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No end to water crisis in

Sylhet city in sight

- Almost nothing done in four years, project director

discharges duty from Dhaka

1QBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet

Water crisis in Sylhet city will not be
OVErs00M.

The city dwellers will have to
wait for years more for a better
situation as there is no sign of quick
implementation of the much
awaited "Water supply, sanitation
and drainage project for Sylhetand
Barisal city corporations', sources
said.

After gathering dust for four
years, it got a project director
months ago, who is discharging his
duties as additional job with office
at the Public Health Engineering
Departmentin Dhaka.

The project initially involved Tk
40 crore including Tk 24 crore for
Sylhet. It includes, land acquisition
and development, replacement of
production tube well, pump house
construction and renovation of
existing supplylines.

Progress in implementation of
the project is almost nil since the
work is being done from Dhaka
from the very beginning, an official
at Sylhet City Corporation (SCC)
told this correspondent yesterday
seeking anonymity.

The process for appointment of

PHOTO: STAR
Dilapidated age-old overhead water tank at Topkhana in Sylhat city.

aconsultant began only weeks ago,
hesaid.

OnlyTk2 lakh was sanctioned in
2006-07 financial year and Tk one
crore in the current financial year
(2007-2008).

SCC sources admitted that they
can meet only 40 per cent of the
present demand for 5 crore litres of
wateraday.

SSC Chief Executive Officer Kazi
Abdul Noor said the demand is
increasing every day as the city's
population is swelling fast.

The demand could be largely
met if the project could be imple-
mented, he said.

The problem got confounded as
four over head tanks of SCC are
inoperative for long. Water is being
supplied through 18 pumps. The
age old plant at Topkhana is being
used for purifying water collected
from Surma river.

Besides, there are problems like
pilferage, wastage due to dilapi-
dated condition of supplylines and
corruption by asection of SCCstaff,
sourcessaid.

SCC officials said they are trying
to improve the situation but the
existing SCC facilities are too inad-
equate to the needs.

Pabna FFs
demand
allowance hike

QOur CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Pabna district unit command coun-
cil of Bangladesh Muktijodhdha
Sangsad in a memorandum to the
Liberation War ministry urged
increasing their monthly honorar-
ium toTk5,000.

The freedom fighters also
demanded correction of the freedom
fighters list made by the immediate
pastfour-partyalliance government.

- Other demands made in the
memorandum include free supply
-of gns and 200 units of electricity
for the freedom fighters' families,
ensuring 15% quota for the free-
dom fighters' sons and daughters
in granting full free studentship in
educational institutions and 30%
quutain 'Inbsecturforthem

Eight education centres in tea
gardens face closure

Donation uncertain due to litigation

Ounr CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Bight education centres for the
school dropout children of tea
garden labourers in Kamalganj
upazila face the risk of closure at
any time following a case filed
against these centres.

'Sacio Economic Welfare
Activities' (SEWA), 2 local NGO, is
conducting those educational
centres for the under-privileged
childrenoftea garden labourers.

As officials of the donor organi-
sation, German-Bangladesh
Association, have been accused in

the case filed by an expelled mem-
ber the organisation, donation for
the programme may be withdrawn
from 2008, SEWA President
Shamsul Haque Mintu said while
reading out awritten statement ata
pr{:sscanfcmncu.

More than 200 guardians and
their children were present at the
conference held at an educatjon
centre in Shamshernagar Tea
Garden on Saturday.

SEWA set up eight Child
Education Centres at eight labour-
ers' slums in Shamsernagar tea
garden in Kamalganj upazila to
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educate the tea garden labourers’
children, Mintu said.

"After SEWA had applied for
fund to German-Bangladesh
Association in Germany, five repre-
sentatives of the organisation
visited Shamshernagar tea garden
twa times and inspected the activi-
ties of the Child Education Centres
of the SEWA,

Haider Choudhury, an
expelled member of German-
Bangladesh Association, also
took asimilar projectat hishome
village in Feni district but his
attempt to draw grant from the
assoclation failed, Mintw said,
adding that later the association
allocated around Tk 60 thousand
for SEWA project at Shamsherna-
gar Tea Garden.

"Haider Choudhury gave power
of attorney to his younger brother

Moshud Choudhury whao on |
December 8, 2005 filed a case |
against four members of German-
Bangladesh Association, a mem-
ber of SEWA, a teacher of a child |
education centre and the chair- |
man of Shamshernagar Union
Parishad, the SEWA president said
in the press conference.”
Kamalganj police submitted an
investigation report to Moulvibazar
Magistrate's Court but following
plaintiff Moshud Choudhury's 'no
confidence’, the magistrate sent it
to Cagnizance Court No-1, Mintu
said.
German-Bangladesh
Association is now reconsidering
their decision about whether to
continue their funding for SEWA
project, said the SEWA president. |
[Ie sought the interference of the |
caretaker government for smooth |
functioning of the eight educa- |
tion centres. !

