cllmate change?

Dr. MD. RABHEB CHOWDHURY

HE Gau es-Brahmaputra-
enceforth, GBM)
river system is the third
Iargas! freshwater outfall to the
world's oceans. The Ganges and the
Brahmaputra fall in a number of
countries in the South Asian region,
including China, India, Nepal, and
Bangladesh. Of these China con-
tributes solely to the flow of the
Brahmaputra, and Nepal to the flow
ofthe Ganges. These two riversoften
overflow during the monsoon
months, and the flow reduces dra-
matically in the dry season. The
region_therefore faces two major
hazards: floads during the monsoon
and scarcity of water during the dry
season. These hazards %ecnme
maore pronounced in the down-
stream regions particularly in
Bangladesh.

Increasing population andaccel-
erating economic development
activities in the basin of the Ganges
and the Brahmaputra river system
have now made the sustainable
water management of the region
evert more critical than in the past.
The sharing of water resources has
long been a matter of dispute
among the four co-basin countries.
This has been the hydro political
bone of contention in the region for
more than three decades, and
because of geographical location,
Bangladesh faces the most conten-
tious water issues. In terms of over-
all water resources requirement for
the region, the Ganges has abun-
dant water resources if its total
annual flowis considered. The main
problem is water scarcity during the
lean season, from January to April,
which affects both India and
Bangladesh. The situation is partic-
ularly critical for Bangladesh as
about 80 percent of its annual fresh
water supply comes as
transboundary inflows through 54
common rivers withIndia.

The effects of climate on hydrol-
ogy in Tropical Asia would have
many facets. [nx the Flimalayas, the
storage of precipitation in the form
of snow and ice (in glaciers) over a
long period provides a large water
reservoir that regulates annual
water distribution. The majority of
rivers originating in the Himalayas
have their upper catchments in
snow-covered areas and flow
through steep mountains. If there is
any climatic variability in the
Himalayas the impacts could be felt

111 the dowristream countries --'that ' ']

is, India and H.mglﬂdcsh By and
farge, dry-season flow in the major
I'llmn[aljmn rivers in a given year
rE'iI.IJls om lhi.' monsoon rainfall of

the previous year. If there is any
climatic change in the mountain
hydrological regimes, it is likely to
alter these resources, and severely
affect Bangladesh that depends on
thiswaterresource,

Bangladesh has a sub-tropical
monsoon climate. The main miny
season ocours during the southwest
monsoon from June to September
Rainfall is heavy, frequent, and reach-
ing 1500-2000 mm during this period.
Rainfall averages 2160 mm per
annum ofwhich 1728 mm falls during
the monsoon. The distribution of
rainfall demonstrates a distinet sea-
sonal regime and gradual increase
from west to east. Thus the total rain-
fall at Jessore, a typical station for the
less wet western region of
Bangladesh, is only 1600 mm; it
increases toabout 2000 mmin Dhaka,
and to over 3200 mm in Sylhet of the
wet north-eastern region. Rainfall in
the period September-November is
less regular. At this time, the min is
usually brought by tropical cyclones
from the Bay of Bengal, which can be
severe, bringing torrential rin and
verystrong wing

From the decadal trends in the
rainfall variability in Bangladesh, it
has been observed that there are

some atmospheric and climatic
changes undergoing in the hydro-
meteorological system in the GBM
river system. Changes in the length
of the monsoon are significant and
increased precipitationin monsaon
generates additional volumes of
runoff. Also, the southwest mon-
soon arrives later or withdraws
earlier, so soil moisture deficits in
some areas (especially in Ganges
basin) is geting worse; prolonged
mansoons are also contributing to
maore frequent flooding and increas-
ing the depth of inundation in many
parts of Bangladesh (1998 flooding
for an example). Observations
revealed that significant deviation
of menthly rainfall from one decade
tothe otheroccurred.
Itcanbestated as an example that
in the Ganges basin the June rainfall
in 1970-60 displayed positive anom-
aly (e, higher minfall than the
average), which now shows negative:
anomaly (i.e., lower than the aver-
age) in the recent decade 2000-90
(Flg. 1). It has also been observed
that, as compared to 1970-60, thereis
a considerable increase (10-15%) of
September rainfall in the recent
decade. All other monthly devia-
tions are noticeable too. Rainfall in
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the Brahmaputra basin also dis-
played similar trends. The percent-
age of August-September rainfall, as
compared to 1970-60, has signifi-
cantly increased in the recent
decades, Other months displayed
considerable variationstoo.

