mu

’l'hn mahl Hindu nationalist party

ay poised to take power

2 ﬁuu e India for the first time

“after ending a political feud that

had brought down the government
inKarnatakastate.

A BJP-led government would
help stave off elections 20 months

ore they are due in the prosper-
ous state, whose capital Bangaloreis
homa to the software, biotech and

industries that are spear-
headlnglndln seconomicboom.

The state of 60 million people
came under New Delhi's direct rule
when the coalition government
collapsed on October9.

State Governor Rameshwar
Thakur was consulting legal
experts after the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) staked its claim
Saturday to Eurmi.n? guvemment

- with the support of old ally Janata
Dal-Secular, news reports said.

The two parties together have a

comfortable majority with 136

péiwer in Karnataka

seats in the 224-member state
assembly, bringing the BJF, India's
main opposition, within striking
distance of leading a government
insouthern India.

Senior BJP leader Venkiah Naidu
told reporters in Bangalore that the
governor, a New Delhi appointee,
had no option but to swearina BJP-
led state government because the
numbersareinits favour.

It is the latest twist in a political
drama that began three weeks ago
when the state government collapsed
in acrimony between the coalition

in what analysts have called
politicsofopportunism.”

"Never befare has the state
witnessed such as blatant oppor-
tunism in politics," political com-
mentator HS Balram wrote in a
commentaryintheTimesofindia.

The JD-5 had refused to transfer
control to the BJP and become the
junior partner under the terms of a
20-month-old power-sharing
agreement that had brought the
coalition ta pawer.

AP, Kolkata

Visiting US Treasury Secretary
Henry Paulson urged india yester-
day to quickly implement a land-
mark civilian nuclear energy deal
with the United States.

Paulson was speaking In
Kolkata, a stronghold of India's
communists, who oppose the deal
and have threatened to topple the
governmentifitgoesahead withit.

"This is a very important deal,"
Paulson told reporters after a con-
ference on bringing banking ser-
vices to India's impoverished
masses, "We want the nuclear deal
to move as quickly as possible.”

The deal would reverse three
decades of American anti-
proliferation policy by allowing the US
to send nuclear fuel and technology to
India, which has been cutoff from the
global atomic trade by its refusal to
sign nonproliferation treaties and its
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Paulson pushes India
on nuclear deal

testingofnuclearweapons.

Last week, the Indian govern-
ment said it would wait to finalise
the agreement for at least a month
after inconclusive talks with its
communist political allies.

Paulson acknowledged that the
Indian government would have to
first solveitsinternal disputes.

"You all have to work through
your own internal political deci-
sion. That's up to India," said
Paulson, who also met with West
Bengal state's communist Chief
Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharya
later Sunday.

Paulson did not address the
media after that meeting, leaving
the building fdllowing a scuffle
among journalists jockeying for
position near him.

Paulson is visiting India from
Saturday to Wednesday, with stops
in Kolkata, Mumbai and New
Delhi. He has said he will encour-

age India to step up economic
reforms and search for asolution to
long-stalled global trade ralks.

The Indian government has nat
taken the next steps in closing the
civilian nuclear energy deal nego-
tating separate agreemenis with
the International Atomie Energy
Agency and Nuclear Suppliers
Group, a group of nations that
export nuclear material.

The deal faces oppositon in
America, too. Critics there, includ-
ing some in Congress, say providing
US fuel to India would free up
India’s limited domestic supplies of
nuclear material for use in atomic
weapons, which they argue could
sparkanucleararms racein Asia.

President Bush and Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
have sold the deal, first conceived
in 2005, as a way to bring India a
nuclear weapons state into the
international atomic mainstream.

PHOTQ: AFP
US Treasury Sacretary Henry Paulson (R), accompanied by Buddhadev Bhattacharjee, the Chief Minister of the Wast
Bengal, reacts during a press meeting in Kolkata yesterday. Paulson in India for a four day visit, said that India
should go ahead with the civillan nuclear deal with the United States as ‘quickly as passible’.

