'-gﬁ’mr

hat the cases filed
na are false and fabri-
{ mnded immediate
withdrawal of those cases and the
release of er prime minister

TheALleader blamed Jamaat-e-

Islami and its student front Islami

Chhatra Shllgz‘ for the violence on

2 006 and demanded
_g':'nmmmembring the

culprits to book.

Meanwhile, the AL's committee

for dislogue with the Election
Commission (EC) on electoral
reforms sat at Hasina's political
office at Dhanmondi to discuss
different conditions set by the EC
about registration of political
parties withthe commission.

The meeting decided that they
will formally oppose a number of
the EC's conditions including not
using anyone's picture on posters
except the party chief's, having at
least 33 percent women all unit
commitiees, and dismantling front
organisations and foreign unit
committees.

The AL will also ask the EC to
simgnlifymeregistratiun rules,

On the use of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's picture
on' posters, committee member
Latif Siddigui said; "If the present
government declares
Bangabandhu as the Father of the
Nation and bestows national hon-
our on him, then we would con-
sider not using his picture on party
posters,”

AL Organising Secretary
Mahmudur Rahman Manna joined
the discussion and said if the party
is run based on the principles of
Bangabandhu then why are we not
allowed to use his picture on post-
ers? T

A number of other leaders also
joined the debate and said it would
be tough for them to meet the EC's
condition of keeping 33 percent
women on all committees. Most of
the leaders said they want empow-
erment of women but reaching
such a high goal suddenly could be
impossible.

to go for polls

AL Organising Secretary Sultan
Mohammad Mansur Ahmed told
the meeting that the EC must carry
oul all necessary reforms for a free,
fair and credible election and must
omit the "anti-state and anti-
people” conditions.

AL leader Abu Sayeed, who was
entrusted with the task to preparea
set of proposals based on how
different political parties got regis-
trations in different countries,
placed a five-page proposal which
the meeting asked him to give to
Abul Mal Abdul Muhith, who is
preparing the party's drafl propos-
als.

After the meeting, AL Presidium
Member Tofail Ahmed, who is the
chair of thie 21-member commit-
tee, told journalists that they would
place their proposals based on the
AL-led 14-party's 31-point reform
proposals.

The committee will meet
tomorrow again and finalise the
draft proposal, which will be
placed before the party's Central
Working Committee on November
1 forapproval,

UK envoy
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but trade and investment, and at a
time when trade and investment are
seen o be suffering from an unfore-
seen and paradoxical conse-
quences," hesaid.

Talking about the ongoing anti-
corruption drive, Choudhury said
the drive has upset the old ways, the
old system of understanding, and
this has led to a near collapse in
business confidence as people siton
the fence to discover how and if the
newsystem willwork and sustain.

"As a result of this and other
factors, economic growth this year is
predicted to be lower, may be up to 2
percent lower,"” said the British high
commissioner.

Replying to a query from an
investor, Choudhury said the UK is
not only one of the biggest develop-
ment parmers butalsoa politicaland
international partner of Bangladesh.

‘War heroes
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‘Terming his comments fabricated
and imaginary, they said there are
lots of evidence of the anti-
liberation activities of the [amaat
and people who were the victims of
torture of the Jamaat leaders are
“stillalive,

They hoped that the govera-
ment would take immediate mea-
stres to try the collaborators.

Workers Party of Bangladesh
termed the comments extreme
arrogance and said anti-liberation
role ofthe Jamaatleadersis proven.

They at @ meeting said the war
criminals have not yet been
brought to justice because of a lack
of foresightedness of the post-
independence governments and
giving favour to religion-based
politics,

The collabarators of the oceu-
pying Pakistani forces remained
untouched due to the lack of an
ideology-based politics of the
sticcessive governments, they said.

The Communist Party of
Hangladesh (CPB}, in a statement,
said the comments are part of a
lamaat conspiracy to turn the
countryintoa newPakistan.

True to its 1971 self, the Jamaat
has been continuing heinous
activities, they said adding that the
party should not get away with its
mischief as they were the collubo-
rators of Pakistani occupying
forces.

