u Star

ane gctﬁngtnto it.

He added that after the recent
selzures many students are coming
to them to déscribe how the drug has
h:*q [)[uyiflﬁr havoc with their fel-

We no#&ar maybe well over 20
percent of the students are taking
Yaba regularly” observed Belayet
adding that not only those from
affluent families but also the ones
from higher middle class and middle
classare turningto Yaba.

Hesaid theywould beabletohave
solid information in this regard after
an extensive survey that they are
planning tolaunchacross theeduca-
tional institutions in the city next
month. :

Most of the pushers themselves
are in the dangerous trade mainly to
bear the whopping cast of their daily
drugneeds.

According to the Narcotics
Control Act, if the quantity of
amphetaming does not exceed five
grams, imprisonmentfora termshall
not beless than six menths and shall
not exceed three years. But if the
quantity i¥'more than six grams, the
term shall not be less than five years
andshallnotexceed 15 years.

Acting deputy director of DNC
Mulkul Jyoti Chalma said Yaba began
wrollontothelocal sceneat the turn
of the millennidm. [ts use took a
nharpupwn’.tdmm in2005.

Initially, 4 pill would sell at Tk 800
to Tk 1,000, But with supply becom-
ing plentiful over the last few years
the price has come down to Tk 200~
500 depending on quality, said
sourcesclosetothe rade,

Although ane of the key functions
of the DNC is to gather information
on drug use and trafficking routes,
none of its officials could give an
estimate of how many might be in
Yabatrade. |

A user who this correspondent
had mrl.naggd to talk to said, "I know
over 20 pegple alone in Dhanmondi
area who sell Yaba. Now you do the
math how many are there in the
mt!mrity
FRAFFICKINGROUTE
Dunng the late 90s, Yaba would be
smuggled in from Thailand in small
aumum.SmceZﬂnO ithegan toenter
the couniry in large numbers from
Myanmar through ‘Teknaf border.

Now there is a vast cartel operating
on either side of the Myanmar-
Bangladesh border.

Aninvestigation by The Daily Star
reveals thatdealersin the sourcearea
never go out of their localities. They
employ mules for the tablets to reach
the capital. Some dealers from
Dhaka would prefer ferrying the pills
themselves from Teknaf and Cox's
Bazar since there had been little risk
ofbeingbusted onthe way.

A youth who along with a friend
was involved in the trade shared with
this correspondent a detailed
account of how they operated. He
said they gotinto the business aftera
friend from a rich family convinced
them howthey could make some fast
buckoutofit.

‘Theyweresmartenoughto hitthe
right spot' in Teknaf. They did not
have to go anywhere; their Teknaf
connection armanged it all. All they
had to do was carrying the pills 10
Dhaka which wais anything but risky
then.

Like many others in the business,
they would wear specially wilored
shirts to carry the drug. The shirts are
made in a way that whenever one
raises his/her arms the hidden pock-
ets move out of the area to be
searched. Unless the law enforcers
did a strip-search It was hard for
themto find theablets.

Most of the time the two would
carry around 500 pills and take pas-
senger buses. Around a year ago they
would buy a pill usually at Tk 100 and
sell that to dealers in Dhaka for Tk
200-220.The end users would haveto
count' Tk 350-Tk500.

Initially, it was tough to win the
confidenceof the dealersin Dhaka as
they suspected the two might be
planted by police or Rab.

Asked for some names of those
who are active in the capital, he said
he knewonly two major dealers--one
inhislatethirtieswould operate from
i Chinese restaurant in Maghbazar
and the other from his house located
between Star Kebab crossing and
Abahani Club in Dhanmondiarea.

Meanwhile, a police official said
they suspect that besides smuggling,
the sellers depend on clandestine
luboratoriesaswellto producethepills.

Thursday's arrest of Amin Huda
and his associates with a huge cache

‘mmg use of Yaba

ofYaba tables has only firmed up the
apprehension.

MODUS OPERANDI

The traders first target one or two
students to be their mules. They pick
usually those who are already on
some kind of drugs since they are
easier to be pushed into taking the
pills. At the beginning, they supply
Yaba for free but once the youths get
dependent, they begin charging
them. Eventually they make them
peddie the tablets among [ellow
stuclents for the money needed to
meet theirown dailydoses.

Besides being able to feed their
addiction, the pushers make a hefty’
amountoutofthebusiness.

