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Book launch and poetry recital ' :

FAvza HAQ

F I VHE book Poems of ‘an
October Evening was
launched on October 25 at

the Russian Centre for Science and

Culture; amidst festivity and fan-

fare. Recitation of poems written by

leading Russian poets, translated
into English and Bangla, pro-
ceeded the launching. The book

has been published by 'Meghdut', a

forum for poetry recitation, and it

contains 72 pages.

Russian Ambassador to Bangla-
desh Gennady P Trotsenko was the
chief guest at the launching
programme. Yury Makarov, DG of
the Russian Cultural Centre, was
also present. The programme was
jointly oragnised by the Russian
Embassyand 'Meghdut’,

The Russian Amnbassador, in his
message said, “Russian poetryisa
unique phenomenon in world
literature. It contains the reflec-
tion of European history, and
heritage of Russian people in
particular. It reflects the destinies,
experiences and feelings of the
Russians.”

Mosud Mannan, the chiel coor-
dinator of Meghdut, said thatin the
book, “Poems of an October Eve-
ning”, there is an attempt to present
a flavour of farmous Russian poets,
like Alexandre Pushkin, Evgeny
Baratynsky, Boris Pasternak, and
Yevgeni Yeviuchenko. As many of
the poets were writing during the
Soviet era, there is a touch of that
time also. “The book is meant 10
make people aware of the rich
Russian lifestyle. The collection is
the reflection of life and culture of
thelast 300 years,” Mannan added.

Poets like Jahidul Hugq from the
daily Shangbad and Dr Nuzhat
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Amin, one of the editors of the
book, spoke about the pleasures
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Jacket of the book Paéms of an October Evening

Poems of
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and pains of translation and edit-
ing, involved in the publication of

tar.net

the book.

The book was brought out with
the help of Professor Nuzat Amin,
Mutequlla, Shams 1Jd Doha with
the support of the Russian Centre
for Science and Culture, The reason
for printing the book, and having
the evening of Russian poetry, said
Mannan, was that the Russians are
a time-tested friend of the people
of Bangladesh.

Meghdut, the publisher of the
book, has had recitations in Bangla
before, Since last July, ithad a series
of poetry recitals dedicated to
different languages. Its endeavours
began with Spanish poets. Within
23 years, the number of poetry
lovers in the organisation has
reached over a hundred. However,
actively involved are 15 individu-
als. Last February it had “The
Mother Language Poetry” evening.
Recently there was Arabic poetry
recitations with the backing of
Omni Books; an evening of French
love poetry, “L'amour” was held at
Alliance Francaise.

Last year, with the support of
Goethe-Institut there were three
poetry recitals in Bangla and Ger-
man, where poems, written origi-
nally in Bangla were also included.
Last June there was a poetry ses-
sion dedicated to Pablo Neruda,
the Chilean poet, which was held at
ElToro.

Recitation in Bangla alone was
also held at the Rayer Bazar mass
killing ground.” This was on
December 14, last year; the poetry
reading had been dedicated to the
martyred intellectuals. Last July, at
the American Centre, a presenta-
tion of American poetry was held.
There was also an evening dedi-
cated to Tagore's poetry at the
British Council.

A taste of Russian life and living

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi -~ Hossain Probal, Tin-er Talwar by
Asutosh Sujan, Scriptwriter by
Pakistan may be the focus country  Kamruzzaman Kamu, Uno
of the week-long South Asian Film  Manush by Mostafa Sarwar Farooki
Festival thatbeganhereonOctober  and Garam Bhaat Othoba Nichhok
24 but Bangladesh takes the dis-  Bhut-er Golpoby Animesh Aich.

tinction of having the highest These are among the 45 feature,
-.humber of participating films -~ _, docunentary, and short. films from

nine. =
There are Morshedul Islam's

Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,

Khelaghar, Muktir Gaan by Afghanistan, the Maldives, Bhutan’
Tareque and Catherine Masud, . and Nepal which are being screened
at the festival titled "South Asian
Film Festival...Dissolving Bound-
aries”, organised by the South Asia

Balughodi by Razibul Hossain,
Choturthe Matra by Nurul Alam
Atique, Shomapti by Tanveer

-eight South Asian countries India,

Foundation.