Therefore, some atmosphericand
climatic changes in the hydro-
meteorological system in the
Ganges-Brahmaputra basin system
in Bangladesh are very distinct (rain-
fall anomaly in the Meghna basin is
not reported here). These findings
show that the variations of total
seasonal rainfall, the timing of onser,
peak, and recession, are changing
considerably atadramatic pace.

Factors related to climatic and
human induced interferences are
hypothesized to be responsible for
these changes. If preventive mea-
sures are not taken immediately,
these changes will have serious
impact on the livelihood of the
people in the lower riparian coun-
tries like Bangladesh.

DOr. Rashed Chowdhury s Resaarch Sclantist and
Faculty of the Univarsity of Hawall, USA, pimaily
respansible o develop applications-orianted
Informatian on climate varfability and change for
the Adia-Pacific region.

Figure 1: Basin-wide decadal rainfall anomaly from 1960 to 2000: a) Ganges and b) Brahmaputra (anomaly is
calculated from the long-term mean average: 1960-2000)

a) Rainfall anomaly in theGanges Basin (1960-2000)
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Global emissions and warnmgs

The Climate Change Conference on 3-14 December, under the auspices of United Nations and hosted by the Government of Indenesia to be held in Bali,
brings togetherrepresentatives of over 180 countries as well as observars from intergovemmental and non-governmental organisations, and the media.
Climate change has been in active news for quite some time now. The Arctic ice pack reached its lowest level since measurements have been laken.
Glaciers are melting and the world's weather pattemns are changing. Due to rise of sea level, many island and coastal countries have been under serious
threat of extinction. The cauntries that contribute to the disastrous glabal warming affecting the entire humanity have taken notice of the warnings from

therising sealevels.
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Dr ABDUL RUFF COLACHAL

HE disastrous global warming

is the result of carbon dioxide

emissions from power plants,
cars, buildings, domestic firewood,
methane, wastage of gas by drivers,
contaminated surface layers of the
world'soceans, amongothersources.
The Kyoto protacol is the closest the
wortld hascome to aglobalagreement
to combat climate change and itis
running out. Signed in 1997, it was
designed to stabilise emissions of
greenhouse gases that cause global
warming. Ratified by 167 countries, it
has been ignored by major polluters
such as the US, India and China and
expiresin2012,

Already the weather is becoming
increasingly erratic, and more flux

- may be in store. The Ambian Sea has
sbecome warmer by 0.2 10 0,8 degrees
Celsius over the last decade, leading
to an 'increase in extreme weather
events in our coastal areas', accord-
ing to the meteorological depart-
ment. The impact of climate change
may be most telling on our water
resources. The Himalayan glaciers
that feed the Indus are melting at an
alarming rate and may disappear
altogether in 50 years, What we may
seeinitiallyisaperiod of excess flood-
ing, followed by a drying up of the
walte

As of December 2006, a total of 169
countries and other govemmental
entities have ratified the Kyoto agree-
ment (representing over 61.6% of
emissions from Annex [ coun-
tries).Notable exceptions include the
United States and Australia. Other
countries, like India and China, which
have ratified the protocol, are not
required to reduce carbon emissions
under the present agreement. By most
counts, the United States is the No. 1
emitter of greenhouse gases, notably
carbondioxide produced by coal-fired
power plants and petroleum-fueled
vehicles. But at least one study this
year indicated that fast-developing
China is nowin thelead. Other partici-
pantsare the European Union, France,
Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom,
Japan, India, Brazil, South
Koreg, Mexico, Australia, Indonesia,
SouthAfrica, and Russia.

