ence at the Press Club an
hoastiully deseribed how they fought
in the an war. They demanded
that Bangladesh be turned into an
[slamicstate,

. For the fifst time the group came
to light as Huji. A day after the emer-
Ee;’_ice, they paraded through the

haka streefs after Juma prayers (o

' claim victory aver the Soviet forces in

12002, the US blacklisted Hujias
an international terrorist organisa-
don. It took the government three
more to ban it on October 17,
2005 ufter much denial of its exis-
tencein Bangladesh.

The US wentone step forward to
hlacklist the Bangladesh chapter of
Huji in 2003, but the government's
denial continued as the then forei
minister M Morshed Khan said EI;
had not seen "any activity of such

_ organisationin Bangladesh”,

Lawmakers of gluma:ll—c—[slnmi
who had alleged link with the mili-
tants also denied Huji existence in
Bangladesh.

Former Jamaat lawmaker Rigsat
All Biswas told parliament on
September 11, 2005: "Reports of
militant training of Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh [IMB| and
Harkatul Jihad to tum Bangladesh
into an Islamic state are nothing but
propaganda.”

Under such lenience and denials,
Hufji spread its wing in madrasas, set
uﬂl training camps in the greater
Chittagong and three hill districts
and carried out terroristactivities.

The militant leaders who
attended the 1992 press conference -
- Abdus Salam, president of Huji
Bangladesh, field commander
Manzur Hasan, Dhaka city unit
president Maolana Delwar Hossain,

ublicity secretary Mufti Shafiqur
hman, Maolana Mufti Abdul FHye -
-remainuntraced.

Forty-one armed men of the Huji
arrested at a Cox's Bazar training
camp in 1996 and handed down life-
term were released on bail after the
alliance government came o power.

The Huji Bangladesh top brass
includes Shaikhul Hadith Allama
Azizul FHag, also chief of a faction of
ruling alliance partner [slami O
Jote (10]), Bangladesh Khelatat

Truth commission
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oranyspecific group of people.

"ngfrlhnmgi. pe[::l lgwi notbe
allowed to contest elections even
after confessing their corruption
before the commission, and paying
fines,” Mainul told reporters after a
review meeting on implementation
of the annual development
programme of the information
mintstry for fiscal 2007-08.

The adviser also ruled out the
possibility of ting bail to busi-
nessmen who have been arrested as

; acts but charges are yet to
m I:thennIE

“T don‘t there is any scope
for the government to consider this
atthe moment,” he said when asked
whether it is pondering about
release of arrested businessmen on
ball to run their businesses in the
interest ofthe nationaleconomy.

“The no-bail provision for the

eomupt suspects was incorporated
in-ﬂ‘m’iaw to quicken disposal of the
cases,” he

The government is rather work-

ing on formation of the Truth -

Commission and making necessary
laws pmvfdfn? for confession of

i, and avoiding imprisonment

ayingfines, hesaid.
! usjnn&mls?df t‘ugnatiﬁnha;hthc
commi ready at the highest
level of I%I'el gﬂ'UEl“l‘I{nEnl. Derails
inﬂudinghd o will be on the com-
mission and its organogram are yet
to be decided, ame ministry is
workingon this, he mentioned.
Iy we thought only busi-
will be allowed access to
gsion. But it will be dis-
Many peaple are ask-
liticians won't get the
ity," said the adviser.
adh who else apart from busi-
nessmen and the politicians will
have aceess fo the commission,
Mainul said a complete picture is
yetto getashape.

Beonomic activities will get a
boost if the commission can be
formed saon, the adviser said.

Majlish second-in-command
Muhammad Habibur Rahman of
Sylhet, Ataur Rahman Khan of
Kishoreganj, Sultan Jaok of
Chittagong, Abdul Mannan of
Faridpur and Habibullah of
Moakhali.

All of them are involved with
different [slamic organisations and
madrasas, and one of them, Ataur
Rahman Khan, was elected an MP
with BNP ticket in 1991 from
Kishoreganj-3 constituency,

[n an interview a few years back,
Habibur Rahman revealed the
names of those with whom he trav-
elled to Afghanistan through
Pakistan in 1988, visited some
Taliban militant camps and even met
al-Qaedachief Osamabin Laden.

