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Dhaka urges
the rich to
give LDCs

duty-free access
UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Secretary Touhid Hossain
has called upon developed coun-
‘tries to provide duty-free and
Jquota-free market access for all
products from all least developed
‘countries (LDCs) without any
restriction.
.~ Hemade the call while making a
tstatement on Friday on behalf of
.the 50 LDCs at the debate of the
.‘Econumic and Financial
Committee of the United Matons
“General Assembly on international
Ltrade and development, said a
_messagereceived hereyesterday.

He said LDCs were increasingly
marginalised in the North-South
trade as well as in the South-South
trade.

He urged the developing coun-
tries to open their markets to

- reduce the existing trade gaps.

- The foreign secretary expressed
his concern that despite significant
efforts, the share of the 50 LDCs in
the global merchandise trade has
reached only to 0.83 percent in
2008.

He reminded that export share
ofthe LDCswas 2.5 percentin 1960,
He said the current trading system
was notin favour of LDCs.

This is, apart from other rea-
sons, because of a wide array of
harmful subsidies, non-tariff
restrictions, fluctuation in the
terms of trade, artificial standards
imposed by industrialized coun-
tries, he added. He underscored
the importance of revising these
restrictions.

Touhid Hossain said service
sector had a huge potential in the
international tracde, but the LDCs
could not reap the benefits.

He called upon the developed
countries to liberalise their mar-
kets for all categories of service
proyiders.afihe LBDCs, in particuwar
under mode4 af GATS.

~ Underscoring the importance
of capacity building of the least
developed countries, the foreign
secretary said the 'Aid for Trade'
initiative should support the LDCs
in their trade capacity building and
full compensation for the erosion
of preferences.

Regarding intellectual property
rights, he said the current regime
mostly favours the producers and
holders of IPRs and does imply a
big challenge to LDCs' access to
knowledge, technological learning
and innovation.

World's largest

solar plant to

be set up
ingapore

Amt{ s TIMES
A massive billion (US$4.33
billion) plant for making solar
energy products is to be built in
Singapore. It is set to be the largest
plantofitstypein the world.

That means the future islooking
bright for Singapore's ambition to
become ashining lightin the global
market for solar and other clean
Cnergy.

The plant, which is expected to
start production in 2010, will make
wafers, cells and modules used to
generate solar power.

Amid fast-rising oil prices and

growing concerns about climate
change, solar power is emerging as
a serious option for future energy
needs,
Singapore beat almost 200 other
possible sites to clinch the plant
which will be built on a green-field
site in Tuas View with space set
aside forsupportingindustries.

To be built by leading Norwegian
solarenergy firm Renewable Encrgy
Corp (REC), the plant will be able to
produce products that can generate
up to 1.5 gigawatts (Gw) of cnergy
everyyear.

That is enough to power several
million households at any one
time. Last year, the world asawhole
produced products that could
generatejust2 Gwintotal.

in comparison, the current larg-
est plant in the world, also run by
REC in Norway, has a capacity of 650
megawatts (Mw), though plans are in
placeto double thisto 1.3 Gwsoon.

The Economic Development
Board (EDB), which signed the deal
with REC on Thursday (Oct 25)
night, said about 3,000 jobs,
including 2,000 for skilled staff, will
becreated attheplant.

The latest mega-project to hit
Singapore shores will catapult the
flepublic into the highest echelon
of the globalsolar energy industry.

EDB managing director Ko
Kheng Hwa said the global industry
has enormous potential as the price
of salar energy falls closer to that of
conventional energy sources.
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WTO NEGOTIATIONS

Dhaka's new permanent
envoy seeks private sector
representation in Geneva

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, the
newly appointed permanent rep-
resentative of Bangladesh to the
United Nations (UM] office in
Geneva, yesterday urged business
leaders for appointing a perma-
nent representative at the UN
office to ensure private sector
representation in the WTO (World
Trade Organisation) negotiations.

