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Jamaat and its leaders. How did

Moj
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stupleie!
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? Daes he think we are
saitf a retired government
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"me the documents of our
: IthnmﬁunWhr and from our par-

- ents, we came to know that the war

criminals now belong to the
famant-e-Islami," said Rezaur
Rahman, a student of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET).

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Hahman declared general amnesty
for war criminals even though they
were invalved in many misdeeds
during the Liberation War. Now
theyare denyingit, he said.

Abdur Rahim, an official at a
private firm, said he is surprised to
hear such gomments from a per-
son who helped the eccupying
Pakistani army carry out massa-
cres, lootingand rape.

It is not at all desirable to hear
such commentsfromamanwholis
a war criminal and it goes against
the LiberationWar, hesaid.

If Jamaat ¢an say that ant-
liberation forces never even
existed then it is not far off when
famuat leaders will say that they
played an Important role in
achieving the independence of the
country, headded.

"Many puolitical parties cannot
tolerdte Jamaat-e-Islami, that is
why they encourage propaganda
against them,” said one of the
students of BUET as he was sub-
dued by others screaming out that
most political parties and com-
mon people cannot tolerate this
party since it uses religion to get
-.mg‘s and hh:le their misdeeds in
197

During l.!l.p last five years, this
party ran the country as partof the
‘grwemmenrand gained strength
and puthi!y‘.va they daré to say
that theye are no-war criminals in
the country, BUET students told
The Daily Star.

"Actually we have given them
the pawer to say such things pub-
licly. The political parties could not
he united against the people wha
vpposed the Liberation War even
after 36 years. They unite only
when time comes for seat-sharing
in Parliament,” said Biplob, 34, a
businessman.

Jayed Shahriar, a student of
Dhaka University, said, "We must
condemn such comments that
there are no war criminals in the

coumtry” e ed

The comment is an u‘-sprt-ismn.
of arragance, he said adding that it
has only been pussible due to the
failure of successive political
governments who'could not bring
them to justice.

The responsibility for making

‘the Jamaat Ieaders arrogant pri-
marily goes to the immediate past
BNP-led government, which took
them intoitsfold, he said.

"The caretaker government
cannot do anything about the
issue of war criminals now. An
clected government can punish

the war criminals,” said another
businessman Arefin.

A rickshaw puller said there is
no doubt that there are "razakars”
{(collaborators) in the country who
oppased our Liberation War.

A number of teachers of Dhaka
University condemned
Mojaheed's recent comments,

Former president of Dhaka
University Teachers' Association
{Duta) Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique
termed the Jamaat leader's state-
ment false and misguiding.

He said whether Jamaat worked
against the Liberation War in 1971
can be proved by going through
old newspapers issues, even the
Jamaat mouthpiece Dainik
Sangramcan beused.

Over seven crore people of the
country fought apgainst the
Pakistani occupational army then,
but a few people joined the
Razakar, Al Badr and Al Shams and
collaborated with the Pakistani
army.

History of their activities is
recorded in the archives, hesaid,

Former Duta general secretary
Prof Muhammad Akhtaruzzaman
said in legal sense, there are no war
criminals. However, in Bangladesh
the words "war criminals” mean
the few people who acted against
the independence of the country
during 1971,

He said the [amaat leaders took
shelter of rhetoric and used the
loopholesoflaw to befool people.

The statement might be an
indistinct demand before the
government to probe the war
criminals issue and settle the
matter, he said.

Chair of Mass Communication
and Journalism Department Prof
Shaikh Abdus Salam said
Mojaheed's statement is not based
on facts.

"If there are no war crirn.ina]s in
the country, then who killed three
million people of the country, who
disgraced over two lakh women
and who killed our intellectuals?”
heasked.

Their role is now history, and’an
attempt to deny their role is not
positive for the country’s politics,
The statement does not bear the
prudenceof politicians, he sald.