[t may have some significance for
the apparent government reluctance
to go tough on Huji members that on
October 6, 2005, eleven days before
the ban came, Shaikhul Hadith and
Habibur Rahman met Khaleda as
‘Islamicscholars’,

The two were accompanied by
Maolana Obaedul Hag, 10] law-
maker Mufti Shahidul Istam, Ashraf
Ali, Abdur Rab Yusufi, Yusuf Ashrafi,
Nezamuddin, Mohammad
Humayun Kabir and Tafazzul Hagq
Aziz,
The home minisiry note banning
Huji by the alliance government
reads: "Harkat-ul Jihad Al Islami is a
self-proclaimed terrorist organisa-
tion. Its activities are very sensitive
and it is identfied as a terrorist
organisation. The government is
declaring Harkat-ul Jihad Al [slami
and all its activities banned on the
basis ofinformation receivedso far."

Only Mufti Hannan, a central
committee member and operation
commander of Huji, was arrested on
October L, 20075,

After his arrest, Hannan told the
press he had been staying in the
country as the former home minister
Altal Hossain Choudhury had
assured him of "no fear” instaying in
thecountry.

"Editor of monthly Madina
Maolana Mohiuddin played the
mediator between me and the home
minister,” Hannan wld reporters.

He also told the court law enforc-
ers were not supposed to arrest him
as some influential ministers of the
alliance government had assured
him thathe would be exemnpted from
thechargeofthe atternpton Hasina.

"Soon after the coalition govern-
ment assumed power, [ submitted a
mercy petition to the prime minister,
the home minister and some other
ministers. And in reply they assured
me that they will let me off," Hannan
had told the court in presence of a
large number of lawyers, law enfore-
ers, and newspersons,

Maore than a week before expiry of
the alliance government's tenure in
October, 2006 some Huji leaders
including two top founding leaders

AbdupsSalam and Rehmac Ullah alins

Sheikh Farid held a public meeting at
Baitul Mukarram Mosgque,

Oneof the organisers of the meet -
ing told The Dai%y Star the Huji lead-
ers had appearedafter getting the go-

- ahead from the government.

BNP-led alliance

FROM PAGE 1

wishes, Criminal Investigation
Department's {CID) Special
Superintendent Ruhul Amin
arranged for a pewty criminal, Joj
Miah, to confess the grisly criime so
the real culprits remain beyond the
probe'sreach, they added.

Making the statement before a
magistrate on June 26, 2005, Joj
named Mokhlesur, also a former
ward commissioner of Maghbazar,
asone of thase who had planned the
attack.

He also alleged that the infamous
Seven-Star Group led by top criminal
Subrata Bain executed theattack.

He told the magistrate that some
14 men, mostly belonging to the
underwaorld gang, threw the gre-
nades atan AL rally on Bangabandhu
Avenue. He admitted that he was
among the attackers and said five
criminals—Subrata Bain, Masud, Joy,
Mukid and Robin--played the key
roleintheattack .

Vialating the Criminal Procedure
Code, several CID officials were
present at the magistrate's room
when the statement was mace, said
SOUTCes.

The amht'micirly of the statement
was questioned all along. That it all
was made up became even clearer
when Joj's sister disclosed that CID
had been paying their family Tk 2,500
amonthforupkeep since thearrest.

Based on statements of Joj and
two others, CID investigators had
moved to submit a charge sheet in
the case, but the BNP government
halted the process in the face of
strongeriticism from the media.

After the story fell flat on its face,
17 of the 20 suspecis amested in
connection with the case were freed
on bail. Joj Miah, Abul Hashem alias
Rana and Shafiqul [slam, all of who

made confessional statements, [

howeverare stillbehind bars.

The investigators hauled in the 20
with a view to make sure Joj's state-
ment adds up, said sources close to
the probe.

The other arrestees were Monjur
Hossain, Shah Alam, Haji Shoaib
alias Dicon, Mokhlesur Rahman,
Ayub Ali Khan, Saibal Saha Partha,
Flahib alias Abdul Hannan, Badsha
Mia, Abdur Rahman, Mohammad
Fossain alias Tusher, Zahir Hossain
alias Liton, Akhteruzzaman alias Ata,
Abdur Rahim, Waliullah alias Ali,
Mohammad Hossain, Monir
Hossain alias Pichchi Monir, and
AkashSarkaraliasJiten.

On August 26, 2004, the law
enforcers arrested Saibal Saha Partha
allegedly for sending email to the
daily Prothom Alo with a threat to kill
ALPresident Sheilch Hasina,

Getting out on bail, Partha told
reporters that they had tried to tor-
ture him into making a confessional
statement.

The present government on
March 25 placed the case on the
home ministry monitoring cell's list
of sensational cases warranting
proper [nvestigation and quick
adjudication,

(Govt notices
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greater interest of national food
security and to ensure maxdmum
food production.”