“If you [businessmen| can
appoint lobbyist in Washington DC
to seek support for gaining a duty-
free access to the US market, then
why you can't finance to appoint
your permanent representative in
Geneva,” he told them at a meeting
organised by Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FBCCI)
in Dhaka.

The responsibilities of such a
private sector envoy in Geneva
include apprising different levels
including the private sector of the
outcome of the latest WTO talks, he
pointed out.

Debapriya also sought posting
of at least one government official
at the Geneva mission as it runs
shortofadequate manpower,

Todo his job in Geneva success-
fully, he asked for the private sector
cooperation, which will also be
helpful for Bangladesh to reap
highest benefit from WTO parleys.

He described his assignment in
Geneva as manifestation of gov-
ernment’s due impartance to the
privale sector.

He predicted the next thre
six mdnkhs a u&w crur:ml' fur
Banglddesh in international trade
negotiations.

The reasons for this, he
explained, are rise in the prices of
oil and other commodities in the
international market, inflation and
the country's reform activities in
political and corporate arenas.

“However, thereis a huge poten-
tial even in this complex scenario.
We have to utilise it through linking
the international components
positively,” he suggested.

On Doha Round negotiations,
he said as a least developed coun-
try (LDC) Bangladesh should con-
centrate on how to get duty- and
quota-free market access.

He seesitverydifficult tomakea
progress in free movement of
natural persons under Mode-4 in
the Doha rounds. “So, we have to
focus on getting the duty- and

FHOTO: STAR

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya (L), newly appointed permanent representative
of Bangladesh to the United Nations office in Geneva, speaks at a meeting
organised by the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) in Dhaka yesterday. Mir Nasir Hossain (2-L), FBCCI presi-
dent, MA Rouf Chowdhury (2-R), director of the apex chamber, and Annisul
Huq, former president of Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exportars

Assoclation, are also seen.

quota-free market access,” he said,

Debapriya said a Ministerial
meeting is likely by the year-end or
early nextyear.

He, however, said itmight notbe
good for any free trade negotia-
tions on the part of LDCs like
Bangladesh, if such a Ministerial
meet is not held before the US
prasidential election.

“Although the date of
Ministerial meeting is yet to be
announced, we have to take prepa-
rations from now to attend the
ymeetipg §uegessfully, otherwisewe
miy not gain, anything in,. trade
“negotiations,” hesaid.

On duty-free market access to
the US, he said there are two pro-
cesses to get such a facility -- one is
Washington DC process and the
otherWTO process.

“If the Washington process does
not succeed before the US presi-
dential polls next year, then we will

face difficulties in Geneva also,” he

said, adding that input from both
the government and private sector
inWashington is veryimportant.

He said maintaining interna-
tional labour standard is now
linked to any benefit from the
WTO negotiations. And the
International Labour
Organisation (ILO) is concerned
about the country's labour issue
and it wants to send a delegation
to inspect the state of labourers in
Bangladesh, hesaid.

The labour situation in
Bangladesh has improved a lot, the
industry owners should take fur-
ther initiatives to follow the stan-
dards, Debapriya pointed out.

He said along with duty-free
access, the LDCs like Bangladesh
should also concentrate on inter-
national food management to
ensure the LDCs' food security.

Presiding over the meeting,
FBCCI President Mir Nasir Hossain
said LDCsare aseparate entity. " We
must maintain a distunce [rom
other developing countries on the

“negotiddon table. Our intefestsire |

different and should not be mixed
up with that of other developing
countries,” hesaid.

Bangladesh needs to develop its
negotiation capacity and revisit its
strategies in the light of the recent
negotiations, he added, underlin-
ing the need for formation of a
public-private partnership to take
partin the negotiation processes.

Sharifa Khan, deputy director of
the WTO Cell at the commerce
ministry, FBCCI Director MA Rouf
Chowdhury, Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry President
Hossain Khaled, former
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association president Annisul Hugq
and former Bangladesh Textile
Mills Association president MA
Awal also spoke at the function.

ALLEGED IRREGULARITIES

NBR to decide fate of PSI
firms by next February

UNB, Dhaka

The National Board of Revenue is
poing to decide the fate of Pre-
Shipment [nspection (PSI} compa-
nies by next February as they are
implicated in complaints of
improperly doing their import-
inspection jobs.