TYPES, USAGE METHOD AND
EFFECTS

Of several types of pills smuggled
into Bangladesh, 'Golapjam' or
'Galapi’ or 'Golap' (pink pill) is the
most widely used for its longer dura-
tion of action and potency. Then
come ‘Laal Kutta' (red dog), green,
mango, orangeandothers.

These tablets are usually about
thesizeof theend of a drinking straw.
Theycomeindifferent flavours.

According to the US Department

“of Justice's Drug Enforcement

Administration (DEA) fact sheets on
Yaba, effects of its usage include
addiction, psychotic behaviour, and
brain damage. Chronic use can
cause violent behaviour, anxiety,
confusion, insomnia, auditory
hallucinations, mood disturbances,
delusions, and paranoia.

Aformer seller in Dhaka said fake
Yaba tablets that come mainly from
the Mitford hospital area pose an
even more risk since a mix-up aver
maintaining the proportion of ingre-
dients could mean a disaster for the
users.

Yaba can be consumed in various
ways. It can be smoked, snorted,
injected or orally ingested. The most
preferred way is having it like heroin,
In this method, users place the tablet
on aluminium foil and heat it from
below. They smoke the vapours that
riseafter thepillsaremelted.

Though itincreases the addiction
potential and more adverse health
consequences, the technique is
popular because in that way It
reaches the brain cells faster, lt:admg
tostronger kicks.

Shah A Hannan
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There was an Awami League govern-
ment until 1975 and there was

'nnmher A‘.{’m‘nl League goverifene ™

i 1996, under which [ worked a5 4

weretary and [ was even close w the
administration. But they never
thought of trying war criminals.
Another major party BNP was in
power during the rule of Ziaur
Rahman and later came to power
thrice, and at no pointdid they try to
hold trialsofthe war criminals.

Since no one is making any claim
and there are no cases filed with the
court--Bangladesh government is
the entity that can file a case and has
never filed a case against anyone--|
will continue to say there are no war
criminals in this country until the
government files a case against
anyoane,

CIVILWAR,NOT LIBERATION WAR
[ frankly think it was a liberation war
bt it was also a civil war not only in
the sense that it was between West
and East Pakistan but also because it
was a fight between political forces
supporting a untied Pakistan and an
independent Bangladesh.

[f they can prove that these things
|war crimes] were done in 1971, let
them take it to court. The constitu-
tion mentions that Bangladesh was
created through a liberation war--
yes, itis true, But plenty of people say
itwasacivilwar.

I know this much that in 1971
there wasa civil war...Fine, itwasalso
a Muktijuddha.. From what | have
read in foreign newspapers and
encyclopaedia, it was a civil war and
most people did not call ita "struggle
for freedom”. But there is no doubt
thatitwasagenuine freedom fightby
the people of Bangladesh. It was an
excitable time and the population
was also more or less divided. So,
those who thoughtat that time thatit
was not right to break up Pakistan
with the help of India held the view
that they should stay on the side of
the then Pakistan administration
politically, not forviolence. The other
side thought they should unite with
India to gain independence. There
were i ot of excesses back then--not
only members of one community
died--Hindus died, Muslims died,
Biharies died, Bangalees died, wives
died, children died, women died,
men died...And the number, [ do not
know anything about three million
deaths, There was no survey in 1972,
not in 1974, and never. That is why
these numbers are allowed to be
mentioned. | urge the current gov-
ernment to conduct a survey so this
problemissolved. [tisnotright toask
this to the caretaker government, ask
thisto thenextelected government.

Bangalees were on hoth the sides,
involved in the events before
December 16, 1971. You have to
judge in that political context. [ think
thase who were against the idea of
flangladesh have shifted from that
position. A lot of them are my good
Iriends--they are patriotic, zhuy
defend Bangladesh, they are in a
struggle o build Bangladesh and
protect it from the atacks of other
countries.

REACTION TO NIZAMI'S 1971
REMARKS

Genocide isa matter ofdefinition. Not
everything is genocide. The United
Nations has not called this genocide.
We can call this genocide or whatever.
Nizami could clarify his own quotes.