In 2002 about 40 percent of US
carbon dioxide emissions stem from
the burning of fossil fuels for the pur-
pose of electricity generation. Coal
accounts for 93 per cent of the emis-
slons from the electric utility industry.
Coal emits around 1.7 times as much

carbon per unit of energy when
burned as does natural gas and oil as
much as 1.25 times. Natural gas gives
off 50 percent of the carbon dioxide,
the principal greenhouse gas, released
by coal and 25 percent less carhon
dioxide than oil, for the same amount
of energy produced. About 20 percent
of US carbon dioxide emissions come
from the burning of gasoline in inter-
nal-combustion engines of cars and
light trucks. The United States is the
largest consumer of oil, using 20.4
millionbarrels perday. The UN's Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate
Change estimates that aviation causes
3.5 per cent of global warming, and
that the figure could rise to 15 percent
by 2050. Building structures account
forabout 12 percent of carbon dioxide
emissions.

Sixteen countries that together
represent 85 percent of the global
economy and 80 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions are more
orless responsible forrising tempera-
ture, according to the environment
scientists. This includes the leading
"Western" economies and large
"developing" ones such as China,
India and Brazil. Sadly, it does not
include the countries that are mostat
risk from the impacts of climate
change: places like Bangladesh and
mostAfrican nations that do nothave
funds to build dykes and grow
drought-resistantcrops.

The Kyoto Protocol limits emis-
sions to a percentage increase or
decrease from their 1990 levels. Since
1990 the economies of most coun-
tries in the former Soviet Union have
collapsed, as have their greenhouse
gas ernissions. Because of this, Russia
should have no problem meeting its
commitments under Kyoto, as its
current emission levels are substan-
tiallybelowits limitations.

The United States, although a
signatory to the Kyoto Protocol, has
neither ratified nor withdrawn from
the Protocol. The slgnature alone is
symbolic, as the Kyoto Protocol isnon-
binding on the United States unless
ratified. The Clean Air Act amend-
ments of 1970 required 90 percent
recluction of carbon monoxide and
hydrocarbonemissionsby 1975.

The Clean Air Act amendments of
1970 required 90 percent reductions
of carbon monoxide and hydrocar-
bon emissions by 1975. Ambient air-
quality goals have a similar history. In
the case of global warming, the emp-
tiness of political gestures is already
on display. According to a recent
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report from the European
Environmental Agency, the signato-
ries to the Kyoto Protocol are already
blowing past their commitments
with wild abandon. The EU, under its
current palicies, is on track for a 7-
percent shortfall in its emission
targets by 2010; France is set to have a
9-percent shortfall; in Belgium the
shortfall will be 14 percent; and in
Denmarkitwill pass 36 percent.

While carbon dioxide is the prinei-
pal greenhouse gas, methane is sec-
ond most important, followed by
Nitrous axide (N20). Deforestation is
responsible for 25 percent ofall carbon
emissions entering the atmosphere,
City gridlock (wastage of gas by drivers
while justsittingin traffic) vanslatesto
carbon dioxide .in cities. Carbon in
atmosphere and ocean: The atmo-
sphere contains about 750 billion tons
of carbon, while 800 billion tons are
dissolved in the surface layers of the
world's oceans. About 50 billion tons
of carbon is estimated to be held in a
frozenstate in the windr, and now the
tundra is beginning to become a
source of carbon dioxide. Remaining
scientific uncertainties include the
amount of warming expected in the
future, and how warming and related
changeswill mrﬁt‘mm region to region
around the e. There is ongoing
political nnd public debate worldwide
regarding what, if any, action should
be taken to reduce or reverse future
warming or to adapt (o its expected
consequences.

The United States was, as of 2005,
and still remains the largest single
and silent emitter of carbon dioxide.
China was projected to take over at
the top of the table by late 2007, how-
ever one study now concludes this
has already occurred. The Kyoto
Protocol to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change is an amendment to the
international treaty on climate
change, assigning mandatory emis-
sion limitations for the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions to the
signatory nations. The objective of
the protocol is the "stabilization of
greenhouse gasconcentrations in the
atmosphere at a level that would
prevent dangerous anthropogenic
interference with the climate system.
The 1997 Kyoto deal requires 36
industrial nations including United
States to reduce heat-trapping gases
produced by power plants and other
industrial, agricultural and transpor-
tation sources by an average 5 per
centbelow 1990 evels by 2012

1.8, makes up a fourth of the

waorld's total output butitis unwilling
to cut emissions of greenhouse gases.
Bush is now turning to China, India
and the other big polluters to swap
green technology and other volun-
tary ways of doing something about
global warming. His administration
also has set about creating a process
for more such talks and a possible
long-term global goal for reducing
emissions, with each nation permit-
ted to draw up its own strategies and
plans. Representatives from among
the gathering of 16 nations, along
with the European Union and the
United Nations, expressed skepti-
cism thatnot much more thantalking
and paolitical goals might be accom-
plished, but also optimism that at
least the United States was willing to
becomepartofsuchtalks.