All law enforcement agencies
including joint forces, Bangladesh
Rifles and Coast Guards have been
put on alert to prevent smuggling of
fertilisers, headded.

To keep the prices affordable for
farmers, fertilisers are heavily subsi-
dised by the government. But smug-
glers find it a lucrative commodity to
smuggle out of the country, as its
prices are lower than that of neigh-
bouring countries, said industry
experts.

A 50kg bag of locally produced
urea currently sells at Tk 240 as
opposed to its production cast of Tk
360. While a bag of the sameé quantity
of imported urea is sold for Tk 265
when its import eost is Tk 1,550, said
SOUrces.

The joint forces will be assisting in
issuing the fertiliser cards by April
next yeat, prior to the beginning of
next Boro season. Before the actual
project, pilot projects for issuing the
cards will be taken up within the next
couple of months, theadvisersaid.

The government has also decided
to build nine more buffer fertiliser
warehouses in nine districts that
curtently do not have any such facili-
ties, Karimadded.

During this current fiscal year,
2007-08, the government aims to
distribute 28.18 lakh tonnes of urea,
which is 2.8 lakh tonnes higher than
the previous FY figure, CS Karim said
adding that till October 27, the stock
of urea was 4.2 lakh wnnes, as
opposed to 2.8 lakh tonnes during
thesame period inFY07,

The government has distributed -

7.71 lakh tonnes of urea against the
demand of 7.64 lakh tonnes from July
through October in the current fiscal,
hesaid.

Besides, the government has
already disbursed subsidies to trad-
ers on non-urea fertilisers such as
Triple Super Phosphate (TSP),
Muriate of Potash (MOP) and Di-
Ammonium Phosphate (DAP).

Additional Agriculture Secretary
CQK Moshtaqsaid a huge quantityof
TSP and MOP has reached the
Chittagong Port and more ship-
ments are on the way to meet the
future demands.

Around 1 lakh tonnes of non-urea
fertilisers were imported last year
and released for the market after
ensuring theirsubsidies, headded.

Industries Secretary Murul Amin,
Principal Information Officer
Iftekhar Ahmed and Senior Public
Relations Officer Abdullah Al
Shaheenalsospokeatthe briefing.

3 JMB men
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Five other accused in the case were
acquitted as their involvement in
the blasts were not proved. They
are Habibur Rahman, Lutfor
Rahman, Siddiqur Rahman,
Nizamul [slam and Mashiur
Rahman.

The names of three other
accused -- top IMB leader Siddiqul
Islam Bangla Bhai, Shaikh Abdur
Rahman, and Ataur Bahman Sani --
were dropped from the charge
sheet as they were executed for
killing two fhalakathi judges in a
bombattack.

Four bombs went off at
Chouhash intersection near
Mamrtaz market and the court
compound in Kushtia on August
17,2005.

Later, Rab official Mustafizur
Rahman filed an FIR with Kushtia
Police Station on August 18, 2005, «

ASP Munshi Atiqur Rahman,
investigation officer (I0) of the
case, subimitted the charge sheet (o
thecourton October 10, 2005.

The court recorded statements
of 19 out of 43 prosecution wit-
nesses during the trial.

Justify judiciary
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sincerity and patience to dispensa-
tionof justice as the justice-seekers
come to courts from far-flung
areas.

“Despite adverse situation, you
must discharge your judicial
responsibilities and overcome the
situation by applying your experi-
ence and wisdom,” he tald the
judges.

In an oblique reference to
administrative cadre officials at
field level who will exercise their
limited judicial powers after the
separation of the judiciary from
November 1, the chief justice said,
“If anyone remains aloof, we'll
cooperate with thern.”

Law and Information Adviser
Barrister Mainul Hosein told the
function that the separation of the
judiciary would remain a glaring
instance, which had not been
passible in last 36 years despite it
being a constitutional ebligation.

Hesaid justice is an inseparable
part of good governance. "It now
depends on the judges to success-
fully separate the judiciary from
the executive by ensuring unity
between the two state organs.”

The adviser sald many prob-
lems may crop up at the beginning
of separation of the judiciary, but
those can be resolved through
opendiscussions.

Justice MM Ruhul Amin of the
Appellate Division also spokeat the
programime.

A total of 135 judges of the sub-
ordinate courts participated in the
orientation function organised by
the Judicial Administrative
Training Institute (JATI) and pre-
sided over by Justice Hamidul
Haque, the JATI director general.
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Try war criminals
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assume that someone inside the

-governmentis misguidingit."

Gen [brahim urged the High
Court to consider Jamaat leaders'
recent statements on the Liberation
War as violation of the constitution
and to issue a suo moto rule against
thern.