Benazir visits blast victims

AFP, Larkana

Benazir Bhutto visited a famnily whose
son was killed in the October 18 sui-
il ey hert up 8ty
P y kept up a
secured tripto herancestralhome.
Benazir Bhutto made a jubilant
. return to her family district in rural
- southern Pakistan on Sa L in
--her first trip outside of Karachisince
the bombings in the city that tar-

geted the two-time premier, ripping
through herhomecomingparade.
Thousands of supporters
cheered Benazir Bhutto as she flew
into Sukkur city from Karachi
before she was driven to Larkana
district, where crowds danced and
waved flags as she paid her respects
atthe Benazir Bhutto family tomb.
The mood was more sombre on
Sunday as Benazir Bhutto called on
the bereaved family in their two-

room mud house and offered
prayers before moving on to the
home of a worker of her Pakistan
People's Party who was injured in
theblasts, which killed 139 people.

"l have come to condole the
martyrdom of abrave and innocent
hoy of 22 years who lost his life in
the movement to save democracy,”
Benazir Bhutto wrote in a condo-
lence book on the veranda of the
family's house.

SADHA

RAN BIMA CORPORATION (SBC)

Real Estate Department
Head Office, Dhaka-1000.

Advertisement for Expressions of Interest (EOI)
for Consulting Firm :

(Second call)

Maoists kill 5 more
villagers in India

AFP, Ranchi

Five villagers have been shot dewd
by suspected Mapists in eastern
India, a day after the left-wing
rebels killed 18 people, including a
former minister's son, in an
ambush, police said yesterday.

"Five civilians were killed in
Boda village by Maoist rebels
levelling charges that they were
police informers and invalved in
coal smuggling," Rajiv Kumar
Mallik, police spokesman for
mineral-rich [harkhand state, told
AFP

"They were first abducted on
Saturday night."

Villagers spotted the bodicsina -

forested arex near theiwr willage

some |20km west ol state capital
Ranchi,

The deaths come a day after 18
peaple, including the son of a
former chief minister, were killed
while watching a cultural perfor-
mance organised by the politi-
cian's family in another remaote
village in the state.

Abhout 16 of the state's 19 dis-
tricts are facing a Maoist rebellion
that officials say has spread to half
of India's 29 states.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has described the rebels as
the single biggest threat to India's
internal security. The Maoists say
they are fighting for the rights of
neglected tribal people and land-
less farmers.

I. | Ministry / Division Ministry of Commerce -
2. |Agency Sadharan Bima Corporation
3. | Name of Procuring Entity Sadharan Bima Corporation
4. | Procuring Entity Code Not used at present
-1’5 | Brocuring Entity District Dhaka
6..-} Expression of Interest for Consulting Firm for Architecture, Structure &
Selection of Interior desi gn work :
7. | EOI Ref. No. SBC/RE/HO/RENO/BHABAN/02/07
8. |Date 25/10/2007

| Key Information

9. | Procurement Sub-Method

List cost selection

Funding Information

10.| Budget and Source of Funds SBC's Own fund
t1.| Development Partner (if applicable) | N.A.
Particular Information
12.| Project/Programme Code N.A.
(if applicable)
13.| Project/Programme Name Interior decoration of Ground & 9th Floor of
(if applicable) Sadharan Bima Bhaban at 33, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka.
‘14.| EOI Closing Date and time : Up to 1.00 PM on 18/11/2007

Information for Applicant

%

5.| Brief Description of the Assignment

Preparation of layout plan, drawing, estimate and
detailed specification of works and bid document,
Supervision & quality control;
progress report, bill of quantities i/c certification for
payment, elc. as per rules, regulations, codes and
standard practices and procedures.,

Preparation of

Capacity Required

.| Experience, Resources & Delivery

similar operating
appropriate

The Sadharan Bima Corporation. Now invites
eligible Applicants to indicate their interest in
providing the Services. Consultants are invited to
provide information indicating that they are
qualified to perform the Services (brochures,
description of similar assignments, experience in
conditions,
professional
experience among staff, etc.). The letter of invitation
to submit detail technical and financial proposals
will be issued to the short-listed entity(s) only.