‘Bangladesh Trade Union
Kendra, Bangladesh Chhatra
Uinion and Dhaka Taxes Bar
Association also protested and
condemned the comments of the
lamaatsecretary general,

Meantime, members of the
martyred freedom fighters' fami-
ligs yesterday called on the govern-
ment to form a special tribunal,
instead of filing cases individually,
for trylng the war criminals as they
said the genocide of 1971 wasnota
simple killing or rape incident,
reports ATN Bangla.

They also suggested that the
government draw up a list of the
war criminals from the cases filed
by the martyrs® families across the
countryin 1972.

Blasting the recent boastiul and
demeaning remarks macde by Shah
Abdul Hannan, a known Jamaat-
sympathiser and former chairman
of Islami Bank, the war veterans --
thedeputy chiefofliberation forces
and five sector commanders -- told
The Daily Star that they would go
out on a limb to bring the war
criminals to justice.

On Friday, speaking on a talk
show on a private satellite televi-
sion channel, Hannan, also a for-
mer secretary, played down the
Liberation War of 1971 and termed
the pertod "civil war". Moreover, he
claimed that no genocide took
place in the country during that
period and no war criminal lives
here either.

‘Deputy chief of the liberation
forces Air Viee Marshal (retd) AK
Khandakas, Bir Uttam, said, "We
will take all necessary steps to bring
the anti-liberation war forces to
hook." .

"We will take lagal steps against
them, if necessary, after discussing
the issue with experts and law-
yers," added the deputychief.

Outraged by the comments of
Shah Abdul Hannan, Khandakar
said,” There is a huge difference
between acivil war and aliberation
war. All the countrymen except
them [the war criminals} were for
the liberation one way or the
ather.” ) .

"We fought against the Pakistan
army and their collaborators and
won aur freedom through the
sacrifice of three million lives,” he
said adding, "How could this he
called acivil war?”

He urged the government toban
politics of Jamaat and ensure that
its leaders get exemplary punish-
ments for their involvement in war
crimes.

Commuander of sector 11, Maj
Gen (retd) AKM Shafiullah, Bir
Uttam, said, " They [lamaat|
should know the difference
between a civil warand aliberation
war.” :
"Our fight aimed at freeing our
country. For our liberty, we fought
against Pakistan army who were
aided by Jamaat leaders,” added
Shafiullah.

"Our liberation war was, by no
means, & civil war - it was a libera-
tion war," said the former army
chief. "We are considering filing
casesagainst them.”

Lt Gen (retd) Mir Shawkat Ali,
Bir Uttam, cammander of sector 5,
said, " We fought against foreign
(Pakistan] soldiers and they
[Jamaat and ant liberation war
forces] helped the Pakistan armyin
commitiing rape, murder, arson
and killing of captured freedom
fighters.”

“They took up this ‘duty’ on
themselves while the Pakistani
army was busy fighting the free-
dom fighters. So, they were equally
guilty," added MirShawkat.

"IF it was a civil war, one group
would fight with the other. But
during our liberation war, 99 per-
cent of the population supported
the liberation war and therefore
tookpartinitone way or the other,”
hesaid.

"How can they term our libera-
tion war a civil war?" Shawkat said
adding that all foreign authors in
their books termed the nation's
strugglein 1971 aliberationwar.

He also vowed to take legal steps
to try the Jamaat leaders involved
inwar crimes.

Lt Col (retd) Kazi Nuruzzaman,
Bir Uttam, commander of sector 7,
said, "We have all the evidence that
proves that Jamaat leaders were
involvedin warcrimesin 1971."

"If you conduct a survey, you
will see thateveryone would termiit
a liberation war," added Kazi
Nuruzzaman.

Commander of sector 4, Maj
Gen (retd) CR Dutta, Bir Uttam,
said,” We are considering all possi-
ble stepsto bring the war criminals
to justice.”

Itisclearwho killed ourintellec-
tuals on the eve of our victory in the
war, he added.

Commander of sector 8, Lt Col
(cetd] Abu Osman Chowdhury,
condemned the remarks made by
Abdul Hannan and said, "A thief
never admits that he is a thief....
They dare 1o make such claims
because our political leaders failed
to bring them tojustice.”

BSF kills 1

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushria

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
yesterday shot dead a Bangladeshi

youth near Baradi border of |

Damurhuda upazila in
Chuadanga.

The dead was identified as
Aminul, 18, son of Tokab Ali at
Thajha of Damurhuda upazila.