Prof Nurul Amin Bapari said
there is no doubt that they are war
criminals, as there are records of
them. Since successive govern-
ments did not put them on trial,
they gained the courage to say
something like this,

. Meanwhile, leadersof Ekattorer——

Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee
and South Asian People's Union
against Fundamentalism and
Communalism said the comment
is not arrogant it is tantamount to
anattack on the spirit of Liberation
War, as well as the existence of
Bangladesh,

In a joint statement, they said
evidence of the anti-liberation role
of Jamaat would be found in
Jamaat's mouthpiece Dainik
Sangram's issues published dur-
ing the Liberation War.

Apart from helping the occupy-

St Martin'
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conch, felling of trees and building
structures were declared restricted
in the gazette.

The government later under-
took a project to conserve the
bladiversity, establish a marine
park and develop ecotourism
facilitieson the island.

After vears of irregularities,
absence of proper monitoring and
spending a staggering Tk 13 crore,
the project turned out to be a fail-
LITE.

As a result, growing number of
tourists are polluting and damag-
ing the nawral habitats of numer-
ous rare species on the island, the
sourcesadded.

Commenting on the unauthor-
ised structures on St Martin's,
Sveda Rizwana Hossain, director of
Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers' Association (Belal, said
according to the gazete issued by
the government, construction of
any hatel or restaurant within the
ECAs prohibited.

"[t's & violation of Sections 5 and
12 of Environment Protection Act.
Violators could be punished with a
maximum of ten years imprison-
ment aid additional Tk 10 lakh in
fine," sheadded.

Thousands of tourists are
thronging 5t Martin's [sland every
vear for its crystal clear blue
seawaters, corals, shells, conchand
glanterabs.

According to Saint Martin's
Hotel Owners' Association sources,
not less than 60,000 peaple visited
theisland last year.

The objective of the govern-
ment-promoted ecotourism pro-
ject was to ensure an undisturbed
habitat for the fora and fauna of
theisland.

With: the project

unimplemented and tourists
:mx’itipiyingé'\reryyear, tourists, the
5 lo and 1,000 Rohingya
refugees, all are increasingly
destroying the island’s environ-
ment, especially the natural envi-
ronment of endangered green
wriles and Olive Ridley turtles to
such an extent that the turtles no
longer come to the island to lay
theireggs.

Sea turtles, one of the major

s Island

indicators of the health of sea, are
not gerting the suitable environ-
ment for laying eggs. Besides, the
number of mother turtles is
decreasing every year. [t will be
harmful for our sea as the twirtles
help keep the sea environment
clean,” said a government official
working at forest and environment
ministry.

According to a government
report, most of the residential
houses and all but four hotels and
restaurants on the jsland do notuse
ring-slab toilets. Raw sewage and
other wastes are discharged in the
open environmentinstead.

In a recent survey conducted by
Village Education Resource Center
(Verc), anon-government organisa-
tion, the presence afcoliform bacte-
ria, & serious cantaminant when
found in food or drinking water, was
detected in the groundwater of St
Martin's. The presence of the bacte-
rin was detected to be ten times
higherthan Bangladeshstandard,

The same report prepared by
the government listed the follow-
ing as hotels doing business on the
island: Seemana Periye, Pacific
Resort, Hotel Obokash, Samudra
Bilash (non-commercial, estab-
lished by novelist Humayun
Ahmed]}, Coral Reef, Ocean View,
Srabani Bilash, Swapno Probal,
Hotel Shaibal-1, Saibal-2, Bay of
Bengal Guesthouse, Holiday
Home, Blue Marine Resart, Prasad
Paradise, Prince Heaven, Kiyad
Guest, Sea Heart, [sland Resort and
NeslDoriya.

Restaurants listed in the report
are Asma Hotel, Keyari Marzan, Sea
Scent Comilla, Sonar Tori,
Shaheena, Hotel Al Amin, Saint
Martin's Tourism Park, The Royal
Restora, Hazi Salam Tourist Park,
Allah'r Daan and Marine Drop.

The first commercial business
on theisland was founded in 1995.

When asked if the business
owners on the island are required
to acquire any government
approval or follow any guideline,
president of Saint Martin's Hotel
Owners' Association Shiblul Azam
Koreshi said, "Nobody told us
about any approval or provided
any guideline for building struc-
turesinan ECAL"

ing Pakistani army carry out geno-
cide and rtorture, Jamaat formed
Razakar, Al Badr and Al Shams
forces to collaborate with the
enemy and killed many freedom
fighters and intellectuals.

