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Film directors and journalists

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

N October 28, renowned

film personalities and

journalists came
together at Zahir Raihan Colour
Lab Auditorium of Bangladesh
Film Development Corporation
to pay tribute to the late journal-
ist Obaidul Huq. Bangladesh
Film Directors’ Association
(BFDA) organised a discussion
on the occasion.

Eminent journalist and for-
mer editor of the Bangladesh
Observer, Obaidul Haque, passed
away on October 13.

The discussants recalled him
as a brave and creative individ-
ual until death at the age of 96.
He was the first Bengali Muslim
filmmaker in the subcontinent;
daring to take up the challenge
of making films, leaving his
secured job as a civil servant, at
an unfavourable time. Discus-
sants also brought into focus his
contribution as a journalist.

Chashi Nazrul Islam, who
worked as an assistant director
to Obaidul Hugq in the film Dui
Diganta in 1963, called him "a
complete man, a rarity in the
Bangladeshi film industry".

ity thatis difficult to find. He said
Hugq was like a "father figure” to
him.

Journalist Mahfuzullah said,
“Obaidul Hug showed us the way
to an honest and creative life
overcoming prevailing limita-
tions.” “He was especially sym-
pathetic to his subordinates,” he
added, :

Veteran filmmaker Soovas
Dutt shared his memorics of
acting in the film Dui Diganta.
Actress-director Kabori Sarwar
called for making a documentary
on Obaidul Hug. Filmmaker
Amjad Hossain called Huq the
“first fighterin our filmdom”",

Editor of the News Today
Riazuddin Ahmed, president of
National Press Club Shawkat
Mahmud and general secretary
of National Press Club Kamal
Uddin Sabuj; veteran journalist
Gias Kamal Chowdhury; theatre
and TV personality M. Hamid;
son of Obaidul Huq, Arham
Masudul Hug; journalist Ahmed
Zaman Chowdhury; filmmakei
Shibly Sadick and president of
BFDA Shawkat Jamil also spoke
at the discussion. General secre-

Islam recalled HMuqg's honest,
responsible and warm personal-

Obaidul Hug

tary of BFDA Shah Alam Kiron
coordinated the proceedings.

A subtle and suave display

Art exhibition by Purbita

Fayza HAQ

The current exhibition by 'Purbita’, a women's
organisation, being held at the Shilpakala Acad-
emy, is a collection of works by amateur artistes
thatarequite admirable.

There are various mediums ranging from
watercolour to oils and mixed media. The dis-
play is neat, precise and soothing to the eye.
Apart from being lyrical in many cases the blasé
urban existence is also touched. A feminine
vision includes the expression of the aches and
pains and the confusion of modern day exis-
tence in the metropolis with decisive colours
and lines. Ranging from realism to expression-
ism and cubism, the paintings reflect dexterity

-and perseverance, . L4

The artists have been {trained by Kazi

Mozzamal Hussain, at YWCA. Works by sixteen
artists have been selected for the display.

Dr. Nilufar Jahan Khan, a gynaeccologist by
profession, has the best entrees, even though
they are realistic and may not cater to the pres-
ent rage for contemporary art. In her oil work
one sees three paratha makers at a tea-stall
rolling out the dough and frying the comesti-
bles. They work in unison on tables apd the end
of a big bin. Brave in their ganji and lungi they
appear to be bursting with enthusiasm.

Dr. Khan's other paintings include presenta-
tion of roots of trees, with a backdrop of the sky
and the falling jade coloured leaves. The romans
ticised delineations of tree tools are currently
very much in vogue in the city. Her last piece

brings in three large boats with red tiles and

labourers, seen at Naraynganj. The portrayal of
the brick kiln and the loaders on the boats have

‘been dang with'an eye for detuils.

Fahmida Khatoon's paintings in mixed
media are fairly thought provoking. In the first
image shebrings in the depiction of the complex

existence of city life. In the work the artist pres-
ents an enchained hand smoking a cigarelle,
with a matchbox and an ashtray in front. This is
done in a cubistic fashion with light, feminine
shades, contrasted by darker ones. The second
piece, Image of life, by Fahmida has a woman's
portrait, done in two separate rectangularback-

grounds, To the left is a large perched butterfly

flecked with flamboyant colours,

Nipa D'cruz's Trap shows two hands doing
the cat's cradle game. An actual string has been
superimposed on the painting. The game sym-
bolises the olten-confused existence of our
urban women who sometimes feel suffocated
bymale dominance, Zakia Jasmine's workis also
recommendable, as it brings in the depiction of
a school, where many people have studied and
which floods Innostalgic memories.

Although the painters are amateurs, the
exhibit is certainly worth viewing. The exhibi-
tion endstomorrow.

The Raily Star
Aupi Karim ties the knot
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Tt was an arranged marriage for
popular TV actress Aupi Karim.
Aupi tied the knot with Dr. Asir
Ahmed, acomputer engineer living
in Japan. According to sources, Dr.
Ahmed had approached Aupi's
family in 2002. Aupi, however,
wanted to complete her graduatien
first. The actress was not eager to
marry anyone from the media, so it
seemed like a good match. Though
the wedding took five years to
materialise, the groom seemed to
have made up his mind about
marrying the woman of his dreams.
The wedding was held in an 3
informal gathering on October 26, %
al the residence of the bride's§

parents. On the occasion, the
groom was finally able to place the h
platinum ring he had bought for
Aupi way back in 2002, on her§
finger. The formal reception is due ©
inDecember, saysareliablesource. §
Dr. Asir Ahmed is an associate &
professor of Computer Science and
Communications Engineering in
Kyushu University of Japan. Heis also
, aProject Manager of Grameen Com-
munication's Global Communica-
tion Centre. Both Aupi and Ahmed

The newly wads Aupi Karim (R) and Dr. Asir Ahmed

are former students of BUET. Ahmed
went to Japan for higher studieson a
Monbukagakusho (Moanbushu)
Scholarship.

The groom visits the country every
month and has plans to move back to
Bangladesh for good in the near
future,
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Members of the Santal community in Dinajpur during the traditional "Dasai” dance at the recently held "Bou Mela",
The melawas organised jointly by the North Bengal Indigenous Community and Gopalgan] Union Porishad and was
" held at the Gopalganj High School premises in Birgan] upazila, Dinajpur. Thousands of young people in colourful
attire, from the different indigenous communities from Dinajpur, Rangpur, Thakurgaon, Panchagarh, Joypurhat,
Gaibandha, Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat, Natore and Chapainawahganj districts, took part in the festival .

De Niro and Michael Mann team up
for gangster movie

Robert De Niro is teaming up
with Michael Mann, who
directed him in the superb cops
'n" robbers thriller Heat. The
method mumbler will play the
title role in Frankie Machine, an
adaptation of the novel by Don
Winslow.

According to Variety,
Machine is a retired Mafia
hitman forced back into the
business by threats on his life.
Hopefully De Niro and Mann's
combined talents can tran-
scend the creaky and predict-
able premise.

Source:BBC
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