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Did U Know?

Badminton was firstintroduced as an official
Olympic sport In the 1892 Olympic Games
in Barcelona, Spain.

BrianLara

(WestIndies cricketlegend)

“One of the reasons I have been
looking forward to the Sixes is the
chance to do some wicketkeeping.
Playing alongside Shane (Warne)
and Glenn (McGrath) is new, and it
is equally unusual for me to be
behind the stumps.”

On his role in the Hong Kong Sixes
tournament thatendedyesterday.

BCB boss to
attend ICC
meeting

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
president Maj Gen Sina lbn
+ Jamali will attend the ICC (Inter-
national Cricket Council) execu-
tive meeting in Dubai on October
30and31.

Hewillleave for Dubaitoday.

After the meeting, the BCB
president will head to Kuwait on
invitation from the Kuwait Cricket
Association to witness the final of
the ACC Twenty20 Cup 2007, a
competition for Asian Cricket
Council's associate members, on
November2.

BCB's CE0O Mahmudur
Rahman will accompany him on
thetours. -
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Dhaka stor-
med to a mas-
sive innings
and 34 Tuns
victory over
Sylhet while Rajshahi were close to
their second consecutive win at the
end ofthe second dayin the National
Cricket Leagueyesterday.

Khulna continued their second
innings blues when they were shot
out for 204 runs. That set visitors
Chittagong a winning target of 367
runs. Atstumps, they were 25 forno
loss. Sylhet, forced to follow on
after going down for only 96 in the
first innings, again showed their
batting frailties, being bowled out
foraslightly-improved 221 runs.

The win gave Dhaka a maximum
of 16 points, while Sylhet had to be
contentwith three bowling points.

In Rajshahi, the hosts had
Barisal in the ropes, trailing by
seven runs after they followed on.
At the end of the third day, Barisal
were 216 for nine.

SYLHET-DHAKA
Resuming the day on one run,
Sylhet lost opener Imtiaz Hossain
when the right-hander edged to
Anwar Hossain off Mohammad
Shariffor11.

Wicketkeeper Mushfiqur Rahim
was first of left-armer Mehrab
Hossain'svictims, fallingtoacatchto
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Shamsur Rahman. Hescoredonly 1.
After Golam Rahman was bowied
byMehrab on 48, captain Rajin Saleh
and Alok Kapali batted with contrast-
ing styles. Rajin, ever the stubborn
batsman, scored his 32 off 87 balls
while Kapali was more enterprising
in scoring 29 off 33 balls, including
five boundaries. But one similarity

MEHRARB...m-0-m

was that both batsmen failed to take
Dhakatothelastday.

Tail-enders Nazmul Hossain
and Enamul Hossain delayed the
inevitable, adding 79 for the ninth,
with Nazmul scoring 45 and
Enamul chipping in with 36.

KHULNA-CHITTAGONG
All-rounder Shakib Al Hasan backed
up his first innings hundred with a
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Dhaka win big

composed half-century to keep
Khulna on top at the Birsreshtha
Shaheed Flight Lieutenant Matiur
RahmanStadium.

His 69-ball 50 gave Khulna the
much needed push to set
Chittagong a target of 367 runs on
thelast day. After scoring 108 in the
first innings and two half-centuries
in Dhaka, Shakib struck three fours
and a six in his fourth successive
good score in three games (two
first-class and one one-day).

Apart from Shakib, none of the
batsmen could match their first
innings verve. With focus onsetting
Chittagong a target, they threw
their wickets and in the end,
another crucial 30 from Mashrafe
Bin Mortaza took the lead past 300
runs. Chittagong's opening bowler
Tarig Aziztook four for 25.

Chittagong had the Igbal broth-
ers to thank as Tamim and Nafis
made sure there was no damage in
thenervouslasthour.