They said denying this truth is
tantamount to the denial of the
existence of Bangladesh.

The false, intentional and pro-
vocative remark that Mojaheed
made hurting the spirit of
Liberation War is sedition, he is a
war criminal and a traitor, they
said.

They demanded formation of a
special wibunal for the trial of

Mojaheed and Nizami, Jamaat

ameer, and a ban on politics based
onreligion and fundamentalism.

Jatiya Samjtantrik Dal also

condernned the remarks and said
the comments are not only false
and In violation to the
Constitution, they are also arro-
gant. :
In a meeting yesterday, they
said through the comment
Mojaheed proved that Jamaat has
not accepted yer the Liberation
War and the independence of the
country.

They urged the Election
Commission not to register those
political parties involved with anti-
liberatipn activities.

Sammilito Sangskritik Jote also
condemned Mojaheed's remarks.

In a staternent, they said the
remarks were arrogant, a humilia-
tion to the 30 lakh martyrs and
tantamount to denying the inde-
pendenceofthe country.

Projonmo Ekattor and Chhatra
Sangram Parishad also con-
demned the remarks,

Yaba peddlers
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pushing Yaba in Uttara. They said
they went to Joydevpur Thursday to
flee the Rab action and also to do
business there.

Rab officials said they have
beefed up vigilance in different
parts of the country to dismantle
the drug running. They said they

would grill the people arrested.

during drives against corruption as
well to get to the roat of the illegal
trade.

Mongla workers
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Chairman of Mongla Port
Authority Ashraf Mohammod [gbal
termed the work abstention-illegal.
"Yer, 1 owill talk to them on
November & about payment of
unpaid portion of their Eid
bonuses,” he said. He said none
would be allowed to disrupt port
activitiesuny more.

Stolen furnace
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Mefiaul Karim raided Saima Fuel
Enterprise, Abdullah Traders and
Joint Fuel Supply at 10:15pm on
Thursday and continued the
search at the dealer shops until
+:30am yesterday.

The elite force also seized 45
barrels of pure furnace oil and over
200 empty barrels from near the
three underground tanks.

According to the commanding
officer (CO) of Hab-6, vigorous
investigation is going on to detect
other culprits involved in selling
adulterated furnace oil,

The arrestees told Rab that they
had purchased adulterated furnace
oil from a section of officials of
Barge Mounted Power Plant at
Khalishpur and would sell it to
different parties of Khulna and
north Bengal.

They also told that steel,
Aluminium, cement and fertiliser
factories were theirmain buyers.

JMB torture
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he fainted, he added,

The accused include IMB mili-
tants Maostafizur Rahman alias
Killer Mostaq, Bipul, Sayem, Rezaul
Islam, Rezaul Hagq, Zakir,
Mojammel, Abdus Salam, Abdul
Mannan, Abdul Jalil, Abdul Hamid,
Fazlur Rahman, Shahidur, Siddik,
Azadul, Emad, Hizbullah, Akbar,
Afzal, Altaf, Enamul, Abdur
Rahman, Mominul Islam, Azhar,
Nazmul, Jonab Ali and Shamsul. |

The IMB began its "operations”
against outlaws in April 2004 and
killed around 25 people and
maimed several hundred in three
months in Naldanga upazila of
Natore, Bagmara of Rajshahi, and
Atrai and Raninagar of Naogaon.

The body of Abdul Qayyum
Badsha of Shafikpur was found
hung upside down from a tree in
Bogra while the body of [dris Ali
Khejur of Shimba was found in four
pieces in Naogaon. The killings
created an outcry across the coun-
try mobilising a public opinion
againstmilitancy.

Victims of JMB tortures have so
far filed 20 cases accusing a num-
ber of militants and their aides,
including former minister Aminul
Haque, former deputy minister
Ruhul Kuddus Talukdar Dulu,
Rajshahi city Mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu, former lawmakers
Nadim Mostafaand Abu Hena.