availability of

qualification  and

17.| Association with Foreign firms is Not encouraged
18.| Ref. No.|Phasing of services Location/Indication Date (Start/Completion)
Preparation of Layout, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka
plan, drawing, estimate,
specification of work, Bid
document and selection N.A
of contractor
19. Work Execution N.A
Procuring Entity Details
20.| Name of the Official inviting EOl | Engr. M.R. Khan
21.| Designation of the Official Inviting EOI| Assistant General manager (R/E)
22.| Address of the Official Inviting EOI Real Estate Department, (3rd Floor)
Sadharan Bima Bhaban
33, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000
23.| Contact Details of the Official 9553393
Inviting EOI
The procuring entity reserves the right to accept any or reject any or all EOI's.
(Engr. M.R. Khan)
SBC/PRD/TENDER - 29/07  Date: 28/10/2007 Assistant General Manager

workers and supporters of her party

P?‘EJTG:.I.F
Former Pakistani prime minister Benazir Bhutto talks at a meeting with

at her house in her ancestral village

Naudero Saturday. Thousands of supporters cheered Benazir Bhutto as she
visited herancestralvillage amid tight security.

Politicians, officials
wash hands off
Nawaz deportation

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
[slamabad

Pakistani politicians and officials
have distanced themselves from
the Sep 10 deportation of former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif on his
return home, saying they were not
respansible for the action.

Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz,
Punjab Chief Minister Pervaiz Elahi
and the heads of the 13 agencies
and departments involved in
Sharif's deportation have, In alfi-
davits filed in the Supreme Court,
said they played no part in an
alleged conspiracy to flout a court
order permitting Sharif's rewn
home.

Maost of them say "unidentfied
characters" whisked Sharif away.

The Supreme Court will on
Monday resume hearing a con-
tempt plea filed by Sharii's
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawiz
(PML-N) against his deportation.

In his affidavit, Aziz "has prayed
that his name may be struck off
from the list of contemnors while
the Punjab chief minister has also.
denied involvement and asked for
the dismissal of the petition”, The
Newsreported on Sunday.

"The copies of these replies ..
make very interesting disclosures
indirectly pointing fingers at hid-
den characters as masterminds of

the Sep 10 operation,” the newspa-
peradded.

For instance, the reply submit-
ted by the Pakistani government
through the interior secretary
carries a statement of Syed Kalim
Imam, additional director of immi-
gration at Islamabad Airport,
claiming his ministry played no
role in the deportation and that
"unidentified" people were
invalved,

National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) Lt Col (retd) Azhar Mahmud
Qazi, who atternpted to serve an
arrest warrant on Sharif after he
landed here but was unsuccessful,
claims: "Someone else was han-
dlingtheissue."

The Civil Aviation Authority
{CAA) has said that since
[slarmmabad airport's control tower
is operated by the Pakistan Air
Force, it is PAF that is responsible
for clearing and accepting flight
plans and providing acrodrome
controlservicesat the airport.

Pakistan Internadonal Alrlines
(PIA} says the PIA aircraft used for
deporting Sharif to Jeddah was
chartered by the foreign office,
which did not menuon the name
of the VWIP who was to be flown
out.

According to PIA, it had charged
the government over Rs 8 million
($130,000) for the charter flight.
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Export Promotion Bureau
Commodities Division

-y TCB Bhaban
S 1, Kawran Bazar
Dhaka-1215

Tender Notice for Manufacturing
National Export Trophy

Sealed tenders are invited by Export Promotion Bureau from the bonafide, renowned and
experienced firms to manufacture following trophies for awarding National Export Trophy for the
years 2002-2003, 2003-2004 and 2004-2005.

Type of trophy No. of trophy
1) Gold trophy - a3
2) Silver trophy - 28
3) Bronze trophy - 21

02. Tenders/quotations must be dropped in the tender box (kept in the receptian centre) of the
Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) Head Office at 1, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka on 22-11-2007 at
12-00 Noon and the same will be opened at 12-30pm on the same day in presence of the
representatives of the tenderers (if any). Sample of the trophy must be submitted along with
tender/quotation. Number of trophies may be increased or decreased, if necessary.

03. Tender schedules may be purchased from the Accounts Section dunng office hour of Export
nnn {elundable. Tenderer shall be reqmred to submit 5% earnest money on quoted amount in
the form of Pay-Order /Bank Draft in favour of Export Promotion Bureau, Dhaka.

04. Export Promotion Bureau Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders
without assigning any reason whatsoever. Commodities Development Division of Export
Promotion Bureau may be contacted for sample of the trophy and detail information in this
regard.

Director
Commaodities Development Division
Telephone No: 8151497

E-mail: epb.bd @aitlbed.net

GD-3708 Fax: 88-02-9119531
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