The previous BNP-led 4-party
alliance government appointed
four PSI companies -- Cotecna
Inspection SA, SGS (Bangladesh)
Limited, Bureau Veritas BIVAC
(Bangladesh) Limited and [ntertek
Testing Limited -- in August 2005
for three years for certilying price,
quality and quantity of imported
goods.

Donor agencies and countries,
specially the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), had pushed
for adopting the PSI system for
import.

The NBR already has sent letters
to different customs houses and
chambers across the country to
gather their experiences and rec-
ommendations about the PSI
companies.

“We have sent letters to have
their opinion whether we should
continue o keep the PSI compa-
nies or nat,” NBR Member (Cus-
toms) Dr Rashidul Ahsan
Chowdhury told the news agency.

He said that the reply letters
wottld start to come very soan, and
examining the recommendations
of different customs houses and
ciiambers, the NBR would send
their recommendations ta the
government.

“If we get the recommendations

against the PST companies from all
stakeholders, why should we con-
tinuewith the agreement?”

The NBR decided to take the
recommendations from the stake-
holders as it is getting allegations
against the PSI companies about
huge amounts of revenue loss

UN budget for
2008-09
technically
inadequate
Says India

P11, United Nations

In a sharp criticism of the USD 4.2
billion UN budget presented by
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon for
2008-09, India has slammed its
emphasis only on peace, security
and human rights rather than on
resalving the basic causes of con-
flicts including lack of development
and socio-economicinequities.

Deseribing it as "technically
inadequate” and "politically
flawed,” India's UN Ambassador
Nirupam Sen bluntly told Ban that
it needs to be "fundamentally”
revised beforeitcanbeaccepted.

A day after Ban presented his
budget, Sen Saturday sought to
shred to pieces the very concept
hehind the document, asserting
that it has little to do with develap-
ment, less with optimal use of
resaurces and nothing at all with
budgetary discipline.

caused to the exchequer.,

The NBR recently found
Caotecna Inspection SA involved in
serfous irregularities in import
inspections, particularly with
regard to Sports Utility Vehicles
(SUVs) seized from high-profile
corruption suspects,

[t found out that duties worth Tk
2.3 million were evaded on car
imports alone due to alleged
inspectionirregularities.

In one case, the NER found
wrong price certification in clean
report of findings (CRF) as the
company quoted USS 18,500
instead of $35,215 as original price
of the Hummer3.

Chittagong Customs has
detected around 550 cases of irreg-
ularities in the import of industrial
raw materials, chemicals and
industrial goods by Cotecna.

The report said Cotecna
changed the harmonised coding
system of import items to help
importers dodging payment of
customsduty.

NBR saurces said that they are
supervising PSI activities very
closely as they got allegations
against a PSI company (Cotecna
Inspection SA).

Against the backdrop of sus-
pected import-inspection scam,
the government is likely to appoint
an international audit firm to
scrutinise the price quoting by the
PSIcompanies by next month.

Three international audit firms,
two from *heUSA and one from the
EU counties, submitted tenders
following tender call by the
National Board of Revenue

NBR chairman
visits Benapole
Customs House

A CORRESPONDENT, Benapaole

Mational Board of Revenue (NBR)
Chairman Mohammad Abdul
Majid on Friday visited Benapole
Customs House to discuss ways to
collectmore revenue.

During the meeting, the newly
appointed NBR chairman urged
officials to work as a team to meet
therevenue collection target.

"Our primary target is higher
revenue collection and we must be
more transparent for better result,”

_he told the meeting presided over
by Customs Commissioner Nasir
Uddin,

Later, Majid held a separate
meeting with leaders of the clear-
ing and forwarding agents' associ-
ation.

Asia Pacific
General Ins
declares 10pc
dividend

Asia Pacific General Insurance
Company Ltd has declared a 10
percent dividend for its sharehold-
ers for the year that ended on
December3l, 2006.