Earlier, left-armer Syed Rasel
cleaned up the tail claiming all
three first innings wickets to give
Khulna eight bonus poinits.
Chitatigong however took only one
batting point, in addition to their
four bowling points.

Chittagong need a further 342
runs foranoutright victory.

RAJSHAHI-BARISAL

Tottering on 77-9, Barisal added

ten more to be forced to follow on
SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh's
A dream to move
| into the second
round of the
Asian qualifiers
for, the 2010

i

tered when they crashed 5-0 to
Tajikistan yesterday in the second
leg of the pre-qualifiers in
Dushanbe.

Tajikistan, who had also quali-
fied for the second round qualifiers
for the World Cup in Germany with
identical 2-0 wins over Bangladesh
in both legs in 2003, advanced to
the next round with a 6-1 aggregate
after the firstleg in Dhaka ended in
al-ldrawonOctober 8,

Bangladesh, who made the trip
to Central Asia with a depleted side
in absence of key centre-back

held Tajikistan to 0-0 at half time in
the Tajik capital.

However, a dip in the tempera-
ture saw the visitors' performance

and they failed to show similar

PR Waorld Cup'shat- «

Nazrul Islam, began brightly and .

heavily deteriorated after the break

resistance as the home side ran
them ragged with Numondzhon
Hakimov slamminga hattrick.
Midfielder Zahid Hossain was
unavailable for the game duc 10

-dysentery as Bangladesh's Indian
coach Syed Nayeemuddinhad only

thiee playersinthgbenchy |

» _Arif replaced Zahid in'the lines

up while Shuvra started beside
Rajani in central defence, which
cracked in the very first minute
after resumption and conceded
three goals inside five minuies.

Tajikistan, who made eight
changes from the side that started
in Dhaka -- keeping only goal-
keeper Mukanin and attackers
Makhmudov and Hakimov -- went
nhead in the 46th minute with
Hakimov opening the account and
the striker added his second a
minute later.

Dzhomikhon Mukhidinov
found the net in the 50th minute
while substitute Dilshod Vasievwas
ontargetinthe70th,

Hakimov, who scored Tajikistan's
equaliser from a penalty at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium
earlier this month, then completed

Bangladesh lose 5-0

Hakimov slams hattrick for Tajikistan

his treble toseal the victory froma 75-
minutespotkick.

Hassan Al Mamun, the
Bangladesh captain who gave away
the penalty, shared the best player
award with Hakimov.

Bangladesh team’s co-ordinator
Amirul. Islam, meanwhile, com-
plained about: local hospitality
during Bangladesh's stay in
Dushanbe.

According to a telephone mes-
sage received in Dhaka, Babu
informed that although Tajikistan
were given 5-star accommodation
in Dhaka, the Bangladesh team
were kept at a non-star hotel, The

- food was also not up to the mark,
resulting in stomachaches for a few
including Zahid and Sharif.

"We played well in the first half
andheld them although the players
felt weak due to inappropriate
food. The temperature was okay
(18 degrees Celsius) in the first half
butitwas 12 degrees in the second.
Our players failed to cope with the
changed conditions as the oppo-
nents went on to expose our weak-
nesses," Arirul Islam told over

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4
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STAR HUNTERS: The lightweight Sri Lankan team celebrate their title friumph after defeating the All Stars in the final
attheHong Kong Cricket Sixes yesterday.

Iﬁ] Cricket

AFP, Hong Kong

An All-Stars team containing some
of the greatest names in world
cricket was beaten in the final of
the Hong Kong Sixes on Sunday by
ateamn oflittle-known Sri Lankans.
. Over two days of carnival
cricket, the All-Stars -- featuring
captain Shane Warne, Brian Lara,
Glenn McGrath and Anil Kumble --
had produced explosive cricket in
the tournament’s unique five-
overs-an-innings formai.

But their tun of success came to
cnd when the young Sri Lankans
refused to be intimidated and

Tigers crash
from qtrs

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh failed to go past the

quarterfinal stages of the Hong

Kong Sixes tournament, losing to
Pakistan by 6 runs at the Kowloon
Cricket Clubyesterday.