BDR said BSF members of
Bijoypur camp fired on Aminul
when he went to a field near Baradi
border to graze cattle at about
H:dbam.

Hedied onthespot.

On information, Damurhuda
policerecovered the body.

Yaba business
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syndicates will soon be revealed
once the interrogation is com-
pleted," said the Rab official.

Huda and Ahsanul are now on
seven-day remand in two cases filed
with Gulshan Police Station under
the Special Powers Act and the
Narcotics Control Act.

Rab busted Huda's office in
Gulshanin the city on Thursday and
arrested him and Ahsanul. The elite
force members also seized 1.3 lakh
Yaba tablets, huge amount of chem-
icals and a machine used to make
Yabaand 5,000 ice pills.

The Department of MNarcatics
Control (DNC) is convinced after
canducting tests at its laboratory
that 1.3lakh Yaba pillsare genuine.

In another development, mem-
bers of Rab-10 arrested two includ-
ingawomanwith450Yabatabletsin
Shyampur in the city on Saturday
night.

Acting on a tip off, Rab members
arrested Mohammad Shahjahan in
front of Amin Super Market with 43
pills and a motorcycle around
7:30pm.

Following his statement, the
crime busters arrested Papia
Sultana in Boubazar and seized 407
pills and Tk 80,000.

Mobile court
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242 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC), and record the
statements of the accused after
informing him or her of the
charges, according to the ordi-
nance,

The punishments however may
be meted out only if the accused
confess, and those must stay within
the bounds of financial penalties
only.

But, if o confessed violator of

law does not want to pay the pen-.

alty"he or she may be sent w a
maximum of three months of
imprisonment.

And if the accused intends to
dispute the allegations, he or she
will be sent to the judicial magis-
trate for investigation and trial.

The accused may also file an
appeal with the district and ses-
sions judge.

Talking to reporters at the
Bangladesh Secretariar before the
approval of the ordinance, Law
Adviser Mainul Hosein yesterday
said the government is not bring-
ing any change to the CrPC while
introducing the new law.

“It's going to be an independ-
ent,stand alone law,” he said.

"If anyone is fined wrongly by a
mobile court, there will be provi-
sions for appeal againstit,” the law
adviser told reporters after a meet-
ing atthe housing and public works
ministry.

"The government has a respon-
sibility to separate the judiciary
from the executive, and it also has
the respansibility to keep the
administrative service efficient
and active for good governance,”
Mainul said.

The law is to ensure that the
administrative service cadres are
properly equipped to carry out the
necessary preventive measureslike
imposing section 144, convening
mobile courts, and running anti-
adulteration drives, he said.

"These powers have been there
for administrative cadres in some
other laws including in the cus-
toms laws, Those are now just
being incorporated in the new
law."

The decision to empower the
executive magistrates with some
judicial powers came following an
outburst by the admin cadres at a
seminar which was then followed
by a negotiation between the gov-
ernment and the leaders of
Bangladesh Administrative Service
Association,

[ajuddin
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peace and harmony among the
people of various fiths of its land
and has emerged as a country of
communal harmony in the world,”
Drlajuddinapprised the envoy.

Stating that Islam is a religion of
peace and committed to upholding
humanity around the world, the
president said that the people of
Bangladesh are very simple, peace-
loving, tolerant, pious and hard-
working.

He informed the envoy that the
government of Bangladesh has
taken up various measures in the
field of education for raising the
level ofliteracy rate in the country.

Military Secretary to the
President Major General M Aminul
Karim, Secretary M Sirajul Islam,
Press secretary Abdul Awal
Howlader and officials concerned
from both the sides were present
antheoceasion.

_NEWS _

Hasina files
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under sections 161/ 163/ 164/ 165/
165 (Ka)/ 109 of the Penal Codeand
section 5(2) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1947,

The foreign company Wartsila
Power Development Lud
Consortium and its partners
Sumimit Group and United Group
won the deal during the tenure of
Hasina-led government from 1996
to2001.

According to the case statement
the former prime minister had
received the kickbacks from the
three companies between October
7, 1997 and November 24 that year
in exchange for the permission to
setup the power plant.

