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Jamaat denies its

anti-liberation role
War criminals must be punished

WE reject with unreserved repugnance the claim of
Jamaat's secretary general Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Mujahid that Jamaat-e-Islami never worked against
our independence struggle arid there is no such thing as war
criminals in the country. He said this before media displaying
veritable arrogance and ire when asked about the role of
Jamaat-e-Islami during the nine-month Bangladesh Libera-
tion War of 1971. To our utter shock and indignation, Mujahid
not only denied any wrong-doing by his party but was defiant
enough to throw a challenge to the newsmen to dig into the
historyand find for themselves the role of Jamaat.

We are outraged by the attempts to mock at the sacrifices of
millions and the masses who fought for our Liberation War by
thosewho played a terrorizing part initin abid to perpetuate the
rule of the Pakistani military junta. We consider this unashamed
utterance as impertinence of the most appalling kind that ought
tobedenouncedand countered byeveryoneinsociety.

The history of the dark and destructive role of Jamaat-e-
Islami before and during the Liberation War is too well-
recorded at home and abroad in various forms to allow seepage
of confusion or misunderstanding of any kind. The members of
this party had taken sides with the Pakistani occupation forces
and carried outatrocities ofhorrendous nature on the freedom-
loving people of Bangladesh. They had created para-military
forceslikeal-Badarand al-Shams under the direct control of the
Pakistani military commanders and helped them in picking up
the freedom fighters from their hideouts. Finally, only days
before the ultimatevictoryon December 16 they struckwith the
stealth of vipersin the darkness of nightsto eliminate the best of
our brains. The nation mourns this sad event on December 14
everyyear. We therefore wonder, howdarkaman'sheart can be

It is ironical indeed that when most Pakistani people today
express regret and sorrow, in privacy at least, at the rape and
murders committed by the occupation forces in 1971, their
.Bengali quislings remain unremorseful and unapologetic till
date. Today they deny their dark role in the Liberation War,
tomorrow they will dare to deny the marvellous feat of the free-
dom fightersand thentheveryexistenceof Bangladesh.

When Jamaat had won some seats in last two general elections
and came to parliament we respected voters' choice and tried to
convinceourselves that they have come to terms with realityand
would nowapologise before the nation for their nefarious role in
'71. But, today, with theinfuriating utterance, Mujahid has made
it obvious that they would continue to disrespect and deny our
LiberationWarand assuchourindependence.

We once again express our deeply-felt umbrage at the blatant
comments of Mujahid and appeal to the people of Bangladesh to
reject them with equal sentiments. No one has any right to
rewrite thehistoryof Bangladesh LiberationWar.

Climate change challenges

Itis never tooearly toinitiate

taking remedies to counter the adverse effects of global

chrnate change although remedies were at hand over the

last 20 years. It hardly needs reemphasizing that our security will

paired by thedegradation of thestate ofourenviron-

ofoureconomy becauseof theeffect of climate change
broughtaboutbyglobalwarming,

Likeitornot, climate changeisareality. But its harmful impact
can and must be attenuated. However, the most unfortundte
aspect of itis that itis not countries that are responsible for caus-
ing globalwarming thatwill bear the bruntof consequences ofits
aftermath. It is the poorer countries that are at the receiving end
ofthe deleteriouseffects thatwillaccrete over time.

And itis the poorest in the poorer countries that will have to
bearthe heavy costif steps are notinitiated immediately, And if
one were o go by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change predictions which experts say are the best guide to
future shape of the global environment, things are going to get
worse since we can expect, with things as they are, a tempera-
ture rise of between two and four and half degree Celsius.
Therefore, the time toactisnow.

For Bangladeshitis verybad newssince land and agriculture, on
which the majority of our people subsist, will be the worst affected,
not to speak of the large areas of forest that stands the risk of deci-
mationcoupledwithdecliningavailability of fresh water.