Butlknowin the contextof 1971, there
was a civil war.and another war
between India and Pakistan. Both
Razakars. and collaborators woere
Killed as well as freedom Bghters, It
wits & strugele between ethnic and
political forces...Bangalees and
Bihitris were also fighting each other.
So, it was not genocide. This is my
personalopinion.
HAMOOD-UR-RAHMAN
COMMISSION REPORT

[The commission was formed with
the then Pakistan Supreme Court
Chief Justice Hamood-ur-Mahman as
the head to ascertain the facts of the
1971 debacle. It reported that 26,000
peapleorlessdiedinthe war|

[ cannot ignore the findings
because he was a Bangalee, a judge of
the High Court and the chiefjustice of
the Supreme Court. But, it is our fault
that the governments during the rule
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Sheikh
Hasina and Khaleda Zia did not con-
duct a survey. Wise men are stll here
who can still say how many people
died in which village. Sheikh Mujib
first said one million and then said 30
million and he is quoted in
encyclopaedias, But they also did not
conduct surveys. The truth needs to
come out and the government needs
toconductasurvey.

The matter of war criminals’ right
to participate in politics.. . Well, if they
are found guilty, then they have no
right to form a party, fine. But, until
they are not proven guilty of war
crimes they can..But, il they are
proven guilty, do not let them form
parties, imprison them, hang them, if
youneedto,

RELIGION-BASED POLITICS

Islarn is notsimply a religion, itis alife
system. You can say about secular-
ism...Sheikh Mujib himself estab-
lished the Islamic Foundation and the
Quran was also recited on the radio
during the Liberation War, Allahu
Akbar was mentioned several times
duringairing.

Denying a religion-based palitical
party will be denying the democratic
process and the constitution. No
democracy can ban a religion-based
party.
Religion-hased politics...has never
been banned in the sub-continent.
The Muslim League and the Jamaat-
e-[slami India were banned in [ndia
buttheywerecleared by the court.

Bangladeshi Islamic parties have
been in existence since 1975.
According to the constitution, if any
party has any right to be formed, itis
the Islamic partdes. [t is a democratic
constitution, not just a large Islamic
constitution, and no party can be
banned under a democraticconstitu-
tion, not in England, not anywhere
clse.

Businessman
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Babu with the help of a number of
locals rushed Shahajada w a local
clinic and later took him to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where
doctors declared him dead at
around 8:30pm.

Babu’ said Shahajada and he
started the ganment accessories
supply business, Ya Rabbi
Enterprise, sixmonthsago.

Police are yet to unearth the
reason behind the murder.

Voter listing

FROM PAGE 16
fingerprint--of the voter listing task
will be conducted from December |
to Luumn.r il

The CEC expects that the entire
task of voter listing in the DCC area
will becompleted by next March,

At the meeting chaired by DCC
Mayor Sadeque Flossain Khoka, the
ward commissioners were apprised
of their duties o be performed dur-
ingvaterlisting,

Besides, the CEC described the
process ofenrolingall people eligible
to be voter, including the floating
pil.'upfc;md slum-dwellers, across the
city.

"Those who are interested to be
voter at workplace can be enroled
straightway, but one will have to
contact the registration officer con-
cerned il he/she wants to be voter at
permanent address,” he wld the
meeting,

The CEC urged the peaple o get
enroled as voter at only one place -
either at workplace, residence or
birthplace.

CA's office
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opinion, suggestion and reaction
over the activities of the caretaker
government as well as any com-
plaint directly to the chief adviser
through the email or the web site,”
says a spokesman for the Chief
Adviser's Office (CAO).

The online public communica-
tions will remain open for all from
today.

DU reopens

FROM PAGE 1

university's highest decision-
making body, on September 9
decided to resume the university's
academicactivities.

The university has to face a ses-
sion jam of at least six months due to
the closure, as about 32,000 students
are already two years behind the
academic schedule, sources at the
examination controller's office said.

DU authorities postpaned about
A19 examinations of different facul-
tiesand institutes, sources added,

Fresh date for the examinations
that were to be held during the
period of the closure will be sched-
uled from December.

“It will require ar least thiee

months to complete the postponed
examinations,” said Mohammed
Bahlul Haq Choudhury, controller of
examinations,

The university authorities
reopened the dormitories on
Octobier 23. All the dormitories of the
DU along with other public universi-
ties were vacated following a govern-
ment directive after violent incidents
occurred on the university campus
lastAugust.

The university teachers have
decided to take classes from today
reiterating their demand for the
release of the four detained DU
teachers and students, arrested on
charges ofinstigating violence on the
CAMpLS.