Scientists predict that global
warming will take many of the pres-
ent mega cities and part of the cities
under the sea by 2100 that include
New York, Los Angels, Shanghai, and
cities in northern Europe. This will
happen when half of the ice in
Greenland and Antarctica will melt
due to global warming. Most of the
coastal countries will be under
oceans. The temperature will
increase from 1 to 7 degree centi-
grade. So, highest temperature will
likely be nearly 50 degree centigrade
during the summer. This is a serious
threat which is much more serious
than any other threats such as epi-
demic or terrorist threat, As nations,
we need to prepare our own action
plan and combined action plan in
SAARC to reduce pollution as soon as
possible. Individuals like you and me
also should reduce pollution by
savingenergyinour everydaylife.

The U.N.-brokered international
reaty intended to cut greenhouse gas
emissions is due to expire in 2012.,
Critics have said they fear USA might
undarmine even the next round of

otiations in December in Bali,
Indonesia. "I don't think that anyone
believes that the next president --
whether Republican or Democrat --
will follow Bush's lead on climate,"
“said Nicholas Fisenberger of Green
Order, a New York consulting firm
that advises companies on climate
issues. "The question for President
Bush is whether he has anything
relevant left to say,” Eisenberger said,
"If he does not, the world will just
moveonwithouthim."

Weak US Initiative
Earlier Bush rejected the 1997 Kyoto
teaty, the debate within the United
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Carbon free Sri Lanka: Success of 3

1

Davos conference

MOHAMMAD SHAHIDUL ISLAM
HE 2nd International
Conference on Climate
Change and Tourism, held

in Davos from October 1 to 3,

organised by UNWTO together

with the United Nations

Environment Program (Unep), the

World Meteorological

Organisation (WMO) and sup-

ported by the World Economic

Forum (WEF) and the Swiss gov-

ernment, has urged "action by the

entire tourism sector to face cli-
mate change as one of the greatest
challenges to sustainable develop-
ment, and to the Millennium

Development Goals in the 21st

Century."

The conference, participated by
more than 600 representatives
from over 100 countries and 20
international organisations, has
become crucially important for
several reasons in the present
backdrop of world environment
sickness, UNWTO has declared a
yearly Climate Change Award for
innovation in the battle against
gtuhnt warming. The conference
5 new momentum with a

ynamic innovation by Sri Lanka,

an important member state of
UNWTO. Sri Lanka has shown
unprecedented leadership in
taking the initiative -- Earth Lung--
for a carbon-free Sri Lanka. This
sensible and cooperative policy
bridges the trade-off between
environmental awareness and
tourism's pro-development poten-
tial

In this important conference,
the world tourism and environ-
ment authorities met to find a
solution for global warming, for
which tourism has been identified
as victim and victor, Geoffrey
Lipman, Assistant Secretary-
General UNWTO, has pointed that:
"we know that the solutions for
climate change and for poverty are
interrelated. Here, at Davos, the
tourism sector committed itself to
take a long-term strategic position
on these issues; starting now, and
to do this as a contribution to the
UN Secretary-General's global
roadmap for the Climate Change
Conference in Bali at the end of this
year. We leave Davos more optimis-
tic about our future on the com-
mon agreement to build upon
quadruple bottom-line
sustainability of economic, soclal,

senvironmental and climate |

responsiveness.” The conference
has identified four basic areas for
the tourism sector to address:

s Decreasing greenhouse gas

States has shifted toward growing
concern about global warming.
President George W. Bush, hosting
major polluting nations 28/29
September, sought to convince
skeptics that he wants to help shape
the next global deal on climate
change, despite his long history of
shunning such efforts. Bush told a
gathering of envoys from the 17
biggest emitters of greenhouse gases
thathe took glabal warming sericusly
and that the United States would do
its part to combat it. The countries
attending the Washington session
together account for 80 percentof the
global economy and 80 percent of
global emissions, They include large
European countries such as Britain
and Germany as well as fast-growing
developing countries like China,
India and Brazil. His acknowledg-
menl u fa prablem highlighted a shift

revious questioning of the
scmnce inking human activity to
rising temperatures. A European
participant in the two-day climate
session echoed that sentiment "I
know that with this administration
we will not reach any results because
thetimeistoo short”,