Inthefive-overballbash, theTigers
captain Mohammad Ashraful's 31
could not inspire his teammates to go
pastPakistan's98-3,

Bangladesh got into the
quarterfinal by virtue of beating
hosts Hong Kong by 9 runs, Batting
first, Ashraful's men scored 93 for
two. The captain himself scored 26
while big-hitter Nazmul Hossain
Milonsmacked 31.

In reply, the hosts could only
muster 84 for one in their stipu-
lated five overs.

U-16s booters

end with
four losses

SPORTS REPORTER

After their seniors suffered a 5-0
defeat to Tajikistan in the 2010
World Cup pre-qualifiers yester-
day, Bangladesh's Under-16 team
lost 3-1 to the Tajik youth team on
the same day in the AFC
Championship qualifiers.

Bangladesh, who had started
the Group D qualifiers in Abu
Dhabi with an impressive 9-1 win
over Palestine, ended their cam-
paign in the five-team race with
that single victory and four
defeats.

Bangladesh paid for missing
numerous chances after the Tajiks
took lead through Saidov in the
12th minute at the Al Wehdy
Stadium; Shakil wasted a first half
opportunity while Nadim failed to
convert three sitters either side of
the break as Bangladesh failed to
come backinthe game.

Sohel and Saifuddin also fluffed
easy chances as Gafurov doubled
the lead for Tajikistan in the 83rd
minute from a counter atiack
before putting the result beyond
doubtsixminutes later.

Sohag reduced the arrears for
Bangladesh in the 80th minute
after apassfrom Saikat.

Bangladesh, who lost 9-1 to hosts
United Arab Emirates, 3-1 to
Turkmenistan and 3-2 1o Uzbekistan,
willreturn home today.

DC Gold Cup
football

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

Sadar Upazila defeated Barkal
Upazila 3-0 in the opening match
of the Rangamati Deputy
Commissioner's Gold Cup football
tournament which began yester-
day at Rajbari Stadium in the hill
town.

A total of 10 upazilas are partici-
pating in the tournament, organ-
ised by the Rangamati District
Sports Association.

Chittagong Divisional Commi-
ssioner Hossain Jamil inaugurated
themeet as chief guest.

Sadar Zone Commander Lt Col
Masud Razzak, DC of Rangamati
Nurul Amin and police super Abdul
Baten were present as special
guests,

Kawkhali will face Juraichhari in
today's match.

UNB adds: Nawabganj Upazila
got off to an auspicious start in the
Dhaka DC Gold Cup football tour-
nament beating hosts Keraniganj
by a solitary goal at the Nekrojbagh
groundyesterday.

Alam scored the match winner
for Nawabganj.

Deputy Commissioner of
Dhaka M Kamaluddin inaugurated
the five-team tournament also
involving Dohar, Dhamrai and
Savar.

SL Sixes heroes

posted 127 for three after five eight-
ball overs, a total that proved too
much for their illustrious oppo-
nents, who made 111 to lose by 16
Tuns.

Also in the All-Stars squad were”

Zimbabwe's Heath Streak,
England's Geraint Jones and Craig
McMillan of New Zealand, who
won the man of the tournament
award for his brutal batting, though
he went for a golden duck in the
final.

Sri Lanka's surprise star was
captain Indika De Saram who,
under the Sixes' quirky rules,
scored 40 in the final after return-
ing to the wicket having earlier
retired not out for32.

SEE PAGE 18 COL §
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Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
kept its promise to find a new
national coach with Australian
Jamie Siddons sel to arrive in
Dhaka this morning to take over
the challenging assignment,

43-year-old Siddons, who is
currently enjoying a role with the
Centre of Excellence and as one of
the assistant coaches of the famed
Australian national side, will be
precisely the eighth foreign coach
of the Tigers provided that every-
thing goes according to plan during
his brief sojourn.

