STOPPING INTERFERENCE BY POLITICAL GOVTS

Set up independent
commission for
local body aftairs

High-powered body report also for dissolution of Gram Sarker

SHAKHAWAT LITON :

The caretaker government should
set up an independent commis-
sion for local government bodics
to check interference from the
political gbvernments in their
affairs, says a report by a high-
powered committee to be submit-
tedshortly.

The report also recommends
dissolving the Gram Sarker system
formally and introducing a three-
tier local government system com-
prising zila, upazila and union
parishads, The zila and upazila
parishads should be formed
through holding polls long overdue
for making these local government
bodies effective aswell for ensuring

pood governance at grass roots
level, sources said quoting the draft
report. The report also suggests the
government make the commission
permanent,

The report also recommends
forming zila and upazila parishads
through holding pollslong overdue
for making the local government

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Tensed parents and guardians wait outside the examination halls at DU arts faculty as thousands vie for admission
to public medical colleges yesterday. (Story on page 3)
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Public outrage over
Jamaat statement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

People from all walks of life yester-
day blasted Jamaat-e-Islami
Sccrctary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojaheed for his
Thursday's comments, which they
said went against the Liberation
War.

Mojaheed on Thursday told the
media that Jamaat did not work
against the Liberation War in 1971

History
speaks

up

JULFIKAR ALl MANIK and
EMRAN HOSSAIN

After 36 years of independence
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh now
deniesits anti-liberation role when
history speaks volumes about how
its leaders and workers collabo-
rated with the occupying Pakistan
forces inmasskillings, rape, looting
and numerous other atrocities,

The remarks that Jamaat
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojaheed made to
the press after the electoral talks
with the Election Commission
Thursday has left people across the
country stunned.

Former chief justice and chair-
man of the Law Commission
Mostafa Kamal yesterday told The
Daily Star, “Now it is being said that
no war criminal exists in the coun-
try. Maybe after some time itwould
be said that the Liberation War
never took place. All this will mean

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

and there are no war criminals in
the country.

A cross section of people
said the comments of
Mojaheed on Thursday were
arrogant and deceitful, They
vesterday demanded trial of
the Jamaat leaders who are
known collaborators of the
genocidein 1971,

Meanwhile, a number of
organisations and Dhaka

University teachers also protested
and condemned Mojaheed's
remarks.

Elderly people in the city, whom
The Daily Star correspondents
talked to, reacted sharply over the
comments, "Millions of elderly
people who witnessed the

Liberation War are still alive in the -

country. We witnessed the role of
SEE PAGE 15 COL'1
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Pak forces and their collaborators killed top intellectuals at the fag end of
Liberation War. This picture was taken from Rayer Bazar areaon Dec 17,1971,

What Jamaat leaders said in '71

HASAN JAHID TUSHER and
ASHFAQ WARES KHAN

Jamaat-e-Islami was directly
involved in war crimes in 1971 as
part of the Razakar, Al-Badr and Al-
Shams groups and peace commit-
tees, inciting killings of Liberation

‘ar supporters and collaborating
with the Pakistani occupation
force, according to speeches and
writings in 1971 by the then Jamaat

leadership and the party's current
amirand secretary general.

in 1471, Golam Azam was the
Jamaat amir while Motiur Rahman
Nizami, the present amir, was the
president of Islami Chhatra
Shangha and Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojaheed, the pres-
cntJamaat secretary general, led its
Dhakaunit.

Their speeches and writings
published in Jamaat's mouthpicce,

the daily Sangram, during the

Liberation War in 1971 chronicle

their direct involvement in sup-
porting the Pakistani occupation
force, their leadership in collabo-
rating with the army, and their
activities to incite and cncourage
annihilation of the liberation
forces.

On Thursday, Mojaheed denied -
Jamaat's involvement in war .
' SEE PAGE 15 COL 4 .
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- 'Try proven collaborators,
demand war heroes

RASHIDUL HASAN

Top Liberation War heroes said
vesterday a number of Jamaat-e-
Islami leaders are proven collabo-
rators in the genocide in 1971, and
demanded they be brought to
justiceimmediately.

Blasting Jamaat for its anti-
liberation role, they said this party
: isnow denying established histori-
cal truth, and demanded banning
Tt
: The renowned freedom fighters
- were talking to The Daily Star in
reaction to Jamaat Sccretary

General Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Mojaheed's claim that they did not
work against the Liberation War
and that there are no anti-
liberation forces and war criminals
in the country.

The war heroes include the
deputy chief of liberation forces
and seclor commanders in the
LiberationWar.