The festival opened with the
screening of Pakistani film
Mohabbatan Sachiyan directed by
Shahad Rafique -- a love triangle
withasocial message.

Foundation Secretary Rahul

,Barua tpld.the media here on
“Wednesday evening, “this is after 40

years that a Pakistani filin is being
commerciallyreleased in India”.

Rafique is already here to pro-
mote hisfilmin India. ;

Pakistan is the focus country of
the festival this year and the coun-
tryis being represented by eminent
filmmakers and personalitics like
Zeba Bakhtiar, Reema Khan and
VeenaMallik, amongothers.

The festival also witnessed
world premier of the Nepali feature
film Kaagbeni directed by Bhushan
Dahal vesterday,

The Indian segment at the festi-
val is being represented directors
Madhur Bhandarkar, Sudhir
Mishra, Vishal Bhardwaj, Subhash
Ghai and Pankuj Parashar.
Bhandarkar's acclaimed movies
like Page 3, Traffic Signal,
Bhardwaj's Omkara and Blue
Umbrella, Mishra's Hazaron
Khiwaishein Aisi, Ghai's Yaadein
and Parashar's Banaras are up for
screening.

But the attempt to “dissalve

Nine Bangladeshi films being screened
at the South Asian Film festival

boundaries” by South Asia Foun-
dation goes beyond screening of
the films, During the festival, a
seminar on “Indian Cinema and
South Asia", workshops with stu-
dents and aspiring filmmakers,
poster competition and street
theatre: are.also .being organised,
said Rameeza Akinar, the Festival
Director.

Students of various institutes are
being involved in seminars and
workshops where they will get an
opportunity to interact with vet-
eran Indian director Shyam
Benegal, Vishal Bhardwaj and
PankujParashar.

An exclusive dance performance
on the theme “Changing Land-
scape” will be staged during the
festival, Akhtaradded.

_ "We feel films made in the
Indian sub-continent are often
neglected and the FPestival will
provide them with a platform,”
Akhtar said,

The aimofthe festival is to create
an environment of peace and
harmony among SAARC countries
and provide a platform to facilitate
marketing of all types of films and
enhancetradeopportunities,

Atouch of Bollywood glamouris
expectedto beadded to the Festival
when actors Govinda and Manisha
Koirala make their appearances,
the Festival organisers said.
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Sabina Yasmin returns home

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Celebrated singer Sabina Yasmin returned home after
three and a half month of medical weatment from

Singapore.

Shewas diagnosed with Non Hodgkin's Lymphoma,
atype of tissue cancer, and was admitted to the Labaig
Specialised Hospital, Dhaka, last June. After a month,
the ailing singer was flown to Singapore for better

_treatment and was admitted to the National Cancer
Centre of Singapore General Hospital. She was under
the care of cancer specialist Dr, Toh Hung Chung,

Yasmin landed at the Zia International Airport at .
10:15 pm Thursday, where her family members wel-
comed her. Music lovers all over the country anx-
iously awaited her return throughout the past few

months.

Speaking on her recovery, Sabina said to the repori-
ers at the airport, "I'm thankful to you all, for remem-
hering me in your prayers, 1 hope that T recover and

remain with you.”

Her physician Dr. Chung has said, though released
from the hospital, Yasmin will have to go Singapore for
tegular check ups. However, she can return’ 1o her
routine life if all the procedures are maintained prop-
erly. Hehoped that she can singagain,

Discussion on Abdul Karim
Shahityabisharad

JamMiL ManmMup

“We would have remained
unaware about an cra of Bengali
literature, if Abdul Karim
Shahityabisharad had not col-
lected Puthis (old Bengali manu-
scripts),” said professor Syed
Mohammad Shahed, director
general of Bangla Academy, at the
discussion programme on Abdul
Karim Shahityabisharad. The
discussion was held on the occa-
sion of Karim's 136th birth anni-
versary (October 11), The
programme was held at the semi-
nar room of the academy on Octo-
ber2s.

Professor Abul Ahsan
Chowdhury, department of Bangla,
Islami University presents an essay
titled Shahityavisharad: Oitijya-
Onnesha O Lokoshangshkriti
charchar Swarup at the
programme. Among others Profes-
s0r Muntasir Mamun, department
of History, Dhaka University (DU)
and Professor Saidur Rahman,
department of Bangla, DU spoke at
the programme.