“Jamie Siddons will arrive in
Dhaka tomorrow, 29 October 2007,
Monday to finalise his employment
contract and have discussions with
the Bangladesh Cricket Board
relating to his new responsibilities
as coach of Bangladesh,” said the
press release of the BCB yesterday,
confirming that the sccret assign-
ment of the board's cricket opera-
tion's committee chainman Gazi
Ashral Hossain in India during
Australia's visit there earlier this
monthwas asuccessful one.

Lipu took the puarded stand

Sign

ATcomt b

because of the twists of events aver
the last one month that saw shock-
ing refusals one after another,

"Before the official signing, we
can't say that Siddons is our
national coach but both parties
have agreed in principle and now,
it'sjusta formality. He will make his
presentation to the board," said an
excited but cautious Lipu, who was
under tremendous pressure to find
a new coach after Australian Dav
Whatmore's contract expired in
May. Untreatably, Lipu was not
interested to disclose the financial
packages of the former Victorian
batsman. However, it was learnt
that he is going to receive a much-
improved salary than his predeces-
sor Whatmore, who received a
monthlypackage of Tk 14 Jakh.

"We are trying to maintain the

Name: JamieSiddons
Currentage: 43 years 186 days

Batting style: Right-hand bat.
Bowling style: Leg-break googly.

Major teams: Australia, South Australia, Victoria.

BATTING &FIELDING

M I NO Runs
ODls 1 1 0 32
First-class 160 280 22 11587

3

BCB's best kept secret

Siddons Bangladesh's new coach

Australian standard,” said a diplo-
matic Lip,

With the surprise development
itis now all but confirmed that the
Tigers are going to tzavel to New
Zealand for a full series in
November under a- permanent
coach. e,

"Tam thrilled to announce that 1
have accepted an offer from the
BCB to coach Bangladesh,"
Siddons said in a message 1o the
board. )

The Siddons news came as a
relief. Over the last month, it
seemed thatitwould notbe possible
forthe board'sad-hoc committee to
meet their deadline after all three
short-listed candidates, made by
the previous board, including
Siddons, withdrew fromthe race.

SEE PAGE 1B COL S
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AFP, Lahore

Pakistan's captain hopes returning
paceman Shoaib Akhtar can bowl
the team to victory in the final
match here Monday to clinch their

Souith Affica. !

South Africa beat Pakistan in the
fourth match in Multan on Friday
to level the series 2-2 and set up a
nail-biting finale in Lahore.

Pakistan recalled the controver-
sial Akhtar on Friday after he*fin-
ished serving a 13-maitch ban for
hitting a teammate with a bat
during practice.

"Ttisa greatopportunity towina
series against South Africa for the
first time and we will use Akhtar as
our main bowler in the hope of
bringing the best out of him," said
captain Shoaib Malik after practice
onSunday.

The 32-year-old Akhtar was
suspended and given a 34-million-
rupee (US dollars 56,000) fine for
hitting fellow bowler Mohammad
Asif ahead of the Twenty20 World
CupinSouth Africalast month.

Malik said a fit Akhtar, who has
been plagued with injuries this year,
was anasset for the team as Pakistan
lookedahead to the tour of India.

The team will fly there on
November 1 ahead of five one-day
internationals to be followed by
threeTests.

"If fit, Akhtar is an asset and
has done well for Pakistan for so
many years now. But we will need
ateam effort towin the last match
and if we win we will go on an
important tour of India with more
confidence,”

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6
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Akhtar rushed back

Final SA-Pak ODI today
. wrﬁ >3
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BACK ONCE AGAIN! Pakistan speedster Shoaib Akhtar bowls in the nets at
the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore yesterday. Shoalb is set to make a comeback
for the crucial fifth and final ODI against South Africa after serving only half

ofhis 12-match ban.
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