The co-accused are former
energy secretary Toufiq-e-Elahi
Chowdhury, former Power
Development Board (PDB) chair-
min Noor Uddin Mahmud Kamal,
Managing Director of Summit
Industries and Mercantile
Corporation Private Ltd Aziz Khan
and Director Farid Khan, United
Group Chairman Hasan Mahmud
Rajaand Director Abul Kalam Azad.

This is the fifth case filed against
the AL chief, now detained in i sub-
jail on the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
premises.

She was arrested on July 16 in
connection with a Tk 3 crore extor-
tion case filed by Azam ]

Chowdhury, managing director of -

Eastcoast Private Trading Lid, also a
power company.

On April 9, Tajul Islam Farook,
chairman of Westmont Power
Company, filed another case under
the non-bailable sections of the
penal code accusing Hasina and her

CU students
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to appear hefore the committee to
give deposition on Tuesday in the
interest of the investigation,” he
said.

"If anybhody is interested to give
deposition and we find that impor-
tant, we shall record it tomorrow,”
headded.

Earlier, 35 people including
teachers and employees gave
deposition before the committee.

The committee was formed on
August 22 and asked to submit its
report by a month. However, the
date of submitting the report was
extended to October 31.

At least 40 students, teachers
and cops were injured in a clash
between students and [aw enforc-
ers on the university campus last
August. o i~

“portable CNG units;

i 3
»y o

personal staff Manu Majumder of
extorting Tk 3 crore in 1998,

In another case filed by Noor Ali,
managing director of Unique
Group, with Tejgaon Police Station
on June 13 Hasina, her cousin
Sheikh Helaluddin and his wife
Rupa Chowdhury were charged
with extorting Tk 5 crore for mediat-
ing between PDB and his (Naor Ali)
firm to finalise a power plant deal in
1997.

A number of other cases against
her have long been pending from
the tenure of the immediate past
BNP-led coalition government. The
cases include frigate and MIG-29
purchase cases.

CNG stations
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for a refill. This situation could be

improved significantly if the gov- -

ernment approves the mobile CNG
filling stations, said MF Kamal,
managing director of the company.

To improve the ongoing crisis of
CNG, the portable filling stations
could be placed at any convenient
locations inside the city aswell as at
the entry or exit points of the city,
Kamal added.

He said the project would be
very suitable for Bangladesh as the
country lacks adequate funds to
linkall districts to its network of gas
pipeline,

Speaking of the advantages of
such portable filling station, Kamal
said the units do not require any
permanent land and can supply
the fuel during crisis situation
when natural gas supply through
the national grid is ﬂreauhcd for
any reason.

The proposed unit has a control
panel, a dispenser and 140 CNG
storage cylinders to carry 6,000
cubic metres of compressed natu-
ral gas. A fullyloaded unitcan fill up
600 vehicles, said the sources.

Similar portable filling stations
are popular in remote areas of
Germany, USA and Argentina
where gas supply is not available
through pipelines.

In the project proposal submit-
ted to power, energy and mineral
resources ministry, the firm pro-
posed that the government pay
them a service charge for every
cubic metre of CNG dispensed.

Since the government policy
would require them to purchase
and sell each cubic metre of CNG at
the same rate, Tk 8.50, they asked
the government to pay the service
charge, Kamal said.

The firm also sought permission
from the National Board of
Revenue to allow duty-free import
of parts and muchinery of the

f)mI—J: RU reopen
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the academic activities recom-
menced.

The students were cheerful and

| were seen exchanging greetings as

they met their classmates, friends
and others after a long unexpected
closure.

"I feel very happy being on the
campusafteralong time as [ met my
friends and attended classes. But
there is uncertainty whether the
situation of the campus would
remain normal because four teach-
ersandsome students are stillinjail,”
i siruclcnl of English Department
said.

Classes at most of the depart-
ments ol arts, social sciences, busi-
ness studies and sciences faculties
were held with large number of
students attending,

The university authorities
reopened the dormitories on
October23.

DU Vice-Chancellor (VC) Prof
SMA Faiz thanked all whose cooper-
ation contributed o the resuming of
the academic activities. He also
expressed hope that the loss caused
by the closure can be minimised
throughworkingsincerely.

Sincethe university faces atleasta
six-month session jam over and
above the prevailing two-year ses-
sion jam, fresh schedules for the
postponed examinations have
already been announced, the VC
said.

The autharities are also aware so
that the students do not have to
suffer romstudyload, headded.