The time to act is now and we are heartened by the govern-
ment's focus ontheindigents byitsrecently initiated projecton
'Community-based adaptation to climate change through
coastal afforestation’. It hardly needs to be said also that while
the worst affected countries must formulate environment
friendlydevelopment plans, the cost of ameliorating the conse-
quences of global warming is indeed very high for the poorer
countries to bear by themselves; it must be shared by the more
affluent countries that are primarily responsible for the current
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Improving our image abroad
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UR barttered image has

been the subject of intense

discussion over the last
two weeks. We have had the latest
Transparency International (TI)
World Corruption Perception
Index Report and then the Global
Survey Report entitled 'Doing
Business' as prepared jointly by the
International Finance Corporation
and the World Bank. The publica-
tion of these reports more or less
coincided with the visit to New York
of our chief adviser. He was there to
attend and participate in the 62nd
Session of the United Nations
General Assembly. He also used the
opportunity of being in NewYork to
address students and academics in
the Columbia University.

In recent years Bangladeshi
image abroad has been one of
contrast, We have been buffeted by
reports that the country is riddled
with corruption and lack of gover-
nance. We have had reports of
being subject to natural calamities
and being mired in poverty. We
have also had the national pride of
Professor M Yunus and the
Grameen Bank winning the Nobel
Prize for Peace for his revolutionary
concept of micro-credit. In addi-
tion, we have also gained very
favourable publicity from the
activities carried out by BRAC in
the field of informal education and
their efforts in promoting rural
employment opportunities for
women in traditional crafts and

other non-traditional areas.
However, the important thing to
note hereis that most ofour favour-
able publicity and image building
has been due to non-governmental
sectors.

The last few years of political
governance contributed very little
to our international image. Every
year, we topped the list of corrupt
countries in the international
corruption perception index and
also gradually emerged as a signifi-
cant terrorist prone country where

introduction of the national 1D
card scheme and the correction of
the existing voters roll. These are
significant. They will hopefully
help to bolster better governance.
These have been in the right direc-
tion, but much more still needs to
bedone.

Some of the analysts in the print
media have quite correctly pointed
out in this regard that Bangladesh
might no longer be the 3rd most
corrupt country but it is still in the

tied position of being the 7th most f
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national optimism in this regard
will be proved right next time the
international reckoning comes
along. If this happens, it will
enhance our pride in ourselves and
be an example to follow in the
future. It will also be a source of
great encouragement for those
involved in governance so that we
canclimb theindexquicker.

The other report to be referred to
is the Global Survey 2008 on 'Doing
Business' as prepared by the IFC
and the World Bank. Bangladesh

portsand revenue generation,

The measures being taken in this
regard however need to be
expanded and intensified. The
government should seriously
consider setting up a Commission
composed of representatives from
the trading community, the entre-
preneurial community, the work-
ers, the banking community, the
insurance community and the
relevant institutions of the govern-
ment to determine the areas where
we are weak and the steps needed

We are re-hunldmg mstltut:ons and re- laymg the foundations for a meanmgful and funcllonal democracy There is
considerable interest all over the world in what we are presently doing, not only among human rights activists but
also among academics and those interested in the upholding of the due process of law. Ours is an example of crisis
management that will be studied very carefully throughout our region and also in the developing world in general.
Consequently, there is very little room for error.

extremist organisations had no
hesitation in targeting and assassi-
nating politicians, judges and
ordinary citizens (all this with the
indirect connivance of state
machinery and politicians in
power). Lack of transparency
permitted wasteful expenditure of
state funds in partisan causes. Lack
of accountability allowed the
government to appoint lobbyists
who were charged with putting a
spinonabuse of governance.

The past few months have how-
ever seen a desperate attempt Lo
restore some order within the
national paradigm. This has
included many constructive steps -
- re-constitution of the Election
Commission, the strengthening of
the Anti-Corruption Commission
into a meaningful institution, the
overhaul of the Central Public
Service Commission, efforts
towards the separation of the
judiciary from the executive, the

corrupt in the controversial world
corruption perception index
(along with Cambodia, Central
African Republic, Papua New
Guinea, Turkmenistan and
Venezuela). However what is
important is that Bangladesh still
retains the dubious distinction of
being bottom of the South Asian
scorecard with the same corrup-
tion perception score of 2 (of last
year) despite the current intensive
anti-corruption drive and institu-
tional reforms undertaken within
the country.