"They [anti-liberation elements]
must be tried... there might come a
time when they would deny our
LiberationWar and demand our trial,
u{:cusin%n us of splitting Pakistan,”
SyedMuhammad [brahim said.

"Our ultimate goal is to bring
them to justice because they were
against our Liberation War," said the
LiberationWar veteran,

Sadeque Ahmed Khan, secretary
general of Muktijoddha Gono
Parishad, said, "The whole nation is
goingtobe united on theissue of trial
oftheanti-liberationwarelements.”

Language movement veteran
Abdul Matin said, "Now Jamaat
leaders are talking against our
Liberation War, a time will come
when they will dare to say that there
wasno LiberationWarin 1971."

"They [war criminals] are the
enemy of our country and should be
bmu%ll to justice right now," he
adde:

Meanwhile, Freedom Fighters
Rehabilitation and Recreation
Centre in a press release yesterday
said they would host a joint press
conference with seven other free-
dom fighters' organisations at
11:00am, October 31 at the centre
where freedom fighters will provide
evidenceof the crimes committed by
thewar criminalsin 1971.

Various organisations continued
to blast former Islami Bank chairman
Shah Abdul Hannan for his com-
ments made an a private television
channel talkshowand demanded his
immediate arrest and exemplary
punishment. They said his remarks
were evil-intentioned and extremely
arrogant.

On Friday, speaking on the talk
show, Hannan, also a former secre-
tary and a well-known Jamaat sym-
gfrlrhlser. played down the Liberation

ar of 1971 and termed the period
"civil war"., Moreover, he claimed
that no genocide took place in the
country during that period and no
warcriminallives hereeither.

They also condemned the com-
ments made by Jamaat-e-Islami
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojaheed as he
claimed that his party did not act
against the country's independence
and denied outright the existence of
anywarcriminals here. )

In a statement, Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad central com-
mand councilleaders yesterdaysaid
calling the Liberation War of 1971 a
civil war is tantamount to sedition
as the comment went against the
spiritofLiberationWar,

Shah Abdul Hannan:through his
remark has denied the Liberatian
War, said the council leaders adding
that he also violated the constitu-
tion of the country with such
remark. The government should,
therefore, immediately file a sedi-
tion case against him.

Condemning the remark,
National Democratic Party (NDP)
vosterday said Hannan's remark is
untrue and extreme distortion of
history.

Terming the comment ill-
disposed and insolent, they said
those who term the Liberation Wara
civil war are either insane or
retarded.

Gono Odhikar O Sangbidhan
Sangrakkhan Kendra said the ammo-
gant remarks of Hannan went

against the Liberation War inde-
pendence and sovereignty of the
country.

In a statement, they demanded
irnmediate arrestand trial of Hannan
Py filing sedition charges against
1im.

They also condemned
Mojaheed's remarks and demanded
arrestand trial ofall war eriminals.

Muktijoddha Oikya Parishad,
Bangladesh Chhatra Moitri and
Jatiya Samajtantrik Sramik Jote also
condemned Mojaheed's remarks.

They demanded arrest and trail of
the war criminals and Jamaat leaders
who are known collaborators of the
genocide in 1971 and banning of
politics based on religion and funda-
mentalism, -

Qur Correspondent from Khulna
adds: Khulna district Awami League
President Sheikh Harun-ar-Rashid
and its city unit President Talukder
Abdul Khaleque demanded immedi-
ate arrest of war criminals and their

trinl.
They, also valiant freedom fight-
ers, suri?l’Nmmi (Ameer of Jamaat-e-
{slami) in collaboration with occupy-
ing Pakistan army committed geno-
cide duringthe war ofliberation.

They demanded formaton of a
special tribunal to try the war crimi-
nalsand requested the ChiefElection
Commissioner not to allow Jamaat to
participate in the next election as the
party leaders are distorting the his-
tory of the LiberationWar. -

Jatiya Party leader Advocate
Badar Ali and Khulna Shishu
Foundation Secretary General
Sheikh Abdul Qayyum also
demanded the trial of war criminals
for the safeguarding of national
independence and sovereignty.

0ld building
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building around 7:00am and the
entire middle section collapsed
within thirty minutes.

Thestanding portion ofthe build-
ingisalsoonthebrinkofcollapse.

Rashida Begum, a resident of a
roomoftheintact partof thebuilding
on the ground floor, told The Daily
Star, she was sleeping and the noise
of falling bricks from one of the walls
ofherroomwoke herup.