Convictions have been made in
two cases so far, sentencing Aminul
and 24 others to 31 years in jail in
one case and Dulu and 87 others to
eight vears of imprisonment in the
other.

What Jamaat men said
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crimes and with the Razakar, Al-Badr
and Al-Shams groups. He claimed
that Jamaat did not work against the
LiberationWar in 1971 and that there
isnowarcriminalin thecountry.

"In fact, ant-Liberation forces
never even existed," Mojaheed told
reporters after Jamaat's dialogue
with the Election Caommission on
electoralreforms.

Asaresponse to the Jamaatsecre-
tary general's claims, following are
selections from the reports pub-
lished in the daily Sangram and

- documents of the thenWest Pakistan

government:

Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mojaheed,
president of Dhaka unit of East
Pakistan Islami Chhatra Shangha
(1C8), directed his party workers to
build Al-Badr Bahini to resist free-
dom fighters, according to a "Fort-
nightly secret report on the situation
in Bast Pakistan" the political section
of the then East Pakistan home
ministry used to send to the head of
the government General Yahya
Khan.

Mojaheed at a meeting of the [CS
in Rangpur on October 17 directed
the party workers to build the Al-
Badr Bahini. He told the meeting that
anti-Islamist forces must be resisted.
He also emphasised organising
youths to join Al-Badr.

Al-Badr day was observed in
Dhaka on Nevember 7, 1971 and
Muojaheed announced a four-point
declaration thar said, "We do not
believe in any map of Hindustan on
earth. We will not rest until the name
of Hindustan is erased from the
waorld.

"From tomorrow, you will not be
allowed to sell, publicise or keep at
libraries books either written by
Hindus or written in their support,”
according to g report published in
thedaily Azad on Novemnber8, 1971,

The Al-Badr was assigned a vari-
etyof combatand non-combat tasks,
including taking part in operations,
spying against the Muktibahini,
interrogation, working as guides for
the regular army, assassination,
detecting and killing Bangalee intel-
lectuals, looting and supplying
women and children to rape, accord-
ingtoWikipedia.

NIZAMI

, According to the secret report, the

current Jamaat ameer addressed an
ICS meeting in Jamalpur as chief
guest on June L4, 1971 and directed
his party workers to assist the
Palkistani armytosave [slam.

On April 12, the Nizami-led ICS
and Jamaat brought out a proces-
sipm.chantingLonglivePakistan!.

The Sangram reported on April 1§
that Nizami, the then Pakistan [C5
president, Golam Azsm and other
collabarators also led a procession
on April 12 under the banner of
"Peace Commitiee of Dhaka" with a
special prayer for the survival of
Pakistan and to declare their support
for Pakistan.

On August 2, Nizami addressed a
seminar in Chittagong organised by
the local Muslim Institute, where he
said, "If the patrintic people had
come forward since March 1 to
confrant the assailants, thissituation
would not have taken place in the
country, Allah has given the faithful
Muslims the duty to protect His
beloved Pakistan, but when the
Muslims failed, Allah protected
Pakistan through the military.”

The next day Sangram quoted
Nizami as saving, "The Pakistani
soldiers are our brothers...[t is not a
matter of personal dignity or parti-
san interest, it is a matter of
Pakistan'ssurvival.

"The only way the Muslims can
swrvive here is Pakistan's survival,”
he said, adding, "With the chaos the
miscreants and Indian agents had
created since March 1, no one could
hope that Pakistan and Pakistani
Muslims would be able to survive as
independententities.”

Lamenting the victory of Awami
League in the 1970 elections, Nizami
said, "Divisions within the Pakistani
and Islamic leaders allowed them to
winand cause havocin this country.

"I pray to Allah for the success,
courage and sacrifice of the military
brothers in facing external and
internalattacks,” hesaid.

Heblamed the rulers for mislead-
ing and misinforming students on
Islam and said, "We forgot our iden-
tity after achieving Pakistan. When
India attacked our country in 1965,
we became self-aware but we were
confused as soon as the war ended.
Allah punished us, Now we have
become self-conscious again, but if
we make the same mistake again,
maybe Allah will not give us another
chance.”

