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Thousands of poor farmers, land-
less workers and indigenous peo-
ple reached the Indian capital
yesterday after a month-long
protgst march to highlight the
plight of thoge marginalised by
Indm‘seconumicboum

Men, women and even some
th]dren from India's neglected
hinterlands walked in orderly
lines waving green and white flags
or carrying photographs of free-
dom icon and revered "untouch-
able” leader Bhimarao Ramji
Ambedkar, e

Their demands -- the right to
land and water -- compete with

water

India's aim to turn rural land into
industrial zones and attract foreign
investment o maintain its scorch-
ing growth of more than nine per-
cent.

For millions like the estimated
25,000 marchers who began their
600-kilometre (370-mile) journey
from the ce ral city of Gwalior on
Gandhi's burthday on October 2,
India's "economic miracle” is
meaningless.

"Forty percent of Indians are
now landless and 23 percent of
them are in abject poverty,” march
organiser Puthan Vithal Rajgopal,
who heads a group called Ekta
Parishad, or Unity Forum, told AFR

"Such conditions have bred

j"_'1a s poorest demand rights
and, '

Mapist insurgency in 172 of India's
600 districts and farmers are killing
themselves in 100 other districts,
So we want to ask the government,
"Where ate the fruits of the reforms
inthese districts?™

The marchers want India's
government to introduce iron-clad
legislation on holdings, deeds and
tenancy rights -- replacing the
current system where ownership
can easily be taken by the rich and
powerful.

Many have lost land because
of the absence of property deeds
among people who have long
lived on their traditional Tands,
including indigenous groups in
forest areas, or because of cor-
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Chittagong Port. Authority {CPA) Chairman Commodore M Faruque speaks at a view exchange meeting with the
media at Chittagong Port Training Academy yesterday. The meeting was organised by CPA. (Story on page 8)

ruption.

One farmer said a local official
issued a deed putting part of his
land in another's name after being
bribed.

"We filed reports, attended
courts but nothing happened,”
said Santok Devi. "And some 30
bighas (around an acre, hall a

hectare) are stuck in the contro- |

versy."

Agovernment plan to setup tax-
friendly special economic zones
across thousands of acres of farm-

landinabid tolure overseas corpo- |

rations has also led to sometime
vinlent protests over displacermnent
inatleasttwo states.

"For tribals there is no place left
to go," said march coordinator
Mrityunjay Sanjay. "They are get-
ting displaced for factories. There is
no place left for poor people o go
in this country.”

On Monday, the protesters will
march to India's federal parlia-
ment to press for the setting up of a
single land authority and fast-track
courts forland disputes,

"People are still coming,” said
march coordinator Mrityunjay
Sanjay. "Their basic meets are
not mel -- they don't have land,
they don't have lood, they don't
have water. What are they sup-
poscdto do?”

Sanjay said they were waiting to
see il the government showed
concrete signs Monday of address-
ingtheirdemands.

In spite of their deep-scated
anger, marchers kept their spir-
its up by singing inspirational
songs and daneing as they
camped in the old part of the
capital for the night.

‘No evidence Iran making

A¥P, Washington

Chief UN nuclear watchdog
-Mohamed ElBaradei said yesterday
he had no evidence that Tran is
actively building nuclear weapons,
despite recent bellicose rhetoric
from 1S leaders.

"1 have not received any infor-
mation that there is a concrete
active nuclear weapons
programme going on right now,"

the~direvtor wi the International -

~ Morit: ‘hnm"bv Ageney 1o
warnmb that US threkits
“Tuelto thefire.”

CNN
aa1$1“

"Bven if Tran were to be wotking
on a nuclear weapon ... they arc at
leasta few years from having such a
weapon,” he said, citing assess-
ments by US officials themselves.

"At this stage we need to con-
tinue to work through creative
diplomacy ... as 1 don't sce any
other solution than diplomacy and
inspections,” ElBaradei said.

The White House Friday
rejected any parallels between its
iran rht_-!'rnja' and the run-up to, the,
T ingasipn, pited fresh sanciions .

O Tran and escalating U8 warn-
ings fueled comparisons to the

monthsbefore the 2003 invasion.

"We are absolutely committed
to a diplomatic process,” spokes-
man Tony Fratto told reporters,

"We would never take options
off the table, but the diplomatic
process is what we want 1o move
forward with,” he said, calling it
"unwise" to rule out the use of
force,

His comments came as US
President George W, Bush and Viee

President Dick Cheney have begn

sh.ur';ﬂv ramping up their thetoric

aboutTran, leading sbhmé cotics 1o |

draw parallels with the late 2002
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N-arms’

verbal escalation against Iraq.

In recent months, Bush has
predicted "nuclear holocaust” and
"WorldWar TH" il Tehran gets atomic
weapons, while Cheney has warned
of "serious consequences” for Iranif
it defies global demands to freeze
sensitive nuclear work -- echoing
the UN resolution that Washington
says authorizedwar inTraq.

ElBaradel said if the United
States had more information on
Iran's nuelear ambitigns than the
T worild he w
Tu::\t‘lldml].,n forward.™ .