"I rushed outside with my chil-
dren," she said adding that she also
called out eight labourers who were
sleeping in a room of the collapsed
partofthe building.

Assoonas thelabourersgotoutof
the building the middle part col-
lapsed, shesaid.

Hundreds of ?eup le gathered and
witnessed the collapse.

The building was used by the New
Government Girls Fligh School until
1985 when theyabandonedit.

The school Headmistress
Anzuara Anisa filed a general diary
fGE) awith Kotwali Police Station in
thisregard.

Locals said the building was a
hundred years old. Pakistun Urdu
School used the building from 1948,
After the Liberation War the name
was changed o New Government
Girls High Schoolin 1973,

Tollowing massive casualties in
the roof collapse of a building of
Jagannath Hz:lF at Dhaka University
in 1985, the school moved to nearby
Armanitola Boys High School the
nextdayabandoning the building,

Anzuara told The Daily Star that
outsiders grabbed the building along
with the [and of the school campus.
There is a case regarding the owner-
ship of the land pending with the
High Court, sheadded.

Another militant
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Mahmood Khandkar said the arrests
and seizures would help the investi-
gators a lot to submit a charge sheet
in the case. After primary interroga-
tion, the arrestees would be handed
over to Criminal [nvestigation
Department (CID) that has been
tasked withinvestigation.

Rab officials said they had raided
five places in Dhaka, Kushtia,
Jhenidah, Khulna and Narsingdi
simultaneously following up leads
obtained from prime accused Mufti
Hannanand theotherthree.

Theintelligence gathered overthe
last two years also helped to hunt
downthe nine and seize the grenades
and otherexplosives.

The raids were conducted in the
24 hours ending at 6 in the morning
yesterday. The crime busters first
captured Hussain Ahmed Tamim
with a grenade from Narsingdi.
Meantime at Hatgopalpur of
Thenidah, another team recovered 15
grenades from under the floor of Ali
Ahmed's house.

In another raid in
Mohammadpur upazila of Magura,
Rab arrested Baki Billah and recov-
ered two Chinese rifles, ane pistal,
one revolver and around 60 kgs of
explosives. fab officials said that
Mufti Hannan had asked Baki to take
careofthe firearmsand explosives.

The rest were arrested in Khulna
and Dhaka.

One litre of nitrobenzene, two kg
sodium chloride and 2.5 kg metha-
nol, 300 ml acetone, 400 gm sodium
nitrate, 50 ml sulphuric acid, 200gm
potassium dichloride, 10 gm’ sul-
phur, 200 ml nitrobenzol, 12 kg
ammonium nitrate, 100 gm alu-
minium powder and different other
chemicals are among the explosives
recovered. .

The seized items also include
three wrist watch bombs, 18
switches, two capacitors, 14 bulbs, a
pair of military uniforms, one mili-
tary belt, a pair of military boot and a
cap, 22 detonator casings, six impro-
vised hombs, one walkie-talkie set,
one pen bomb, 12 bomb casings and
seven pipebomb casings.

Ali Ahmed who along with two
others was allowed to speak said
Mufti Hannan's men had asked him
to keep the grenades. He claimed he

has no ties to Huji, Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh orany other
militantorganisation.

Tamim denied that he had any
grenade inhis possession,

Asked if the Huji leaders and
activists in detention have said
anything about the mative for the
grenade attack, a top official wishing
not to be quoted said Hannan has
admitted to carrying out the attack.

He also said that 15 people in all
participated in conducting the
blasts.
lajuddin
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Ohio Agricultural Research and
Development Center and deliver a
lecture on 'Education System of
Bangladesh'.

The day after (Nov 2), the mayor
of Columbus will call on him at his
hotel suitein the morning. Atnoon,
the president would perform Juma
prayers and visit Noor Islamic
Cultural Center Dublin.

In the afternoon, he will deliver
scientific lecture on 'Bangladesh:
Problems of Global Warming, Land
Inundation and Arsenic Poisoning'
at Ohio State University. In the
evening, he will attend a reception
hosted by the Ohio State University
authority.

On MNovember 3, the governor of
Ohio will call on him at the hotel
suite in the morning and stay in
Ohio. On November 4, he president
will arrive at New Orleans and stay
at Hotel Hilton. In the afternoon,
hewill attend a reception hosted by
the Soil Science Society of America.

On November 5, the president
will present a scientific paper on
‘Bangladesh: Problems of Global
Warming, Land [nundation and
Arsenic Poisoning' at the
Convention Center of the Hilton
Hotel.

On November 6, he will leave
New Orleans for New York and stay
there.