Members of swudent wings of
Awami League, BNP und left leaning
political parties were also seen
around the campus, However, they
did not hold any mlly or procession
duetothestateof emergency,

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Chhatra
Union yesterday met theVC request-
ing him to arrange for the release of
itsdetained leaderManabendra Dev.

Father of detained Deen Islam, a

“second year student of Mass

Communication and Journalism
Department, also met the VC
requesting him to consider the
release of his son and other detained
students, who were arrested on
various charges of violence on the
campus.

RAISHAHIUNIVERSITY
Academic acrivities in Rajshahi
University resumed yesterday, but
maostofthe departments did not take
classes due to thin presence of stu-
dents, reports our RU correspon-
dent,

Hugenumberof police, including
plain:clothes men of the detective
branch (DB), were deployed on the
CAMmpus, '

RU proctor and assistant proctors
with members of the law enforcers
were seen checking the students for
theiridentity cardssince morning,

Earlier, RU Vice-Chancellor Prof
Dr Altaf Hossain in an appeal asked
all teachers, students, officials,
employees, guardians and dwellers
of the surrounding areas o assist the

RU authorities in carrying out the
academicactivities properly.

“The university has to face a ses-
sion jam of at least six months due to
the unscheduled closure, RU
Examination Conteoller Prof Dr
Alwar Hossain said, adding that
previously, the university had been
suffering from a year's session jam.

The Mass Communication and
Journalism Department held a
meeting with the yniversity authori-
ties on Saturday at the department
chairman's office. Reports of some
students text messaging against
attending classes and examinations
were discussed at the meeting,
sources said.

Three teachers of the department
arcinjailatpresent.

Meanwhile, some RU teachers
expressed their disappointment at
reopening the university without
releasing their eight detained col-
leagues.

JAGANNATH UNTVERSITY

The Jagannath University was
vibrant as large number students
wrned up onthe opening day yester-
day. Most of the classes were held an
schedule,

Students entered the campus
showing their ID cards amid heavy
deploymentofpolice personnel.

Saarc experts
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Raising the incidents of alarming
spread of Yaba and other drugs in
recent years, the Bangladesh dele-
gation put strong emphasis on
strengthening the Saarc drug moni-
taring desk.

"We have made a strong point
on narcotics and said the youn
Eenemlim! is hci"ﬁ lmdly ect

y the spread of drugs,” said the
LGRD adviser, also a former
inspectorgeneralofpolice.

The home ministers' confer-
ence on October 25 was preceded
hK meetings of the Saare police
chiefs and home secretaries on
October 23 and 24, The conference
decided to hold the Saarc police
chiefs' meet twicea year,

The third Saarc home ministers’
conference will be held in Pakistan
in 2008 and the next in Afghanistan
in 2009.

On the sidelines of the meet, the
LGRD adviser had bilateral talks
with Indian Labour Minister Oscar
Fernandes and paid a courtesy call
on Indian Rural Development
Minister Dr Raghuvansh Prasad
Singh. :

Anwar also called on the
Afghanistan home minister and
urged him to take steps to rescue
abducted Brac employee Nurul
Islam alive.

"The Afghanistan home minis-
ter said they have some informa-
tion and expressed hope that the
abducted Brac staff can be rescued
soon," said Anwar.

Asked if there was any bilateral
talk with India on extradition of
criminals hiding in the two coun-
tries, the adviser said, "It was not

- discussed, neither was it on the

agenda."

Potato farmers
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this year, encouraged by last year's

Tk 10 lakh profit from 22 bighas.

He said his expansion plan is
now in uncertainty as he has got
‘'only 13 sacks of urea whereas some
80 sacks of urea, 80 sacks of TSE 40
sacks of potash, 1000 kgs of gyp-
sum, 50 kgs of zinc and 30 kgs of
Borun or 150 kgs of Sohag are
needed for potato farming on 30
bighas ofland.

Other farmers gave vent to the
same [rustration, seeking interven-
tion of the agriculture adviser (o
end the crisis.

The shortage of urea is also
affecting cultivation of Rabi crops
in most areas of Manikganj district,
farmers said.

In many areas farmers are
returning home disappointed after
waiting in vain in long queues at
dealer shops.