On August 16, the Sangram
reported that Nizami said, "Those
who want to secede from Pakistan
wart to uproot [slam from this coun-

On September 4, Nizami in a
letter to the Pakistani flight cadet
who died in an air fight with Bir
Sreshtha Matiur Rahman described
Matiurasan"Indianagent”.

On September B, Sangram
reported Nizami as saying, "Every
member of the Islami Chhatra
Shangha is committed to protect
every inch of Pakistan, We are even
ready to attack Hindustan to protect
Pakistan."

On September 9 Nizami said in
Jessore, "Allah has punished those
who conspired to destroy
Pakistan.., Those who said Pakistanis
a graveyard have not been accepted
by the land. The funeral pyres in
Calcuttaand Agartalaarealltheygot.

"The way we have come forward
risking death, the same way the
government should build Pakistan in
a purely militaristic manner," he
said

Addressing a gathering of
Razakars in Jessore the next day,
Nizami said, "Every single one of us
must identify ourselves as soldiers of
[slam and we have to use all our
forces to destroy the peaple who are
involved [n an armed conspiracy
against Pakistan and Islam,”
Sangramreported on September 15,

The next day Mizami wurged his
followers to "confront and reveal the
true identity of the so-called Bengali-
lovers".

Whilevisitingan Al-Badrcampon
September 22, Nizami said, "Only
the patriotic youths of East Pakistan
can elfectively annihilate the Indian
infiltrators and theirlocal agents.”

Celebrating the Badr day on
November 14, 1971, Nizami wrote an
editorial in Sangram, saying, "Hindu
forces are far stronger and capable
than us. Unfortunately, a number of
infidels have taken their side and are

“iring 1o Weaken U frdhd withffi we

have to foil their conspiracy and
protect the existence and ideal of
Pakistan. This is not passible only by
defensive action...It is our luck that
the Islam-loving youths of this coun-
try have been able (o form the Al-
Badr unit with the help of the
Pakistani military., The youths of Al-
Badr have renewed titeir pledge on
this accasion...to stand next to the
army to defeat the Hindu forces and
annihilate Hindustan and hoist the
flagofislamallover the world."
GOLAMAZAM

Atameeting of the Jamaat in Khulna:

on August 4, 1971, the then Jamaat
ameer described Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as a
separationist. He told the meeting
that Mujib had been misleading the
country's people and urged party
workers to be united to destroy the
separationists, according to secret
document No. 482/ 158-PL.S(T).

Golam Azam at the party council
of Kushtia district unit in the second
week of August 1971 described the
freedom fighters as criminals and
directed the party workers to resist
them. He also directed formation of
Shanti Bahini (peace committee) in
every village of the country. He told
the meeting that very soon the
Razakars, Mojaheed and police
would be able to resist the "erimi-
nals", said document No. 549 (159)-
PLS(I) signed by the then home
secretary MM Kazim on September
L4,

Try collaborators
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Had they not been an anti-
liberation force, so many people
would not have to die in the war,
said the former army chief. "Thisis
time to make them face trial."-

Lt Gen (retd) Mir Shawkat Ali,
commander of sector-5, said, "Ali
Ahsan Mojaheed is just trying to
befoal the people. Everybody in
this country suffered in the hands
of anti-liberation forces like
Jamaat."

"If anti-liberation forces.néver
existed (as Mojaheed claimed),
then he should ask his conscience
why 30 lakh people were martyred
and three lukh mothers and sisters
lost dignity during the war," he
posed the question to the Jamaat
leader.

Shawkat further asked, "Who
were the 'AL-Badr' and 'Al-Shams’
finvolved in genocide) and who
were their leaders?”

Retired Air Vice Marshal AK
Khandakar, deputy chief of the
liberation forces, said, "They
(lamaat leaders) cannot deny
history by telling lies. The people
have rejected their false claims,”

Alleging that Jamaat s denying a
"historical truth,” he urged the
government to ban the party.

Lt Col (retd) Kazi Nuruzzaman,
commander of sector-7, said "To
defeat these forces, all pro-

~ liberation ones must unite to come

to power in the next elections. We
havetodo thisourselves."