The dividend was announced at
the seventh annual general meet-
ing (AGM) of the company held
yesterday in Dhaka, says a press
release. )

Acting Chairman of the com-
pany Aftab-Ul-Islam presided over
the AGM, while directors and
managing director were present
amongothers.

US rejects

responsibility
forag oo
price spike

AFP, Washington )

WTO's INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AGREEMENT
Govt may invite Japanese,
S Koreans, Malaysians
toinvest in IT sector

Jasim Unpin KHAN

The government plans to invite
Japanese, South Korean and
Malaysian investors to invest in the
country's information technology
sector to tap opportunities stem-
ming mainly from WTO's
Information Technology
Agreement (ITA).

Now 70 WTO members includ-
ing Bangladesh representing 97
percent of world trade in [T prod-
ucts are participants to the ITA.
The signatories to the deal prom-
ised dugy-free imports of IT prod-
ucts among themselves on a
most-favoured-nation basis.

The government is also cash-
ing in on low labour costs and
duty-free import of computers
and accessories in Bangladesh to

attract foreign investunents,

The Board of Investment (Bol)
will prepare proposals soon to
send to Bangladesh missions
concerned to invite the potential
investors, a high official of com-
merce ministry said.

The negotiations on duty-free-
treatment for IT products started
with an Initiative among a small
group of WTO members in the
months before the first WTO
Ministerial Conference held in
Singapore in December 1996.

In April 1997, the condition for
the ITAentered into force.

These countries and econo-
mies were seeking rapid opening
aimed at duty-free-treatment for
a group of products related to
information technology, includ-
ing computers, telecommunica-

tions, semiconductors, semican-
ductor manufacturing equip-
ment, software and scientific
instruments.

The world exports of IT prod-
ucts over the past 10 years have
more than doubléd in dollar
terms, reaching US$ 1450 billion
in 2005 with annual average
growth ofﬂ 5 percent.

In 2005, trade on IT products
accounted for 14 percent of the
world merchandise exports,
exceeding that of agricultural
products, and textiles and cloth-
ingtogether.

The elimination of tariffs for [T
products makes it possible to use
the potential of these technologies
for the benefit of people in all cor-
nersoftheworld.
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ITfm sa'fauth annual genaral m;;atmg A‘;M}n[ﬁwm Paqiﬂc Gpnamj Insurance Cnmpany Ltd was held yestarday in
Dhaka. Acting Chairman of the company Aftab-Ul-Islam presided over the AGM, while directors and managing direc-

tor were presentamong others.

The White House on Friday
rejected any suggestion that sky-
high ofl prices stemmed from new
US sanctions against fran and
escalating US rhetoric against-the
Islamic republic.

"Look, the problem here isn't
the United States, it's not the inter-
national community. The problem
is Iran," said spokeswoman Dana

believe that oil prices are way too
high."

She spoke as world oil prices
surged to historichighs, breaching92
dollars for the first time in New York
amid rising tensions between the

andtightening USenergy supplies.

United States was being "irrespon-
sible” by imposing a fresh round of
sanctions on [ran, despite sharp
criticism of that decision from
Russian PresidentViadimir Putin.

"The United States is not at
fault. The international commu-
nity is not at fault. Iran is at fault for
not stopping its activities. And
sanctions are partof the diplomatic
process, they buttress the diplo-
matic process," she said.

Perino also said that higher oil
prices, driven by increasing
demand in places like India and
China, "are something that has
beenbuildingup foroveradecade.”

RECORDING INDUSTRY
Pakistan asked
to crackdown
on piracy

PT1, tslamabad

Pakistan is one of world's top pro-
ducers and exporters of pirated
CDs and DVDs, with illegal facto-
ries producing over 230 million
discs in 2004 before authorities
launched acrackdown.

The government has shown
strong political will and under-
standing to check piracy and has
closed down at least half a dozen
illegal optical disc plants that were
affecting domestic and Interna-
tional repertoire, International
Federation of Phonographic
Industry (IFPI) director Stefan
Krawczyk said here Friday.