This correspondent, who visited
different areas of Manikganj sadar,
Ghior and Shibalaya upazilas in
last couple of days, saw a long
queue of farmers in front of the
dealer shop at Tarail Bazar in
Shibalaya upazila, where authori-
ties have deployed police o pre-
vent any untoward incident.

Farmers at Betila Mitorea union
accused the local dealer of selling
fertiliser at a price higher than that
fixed by the government.

Angry farmers at Rajibpur Bazar
in sadar upazila beat up a dealer
and assaulted four sub-assistant
officers of agricultural department
onTuesday.

Deputy director at Agriculture
Extension Deparunent, Mokbul
Hossain Talukdar, blamed the
farmers for the problem as he said
they, fearing crisis in the coming
days, tend to buy more fertiliser
than what they really need.

The agriculture official said he
got 2,135 tonnes of fertiliser he
asked for October, adding that the
authorities have also allocated the
department 4000 tonnes for
November. .

Deputy commissioner
Manikganj, Ataur Rahman, denied
any fertiliser erisis in the district
and claimed that management and
distribution of fertiliser is good and
therewillbe no problem.

"We will send urea to the farm-
ersontime", hesaid,

Siddons made
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Waugh as the "best Australian
batsman not to have played Test
cricket”, Siddons is Bangladesh's
ighth foreign canch @ :

: it 1
shiatn Witliams i charge fur two
taurnarents in the interim period.

He played only a single one-day
international, against Pakistan in
1988, and has a stellar first-class
record that includes 35 hundreds.
He was supposed to play a Test in
thatseries buta stomach bug lorced
him tositout.

An excitable character, he was
appointed as senior coach at the
Centre of Excellence in 2005 and
then became an assistant coach
withthe Australian national team.

He rakes the seat occupied by
countrymanWhatmore, who served
from 2003 to 2007. Whatmore lefi
the scene after this year's home
series against India, that came after
Hangladesh's fantastic showing at
theWorld Cup inWest Indies.

Siddons and the seven-member
Bangladesh side that played in the
Hong Kong Sixes, will arrive
togetherin Dhaka.

US-led forces
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aperation to clear Taliban Aghters
from thesouthern province,

Supur‘.llely. several Taliban were
killed by a joint Afghan and interna-
tional patrol in the neighbouring
province of Kandahar Saturday, the
coalitionsaid.

"The Afghan Natienal Security
forces spotted the enemies of
Afghanistan before they could carry
out their attack,” said spokesman
Chris Helcher.

“The patrol immediately engaged
the Taliban element, killing several
enemy fighters before they fled the
area,” the coalition spokesman said.

The coalition statements could
notbe independently verified,

Meanwhile, fve police officers
guarding an Indian road construc-
tion company were killed in an
ambush late Saturday in Mimroz
province, which shares a long border
with neighbouring [ran, the provin-
cial governor said.

"Five police guards were mar-
tyred in a Taliban ambush, but there
were no casualties to the company
engineers or civillans,” Ghulam
DastagirAzad saicd.

The road connects the provincial
capital Zaranjon the borderwith [ran
to the country's ring road. The offi-
cers killed were part of an auxdliary
force  that reinforces the regular
policeinrural partsol Alghanistan,

In another incident, Taliban
militants killed a former ant-Soviet
commander in Gardez, the capital of
eastern Paktia province, on Saturday,
provincial spokesman Din
Mohammad Darwaish told AFP

Local leaders fought against the
Saviets during their occupation of
Afghanistanin the 19805

"Mohammad Gul was abducted
by Taliban two days ago and his body
was found yesterday in the area. Fe
was an active social figure tnking
active part in local Shurs (coun-
cils)," he said.

Locals refusing to give their
names said a letter%‘mm the Taliban
found with the body said Gul was
killed for sp?;in for the Americans
and the US- :u:%(ed Alfghan govern -
ment.

DHAKA MonNDAY OCTOBER 29, 2007

Judgment in gre
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others to submit the probe report by
Novemmber 28,

HARRIS CASE

The court recorded stuterments of 16
prosecution witnesses including
complainant and the 10 before
setting the date.

During the argument, Special
Public Prosecutor Sved Mizanur
Rhaman told the court that he was
able to prove the charges against
Harrisbeyondof doubt.