Dhaka University Teachers'
Association (DUTA) President Prof
Sadrul Amin, its General Secretary
Prof Anwar Hossain, Social Sciences
Faculty Dean Harun-Or-Rashid, and
Prof Neem Chandra Bhowmik are
behind bars.

FROM PAGE 1

They had to depend on the coopera-

tion of the local people. The Bengalis,
by and large, still cherished the hope
of Mujib's return and assumed an
attitude ofpassiveindifference.”

He continued, “The only people

who came forward were 'the rightists
like Khwaza Khairuddin of the
Council Muslim League, Fazlul Qader
Chaudhry of the Convention Muslim
League, Khan Sobur A Khan of the
Qayyum Muslim League, Professor
Ghulam Azam of the Jamaat-e- [slami
and Maulvi Farid Ahmed of the
Nizam-i-Islarn Party."
- Describinghisexperience working
with the Bangladeshi cellaborators,
the book re “They had all been
defeated by the Awami League in the
1970 elections and carried litde
appeal for the Bengalis. The people
generally fele that they were outcdated
coins being given currency by the
Armyonceagain.

"But the Army, out of sheer neces-
sity, valued their presence and fol-
lowed their advice. | suggested in one
of the meetings that instead of propa-
5;1 the statements of this 'out-

coins,' itwould be better to seek
the cooperation of teachers, lawyers,
artists and intellectuals who com-
me?g_«:.l“ respect in their respective

Salik began his career as a lecturer
after graduating In English literature
and international affairs from Punjab
Univemlti:ﬂz. hadbeenin journalism
before joining the army as a public
relationsofficer.

He came to Bangladeshin January
1970 on atour of duty thatended with
the defeat of Pakistan on December
16, 1971. He was taken as a prisoner of
war (POW) in India and was released
after two years. He was in the army
untilhisdeathin 1988,

Published by University Press
Limited, Salik's book is the detailed
professional account of the war. It
deals mainly with his days during the
warand asaPOWin India.

Talking about howsome members
of the Pakistan army conducted
themselves during the war, he said,
“During these operations, some
troaps, ta the shame ofall, indulged in
loating, killing and mpe, Nine cases of
rape were officially reported and the
culprits were severely punished, but
the damage had been done. How
many cases there were in all, [ do not
know....

“The stories of these atrocities
naturally alienated the Bengali Jmpn-
lation. They were not very fond of us
before, but now they hated us biterly.
No serious effort was made to arrest
this trend or diminish the hatred.
Hence there was no question of mass
co-operation by the Bengalis. Only
those people joined hands with us
who, in the name of Islam and

[, l“.:kl.-.mn. werg prepasgdto r.tgkwmy

thing."

On the collaboration groups, Salik
said, “These patriotic elements were
organisedinto twogroups, Theelderly
and prominent among them formed
Peace Committees, while the young
and able-bodied were recruited as
Razakars (volunteers), The commit-
teeswere formedinDaccaas wellasin
the rural areas and they served as a
useful link between the Army and the
local peaple.

"Razakars were raised to augment
the strength of the West Pakistani
troops and to give asense of participa-
tion to the local population, Their
manpower rose to nearly 50,000 as
againstatargetof 100,000,

The chapter named ‘Insurgency’
reads, "In September a political dele-
gation from west Pakistan com-
plained to General Niazi that he had
raised an Army of Jamaat-e-Islami
nominees. The general called me to
office and said, 'From now on, you

Pak major's accoun

will call the Razakars, Al-Badr and Al
Shams to give the impression that
they do not belong to one single
party.”

Referring to the 'dedication’
displayed by the collaborators, it
adds, "The Al Badr and Al Shams
groups were a dedicated lot, keen to
help the army. They worked hard and
suffered hard. About 5,000 of them or
their dependent suffered at the
hands of the Mukti Bahini for the
crime of co-operation. Some of them
displayed a sense of sacrifice compa-
rable tothebesttroopsin the world.”

In the chapter titled, 'An
Opportunity Lost', Salik wrote,
“Some of them were genuinely
interested in the integrity of Pakistan
and they risked their own lives to
caoperate with the Army, butafewof
themn also used their links with the
Army to settle old score with pro-AL
people.”

e continued, “For instance, a
rightist Fntiucmn arrived one day in
Martial law headqaarters with ateen
aged boy. fHle met me by chance on
the Veranda and whispered in confi-
dence that he had some vital infor-
mationtaimpartabout the rebels,

I ok him to the appropriate
authority where he said that the boy,
a nephew of his, had managed to
escape from a rebels' concentration
in Kemniganjacross the Burhi Ganga
river. The boy added that the rebels
not only harassed the locals but also
planned toattack Daccacityatnight.