Relevant representatives of
Transparency International in
Dhakahave tried to explain that the
score has remained unchanged
because of the reports and statisti-
cal data pertaining to 2006. They
have also mentioned that the effect
of the anti-corruption drive under-
takensince January this yearwill, in
all likelihood, be reflected in the
next report. [ hope that our

appears to have slid down 18 places
to 107 among 178 countries in
terms of ease of doing businessina
country. What is even more
depressing is that Bangladesh's
standing deteriorated in nine
indicators out of ten. It was dis-
graceful. It was reflection of the
corruption, partisanship, lack of
accountability and absence of due
process of law that characterised
the administrative activities of the
past BNP government.

We have a real challenge in our
hands.

The current interim administra-
tion, by the very nature of its forma-
tion and composition is techno-
cratic in character. [n their own
way, they are trying to streamline
the various facets of economic
activity. In this context, they are
trying restore some sanity within
our regulatory mechanism. Special
emphasis is being given to trans-
port, energy, clearance facilittes in

toovercome the obstacles. As in the
case of the Board of Investment, it
should be under the direct purview
of the office of the chief
adviser/prime minister.

The job of this commission
should be to seriously examine and
evaluate our existing drawbacks in
important areas like starting a
business, issuing of licences, prin-
ciples pertaining to employmentof
workers and according them their
privileges as expected under exist-
ing law, registration of property,
obtaining of credit from financial
institutions (both in the private
and public sectors), facilitating
protection of investors, payment of
different kinds of taxes and duties,
enforcement of contracts and in
theclosing down of businesses.

This Commission should meert
on a regular basis and help in the
resolution of problems, ltshould, if
necessary, also have a complaints
centre where concerned trading

representatives can file complaints
and expect answer in less than 72
hotirs. We have to get a move on in
this competitive world. Otherwise
we will fall behind. This report
suggests that entrepreneurs have
to spend 1,442 days for enforcing
business contracts in Bangladesh.
The world average requirement is
990 days. | am certain that this
excess delay in our case is mostly
due to corruption and therefore
thatmuchunacceptable. .

We have made changes and
impraved ourselves in container
handling at ports. That is good.
However, we have to do a little bit
more, We have to make the doing of
business simpler by cutting red tape
and reducing the number of stages
and permissions that are required for
this purpose. We have to strengthen
property rights, enhance investor
protection, increase access opportu-
nities with regard to credit and ease
tax processes. We have to’ expedite
trade while reducing concomitant
costs.

We are re-building institutions
and re-laying the foundations for a .
meaningful and functional democ-
racy. Thereis considerableinterest all
aver the world in what we are pres-
ently doing, not only among human
rights activists but also among aca-
demics and those interested in the
upholding of the due process of law.
There is also a degree of nervousness
within the domestic arena, both
within politicians and also among
the industrial and tading commu-
nity. Ours is an example of crisis
management that will be studied
very carefully throughout our region
and also in the developing world in
general. Consequently, there is very
little room for error. On the efforts of
the present government will depend
the return of confidence in
Bangladesh asadependableinterna-
tional partner. It will ensure the
overcoming of our present image
crisis.

Muhammad Zamir Is a former Secretary and
Ambassador who can be reached at
maaminf@dhaka.nat

Damage has already been done

KULDIP NAYAR BN
writes from New Delhi |

EW Delhi and Islamabad

are trying to salvage what-

ever is left from the recent
deals they have had. India has put
its nuclear deal with America on
hold in the hope that the passage of
time would whittle down the oppo-
sition. Pakistan has a bigger prob-
lem because President General
Pervez Musharraf's deal with
Benazir Bhutto to have a joint rule
hasgone up insmoke in the wake of
terrorists' attack on the welcome
throng that went to greet Benazir.
He proposes to have an interim
government with her nominees to
lessen the dent. The blame game
is, hawever, on, both in India and in
Pakistan. But there is nothing to
suggest that either the Manmohan
Singh government at Delhi or the
Musharraf government at
Islamabad have given up their
respective deals. It is not foolhardi-
ness that makes them resurrect the
battered deals. It is their long-term
thinking. Both Manmohan Singh
and Musharraf honestly believe
that the paths they have chosen are
thebest for their countries.