The case was filed on March 25
this yearas Harris allegedly, through
abusingpower, got hold ola govern-
ment automobile belonging to
National Tea Company and later
handed itover to Amin Badal, one of
Harris' accomplices.

Anti-corruption Commission
(ACC) Assistant Director Monayem
Flossain, also the 10, submitted the
charge sheet against Harris and
Badal an July 22,

Harris is on the run since the
joint forces started clamping down
onthealleged corrupt higwigs.

The proceeding 0? the case
against Badal was earlier stayed on
anorder from the High Court.

Harris was earlier convicted for
three years in connection with a
case filed for not submitting his
wealth statement to the ACC within
thedeadline.

He was also handed down three
years' simple imprisonment for
possessing illegal foreign and local
currencies at his Gulshan residence,
HUDACASE
Judge AKM Ishtinque Hussain of the
Dhaka District and Sessions Judge's
Court yesterday heard on charge
framing againsttheaccused.

Five athers are Huda's brother
Kamrul Huoda, Yunus Al Khan,
Nasiruddin Bowali, Giasuddin
Bowali, and Sub-Inspector Shahidul
Haque of Dohar Police Station.

f them, Huda, Kamrul and
Yunus are now in the custody while
the rests have been absconding
sincethecasewas filed.

Ayub Ali of Dohar filed the case
with Dohar Police Station on March
6 against the accused for extorting
Tk2lakhfromhimin 2004,
TARIQUECASE
Metropolitan  Magistrate  Mizanur
Rahman set the date after the case
file was placed before the court
yesterday.

The ACC sued Tarique, his wife
Dr Zubaida Rahman and mother-
in-law Igbal Mand Banu on
September 26 for concealing wealth
information.

Tarique, elder son of detined
former premier Khaleda Zia, was
charged with earning wealth over Tk
4.82 crore illegally and concealing
information of properties worth
over Tk 4.23 crore in his wealth
statementsubmitied tothe ACC,
Zuhaida Rahman and her
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to destroy our unity and our consti-
tutional order will continue with
belicfand determination,” he said,

Turkey has been threatening to
stage a cross-border military nffen-
sive into [raq to hunt down the
rebelswho maintain bases there.

The conflict dates back to 1984
but clashes between povernment
forces and guerrilla fighwrs have
been escalating since the rebels
brokea cease-fire in 2004,

Kurdistan Workers' Party, ar
PKK, fighters have killed at least 42
people in the past month. Those
casualties included some 30
Turkish soldiers in two ambushes
that were the boldest attacks in
years.

Turkey's top military com-
mander, Gen Yasar Buyukanit, on
Saturday promised to make the
rebels "grieve with an intensity that
they cannotimagine.”

There is increased anger toward
the PKK in Turkey, and tens of
thousands of Turks have staged
street protests in several Turkish
cities condemning the guerrillas
and pushing for action since last
Sunday, when 12 soldiers were
killed in a Kurdish rebel ambush.
The PKK said it was holding eight
athersoldiers captive.

On Sunday, A 9-mile run across
Istanbul's Bosporus bridge to the
European side of the city turned
into an anti-PKK protest, with
thousands of runners waiving
Turkish flags and shouring slogans
denouncing the rebels.

"Down with the PKK" "every
Turk is born a soldier,” and “mar-
tyrs never die, the country will
neverthe divided,” they shouted.

The PKK has indicated it is
considering the release of the
soldiers in response to calls by a
lawmaker.

Military helicopters have been
shuttling more troops to the moun-
tains near Irac, while patrols secure
roads and checkpoints. The
Turkish government has not said
how many troops are now in place,
but local media has been reporting
between 100,000 and 150,000
soldiers are massed in the region,
squaring off against some 3,000 to
4,000 PKK fighters.

Hasina
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Commission (ACC) against her and
six others with Tejgaon Pollce
Stationon September2.

Earlier on Tuesday, the ACC
obtained permission of the court to
question the former premier over
thecharge.

. It has been stated in the frst

“informartion report that Hasina

received the amount from two
companies-— the Summit Group
and the United Group--during the
period between October 24, 1996
and Movember 24, 1997,

According to the allegation, the
companies paid the money in
exchange for permissionio setup a
barge-mounted power plant in
Khutlna.
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15 Kurdish rebels die

-t&-‘-' :
maother were accused ihetiing
Tarique in establis “the

money was earned through legl
incame. WS ST
ACC Deputy Director Jahiru!