Maj Gen (retd) AKM Shafiullah,
who was commander of sector-11,
said, “There is enough evidence to
prove that they (Jamaat) were
against the LiberationWar."
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Niazi in1971.

: File photos show Golam Azam and Nurul Amin hold talks with Gen Tikka Khan
in 1871 to form peace committee {top), Golam Azam faces public wrath in city
4981 (middle) and Maulana Mannan along with madrassa teachers meets Gen
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MUSHROOMING HOTEL TRADE ON ST MARTIN'S

Flora, fauna of lone coral
island under threat

PinAxT Roy

The hotels and restaurants that
sprang up in the recent past on St
Martin's Island, one of the ecologi-
cally critical areas (ECA) in the
country, have been operating
withoutany official approval.

According to the law, building of
any structure and carrying out any
activity that might pollute the
environment or harm the flora and
faunain an ECA are strictly prohib-
ited.

However, the unauthorised
structures mushroomed on St
Martin's over the years with law
enforcers and government agen-
cies turning a blind eye to the

violation,

Concerned about the preserva-
tion of biodiversity of the island,
the present government is plan-
ning to introduce a guideline for
building environmeni-friendly
structures on the island, said
SOUICES,

A total of 33 privately owned
hotels and restaurants are cur-
rently doing business on 5t
Martin's -- a 3.34-square-kilometre
island with only 5,000 inhabitants.
Mast of these businesses opened
up in last eight years -- soon after
the government decided to estab-
lish a marine park on the country's
lone coral island for the conserva-
tion of marine bio-diversity.

This year, on September 289,
director of Department of
Environment (DoL), Chittagong
Division, in a letter said the DoE
had never given approval to any
hotel or restaurant to operate on
theisland.

Considering its rich natural
biodiversity, the government in a
gazetie notification declared Saint
Martin's an ecologically critical
area on April 19, 1999, As a first step
to establishing a marine park there,
on July 29, the government issued
another gazette notification pro-
hibiting activities destructive to the
flora and fauna of the island.
Extraction of coral, seashell and
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Agroup of holidaymakers on St Martin's Island.
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My proposal doesn't

exclude Khaleda

Says Mannan Bhuiyan

STAFP CORRESPONDENT

Changing his earlier stance,
expelled BNP sccretary general
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan. yesterday
said reforms and unity of the party
areneeded towin the next election,
but everything will be done keep-
ingKhaleda Ziain the process.

"In my reform proposal there is
nothing about excluding the chiefs
of two major political parties. 1
have only suggested a change in
the system,” he said, adding that
his proposal does not contain
anything about excluding Khaleda
Zia and he did not present the
proposal toremove any individual.

"Khaleda Zia is still our chair-

person and we will hold the party
council jointly," Bhuiyan said.
Bhuiyan held a meeting with
about 20 former lawmakers at his
Gulshan residence yesterday, a day
after BNP Sccretary General

Khandaker Delwar held such a |

meeting with around 40 former
lawmakers.

The expelled BNPIcader said he
is planning to hold a formal meet-
ing in the first week of next month
and expects that more than 100
former lawmakers will attend the
meeting.

At a press briefing after the
meeting with former lawmakers,
Bhuiyan, who unveiled a 15-point
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Yaba peddlers adopt
new tactics to sell
the deadly pills

SHAHEEN MOLLAT

In the face of Rapid Action
Battalion's (Rab) recent clamp-
down, most of the Yaba dealers
have opted to be holed out on the
city outskirts and in neighbouring
districts and peddle the drug using
newtechniques.

They are now resorting to new
technigues and recruiting people

who often do not know that they

are in fact ferrying the deadly pills
1o the users, ‘said sources at the
Department of Narcotics Control.

Fearing arrest, more than a
hundred sellers have spread to
Savar,” Manikganj, Munshiganij,
Narayanganj, Gazipur and
Narsingdi districts,

Sources said due to less avail-
ability, each tablet is now selling at

Tk 1,200 to Tk 1,500. Before the
recent hauls, they would sell at Tk
250-300.

Meanwhile, Amin Huda and
Ahsanul Haque Hasan who were
arrested in the early hours
Thursday for possession of a huge
store of Yaba, foreign liquor, illegal
currency and VoIP equipment were
handed over to Gulshan Police
Station lastnight,

A total of four cases have been
filed against them.

In another drive, an intelligence
team of narcotics department
yesterday seized 25 Yaba tablets
and arrested two people in
Joydevpur.

The arrestees--Shafayat Uddin
Manik and Monir Hossain--have
admitted to being involved in
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