He said "we cannar give Iran a
pass right now, because there is still
alotof question marks,”

"But have we seen Tran having
the nuclear material that can readily
b used into a weapor  No. Have we
spen an active weaponization pro
vram? No," hesaid,

Merely "exchanging thetoric”
swould not resolve the Tranian
nuclear case, ElBaradei said, point-
ing o ongoing negotiations with
North Korea as an example of
dealingwith the Islamic republic.

He said it is time "lo stop spin-
ning and hyping the Iranian issue,”
warning that military force could
sparkaglobal "conflagration.”
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Leaders of Workers' Party of Bangladesh place wreaths at the portrait of Russel Ahmed Khan at the party office in the
city yesterday. Russel was killed on October 28 lastyear allegedly by the Jamaat-Shibir activists.

10 militants killed in
Pakistan raid

AFP, Wat

Troops backed by gunship helicop-
ters killed 10 militants loyal to a
radical pro-Taliban cleric yesterday
in northwest Pakistan in the third
straight day of clashes, officials said.

Troops targeted hideouts of the
militants in scenic Swat valley, the
stronghold ol religious leader
Maulana Fazlullgh, who has been
driving a fieree campaign to intro-
ducelslamicSharialaw.

"We have reports that 10 extrem-
ists were killed in the action,” chiel
military spokesman Major General
Waheed Arshad told AFR

He accused the militants of
terrorising and killing local villag-
ersinthe region, which used tobe a
popular tourist destination in the
conservative North West Frontier
Province.

"Weneeded to take tough action
apainst a handful of these extrem-
ists who are trying to defy the gov-
ernment's writ and terrorise local
people,” he said. Hundreds of
peoplewere reported fleeing towns
and some roads were closed in
Swat where clashes between the
'[uft'u'rhiﬁldr‘} troops, backed up by
palite] and the militants loyal to
Fazlullah started on Friday.

Militants have seized and
beheaded 13 people in recent days
in the wake of the clashes although
a spokesman for Pazlullah has
denied that his loyalists were
involved inthe gruesome killings,

An explosion ripped through a
paramilitary vehicle on Thursday
killingup to 30 people in an appar-
entreaction tothe deployment one
day carlier of more than 2,000
troops to' the area to help combai
themilitants,

Officials said three other mili-
tants and two civilians have been
killed, along with (those behieaded,

Past International Director of Lions Clubs International Sheikh Kabir
Hossain administering polio vaccine to a child at a camp at Elephant Road in
the city on Saturday on the occasion of the first round of 16th National
Immunisation Days (NIDs). District Governor of Lions District 315-B1
Mazibul Hug Chunnu and Vice District Governor Nishat Parveen Hug were
presenton the occasion. Lions District 315-B1 organised the programme.

Cops to obey court

FROM PAGE 1
they seek extension of time for the
task.

Records say the police did not at
all submit the reports of cases aceus-
ing politically influential people. Top
police officials said during the nile of
political governments the police
never dared to submit report against
accused leaders and activists of the
ruling party.

They said poor and innocent
people are mostly the victims of
inaction and submission of biased
investigation.,

Police sources said arrest of an
S1 of Shyampur Police Station on
October 20 for taking Tk 5,000 bribe
from a person in exchange for
submitting the report to the court

in his favour prompted the DMP -

authorities to take the decision,
The person, AK Azad, filed a
petition case with the Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court that asked the
Shyampur PS to investigate the
matter. S Abu Nayeem

Mohammad Sabur Khan was
assigned to investigate the matter
inJune, but he called the complain-
ant to the police station and
demanded Tk 10,000 in exchange
for a favourable investigation
Teport.

DMP Commissioner Naim
Ahmed, who gave the orders 1o
submit investigation reports
within seven days, said alter being
assigned an investigation by the
OC, the 51 concerned often keeps it
in his pocket for a couple of
months,

The DMP commissioner told
The Daily Star that he has directed
the OCs to monitor the investiga-
lon process.

DMP Deputy Commissioner for
Tejgnon division Mahabubor
Rahmansaid, "Following directives
from the DMP commissioner, we
ate supervising investigations of
court orders to ensure that they are
disposcd of within aweek.”

since the clashes started.

The violence has hit normal life
in the region, bringing markets and
other trade to a standstill as people
fleethe ﬂrl:nmsafely,ufﬁirinlssaitl.

Security forces have entered
Manglor village, 10 kilometres (six
miles) northeast of Mingora, the
main town in Swat valley, and
forced militants to flee their hide-
outs, Major General Waheed said.

"They are operating to establish
the writ of the government in areas
where miscreants have threatened
public peace and order. The secu-
rity forces have extended their
positions,” he said.

Troops were consolidating their
ground in Manglor after the raids by
gunship helicopters, an AFP come-
spondentin the regionwitnessed,

Violence first erupted in Swatin
July, when militants mounted
revenge attacks on the army after
government troops stormed the al-
Qaeda-linked Red Mosque in the
Pakistani capital, Islamabad.