The IFPI represents the record-
ing industry worldwide, with over
1,450 members in more than 75
countries and affiliated industry
associations in 48 countries.

remains hig business in Pakistan.

latest movies, including from
Bollywood and Hollywood, aresold
fora few hundred rupees,

1

Perino, who underlined: "We do |

United States and crude-rich [ran |

Perino also denied that the |

Despite the crackdown, piracy |

Pirated copies of the music albums |
from around the world are avail - -
able in markets in the Pakistani |
capital for Bs 90 or less, while the |

No-EGCB/2007

ancillary services.

outlined in the PQD.

acceptable,

Kazi Nazrul Islam
Company Secretary

Dhaka -1215, Bangladesh

Fax: 880 2 9118345

EGCB's Siddhjrganj Peaking Power Project.”

7, ELECTRICITY GENERATION COMPANY OF BANGLADESH LIMITED

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)

Registered Office: WAPDA Building (First Floor), 12 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
BTMC Bhaban (8% Floor), 7-9, Kawran Bazar C/A, Dhaka-1213, Tel: 880-2-91'16382, 8124197
Fax: 880-2-9118345, E-mail: egebltd@ yahoo.com

Name of the Country: Bangladesh
Name of the Project: Siddhirganj Peaking Power Plant Project
(Under " Construction of 2 x 150 MW Gas Turbine Peaking Power Plant")

Loan/Credit No.: Not available

The Government of Bangladesh has applied for a credit from the International Development
Association (IDA) towards the cost of the Siddhirganj Peaking Power Plant Project, and it
intends to apply part of the proceeds of this credit to payments under the contract for an O&M
contractor, The Electricity Generation Company of Bangladesh (EGCB) Lid. intends to pre-
qualify domestic and/or foreign companies for operating and maintaining the peaking power
plants at Siddhirganj. The main scope of the O&M contractor will be for a periogd of six to
eight calendar years: (i) the operation and maintenance of 2 x 120 MW and 2 x 150 MW power
plants; (if) giving training to the EGCB employees; (iii) reporting and performing all other
activities related to plant operation and maintenance under the relevant Power Purchase
Agreement and the Gas Supply Agreement including Long Term Services Agreement (LTSA)
management;, and (iv) managing spare parts/stores and consumables for the power plants and

Pre-qualification will be conducted through pre-qualification procedures specified in this Pre-
qualification Document (PQD), and, is open to all bidders who can meet the eligibility criteria

Interested eligible applicants may obtain further information from and inspect and buy the
PQD at the EGCB office (address below). A complete set of the PQD in English may be
purchased by interested applicants (a) on the submission of a written application to the address
below and (b) upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Bangladesh Taka 7,000 (seven
thousand) or in USS 100 (one hundred) from 01 November 2007. The PDF format of the PQD
is available in the website of Power Cell, Central Procurement Technical Unit (CPTU),
Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB). Interested eligible applicant may download
the document from the site hup://www.powercell.gov.bd or http://www.cptu.gov.bd or
http://www.bpdb.gov.bd in the procurement notice section, must notify, immediately but no
later than 06 December, 2007, in writing to EGCB stating their intention to participate in the
qualification process, and submit the fees along with the Statement of Qualification. The
method of payment will be through demand draft or pay order or direct deposit 1o EGCB's
bank account: A/c # 13100000427, Sonali Bank, Kawran Bazar Branch, Dhaka, Bangladesh. If
any party fails to notify within the abovementioned period and to submit the fees in the form
mentioned above, their Statement of Qualification will be rejected immediately after opening.

Applications for prequalification should be submitted in sealed envelopes, delivered to the
address below by 14:00 hours local time (GMT + 6:00) on |8 December 2007 and be clearly
marked "Application to pre-qualify for the potential bidder of engaging an O&M contractor for
No electronic submission of the Applications is

Electricity Generation Company of Bangladesh Ltd.
BTMC Bhaban (8™ level), 7-9 Kawran Bazar .

Telephone; 8802911 6382, 812 4197

Date: 25/10/2007.