Maj Gen (retd) CR Dutta, com-
mander of sector-4, said those who
worked against the liberation
forces, including famaat, must face
trial now,

Former army chief, Lt Gen (retd)
Harun-ur-Rashid said, "Jamaat
leaders' claims now have once
again proved how importantitis to
make them face court.”

Commander of sector-8 Lt Cal
{retd) Abu Osman Chowdhury
condemned the Jamaat claim
saying, "A thief never admits he is a
thief. So, Jamaat leaders must be
broughtto justice."

"We wied former Jamaat chief
Golam Azam at the peaple's court
(gono adalot), we also formed
national people’'s inquiry commis-
sion headed by poet Sufia Kamal
that found a large of Jamaat lead-
ers' involvement in anti-liberation
activities.”

Abu Osman said “Nizami (
Jamaat chief Matiur Rahman
Nizami} was commander of Al-
Badr and Mojaheed was its Dhaka
unitchief.”

“They (Jamaat leaders) dare to
mike false claims because of the
silence of the nation's top political
leaders, " he said. "Their claims
only prove howbig liars they are.”

Recruiters trade
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"The problem is some employers
take this lightly, even giving agents
the power of attorney. The agents
want to make a cut for themselves
and that's how the workers are
given false promises of higher pay,”
he said.

Talat Mahmud Khan, labour
counsellor of Bangladesh High
Commission in Kuala Lumpur, told
The Daily Star he had asked the
Bangladesh recruiting agencies to
be careful in selecting workers so
that they fulfil employers' require-
ments.

"Agencies however were not
sincere about my instructions,” he
said. The workers in the textile
factories were not as skilled as they
were expected to be, and it might
be areason for their lower wages.

The Malaysian government is
investigating the workers’ claims of
getting lower pay.

. Anagentin Bangladesh wold The

Daily Star the agents are so
engaged in counting profits
through hiring more and more
workers that they are not careful
aboutemployers' requirements.

"Involverment of so many mid-
dlemen in recruiting process cre-
ates a huge mismatch between
what the primary middlemen
promise and the employers actu-
ally offer," hesaid.

The government must take
strong measures against the
recruiting agencies as per the
immigration laws to make sure that
right workers go to right places, he
observed.

Pichchi Hannan
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from the house of his another
associate, Swapan, at Dhanmondi.

At RAB-3 office, Babu told jour-
nalists that he along with his
cohorts killed at least six people,
including Dhaka College student
leader Pinto and notorious crimi-
nal Shikander, as a sequel to inter-
party conflict during the rule of the
Awami League.

Babu also confessed to setting
fire to some buses during the
Aupgust20-2Zstudentunrest.

Delwar
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enforcers, saying that the visit was
just for offering special prayers at
the shrines of the two Muslim
saints, notfor political ends.

o Failing o ceonvinee-the - law
‘driforcers, the BNP secretary gen-

eral and other party leaders offered
Juma prayers at Bahapur Jame
mosquein Lalabazar area.

After Juma prayers, the BNP
leaders again requested the paolice
to allow only Khandaker Delwar
and his two daughters to visit the
shrines, but allwentinvain.

Delwar and his companions left
Lalabazar for the capital at about
2:10pm.

Barlier, about 30 leaders of
Sylhet district and city BNP
received the party-secretary gen-
eral at Rashidpr on the Dhaka-
Sylhet Highway.

A police official, however, said
the BNP secretary-general was
intercepted as party leaders and

.activists were to join an informal

meeting atahotel in the city. Under
the emergency rules, such gather-
ingistotally banned, he added.

Ali Ahmed, former joint secre-
tary of the BNP district unit, told
the Daily Star that the law enforcers
yesterday morning took away the
keys of three rooms of Hotel
Fortune Garden in the city. The
rooms were earlier booked for
Khandkar Delwar and members of
hisentourage.

2 JMB men
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Adabari under Mirzapur upazila
and Selim Miah of Namdar
Kumullee of Sadar upazila in
Tangail.

The court sentenced them to
seven years' rigorous imprison-
ment in the arms case and three
years in explosive case.

India lifts ban
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rice-growing states like Punjab,
Haryana and Andhra Pradesh.