Professor Moniruzzaman,

department of Bangla, Chittagong

University said, “Abdul Karim
Shahityabisharad made an
immense contribution to the
preservation of our folklore and
literature. He attained a special
place in our cultural history.” Pro-
fessor Moniruzzaman presided
over the programme.

Abdul Karim Shahityabisharad
was born in Suchakradandi village
of Potia upazila, greater Chittagong
on October 11, 1871. He passed his
entrance examinationin 1893 from

Potia High School.

A skilled writer, Karim's special
interest was "Muslim contribution
to Bengali literature in the middle
ages'. Throughout his life he col-
lected old Bengali manuscripts.

The Bongiva Shahitya-Parishat
published his catalogue of Bengali
manuscripts entitled Bangala
Prachin Puthir Bibaran. in two
volumes in 1920-21. The -major
portion of his manuscript collec-
tion, comprising works by Muslim
poets, is preserved in the DU
Library and the rest, written by
Hindu poets, in the Varendra
Research Museum, Rajshahi.

The department of Bangla, DU,
has published a catalogue of the
manuscripts preserved in the
University Library under the titled
Puthi Parichiti.

Nadiya Shahitya Shabha hon-
oured Karim with the title Shahitya
Sagar, while Chattal
Dharmameandali gave him the title
Shahityabisharad. He preferred the
latter and used it with his name and
is widely remembered by the title.
The Bangladesh Government
honoured himwith the Shadhinata
Padatk {posthumous) in 1995,

“Amar Ami” on Banglavision tonight

CurTuraL CORRESPONDENT

Banglavision will air the talk
show Amar Amitonight a1 9:05
pm. The programme offers an
insight in the lives of celebri-
ties.

Tomight's episode will
feature Dr Ezazul islam, Faruk
Ahmed and Shadhin Khoshru,
three actors who have become
popular for their comie roles.
The trio is best remembered
for their roles as three unem-
ployed individuals, who team
up to scheme for making easy
money, in the TV play Tara Tin
Jon.

Hosted by Aupi Karim,
Amar Amiis aired every Satur-
day.
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BTV
News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.
News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
% pm.B:00 pm.
| News (Englich) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
| Lale Night News (Bangla and English)

| 11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
i channels).

CHAMNEL-i

News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 9:00am,

2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.
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News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am, OnChannel-iat7:50 pm
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 1ipm. .

News (Engish) £:20am,7:00pm Mega Serial

Lates! News (Bangla) 219:00 am,10:00
am, 11:00 2m.4:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pmand 6:00 pm.
CHAHNEL 1

News (Bangla) &t 8:00am. 12:00pm.
2:30pm. 6:30pm. 7:30pm. 10:00pm.
12:30am

BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) al 8:00am. 2:00pm.
6:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm.

News Headiines (Bangla) at 10;002m,
12:00am. 4:00pm,

News Headines (Engish) at8:05pm
Rtv

News (Bangla) at 10:15pm.
12:15am

nty

News (Bangla).7:30am, 12:02pm,
2:00pm, 7:30pm, 10:30pm, 1:00am
ETV

News (Bangla): 1:00pm, 3:00pm,
5:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 11:00pm

and

PICK OF THE DAY
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Pirates of the Caribbéan: Dead Man's Chest

On Star Movies at 7:00pm
Genre: Action/Adventure/Comedy
Cast: Johnny Depp, Kei

Radio Foorti 88.0 FM
07:00am Hello Dhaka (Apu)
11:00am Amar 88.0 (Nusrat)
03:00pm Dhaka Caliing
(Sakib)
07:00pm Fuad Live (Fuad)
11:30am Back to Back music
Radio Today 88.6 FM
07:15am Good Moming
Dhaka (8iplob)
07:45am Today's Happy
Moments
0B:45am  Shokaler Khabor
12:00pm Fatafali Adda
(Nudrat & Sayfi)
01:45pm Dupurer Khalbor
04:00pm U-turn (Tania)
06:45pm Shondher Khabor
08:00pm Tobe Tai Hok (Sayem)
09:45pm Raaler Khabor
11:45pm Moddho Raater
Khabor
12:00am Today's Happy
Moemenls
12:10am Raal Vor Gan