“A'cleaningoperation was' imme-
diately ordered. The commander of
troops was briefed. The field guns,
mortars and recoilless rifles were
readied to 'soften’ the targetina pre-
dawn bombardment. The toops
were (o make a pincer move (o cap-
tureitatday-break.

“I watched the progress of the
action in the operations room where
the gunfire was clearly audible. Soon
some automatic weapons also
joined thebarttle, Many people feared
that the attacking battalion might
not be able to bag all the 5,000 rebels
reported in the locality. The opera-
tion was over after sunrise. It was
confirmed that the target had been
neutralised without any casualties to
ourtroops.”

Tostress the point once again that
the Bangladeshi collaboratars had
purposes other than pursuing the
ideology of an Islamic state, Salik
recollects, “In the evening [ met the
officer who carried out the attack
What he said was enough to chill my
blood. He confided. “There were no
rebels, and no weapons. Only
country-folk, mostly women and old
men got roasted in the barrage of fire.
It is a pity that the operation was
launched without proper intelli-
gence. [ will carry this burden on my
conscience for therest of mylife’."

‘Body of boy
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The victim's family members
informed Rab-11 about the matter
on October 19 and filed a case with
Tongi Police Station.

According to Rab sources, kid-
nappers killed the boy within a few
hours ofabduction.

Rab arrested four alleged kid-
nappers on Friday when they went
to the victim's mother near Tongi
bypass to collect Tk 5 lakh ransom.

The arrestees are Sumon, 19,
Kalu, 28, Alamgir, 30, and r\bdu!
Hannan, 20. |

Earlier, Inzamam's f.lmily
agreed to pay theamount on advice
from Rab as per a plan to nab the
kidnappers.

RHab members recovered the
body following information from
thearrestees.

Mojaheed'

FROM PAGE 1

documents against the people who
were involved in war crimes during
the Liberation War and what is
needed now to bring the culprits to
justice Is an initiative," said Dr
Hasan, convenor of War Crimes
Fact Finding Committee, a group
investigating war crimes by
Pakistani army and their local
collaboratorsin 1971,

"Ali Ahsan Mojaheed as presi-
dent of Islami Chhatra Sangha in
1971 was in a leading paosition of
Dhaka city Al Badr Bahini, one of
the groups involved in killing
Bangladeshi intellectuals at the fag
end of the war," he said in a state-
ment. Thestatement went on to say
that the Al Badr played the key role
in killing wnnocent intellectuals,
professionals and also common
peoplein 1971,

He said the War Crimes Fact
Finding Committee investigated
the 1971 incidents and found that
local collaborators of the Pakistani
army were involved in at least 53
types of crimes, The committee
also traced at least 920 mass graves
where Bengalis were dumped by
the Pakistani army and their col-
laborators. Thekillings were clearly
genocide as Bengalis were elimi-
nated because they were Bengalis
and the Hindus were killed because
they were Hindus, the statement
added.

Dr Hasan sald most of the pres-
ent-day leaders of Jamaat-e-Islami
and members of Nezam-e-Islami
und Muslim League were collabo-
rators of the Pakistani army in
committing war crimes.

"Many of the collaborators had
misguided the youths and used
them in the gruesome killings of
innocentintellectuals,” he said.

"Broadly. the collaborators were
involved in 17 types of war crimes,
13 types of crimes against hitman-
ity and four types of genocides,”

s claim

the statement said.

Dr Hasan referred to the inter-
national definition of genocide and
suid as per the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genoclde, adopted by
resalution 260 (I11-A) of the United
Nations General Assembly on
December9, 1948, genocide means
any of the following acts commit-
ted with intent to desteoy, in whole
or in part, a national, ethnical,
racial or religious group, The acts
are (a) Killing members of the
group; (b) Causing serious bodily
or mental harm to members of the
group; (c) Deliberately inflicting
something on the group's condi-
tion of life calculated to bring
about its physical destruction in
whole or in part; (d) Imposing
measures intended to prevent
births within the group; and (e)
Forcibly transferring children of
thegroup to another group.