Huda filed the case with Kafrul
Police Station.

Tarique submitted his wealth
statement to the antisgeait body an
June L0 through jail antharities
claiming to have assets worth Tk
1.37 crore in the names of himseif
hiswife and his daughier .

Earlier on March 7, the jaint
forces arrested Tarigue, also
accused in seven extopHon cases,
from his cantonmentresidence.

NAP also
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discuss electoral reform propns-
als. i, ¥

“All the BOVernments in_ 37
years of Independence have com
mitted mistake through not trying
the war criminals. So theresponsi-
bility of correcting the mistake
exists,” says a NAP proposal
placed with the EC atthe meet.

The proposal, read out by the
NAP general secretary, said the anti-
liberation quarters in collaboration
with the Pakistani occupation forces
“raped women, carrfed out mase
murders, looting and arson attacks
inthenameof religionin 1971",

The party asserted that those
who did so are war criminals. "Be-
sides, the countrymen know very
well the connection between reli
gion-based armed militancy and
anti-liberadon forces,” the party
said,

NAP strongly protested Jamant
leader Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Muojaheed's remark that neither wis
there any anti-liberation force (n
Bangladesh before nor now.

"Now there is no opportunity for
them to defend... They can't do
politics as per the censtitution,”
Enamul Haque told reporters alter
comingoutofthetalks,

The NAP delegation proposed a
hanonusingscale’, which is consti-
tutionally recognised s an emblem
ofjustice, aselectionsymbol.

Earlier, the BC sat with six paliti
cal parties -- Islamic Oikya Jote
(101), Krishak Sramik Jansta League
(KSJL), Ganatantri Party, fatiya Party
(Manju), Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD-Rab) and Jarmagt-e-Islami
Bangladesh,

Excepting the [Ofsand Jamaar,
they have all suggested a banon any
religion-baged political party and
anti-liberation force, mentioning
only the nameof Janusat,
by 00 £ it

On Sunday, an AP Television
News cameraman saw a platoon
returning from a mission to secure
a road near the border. About balf o
dozen helicopters could be seen
flyingalong the border with [rag.

Troops defused two roadside
bombs believed ta have been
planted by the rebels in the prov-
ince of Sirnak, close to the bonder
with Iraq, the government-run
Anatolia news agency reported.

Meanwhile, the locul governor's
office said that security forces had
detained two suspected rebels who
allegedly had trained in PKK camp:s
innorthern [raq.

Fresh clashes
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Tens of thousands have died since
the separatist campaign erupted in
1972.

Meanwhile, Tamil Tiger rebels
had clear "inside information”
ahead of a devastating attack that
virtually wiped out the Sri Lankan
government's fleet of spy planes, @
report said Sunday.

In a report in the island's Sunday
Times newspaper, defence analyst
Iqbal Athas said up to 27 elite rebel
fighters were able to siroll into the
Anuradhapura base unchallenged
before unleashing their assault,

Authorities had previously said
the rebels had sneaked into the base
by cutting through the barbed wire
perimeter.

"Up to 27 Black Tiger suicide
cadres were able to go unchecked
right up to the airt:m?f hangar,” the
report said, adding that the guerrilfa
strike force had camped at a nearby
abandoned house before entering
themilitarycomplex.

“There is no doube that the guer-
rillas have been receiving up-to-dar
intelligence on the lay out and going:
onattheairbase," thereportsail.

“There was inside information," it
said, adding security at the base may
have been compromised due to the
use of casual labourers hired to cany
outrunwayexpansionwork

.
Malaysia
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Manpower, Employment and
Training (BMET), Abdul Malek,
assured them of making arrange”
ments [or realising the remaining
Tk 80,000 for each from the recruit-
ing agency in three days, a retumes
warkersaid.

“Mustafizur Rahman, ownes of
the recruiting agency, said that we
(workers) have to bring with us the
sub-agents to whom we had paid
the money. But many of the sub-
agents are not willing to cdme,” he
said.

When contacted, Bxpatriates'
Welfare Secretary Abdul biatin
Chowdhury said if it is not possible
for the workers to bring the sub-
agents with them, they should
inform the authorities concerned,
Necessiry actions would be taken
in this regard, he added.