The two-day gathering of rhe
world's biggest polluting nations
seemed to be aimed at undermining
the UN's efforts to tackle global
warming, say European sources.
"The conference was called at very
short notice,” said one participant.
"[t's a cynical exercise in destabilizing
the UN process”.

Bush's two-day conference on Sep
28-29 followed a U.N. meeting on 24
Sep. at which Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon tried to build support
among B0 world leaders for reaching
agreement at the planned December
talks. Other participants at the State
Department conference were from
Britain, France, Germany, ltaly,

(GHG) emissions, especially
from transport and accommoda-
tion activities;

o Adjusting tourism businesses
and destinations to changing
climate conditions;

s Using existing and new technol-
ogy to get better energy effi-
ciency; and

@ Building financial resources to
assist poor regions and coun-
tries.

It has been accepted that the tour-

ism industry is challenged by cli-

mate change and, at the same time,
is not an insignificant contributor
to greenhouse gas emission. The

Conference has also shown that,

through sharper and better man-

aged development courses, tour-
ism can help in fighting poverty in
developing countries like

Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka

etc.,, by reducing their carbon

footprint and making a contribu-
tion to the protection and conser-
vation of natural and nature-based

properties. Literally, tourism has a

very important and constructive

partto play in the key sustainability
challengesof theday.

Whereas climate is, in fact, an
indispensable resource for tour-
ism, there can be no complacen
withrespect to the powerofclimate
change to affect the infrastructure,
the people, the financial networks
and the ecosystems that are vital to
the success of tourism at all stages.
In the conference, WTO advised
member countries and the tourism
industry to build up climate-
tourism partnerships and effi-
ciently use the climate information
and prediction services provided
by the National Meteorological and
Hydrological Services, and to slot
in climate factors in tourism poli-
cies, development and manage-
ment plans, so as to guarantee a
sustainable future for the industry.

Participants from public admin-
istration, the private sector, the
academic community and clvil
society at large, got together to
discuss particular issues around
the response of the tourism indus-
try to global warming, and focus on
both destinations and activities.
The meeting points on destina-
tions have been reflected on:

o Coastal destinations and small
islands;

o Mountain regions and winter
tourism; and

# Nature-based destinations.

The turism sector also has to

build-up the various sectors and

activities of this industry. This will
be the subject of a final plenary
session on mitigation withaspecial

focuson:

s Transport;

o Touroperationand

e Accommodation.

In the conference, the importance
ofe-Tourism drew the serious atten-
tion of UNWTO. Carbon-free desti-
nations and interactive e-Tourism
tools to formulate a consistent
response to climate challenge are
among the suggestions discussed at
the Davos International
Conference. UNWTO requested all
private and public stakeholders in
tourism to factor climate change
into their decision-making process.
UNWTO backs alleviation of the
effects of climate change, maintain-
ingitsobligation to eliminate exces-
sive poverty and nurture sustain-
able development, as envisaged in
the UN Millennium Development
Goals.

Increased public awareness
about climate change, and the
solutions can be advanced through
web-based tools which showcase
destinations offering more climate
responsible tourism options, . as
travel information is progressively
becoming web-oriented. Changing
consumption behaviour, for exam-
ple, by encouraging carbon-neutral
travel, will be promoted through the
UNWTO e-Tourism Climate
Change Award. This initiative is a
global first, as it relates tourism
response to climate change with the
latest state of the art information
and communications technology. It
is also among the practical out-
comes of UNWTO's public-private
partnership signed with Microsoft,
and acknowledges best practice
responses to climate change in
order to motivate innovation and
change ofbehaviour to global warm-
ing. The pilot try-out for this award
willbeheld at the Canadian Tourism
Commission's "Canada-e-
Connect," the first Canadian e-
Tourism Strategy Conference & e-
Tourism Awards in Vancouver,
Canada, November 7-9. Each entry
will be reviewed by a panel of
experts selected by UNWTO, which
will certifyand promote the winners