On November 7, the President
will leave New York for Dhaka and
arrive in the capital on November 8
at7:30pm by thesame way,

Wife of the presidenit Dr Anwara
Bepum and officials concerned will
accompany the president on the
US trip.

Shahjahan Chy
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wealth statement submitted to the
Anti-corruption Commission (ACC).
Shahjahan surrendered before
the Court of Fifth Additional District
and Sessions Judge Mirza
Mohammad Ayub Ali on the sched-
uled date for hearing on charge
framing of the case filed against him
and former foreign minister M
Morshed Khan's son Faisal Morshed

Khan.
Following appeals by defence
lawyers for time and division in jail,

the court directed the jall authorities
to make necessary arrangement for
the accused as per the jail code and
rescheduled the hearing on the
charge framing to November 4.

e date for hearing on the
charge framing was scheduled for
October 18 but it was re-fixed to
yesterday following a time petition
made by the state lawyers.

ACC Deputy Director Abul Kalam
Azad filed the case against
Shahjahan Chowdhury with the
Bandar Police Station in Chittagong
onjulyl.

Mohammad Jahangir Alam,
deputy director of the ACC
Chittagong-2, submitted the charge
sheet on October 1 accusing
Shahjahan Chowdhury of conceal-
ing his wealth in the wealth state-
ment and Faisal Morshed Khan of
abetting Shahjahan.

Accarding to the charge sheet of
the case, Shahjahan Chowdhury in
his wealth statement, submitted on
February 20, mentioned he pos-
sessed properties worth Tk 2 lakh 41
thousand.

However, ACC investigation
found that his actual wealth is Tk 3
lakh 41 thousand. A Range Rover VB
was also recovered from his posses-
sion.

In the staterment, Shahjahan said
he imported the vehicle under the
duty-free privilege of MPs, but the
concerned agency, MotosWorld Ltd,
did not hand it over to him due to his
failure o payup the Tk 50 lakh price.

During investigation, the ACC
found that Shahjahan had released
the vehicle by paying the amount by
opening an L/C with Arab
Bangladesh (AB) Bank Mohakhali
branch in August, 2006 with the help
of Faisal.

A court issued arrest warrants
against Shahjahan and 16 others in
connection with a murder case filed
on September 9. That case was filed
by freedom fighter Nurul Kabir and
the court pressed charges against42.

ACC moves
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239 cases, a few cases.were with-
drawn, while a few others weri
thrown out by different courts.

The three cases filed by the
bureau against Khaleda were

. throwrmout by the High Court.

The current dilemma of the ACC
regarding the leftover burden of the
defunct bureau includes adjudi-
cating the cases against govern-
ment officials whose pensions and
other facilities are still on hold due
to the pending status of the cases
against them. Some of those
accused officials have already
retired or died.

"The cases should be adjudi-

cated immediately as many have
not been gettng their pensions
because the cases filed against
them are still pending in courts”
the ACCsecretaryadded.
.+ Meanwhile, the ACC yesterday
approved filing of first information
report (FIR) against Joint Tax
Commissioner of the National
Board of Revenue (MBR) Harunur
Rashid Bhuiyan for accumulating
wealth that does not tally with his
known sources ofincome.

Protocol Officer of the Land
Ministry Kutub Uddin Ahmed, and
former lawmaker Alamgir
Mohammad Mahfuz Ullah Farid,
both of whom are currently in
detention, submitted their wealth
statements to the commission
through jail authorities yesterday.

The ACC secretary also hoped
that the ongoing trials of high
profile graft suspects will be com-
pleted by Novermnber 2008.

"If the number of special courts
increases, all the cases filed by the
ACC will be adjudicated com-
pletely on time," the secretary said.

The commissionalso instructed
its director general (research) to
document the ongoing activities of
the commission, and to note its
comments regarding different
issues the commission is dealing

with.

Babar
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the accused at 10:30am, court
sourcessaid.

Earlier, the prosecution and the
defence had completed their argu-
ments. The court recorded state-
ments of 15 prosecution witnesses
including complainant and inves-
tigation officer{10) of the case.

Joint forces recovered four
fircarms -- a shotgun, a rifle, a
pistol, and a Brazilian revolver, two
magazines and 297 rounds of bullet
raiding Babar's Gulshan residence
on May28.

Of those, Babar failed to show
any valid documents for a revolver
and 25 rounds ofbullet.

Sub-inspector (SI) Helaluddin
filed an arms case with Gulshan
Police Station against Babar® on
June3.

SI Khabir Ahmed, alsa the [0 of
the case, pressed charges against
Babar on June 23 showing 16 peo-
pleas prosecution witnesses.