An investigation by the War
Crimes Fact Finding Committee
found at least 191 people as
Pakistani war criminals who have
been accused of genocide, crimes
against humanity and mass killing,
the statement said. It demanded
members of Razakars, Al Badr and
Al Shams, who had collaborated in
the war crimes, be brought to
justice under international laws.

Dr Hasan is also member secre-
tary of the Sector Commanders
Forum, a platform of sector com-
mandersof 1971 Liberation War.

He said the forum recently
demanded that the Election
Commission declare collaborators
of 1971 disqualified for election
and also to bring all criminals to
justice who were involved in war
crimes and crimes against human-
ityin 1971,

Dr Hasan also demanded trial
under martial law of those people
who fought against the army of this
countryin 1971.

War criminals

OM PAGE L
humanity, unleashed torture on
men, women and children,
destroyed  property, or helped in
destructive activities or fought
against Bangladesh siding with the
Pakistani forces or supported them.

The Order also explained in detail
how 11 tribunals would be set up to
pu'ﬂu-h them, and also the process of
i

The government on July 20, 1973,
passed International Crimes (Tribu-
nals} Act 1973 mainly to bring the
Pakistani war criminals in the trial
process and expand the scope of
trial.

On Novemnber 30, 1973, the gov-
ernment announced general
amnesty for those among the
arrestees under collaborators order
not charged with specific allegations
ofwaratrocities.

The press note on general
amnesty categorically said, “Those
whe were punished for or accused of
rape, murder, attermnpt to murder or
arson will not come under general
amnesty."

Out of 37,000 sent to jail on

. charges of collaboration, some

26,000 were freed after announce-
mentofthe general amnesty.

Around 11,000 were still in prison
when the government of Justice
Sayem and General Ziaur Rahman
repealed the collaboration order on
December 31, 1975. Following this,
those behind bars for war atrocities
appealed and eventually got
released.
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JP's strategy on reform talks with the
Election Commission (EC}, sched-
uled for Novermnber L.

"Those who were involved in
killing, rape and other misdeeds
during the liberation war should be
brought to justice,” Mahmud said at
the meeting. If Jamaat is found to he
guilty, it should be banned from
taking part in the polls and the EC
shouldnotregisterit, headded.

Senior[Pleader Kazi Zafar Ahmed
said, “Jamaat was against our libera-
tion war and this historical truth
cannotbealtered.”

War criminals in Spain were tried
even 50 years after the war, the JP
leader observed and asked why
Jamaat would not be wied. "lhose
who are war criminals should be
barred from taking part in the elec-
tion,” the]Pleaderadded.

A five-member sub-committee
headed by Anisul Islam Mahmud
was formed to finalise the pany's
positionon reform talks with the EC.

JP leaders in the meeting also
hailed the government for separating
thejudiciary from the executive.

They urged the government to
take necessary steps tocheckt he sk
‘tdekerting prices ofesseridald ™

IP Secretary General Rubul Amin
Hawlader, presidium members MA
Sarttar, TIM Fazle Rabhi, GM Quader,
Nasim Osman, MA Hannan, Abu
Hossein Babla, Golam Habib Dulal,
Mostafa Jamal Haider, Fakir Asheaf,
Ziauddin Bablu were present at the
meeting among others. [P Chairman
HM Ershad called on the [P leaders
before themeeting,

Rawshan Ershad, self-
proclaimed acting chairman of the
party, secretary general Golam
Maosih and their followers, however,
werenotpresent.

Get correct news
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Chaired by News Today Editor
Reazuddin Ahmed, the function
was addressed, among others, by
the Independent Editor and former
adviser to the caretaker govern-
ment Mahbubul Alam.

About granting autonomy to the
ACC, Mashhud said some opportu-
nities will have to be given so that
the commission can recruit and
train people, and determine the
service conditions as per needs.

Replying to a query about his
meeting with the chief adviser in
this regard on Thursday, he
declined to elaborate,

The ACC chalrman also said
there cannot be ten independent
organisations in a country. The
government of Bangladesh is the
‘onlyindependentorganisation.

"You talk time and again about
autonomy, independence and
neutrality. These arc relative words.
There can't exist lten independent
organisations in Bangladesh.
Bangladesh government is the only
independent organisation.”