The ban, imposed on October 9
to build buffer stock in the country
and improve domestic supplies,
took a lot of flak from rice growers
and exporters, who thought it
prevented them from accessing the
lucrative global markets, They also
claimed that the ban would bring
down domestic prices which would
hit them.

india exported 3.7 million
tonnes of non-Basmati rice valued
at Hs 4,258 crore in financial year
2006-07.

Being cheaper than Basmati,
the superior quality non-Basmati
rice has begun fetching good
exportearningsoflate,

6 killed

FROM PAGE 16

rescued the injured and rushed
them to hospitals. OF the injured,
seven were admitted to Mirzapur
Kumudini Hospital.

Mirzapur police recovered the
bodies and sent them to Tangail
General Hospital morgue for
autopsies.

Local body affaifs
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bodies effective as well forensuring
good governance at grass roots
level, sources said quoting the draft
report. The report also suggests the
government make the commission
permanent.

In a bid to strengthen the local
government system, the caretaker
government on June 3 formed the
seven-member committee headed
by former secretary Dr AMM
Shawkat All. The government
asked it to come up with recom-
mendations within three months
after reviewing the present struc-
ture and activities of the local
government bodies. It was later
given another two months time
endingnext month.

The committee plans to submit
the report to the government at the
end of this month or early next
month, sources close to the com-
mittee said.

Afterits formation, the commit-
tee held a series of view exchange
meetings with professionals, poli-
ticians, former lawmakers and
other stakeholders and prepared
the draft incorporating their opin-
ions,

Currently, the committee mem-
bers are working on finalising the
reportas soonas possible,

The committee opted for for-
mally dissolving the controversial
Gram Sarkar system, which was
introduced by the immediate past
BNP-led alliance government. It
recommended introducing a local
government system having three
tiers -- zila, upazila and union
parishads.

In addition, the committee has
also been working on how to make
the city corporations and munici-
palities more effective by bringing
necessary reforms in their forma-
tion and functions, sources added.

Besides, the committee is pre-
paring recommendations outlin-
ing qualifications and disqualifica-
tions for the candidates contesting
the polls of local government bod-

ies and redefining the jurisdiction-

and functions of the institutions to
increase participation of women.

It is also going to recommend
enacting a single law defining the
functions, jurisdictions and forma-
tion of zila, upazila and union
parishads, instead of the existing
separate laws for them

Similarly, a single law might be
introduced for the six city corpora-
tions, sources said.

The committee will also recom-
mend curbing government power
of removing elected- representa-
tives to union parishads as it has
reporiedly been misused.

According to the committee’s
recommendations, a chairman or
memberofaunion parishad can be
removed anly il other parishad
members pass a vote of no confi-
dence against him after investigat-
ing the allegations against him. A
chairman or a member can be
removed on other grounds like if he
is convicted of crimes or declared
insane or unsound-minded by a
competent court.

LOCALGOVT COMMISSION
The committee is drafting a law for
setting up the three-member inde-

71 bridges
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due w the lack of a connecting
road.

There are a Few new bridges in
similar condition in Gosaibari of
Dhunat upazila. Three bridges in
Hatibandha area of Gabtali upazila
have also remained unused for the
last four years,

RHD Executive Engineer
Iftekhar Kabir said the department
spent Tk 10 crore to construct
bridges in Madla of Shahjabhanpur,
Durgahataand Nashipur of Gabrali
but they have remained unused for
thelast three-four years,

pendent commissio
prise experts on loca
and financial sec
added. The chairm
members of the coj
heappointed for five y

"Once the com
formed, the
Cooperatives minis
power to direct, conte
vise the local gove
will be curtailed legall
extent," asource said

About the jurisdietio
commission, the source said the
committee would reeommend
allocation of resources to the local
government institutions and send
suggestions regularly regarding
strengthening the local govern-
mentsystem,

"[f: the central government
wants to take any steps regarding
the local government institutions,
it will consult with the commis-
sion," a source said quoting the
committee's draft report.
PREVIOUS EFFORTS REMAINED
IGNORED
Since restoration of d.emncracy in
1990, both BNP and Awami League
(AL) had pledged to strengthen the
local government system.
However, they did not make any
maove for setting up an independ-
ent commission demanded for a
longtime.