Tk 16cr allocated
for repair of
Benapole road

A CORRESPONDENT, Henapole

The government has allocated Tk
16 crore to repair badly damaged
Benapole-Jessore Asian Highway,
which is widely used for transpor-
tation through Benapole land
port.

The Roads and Highways
Department (RHD) will complete
their primary repair work in 42
kilometres of the highway, includ-
ing 38 km main road and the rest
bypass road.

Importance of the highway is
much greater now as the cross-
horder trade with India through
Benapole port has increased
almost four times, port officials
said. f
The RHD will invite tender for |
the repair work within two months |
and the task is to be accompli'sht:d
byJune2008.

Total cost of the repair work, | .
However, would be Tk 117 crore and |
implementing the plan will require |
five years, RHD engineers said,
adding that on completion the |
whole task width of the road would |
be60 feet.

A separate project has been |
taken for plying of vehicles during |
the period. i

JMB men held
in Faridpur

A CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Faridpur Kotwali police yesterday
arrested three alleged members of
Jamaatul Mujahideen, Bangladesh
(JMB) from the courtarea.

The arrestees are Asaduzzam
.25, of Gazipur, Aminur Sikder, 22,
of Patuakhali and Saidur Rahman
.24, of Nagarkanda upazila in
Faridpur district.

Police recovered a large num-
ber of Jihadi books, cassettes and
14 SIMs of cell phone from their
possession.

Police claimed that the three
were involved in the serial bomb-
ingacross the country in 2005.

Task force probes
wealth of ex-AL
MP Atiq

UNB, Sherpur

The task force investigating into
the wealth of former Awami League
lawmaker Atiqur Rahman Atiq
yesterday visited his village home
at Baroghoria in Sadar upazila,

Elected for two consecutive
terms, Atig was listed as a corrupt
suspect by the Anti-Corruption
Commission. He has already sub-
mitted statement of his wealth
worthTk43 lakh.

The former MP told UNB by
phone that he has no ill-gotten
wealth. Property inherited from
father and savings of remuneration
as MP for 10 years -- all have been
shown in the wealth statement to
the ACC.

Major Zulfigar Ali, who is head-
ing the four-member task force,
said they have examined different
sources and interrogated officials
to ascertain the wealth of Atiq, also
president of Sherpur district
Awami League. They may conduct
further inquiry.

Outlaw held,
arms seized
in Pabna

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The Rapid Action Battalion (Rabj)
arrested an activist of outlawed
Sarbahara Party and seized fire-
arms from a remote area in
Chatmohar upazila under the
districton Saturday night.

The arrestee is Md Arlek, 45, of
village Khotbari puran para in the
upazila, is accused in six murder
cases, Hab said.

After arresting Arlek from
Khotbari Madrasa area at about
10:00pm, Rab recovered a shutter
gun, a light gun and six bullets
following his statement.

Diarrhoea spreads
in Mymensingh,
C'nawabganj

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Diarrhoea is spreading fast in
Mymensingh and Chapainawab-
ganj districts.

OurMymensingh Correspondent
reports: Diarrhoea attacked 311
peoplein 12 upazilason Sunday.

Eighteen patients were admit-
ted to Surja Kanta Hospital on the
day.

However, no death was also
reported, according to sources in
Mymensingh civil surgeon (CS)
and Surja Kanta Hospital (SKH).

Diarrhoea claimed five lives and
attacked 2,400 others in 13 days in
the district.

A severe crisis of Intravenous
(V) fluid was prevailing in the
hospital since outbreak of the
discase two weeks ago. Attendants
of patients have to collect saline

from outside the hospital. Poor

patients are the worst sufferers.

Asource in Surja Kanta Hospital
said the outbreak of the disease all
over the country at a time has
attributed to the crisis of IV fluid.

But the hospital authorities
denied reports of its crisis. Stock of
salineand other medicine is enough
totackle thesituation, they said,

A Correspondent from
Chapainawabganj reports: The
disease is spreading fast in Sadar
and Shibganj upazilas.

Seven people died and over
4,731 others were attacked with the
disease in the ongoing month. Of
them, five patients died at Sadar
hospital and two others at Shibganj
Health Complex.