Addressing the discussion
meeting, the ACC chalrman said
the opportunities should be cre-
ated so that Reporters Against
Corruption (Rac) and ACC could
work together.

The commission will seek assis-
tance from the reporters, ns they
are at the forefront, he said,

The ACC chairman said he will
soon resuine public relation activi-
ties across the country to prevent
corruption.

Editor of the Independent and
former Adviser Mahbubul Alam
said cooperation from the media is
essential to make the campaign
against corruplion asuccess.

He said due process of law
should be followed in dealing with
the graft suspects so that no inno-
cent person is harmed. "At the
same time, it must be ensured that
the corrupt cannotlive in peace."

News Today Editor Reazuddin
Ahmed said if the Access to
Information Act is enacted, the
anti-graft campaign will be more
successful,

CCSB President ASMA
Khaleque and General Secretary
Syed Shukkur Ali Shuvo, and Rac
President Shahiduzzaman and
General Secretary Mizan Malikalso
spokeatthe function.

. DHAKA SUNDAY OCTOBER 28, 2007

People know
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Al Badrand Al Shams?"

Delwar made the remarks while
addressing the leaders and workers
of different thana BNP units

Jincluding city's Badda, Sabujbagh,

Motijheel and Paltan thanas at his
Mohakhalihome.

"[t was not the Pakistan army,
but some people of our country
who blindfolded people, took them
away and then killed,” he said
adding that since then the word
Razakariswell known to people.

"However, it needs to be looked
at on what context he [Mojaheed|
said this," he said.

Asked if they would forge alli-
ance with jamaat in the next elec-
tion, he said they would decide
when election time nears.

Delwar said expelled BNP secre-
tary general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan and his followers are
trying to return to the party and
some of them already made con-
tacts in this regard. He said he has
no power to bring them back
cancelling the expulsion order
issued by the party chairperson.

"Only Chairperson Khaleda Zia
can bring them back to the party if
she wishes to and [ will give my
opinion if she wanted it, [ am
always positive,” he said while
talking to newsmen at his Nam flat
inthe capital.

However, BNFP chairperson's
Adviser Brig Gen (retd) Hannan
Shah yesterday said those who
want to return to BNP must seek
apology to the countrymen as well
as the party leaders and workers,
otherwise, the party men will not
accept theirreturn.

Bhuiyan on Friday claimed a
few former lawmakers went to
Delwar to help keep the party
united., Delwar yesterday dis-
carded the idea saying BNP is
united andstrong.

Delwar said Bhuiyan was the
party secretary general for 11 years,
he was also a minister and he
knows how those that had been
expelled in the past returned to the
party and he can follow the pro-
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Expressing his ré
the police obst
planned visit to
Hazrat Shahjalal
Friday, he said it
programme but th \
deliberately obstruciedhim..

"Asa Muslim it iSgagund
tal right to offer fate
and the governmer _
religious feelings," headded.
Goyeshwar Chandra Roy, Joint
Secretary General of the party, said
Bhuiyan was not elected sem:taty
general and he was expelled in the
same way he had beenappointed.

He alleged that Bhuiyan
dropped him from the post of
general secretary of Jatyatabadi
Jubo Dal in 2002, which was not
constitutional as he was an elected
general secretary of thE organisa-
tion.

"If he [Bhuiyan] wants to return
to the party admitting his mistakes,
he will have to find the way"
Goyeshwarsaid, y

Earlier leaders and workers of
[atiyatabadi Jubo Dal, front organi-
sation of BNF, led by fts Secretary
General Moazzem Hossain Alal
presented a bouquet to the party
secretary general (0 mark Jubo
iJal’s 29th founding anniversary.

jubo Dal cancelled its
programme to offer prayers at the
grave of BNP founder late presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman as the authori-
ties did not grant them the neces-
siry permission.

Among others Jubo Dal
Organising Secretary Khairul Kabir
Khokan, former lawmakers
Mohammad Shahjahan, Abul
Hossain, Shah Nurul Kabir, Kazi
Rafiqul Islam, Abdul Momin
Talukder and acting Central Office
Secretary of BNP Rizvi Ahmed were
present.

Maoist rebels kill 18
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"“The police security personnel
deployed left the place after the
football match," said Singh. “They
did wrong. They should have
stayed."