The court framed charges
against the accused on fuly 25,

If convicted, Babar might face
up to 17 years' rigorous imprison-
ment (R1) as per the existing law.

Earlier, two more graft cases
were filed against him with Ramna
and Gulshan Police Stations.
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Saifur acting chiet
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decisions were taken to maintain
partyunity.

Three other standing committee
members also did not attend the
meeting, among whom Bamister
Moudud Ahmed and Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain are currendy in
jail, while the reasaon for Abdul Matin
Chowdhury's absence could not be
determined.

Saifur also said Delwar was
removed from his post in consider-
ation of his poor health, and
Ehaleda's decision to expel Mannan
Bhuiyan and joint secretary general
Ashraf Hossain was not approved by
the meeting, :

Both Delwar and Bhuiyan
retained their places in the standing
committee by the decision of yester-
day's meeting. Earlier, Bhuiyan was
expelled and removed from the post
of secretary general by Khaleda on
the eve of her detention on
September 3, afterhehad spoken out
forintra-party reforms.

Major (retd) Hafiz, the newly
appointed acting secretary general
and a former vice president of the
party, hasbeena Bhuiyan loyalist.

Talking to The Daily Star last
night, a cross-section of BNP high-
ups welcomed the decisions, as they
breatheda ilj,h afrelief that the party
has managed to come back from the
brink of a near fatal split along the
lines of differences on party reforms.

The standing committee also
deemed illegal the expulsion of BNP
office secretary Mafiqul Hasan Tripdi,
as the decision had been taken by
Delwar, which violates the party's
constitution that says only the chair-
person may expel a national execu-
tive committee member.

Khaleda loyalists Dr RA Gani, and
Khandaker Mahbubuddin Ahmed
met hithdrto rival leaders Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, and Lt Gen (retd)
Mahbubur Rahman, while pro-unity
leaders M Shamsul Islam and
Tanveer Ahmed Siddiqui were also
present alongwith Saifur Rahman, in
his Gulshan residence inthecapital.

Khaleda loyalists attended the
meeting with visceral unwillingness,
and according to sources, big
changes are shout to come to the
party leadership before November 7
the date by which the Election
Commission (EC) is supposed to
send a letter of invitation to the
recognised leadership of the party for
an electoral reform dialogue
between the two which is scheduled
forNovember 22,

Some people on Sunday night
reportedly met Khaleda appointed
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain and put pressure on
him to bring the expelled leaders
backinto the party and asking him to
gilue up his new postas soonas possi-
bie :

Delwar however reportedly
declined the request saying that he
will accept only Khaleda Zia's
requests and decisions, who is the
chairperson of the party and who
appointed him as the secretary
general.

Before yesterday's unity meeting
in Saifur Rahman's house, pro-
Bhuiyan leaders met in Bhuiyan's
Gulshan residence and discussed the
latest situation of the party including

Task force
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On his return from the USA, BB
Governor Salehuddin Ahmed on
Friday said that they had negotia-
tions with the WB and it would
provide assistance if Bangladesh
government takes legal steps for
getting back the money. "If any-
body is convicted by the court for
smuggling out money, then the WB
will provide us assistance,” he said.
They had similar negotiations
with the USA, the central bank
governor added.

theunity process.

The meeting thought that the
party's national standing committee
{NSC) has enough power vested on it
ty the party constitution to scrap the

expulsion orders, and it may aso
select any leader as a new secretary
general folfowing Delwar's resigna-
tion, according to s meeting source,

After the meeting Bhuiyan told
reporters, "We have decided to stop
the mud-slinging within the party in
an effort to unite the entire organisa-
tion."

Election Commissioner
Muhammed Sohu! Hussain mean-
while told journalists in his office
yesterday, "According to the media
news it seems that a consensus is
emerging among the existing fac-
tions of BNE so we hope that we will
get an address for sending the letter
ofinvitation before Novermnber7."

The EC has nothing to do with
BNP's inner conilicts, he said adding
that whoever will hold the postofthe
secretary general will get the letter of
invitation from the EC.

Delwar, whowas appointedasthe
secretary general on September 3 by
Khaleda Zia herself just before her
arrest, is also reportedly under pres-
sure to persuade the detained chair-
person for giving her consent to the
decisions taken by yesterday's unity
meeting.

But, Delwar is still intransigent to
bow down to the pressure without
clear direction from his detained
partychief, according to the sotirces.

Delwar recently however told
reporters that only the chairperson
has the power to bring back the
expelled leaders into the party, and
he would suggest the chairperson
favourably if she would seek his
opinionon thematter.