The tourism industry requires
groundwark for a possible change
in tourism demand asaresponse to
climate change. With transport as
one of the most visible contribu-
tors to global warming, increased
awareness regarding climate
change might sway tourists to
switch from long haul to short haul
destinations. But these shifts coyld
potentially harm least developed
countries, most of which depend
heavily on tourism income -- 46 of
the 49 poorest countries of the

Japan, Canada, Brazil, South Korea,
Mexico, Russia, Australia and South
Africa. The meeting on Sep. also drew
about 70 demonstrators from
Greenpeace and other environmen-
tal groups outside the State
Department, where dozens were
arrested for refusing to leave the
premises after two hours of protest.
The activists labeled the conference a
fraud for not backing mandatory cuts
ingreenhouse gases,

Antipahy to action

Bush urged delegates to set a joint
long-term goal for reducing the CO2
emissions that were causing the
climate to heat up. "By setting this
goal, we acknowledge there isa prob-
lem. And by setting this goal, we
commit ourselves to doing some-
thing about it," Bush said. He told
delegates his Washington forum
would work within the framework of
UN-led negotiations to craft asucces-
sor to Kyoto, due to begin in
December in Bali, Indonesia. But he
stressed that it was possible to cut
emissions without harming econo-
mies. "We must do it in a way that
does not undermine economic
growth or prevent nations from
* delivering greater prosperity for their
people," hesaid.

The plan by US President George
W Bush for countries to set their own
targets for reducing greenhouse
emissions has drawn considerable
criticism. Some delegates at a meet-
ingofthe world's top 16 polluters saw
Bush's comments as a US reluctance
to comunitto bindingactiononglobal
warming,. Officials at the Washington
forum said legally-set international
targets were the only way to tackle
climate change. Bush stressed that
cgmbating climate change should
not damage the economy. And he
again hinted that the US would not

commititselfto mandatory CO2 cuts.
"Each nation must decide for itself
the right mix of tools and technology
to achieve results thatare measurable
and environmentally effective,” Bush
told delegates inWashington. But his
comments did not go down well with
anumber of the ministers, diplomais
and officials attending the US-
sponsored forum on energy security
andclimate change.

South African Environment
Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk
said in a statement: "What [the US]
placedon the tableat thismeetingisa
first step, but is simply not enough.
We think that the US needs to go back
to the drawingboard.”

Some observations

On his very first day in office, 20
January 2001, President Bush took up
a defiantly ostrich-like stance on the
issue of climate change. He ripped up
dozens of environmental regulations
including rules for less arsenic in
t!rlnkmg water, a ban on snowmo-
biles in national parks, controls for
raw sewage overflow, energy-
efficiency standards, and protections
against commercial logging, mining,
and drilling on national lands includ-
ingtheArctic Circle.

The US refuses to admit that cli-
mate change is real and that humans
are afactor. The UL.S. is doing nothing
to address climate change. The
United States refuses to engage
internationally. Bush still refuses to
accept mandatory limits on carbon
emissions or efforts to change
America's reliance on fossil fuels. So
begins a hand-sized handout, easy
for reporters to pocket, issued at the
State Department where President
Bush was to cap two days of talks ata
White House-sponsored climate
change conference that is as much
about salesmanship as it is about
diplomacy.

The UN's own scientists are clear
thatKyoto did notgo nearly farenough
and fraught negotiations on a new
framework - dubbed the "Son of
Kyoto" have been underway forsome
time. It is now widely accepted that
carbon trading will form the basis of
any new agreement A summit in Bali
in December will search for a formula
that satisfies developing countries
demanding investrnent in return for
abandoning the obvious, carbon
intensive route to growing their econ-
omies, and rich industrial nations
determined not to agree a deal that
could damagetheir economies.

A letter to Bush from members of
Congress, led by Massachusetts
Democrat Ed Markey, who chairs the
House of Representatives global
warming committee, urged manda-
tory curbs on carbon dioxide emis-
sions: "We need actual reductions in
global warming pollution, not
aspirational goals." "What would
really galvanise the international
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world rely oninternational tourism
as their primary source of foreign
exchange earnings.