The Swat valley used to attract a
large number of foreign guesis
drawn by its Buddhist heritage and
archacological sites.

Bur the aea in the pnwmc *
bordering Afghanistan Ha$ 'in'the
past two years become a strong-
hold of Fazlullah's banned group,
Tahreek Nifaz-e-Shariat
Mohammadi (TNSM).

Securityofficials say the gronpis
linked to Osama bin Laden's al-

Qaeda network and Afghanistan's
ousted Taliban regime.

Pazlullah is also known as "Mul-
lah Radio" for his fiery radio
speeches in which he calls for the
imposition of Islamic Sharia law
and foraholywaronsecurityforces.

Saudi king to
begin European
tour in Britain

AEP, Riyach

King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia is to
travel to Britain today at the start of
a four-nation European tour, the
royalcourt announced yesterday.

The tour, which will also lake
the king to Italy, Genmany and
Turkey, is intended to "develop
bilateral relations... and to study
regional and international issues of
joint importance,” the palace said
in a statement carried by the offi-
cial SPAnewsagency.

Saudi Arabia apnounced in July
that King Abdullah would make a
three-day visit to Britain at the
nvitation of Queen Elizabeth 1.

King Abdullah, whose visit to
Britain will be the first since he
ascended the throne of the oil
powerhouse two years ago, visited
France, Spain and Poland during a
Europeantour inJune.

to suppleé&
crime; Menﬂn

STAFF, Correspondent ¥ {

kacrs Party of Bangladesh (WPB}
leader Rashed Khan Menonyesterday
said Jarnaat-Shibir group had been
trying to suppress their,crime at
Paltan Maidan on October28lastyear.

He was speaking at a daylong
programme organised by WPB to mark
the first death anniversiry of Russell
Ahmed Khan, an activist of the
Workers' Party, who was among the
fourpeoplewhowere killedonthatday.

Menon said that Jamaat-e-
Islami is now trying to hide their
heinousact.

They are lying on theiractivities
on October 28 as they did about
1971, headded. it

He urged allto foil the conspiracy
of the fundamentalists by defeating
them ina neutral and fair election,

WPB General Secretary Bimol
Biswas, Awami League leader
Colonel (retd) Farook Khan, Dr
Abdur Razzaque, Convener of
Communist Kendra Ajay Roy,
General Secrelary of Communist
Party of Bangladesh Mujahidul Islam
Selim and General Secretary of Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) Syed Zalar
Sazzadalso spoke on the occasion,

October 28 a
day of stigima
Says Nizami

UNB, Dhaka

Jamaat chief Matiur Rahman
Nizami yesterday termed October
28 a day of stigma and said “terror-
ists of sticks and oars" trampled
democracy and humanity and
polluted politics by creating teign
ofterroron Dhaka streeis,

&pcakmg at a doa mahfil at the
party's central office, marking the
“martyrdom” of Jamaat-Shibir
workers on this day last year, he
said those terrorists had jeopar-
dised democratic rule and dis-
rupted development process,

The doa mahifil was attended by
mother of slain Hafez Golam Kibria
Shipon, wife of slain Habibur
Rahman, parents of slain Mujahidul
Islam, parents bf slain Saifullah
‘v{nhamrnad Masum, pnrenl.t. of

lain Jasim Uddin and mother of
slaml"{usa] and theirrelations,

Nizami said when the 4-patty
alliance after completing its five-
year lenure was preparing to hand
over power to the caretaker govern-
ment, the 14-party combine organ-
ised a procession of sticks and oars. |

Jamaat and Shibir workers were
victimms of the terrarist act unleashed”
fromthe procession ofsticks and oars.

Mizamisaid one year has passed
after the cruel incident, but the
killers were not tried yet, "One may
escape trial on earth but none ¢an
escape the trial of Allah, because
Allahis” Alimul Gayeb!.”

Vacancy Announcement

A Leading multinational Freight Forwarding Company is looking for "Sales

Personnel" for their Dhaka & Chittagong offices.
No. of vacancies : Dhaka - 1, Chittagong - 2

The candidate should be:

e Smart, Dynamic, Proactive and Hardworking

e Fluent in English & proficient in computer operation
e Should have amiable & pleasing personality

e Should be a team player and have interpersonal skills
Educational Requirements:

MBA/ Masters in any discipline preferably in Marketing/ Management/ English

from any recognized university

Experience:

1-3 years experience in sales & marketing of Freight Forwarding / Logistics

Company is essential.
We Offer:

e Aftractive salary and bumhl‘;

e Excellent work environment & international carcer development
e [Effective and specialized training focused on required industry know-how

to strengthen global cooperation

Deserving candidates are requested to send their C.V. along with a P.P size photograph to
the P.O Box-6127, Gulshan, Dhaka-1212 by 15 November 2007.

Only short-listed candidates will be called for interview.

NAVANA

The Platinum Residence 2994-5373 sft. (approx.)
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Chatéau Dé Husains

2920 sft. (approx.)

Feroza Wilhelm

1870-1880 sft, (approx.)
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