Earlier yesterday BNP
Chairperson's Adviser Brig Gen
(retd) Hannan Shal also said that he
heard thatsome leaders werelooking
foranewsecretarygeneral.

Militants agree
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offighting, The toll could be higher."

He said seven paramilitary troops
wereinjured.

"Movement in the area s stll
restricted and we are still gathering
details to confirm the exact number
of casualties among miscreants,” he
said.

A spokesman for the hardline
cleric at the centre of the unrest,
Maulana Fazlullah, confirmed that a
ceasefire was reached following talks
with government representatives.

The two sides will now exchange
the bodies of those killed in the
vialence, said the spokesman, Shah
Dauran.

"Later on we will hold negotia-
tinns with the guvuﬁyﬂ('n_l o esfab-
Iishin[;{ Isfamic Sharia” in the region,
hesaid.

Fazlullah's spakesman, disputing
the army Bgures, said fve people,
including three militants, a woman
and a child, were killed during the
exchanges of fire. "They targeted
innocentpeople,” hesaid.

The figures were impossible to
confirmindependently.

Fighting in Swat erupted on
Friday, when troops surrounded
Fazlullah's headquarters in response
to a bomb attack on a paramilitary
vehicle a day earlier, which killed
around30people.

The Pakistani govemment had
moved maore than 2,000 troops into
the area on Wednesday to bolster
efforts to combat Fazlullah's militant
brigadeand restorelawand order.

Militants seized and beheaded 13
people, including six security offi-
cers, soon after the fighting started
on Friday, although Fazlullah's men
denied theirinvolvement.

The clashes in Swat have raised
fears that the [slamic militants who
exert virtual control in Pakistan's
semi-autonomous tribal belt bor-
dering Afghanistan are spreading
their influence into the rest of the
Country.

Argentina elects
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ballots from Sunday's election.

With three-quarters of votes
counted, she held an apparently
unbeatable lead: 43.5 percent of the
vote, almost double that of her near-
estchallenger.

"We congratulate (Fernandez)
arld recognise her victory," said the
second-place candidate, former
lawmaker Elisa Carrio, in a broadcast
speech. She had 23 percent of the
vote, according to thelatest count.

The score would make Fernandez
the outright victor of the election
without the need for a runoff in
November. When confirmed as the
winner, she will take office on
December 10.

With her husband applauding on
stage beside her, Fernandez made
special mention "of the man who is
at my side today, and who has been
my companion all my life," and blew
himalkiss. -

In the lead-up to the elections --
which she entered as the solid
favourite -- Fernandez emphasized
her husband's presidential record
maore than her own two decades in
politics asalawmaker,

Kirchner, 57, enjoys widespread
popularity for having overseen an
impressive turnaround in
Argentina's economy during his
four-year mandate. He has not
explained whyheissteppingdown.

When he came in, the country
was still struggling after a 2001 eco-
nomic collapse that saw it become
the biggest-ever defaulter of sover-
eign debt.

Since then, the economy has
grown nearly 50 percent and unem-
ploymenthas halved.

Fernandez reminded supporters
of that and claimed partof the credit,
telling them: "We have repositioned
the country, fought poverty and
unemployment, all these magedies
thathave hitArgentines.”

Observers, though, said she faces

a tough challenge on the economy
and could be in for a rough ride if she
ignores the threats now stalking the
country: high inflation, rising crime
andlowforeigninvestment.

"She will find it a very different
challenge than that during har hus-
band'sterm," MichaelShifter, a Latin
American analyst at the Washington
think tankThe Dialogue, told AFE

Her two closest rivals were Carrio
and Hoberto Lavay i respected
former economy minister who won
17 percent of votes, according to the
partial results,

A steely lawyer who got a taste of
executive power during her hus-
band's term n office, Fernandez has
been frequently compared to Hillary
Clinton, a US lawyer, senator, former
first lady, and al§g - i
hopeful.

Fernandez's desi
reputation for arrd
made many talk aby
Argentina's most
politician: Eva, ai
second wife to presi
Peron's third
Argentina's first-
dent -- but she
vated from the
her hushand's de
oustedinacou
Kirchner's Fro
was also set to sei
legislative Chambe
hold the Senate, [
vote Sunday, whil
governorships in
officials said. ;

Regardless of
cheers of the party ip
Fernanclez's win, vating --
sory in Argentinga -- was
apathy. g

o "Let's face it, m?'dycaﬁa about
these elections,” said Jonathan, a 26-
year-old newspaper seller in Buenos
Aires. "If we weren't forced to, we
wouldn'tbevoting.”
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