The fear of losing cm:itrol aver
the grassroots level administration
is the cause for their inaction,
many political analystsabserve.

Assuming power in 1991, the
BNP government dissolved the
upazila system introduced during
the Ershad regime and formed a
committee to restructure the local
government.

The committee recommended a
local government system with zila
and union parishads. However, the
government only formed union
parishads and took no step to form
the zila parishads.

It also recommended that the
government form a finance com-
mission, which was supposed to
make recommendations regarding
the distribution of resources
between the central and local
government.

In its report in 1997, & commit-
tee formed by the AL government
came up with a set of recommen-
dations that included infroducing
a local government system having
three tiers of zila, upazila and
union parishads.

Though the AL government
revived the upazila parishads
during its tertivigtthe pblleidr the
parishads were not held, ~Other
important recommendations
made by the committee led by the
then state minister Advocare
Rahmat Ali were also not imple-
mented.

I its electoral pledges in 2001,
the BNP promised to farm upazila
parishad, butit failed to keep that.

College student
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and the van ran over Silvy's chest
and head. Shedied onthe spot.

Liza said she telephoned her
elder sister Munaafter the accident.

"When [ reached there, | found
Silvy dead and my sister sitting
there speechless. Hundreds of
people encircled them and were
looking at them," Muna told The
Daily Star,

"Nobady from the crowd helped
them or tried to take them to a
hospital even though three quar-
ters of an hour had past, [ ok
them to Dhaka Medical," Muna
said.

As the news of Silvy's death
spread, hundreds of students from
City College thronged DMCH.

Silvy was the daughter of Anwar
Hossain, vice-president of Delta
Life Insurance Company.

Mannan Bhuiyan
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proposal including the one aiming
to dislodge Khaleda Zia from the
postofchairperson on June 25, said
Khaleda Zia is the party chairper-
son and they will hald council to
bringreformswith herapproval,

According to his proposal, the
chairperson will be elected for
three years instead of the existing
two years. However, nothing has
been mentioned about the tenure
of the secretary general that he has
been holding for over 10 years.

Referring to the meeting of
former lawmakers with Khandaker
Delwar, Bhuiyan said a few peaple
went there to help keep the party
united.

"Everyone who loves the party
wanls unity and reform and [ hope
those who are talking against unity
will join the unity process,”
Bhuiyan said. He urged the BNP
leaders and workers not to be
confused.

There is no alternative to reform
to overcome the parmy's crisis, [
want both reform and unity," he
added.

Asked whether he will accept
the appointment of Khandaker
Delwar as secretary general of the
party, Bhuiyan said he has been
expelled in an undemocratic way,
that is why he does not accept the
expulsion decision.

When asked about his refarm
proposal, Bhuiyan said, "I have
announced the proposal but it is
not final. More proposals may

come up and everything will be
brought under consideration. A
committee will be formed to final-
isethe proposals before the council
meeting and the council will ke
the final decision.”

On aquestion on whether there
is any possibility of unity with
Khandaker Delwaur, he said senjor
party leaders are discussing the
matier.

Bhuiyan expects that they will
get the Election Commission's
invitation and he once again
claimed that most of the party
leaders and former lawmakers are
beside him.

Replying to a questionabout the
party's central affice, he said,
"Office will be apened if we go
there unitedly. [here iay
clash between the two groups if the
party office is opened. So we do nog
want any division in the party over
thisissue."

Bhuiyan urged the party leaders
and workers to prepare for the
coming municipal and upazila
parishad elections.

BNPVice-President Major (retd)
Hafiz Uddin Ahmed, expelled joint
secretary general Asheaf Hossain,
former lawmakers Abdul Alim, Ali
Newaz Mahmud Khaiyam,
Zahiruddin Swapan, Nasirul
Haque Sabu, Ziaul Haque Mollah,
Faziul Azim, Mozammel Haque,
Engineer Shahiduzzaman,
Mainuddin Bhuiyan, Shahriar
Akhter Bulu and Tasmeen Rana
were, among others, present.

he a