The attack echoed the dssassi-
nation of federal lawmaker Sunil
Mahto, who was gunned down by
Maoists posing as spectators at a
football match in a village in the
statein March,

The attackers, including several
women, wore fatigues similar to
those used by India’s anti-terror
paramilitary forces and gradually
surrounded the unsuspecting
crowd before opening fire, wit-
nessessaid.

The Maoist insurgency -- which
grew out of a peasant uprising in
eastern India in 1967 - threatens
huge swathes of India's centre, east
and south and has spread to half of
India's 29 states.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh last year described them as
the single biggest threat to [ndia's
internal security, but the Maoists
say they are only fighting for the
rights of neglected tribal people
andlandless farmers.

Former chief minister Marandi
flew on Saturday to the village,
which is surrounded by heavy
forest and situated 290 kilometres
(180 miles) from the state capital
Ranchi, but spoke to reporters
before he left.

"The governmentseems to have
no idea how to getout of this situa-
tion. [tis getting worse," said acalm
Marandi, who was the first to run
the newly-created Jharkhand state
when it was curved out of Bihar in

The left- wmg gucmil.ls of the
outlawed Communist _Party of
India (Maoist) hald sway in 16 of
the 19 districts in the mineral-rich
state.

“The Maoists have no faith in
democracy. They have concen-
trated in the areas where thereis no
development, no streets, no elec-
tricity. [f we want to solve this prob-
lem, we have to move development
inthoseareas.”

Marandi's family members
have organised sports and enter-
tainment events in remote areas in
a bid to encourage villagers not to
supportthe rebels.

The former chiel minister said
his brother and son "should have
been more careful.”

Marandi's brather told AFP that
he narrowly dodged abullet that hit
another villager in the eye and fled
several kilometres (miles) before
callingthe police.

“I saved my life by squeezing
amongst the villagers and 1
escaped,” said Nunu Lal Marandi.

"I had informed police about
the programme and sought secu-
rity. But no proper security
arrangements weremade.”

Pak militants
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were then paraded in front of local
residents to scare them, he said.

Seven civilians were also seized
from a van nearby by militants who
then executed them, also on Friday,
provincial police chief Sharif Virk
said.

"They were also slaughtered by
terrorists who accused them of
collaborating with the government
forces," Virk told AFP

Virk said fighting had subsided
on Saturday with only sporadic
exchanges of gunfire between
security forces and militants in
SOme areas.

Friday's clashes at the hideout
of cleric Maulana Fazlullah in the
village of Imamdheri also left three
rebels and two civilians dead,
officials said.

A spokesman for Fazlullah
regretted the slaughter of the secu-
rity officers but blamed govern-
ment forces for provoking the
attack.

"We are fighting because the
government forces have attacked
us," spokesman Muslim Khan told
reportersin Imamdheri.

"We are only demanding
enforcement of Sharfa (Islamic
laws) in the districtand withdrawal
of the army and paramilitary from
theregion,” he said.

It was unclear if the same mili-
nts were behind the gruesome
killings of the seven civilians.

Swat has heen raocked by a series
of attacks on security forces
blamed on Islamic militants, some
of them loyai to Faziullah. A blast

tore through a security forces
vehicle in Swat, killing about 30
peopleonThursday.

The attack was an apparent
reaction to the arrival of the troops
inthe area earlier this week.

Violence first crupted in Swatin
[uly, when militants mounted
revenge attacks on the army after
government troops stormed the al-
Quedu-linked Red Mosque in the
Pakistanicapital, Islamabad.

The Swat valley was once one of
Pakistan's premier tourist spots,
attracting alarge number of foreign
guests drawn by its Buddhist heri-
tage andarchacological sites.

But the area in the conservative
province bordering Afghanistan
has in the past two years hecame a
stronghold of Fazlullah's banned
group, Tahreck Nifaz-e-Shariat
Mohammadi TN SM

Secunty otlictals say it is linked
to Osama bin Laden's ul-(Jueda
network and Afghanistan's former
Taliban government,

The group was outlawed by
President Pervez Musharrafin 2002
after it sent more than 10,000 vol-
unteers to fight in Afghanistan
against US forces who led an inva-
siontooust the Taliban.

Residents said Saturday that the
government dropped leailets from
helicopters in Swat urging them o
support law enforcement agencies
intracking down militants.

“We urge the people to support
law enforcement agencies against
miscreants, trying 1o increase law
and order in the country.” the
leafletsaid.