Although the [uture is hazy, one
thing is clear -- that is, the damage
has already been done. Both gov-
ernments have been exposed and
both have lost face, if not authority.
Whatever they retrieve may not
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he deals, even when dlacuasuf[ 2

had their ups and downs. Too much
was sought to be compressed in too
little a space. Yet, necessity more
than persistence overcame the
difficulties met almost at every

push them till the approval of the
next budget (April 2008). Then,
even if they were to withdraw
support, the general election
would be only a year away from the
due date -- May 2009. The Election

. Commission requires at least six

manths for preparations.

When the Leftists threatened to
stop their backing a few months
ago, Congress was determined to
go ahead with the deal. It was pre-
pared to be a minority government
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altar of a nuclear deal. The Left has
negotiated with the non-BJP par-
ties to put up a joint front in the
next session of parliament to prove
that the government does not have
amajority behind the deal.

On the other hand, America's

‘pressure has not diminished. [thas

set a year-end deadline to wrap up
negotiations with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and
the Nuclear Suppliers Group. Its
eyes are fixed on selling nuclear

Musharraf-Benazir deal. Benazir
has come to suspect the hand of
some elements in the government.
That is the reason why she wants
some foreign agencies to be associ-
ated with the inquiry Musharraf
has ordered. Understandably, the
government has not agreed to this.
Benazir may consider the inquiry
under the supervision of the
Supreme Court. Indiahashadone.
Benazir's return does begin a
new chapter in Pakistan because

ll is apparent that the nuke deal [wath US) in Indaa may die in due course, or take some other shape to allay
reservations. But the terrorists’ attack has put a question mark against the Musharraf-Benazlr deal. Benazir has
come to suspect the hand of some elements in the government. That is the reason why she wants some foreign
agencies to be associated with the inquiry Musharraf has ordered. Understandably, the government has not agreed to
this. Benazir may consider the inquiry under the supervision of the Supreme Court. Indiahas had one.

step. While negotiating the deals,
India and Pakistan assumed many
things but found them lacking
actuality when tested on the stone
of reality.

Manmohan Singh was embar-
rassed when he found ministers in
his coalition government against
the operationalisation of the
nuclear deal, even though they had
supported it in the earlier cabinet

meeting. The Lelt was dead set

against the deal from the day one.
Their stand to withdraw support
from the government did not sur-
prise Manmohan Singh. He kept
talking to them and is still doing so.
His calculation may be that he can

like that of Mrs [ndira Gandhi for
one and a half years in 1969, and of
Narasimha Rao two decades later.
In fact, the prime minister threw
down the gauntlet to the Left, and
his party's president Sonia Gandhi
said that those who opposed the
deal were the enemies of the coun-
try.

What made the Congress cave in
was the opposition of coalition
members, M Karunanidhi from
Tamil Nadu, Sharad Pawar from
Maharashtra and Lalu Prasad
Yadav from Bihar argued that they
would like to have the full term, one
and a half years more, and not
sacrifice the government at the

energy plants worth billions of
dollars,

At worst, America's loss is that
the order for energy plants may be
delayed. But India has lost much
more: it has signed some prelimi-
nary agreements to the deal; more
than that it had its face blackened
from the day it voted against [ran at
a meeting of the IAEA, and that too
after the US ambassador’'s warning
to New Delhi not to even abstain in
viewof"America'ssensitivities."

It is apparent that the deal in
India may die indue course, or take
some other shape to allay reserva-
tions. But the terrorists' attack has
put a question mark against the

there will be a viable non-religious
opposition to Musharraf and his
supporters. But for her to say that
her return means the return of
democracy is hard to gulp down.
She has herself accepted joint
governance with the military. The
khaki cannot be mixed with
shervaniina people's government.
Even otherwise, normal rights are
going to be hard o establish in a
country where the pre-eminence
of military rules has come to be
accepted. The very word, democ-
racy, has been mutilated and
because of a series of dictatorships
atIslamabad, democracy has come
to mean "guided democracy.” And

it is no secret that Benazir had to

compromise with the military
junta to return home. This under-

standing will come in the way of
true demaocratic government. She

would soon find out that the mili-

tary is more entrenched than

before, and that militagy founda-

tions command 70 percent of
Pakistan's economy, both business
and industry.