In the Davos Conference,. Sri
Lanka proposed a noble idea --
Earth Lung -- Carbon-Free Set
Lanka. This practical policy
response represents an active
campaign to raise environmental
awareness and tourism develop-
ment. As a small country, which
depends heavily on long-haul
travel to generate tourism income,
Sri Lanka is facing up to the climate
challenge and aims at becoming
the first carbon-neutral destina-
tion. As its tropical forest systems
can store large amounts of carhon
which otherwise would add to the
CO2 in the atmosphere, Sri Lanka
aspires to be a travel and tourism
Earth Lung. The initiative has been
highly congratulated, and worked
as an eye-opener for other destina-
tions responsible for extensive CO2
emission.

With its commitment to a range
of Land Use, Land Use Change &
Forestry (LULUCF) activities,
associated with appropriate
Carbon Offset Programs (COP),
"this initiative has both real and
symbolic value, and we hope other
countries and stakeholders will
join the Earth Lung Community to
create a global framework that will
contribute to the overall UN
response to climate change,” said
UNWTO Assistant Secretary-
General, Geoffrey Lipman.

Climate change is not new to
UNWTO's memo. Since the Ist
International Conference on
Climate Change and Tourism,
yeonvened by UNWTO yin Djerba,
Tunisia, in 2003, a lot of
yinformation and facts have been
generated, identifying the complex
relationships between the tourism
sector and climate change. Just as
climate change is being addressed
globally under UN Tcndnrship.
UNWTO has the responsibility of
finding out how the tourism indus-
try can adapt to and face the cli-
mate challenge.

With serious focus and consid-
eration, the outcomes of the Davos
Conference will be discussed at a
UNWTO Ministerial Summit in
London on November 13, and
passed as suitable by the UN
Strategy for Climate Change
Response, to be ralked aboutin Bali
later in December. The world
awaits something of use for facing
global warming.

Mohamemad Shahidul lslam is & travel wittar and,
faculty mamber of National Hatel ang Tourism
Training Insilute, Bangladesh Parjatan
Carparation —NTO.

efforts on climate would be a set of
policiesinthe United Statesto putthe
United States on a fast track to build -
ing a low carbon econamy,” John
Ashton, Britain's climate envoy, said
in a telephone interview: "We now
need to stop talking about mikingand
startdecidingabout doing."

The Washington talks are not
formal climate negotiations, but
rather an airing of views on green-
house gases, energy security, tech-
nology development and commer-
cialisation, financing-- and adaylong
closed-door session on "process and
principles for setting a long-term
goal” to cut the human-caused emis-
sions that spur climate change.
Bush's proposal would come up with
"aspirational goals" o limit emis-
sions by the end of 2008, shortly
before his administration leaves
office. "U.S. leadership in the area of
climate change is essential, not only
because it is a big emitter of green-
house gases, but because the (.S, is
on the cutting edge of developing
technological solutions and bringing
them to the global market," said
special U.N. climate envoys Gro
Harlern Brundtland, Ricardo Lagos
Escobar and Han Seung-soo at a
Capitol Hillbriefing.

Every government needs to
include issues like environment
pollution and global warming in the
high schoal textbooks to make this
generation aware about the upcom-
ing natural threats. The Bali meeting
in December is meant to begin figur-
ing out a way to cutb emissions after
2012, when the Kyoto Protocol
expires. The Eyoto plan sets out
mandatory targets for reducing
greenhouse emissions, but the
United States has chected it as
unfairly exempting fast-growing
economieslike Chinaand India.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
said he saw a "major political com-
mitment” to seeka global solution to
the problem at future UN. discus-
sions in December in Bali, Indonesia.
USA, thelargest polluterisnotas keen
asitshould have been toinitiatesteps
to contain the global warming from
itsown side, as itdoes with Russinand
China and other nations on strategic
issues. Obviously White House does
not appreciate other nations dictat-
ing terms to the super power for
cutting down emission. China
already has got in place a series of
anti-pollution steps including propa-
ganda, while India cannot digest the
fact it is also in global warming
endeavours. But now almost a final
warning has been alerted by the
concemed specialist agencies about
the impending disasters, if global
warming is not brought down con-
siderably as the top-most priority by
allconcerned countries.
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