Sixty-four people were attacked
with intestinal disease on Sunday.
Of them, 37 were shifted to Sadar
hospital, 16 to Shibganj Health
Complex, four to Gomaostapur
Health Complex, two to Nachole
Health Complex and five to
Bhalahat Health Complex, officials
said.

On average, 40 patients are
being admitted to Sadar hospital
daily, they said. Rush of patients is
higher at Chapainawabganj Sadar
Hospital and Shibganj Health
Complex.

An army medical team lead by
Colonel Shafiqul Islam visited
Chapainawabganj Sadar Hospital
and Shibganj Health Complex
recently.

Chapainawabgan] civil surgeon
office sources said all measures
were taken to check spread of the
disease. They also denied crisis of
oralsaline, IV fluid and other medi-
cine. Sixty-four medical teams are
working in the affected areas, they
said.

Chapainawabganj Pourasabha
has also taken measures to tackle
the situation.

Puthia UNO
stops child
marriage

RU CORRESPONDENT

A child marriage was stopped at
timely intervention of Puthia
upazila nirbhai officer (UNO) at
Tarapur village in Rajshahi yester-
day.

The marriage ceremony of
Sima, 14-year-old daughter of late
Alep Uddin, also a student of
Tarapur High School, was sched-
uled to be held at the village at
about 10 am.

Being informed, Puthia UNO
Khaled Masud sent a police team
led by Puthia Union Parisad (UF)
chairman Shafiqul Islam to the
village.

The UP chairman pursuaded
Sima's guardians to stop the child
marriage and took assurance from
them that they would continue
their daughter's studies.

Voter listing
begins today
in Moulvibazar

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Enumerators will collect informa-
tion of eligible voters by visiting
from door to door in Moulvibazar
town from today, district election
office sources said.

The work will continue upto
Novemnber 7, theysaid.

PHOTO: STAR
Devouring over 100 homesteads and vast croplands in two months, the Jhinai river is threatening more areas in 15
villages in Basail and Mirzapur upazilas in Tangail. The photo was taken from Kashil village in Basail yesterday.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY

IFIC Bank Ltd. is a first generation private sector bank having wide local branch network and affiliates abroad.
The Bank is now looking for a Senior Executive as Head of its IT Division having vast experience in the field of
Information Technology and related areas, especially in the domain of Banking.

The ideal candidate should have -
« Masters degree in science discipline preferably in Computer Science and Engineering with extremely
high-level aptitude in Information Technology.

+ Depth of knowledge in Network Infrastructure, Security, routine network performance auditing.
» Thorough knowledge and experience on relational Databases, Database security, Database administration,
Database performance Tuning in particular with DB2/Oracle/MSSQL.
o Familiarity with Unix Operating System, its management, security and command tools. Knowledge on
QS5/400 experience will be preferred.
» Good knowledge of Banking Delivery channels e.g. AT.M., POS etc and reconciliation to Core Banking

s Excellent knowledge on Disaster recovery and backup-restore system.

« Successful track record on IT Project Management, preferably in Banking Software implementation Project.
* Knowledge on Project Management Methodologies, Project Planning and Project Administration. .

s A thorough familiarity with data mining/ warehousing concept.
s Advance knowledge of bank's standard software and the ability to impart that knowledge to others.
e Excellent analytical skills.
s Leadership ability to supervise, control and motivate team members.

bank.

services elc.

and experience.

automaticallz dissua ify the candidate.

Responsibllities of the position include the following:
+ Implementation of the Misys solutionasper Bank's approved plan.
» Directing the entire implementation activities through defined processes.
» Organization of IT Division as per the approved plan.

« Installing the newer ways of internal management cultures and work practices within the IT Division and
interactions with other Divisions for ensuring the effective linkages of IT in all business pracsssas in the

s Popularizing IT in all spheres of banking operations.
s  Ensuring process re-engineering/ improvement in the business operations of the bank.
» Managing the changes.

The candidate shall be a citizen of Bangladesh and shall not be over 50 years of age as on October_
Position, sslary and other benefits of the candidate shall be determined on the basis of their academic

Interested candidates are requested to apply in confidence alongwith detailed CV, 2(two) recent paas
photographs and attested copies of all relevant certificates addressed to the Exscutlve Vice President & Head of
HRD, IFIC Bank Limited, Head Office, Dhaka on or before November 15, 2007.

No application will be received directly other than sent by post/courier service. Canvassing in any form will

. 16™ -19™ FLOORS)

s Participating in all areas of bank's upcoming business development efforts, such as, Cards, products and

ort size