The only bright spotin her return
is the declaration that she would
fight terrorisim, the Al-Qaidaand the
Taliban, with all her force if and
when she returns to power. It is
going to be a difficult job because
religious parties have widened and
deepened their influence.
Musharrafis not going to allow their
elimination because he may use
them as the counterforce to curb
Benazir. Still, whatever she candoin
combating terrorism is welcome
because the entire region faces the
danger of extremists coming to the
top. New Delhi will specially wel-
come it because its perception is
that Pakistan's ISl is at the back of
terrorismin the world.

If she can curb terrorism in
Pakistan she will be forgiven for all
her sins. Here, too, Washington is
watching her closely because it has
stitched the arrangement between
Musharraf and Benazir Bhutto. Yet,
the deal alone is not enough. Her
promise to give roti, kapada aur
makan is what will endear her to
people. Mrs Indira Gandhi too
once promised that she would oust
poverty if people were to return her
to power. They did so but poverty
was notevendented fractionally.

Kuidip Mayar is an eminent Indian eofumnist.

Charland and right of the landless

Mb ABDUL KADER

HARLANDS in Bangladesh

isaunique asset. This exten-

sive stretch of resource can
play an extraordinary role in reduc-
ing poverty of a huge number land-
less people of the country. But till
date government not being in abso-
lute control of the charlands and
most of the these being in posses-
sion of a section of land-grabbers
and not properlydistributed among
the actual lundless poor, the effec-
tive utilisation of thousands of acres
of charlands in overall poverty
reduction and economic growth of
the country could not be achieved.
Specially because hundreds of acres
of Iami due to dlluvial accretion in
rivers not being included in Khas

tian and nat handed over to the
actus ia d

ss through proper
distributi expected result has
been fo

poverty allevia-
tion. But praper and correct utilisa-

tion of d could have set a
consider ‘positive trend in
effective allevintion of rural poverty.

According to various sources, the
amount of charland due to alluvion
is more than two thousand square
kilometres in the country. But
uffortunately, most of this huge
amount of charland is in grab of so-
called political leaders and activists,

local landlords and a section called

'land-terrorists'. And because of
them the actual char dwellers are
living like parasites on their own
land. According to various sources,
70 to 75 lakh people dwell on differ-
ent chars in the country now. Sixty
percent of these people are abso-
lutely landless having neither agri-
cultural norhomesteadland.

In Bangladesh there are about
two hundred fifty rivers -- small and
large combined. These include
fierce Padma, Meghna, Jamuna as
well as quiet Madhumat, Kumar,
Ichhamati. However, once upon a
time all rivers -- small and big -- in
Bangladesh were evenly flowing,
but over time with the accumula-
tionsilt many of them have lost their
force. LEvery year there occurs allu-
vial accretion in different rivers.
Subject to geographic situation
these accretions are of two kinds-
island inmean river and shore along
bank. On the other hand these are
also of two kinds according to dura-
tion -- permanent or old and tem-
porary or prone to erosion.

There are innumerable accretion
of chars in the rivers of Bangladesh.
Of these the largest portion of
charland is in the Jamuna. However,
at presen( most accretion has
occurred at the confluence of the
Meghna. In districtwise consider-
ation Noakhali experienced more
such accretion than anywhere over
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Land is man's birth right. So the common man's stru?&}e for establishing right on land is also life-long. It is
continuing from generation to generation. The landless are struggling for khas land settlement for ages. As we look
at the old or newly accreted charland we feel there can be brought a transformation from poverty to affluence through
a revolutionary economic-social-political administrative policy change. At the same time it would be possible to
check the destructive rural-urban migration as there would be increased production to feed them and increased
opportunity to provide them whatever more they need.

the past few decades. Other districts
with considerable new accretions
are: Barisal, Rangpur, Comilla,
Patuakhali, Khulna, Chittagong,
Bhola, Munshiganj, Manikganj,
Narsingdi, Lakkhipur, Bogra,
Tangail, Barguna, Chandpur,
Faridpur, Rajbari, Rajshahi, Pabua,
Kurigram and Sirajgan;.

Besides there are quite consider-
able amount of charland in innu-
merable non-major rivers of the
country as well. On some of these

charlands have come up human

settlements while fertile others are
cultivated for crops. This year's
flood has washed away some
charlands affecting quite a few lakh
dwellers. Yet the stir of life has again
returned to the affected charlands.
The dwellers have once again
started theirstruggle to build.

The alluvial charlands are most
suitable for crop cultivation. No
doubt about it. For this there grows

huge quantity of paddy, peanut, rabi
and other crops including vegetable
in most charlands of the country.
Specially rice is grown more than
other crops in the charlands of
Noakhali, Bhola, Rangpur,
Gaibandha and Pabna, while vege-
table is cultivated in abundance in
charlands of Rajbari, Faridpur and
Gopalganj. But the landless char
dwellers just cannot enjoy any
benefit from these produce of
charlands. And thus poverty pre-
vails, The main reason is that they
remain orare keptwithout anylegal
right to charlands. The so-called
influential illegal possessors, land
lords or political leaders and work-
ers covertly enjoy benefits from
mostofthesecharlands,

In fact, the char dweller landless
farmers have to take settlernent of
cultivable land from the vested
interest groups and forgo most of
the harvest in the process, just to

remain poor as before or even
waorse, The char dwellers complain
that there being no policy for proper
utilisation of charland and the
Alluvion-Diluvium Act being too
complex te comprehend, the abso-
lute right of landless farmers and
fishermen could not be established
on charland. Continuation of an
improper land administration for
decade after decade has just not
brought any ease and affluence in
the lives of millions of charland
dwellers. Should we wait more to
effectany properland reform?

We thinkitis more than high time
to establish the right of the landless
on all charland khas resources. And
for this the following suggestions
may be brought under consider-
ation,

» All new accretion of charlands
should be brought under govern-
ment control/supervision forthwith
and data of all charlands properly

maintained and districtwise
amount of charland updated each
year.

« Diara survey of charland should
be done quickly and civil society
including poorman's organisations
involved in the work. Proper
charland utilisation policy should
be adopted and central and local
level charland management com-
mittees formed. Participation of the
poor and the marginalised as wellas
farmers' representatives in these
committees should be ensured.

s Such charlands as yet under
occupation of illegal possessors
should be recovered as soon as
possible and given settlement to the
actuallandless families thereupon.
« Time limit for claiming owger-
ship to alluvion land should be
reduced subject to the majority
opinion of charland dwellers., All
confusions abour Alluvion-

Diluvium Act should be removed
and the Act made the landless
friendly.

» Wrong classification of khasland
and change of cropland into
waterbody (as in case of coastal area
shrimp culture) should be stopped
and all dominance of so-called
trader group in charland areas
checked.

o All awareness information about
allotment of charland should be
disseminated through newspaper,
radio and television.

o The poor marginal charland
dwellers should be imparted train-
ing on land laws and rules and these
also improved to avoid bureaucratic
dilly-dallying in matters of charland
allotment.

s Identification of Alluvion-
Dilluvion land, targeting the benefi-
ciaries and participation of
poorman's institu-
tions/organisations (formal/non-
formal) in matters of allotment
shouldbe ensured.

« There must be provision of pun-
ishment for land-waterbody-
forestry robbersin chars and related
corrupt-criminal interest groups
and politicians.

» Permanent police camps should
be set up in charlands to ensure
security of dwellers thereupon and
police vigil suengthened during

boroandamanseasons.

s Measures for flood control and
rehabilitation of the flood affected
should be taken also in char areas.
The poor inmates of flood rehabili-
tation centres should be brought
under education and healthcare
programmes for most part of the
year and quick distribution of relief
atthetime of calamity ensured.

« Data of each family affected by
river erosion should be propetly
maintained.

Land is man's birth right. So the
common man's struggle for estab-
lishing right on land is also life-long.
It is continuing from generation to
generation. The landless are strug-
gling for khas land seulement for
ages. As we look at the old or newly
accreted charland we feel there can
be brought a transformation from
poverty to affluence through a
revolutionary economic-social-
political administrative policy
change. :\lmusameﬁmkwnulﬂbe
possible to check Ih&ﬂestruqﬁw
rural-urban migration as there
would be increased p:dﬂucﬂon to
feed them and increased opportu-
nity to provide them whatevermore .
they need. Butfor this tohappenitis
necessary to establish right of the
landlessonthe charland first.

Md Abdul Kaderis Executive Director, Samata.



