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The Baily Star

anniversary
of birth today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 134th birth anniver-
sary of Sher-e-Bangla AK Fazlul
Hug, a great leader of the sub-
continent.

Different social and political
organisations have drawn up
elabarate programmes, including
doa and milad mahfil, discussion
and placing of wreaths at his grave-
yard. ‘

Sher-e-Bangla Smriti Academy
will hold a function to distribute
Sher-e-Bangla Smriti award and a
discussion at the National Press
Clubin thecityat4:00pm.

The Academy will also organise
a discussion and milad mahfil at
his birthplace at Saturia in
Jhalakathion October 28.

; Jatiya Gonotantrik League,
Mukiijodhha Ainjibi Parishad and
Muktijodhha Paribar Kalyan
Sangsad will jointly organise a doa
mahfil and discussion on the pre-
mises of the mazar of Sher-e-
Banglaat3:00pm.

Milad mahfil and qurankhwani
will also be held at the residence of
his grandson in the city.

Govt urged to
allocate more
funds for farm

production

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government should allocate
more funds for agriculture sector to
ensure more food production to
cut rural poverty, speakers sug-
gested at a seminar in Dhaka yes-
“terday.

Théy safd drend Half ‘o the'

total population of the country
lives below the poverty level in
termsof food consumption,

The poor people, who mostly live
in rural areas, have to spend around
70 percent of their income on food
purchase, the speakers told the
seminar on food security organised
by Equity and Justice Working
Group (EJWG), an alliance of NGO,
and National Committee for
Observing World Women's Day
(NCOWWD), at National Press Club.

The seminar was organised in
observance of World Rural
Women's Day that was observed in
the country and elsewhere in the
wotld on October 15. This year the
theme of the day was Right to Food:
Rural Women Produce and
Provide'.

"Around 30 percent of the total
population barely consumes
around 1,800 calories a day while
the daily nead is estimated at 2,100
calories, " Shamsudoha, secretary
general of EJWG, said.

Awami League Agriculture
Affairs Secretary Abdur Razzaq,
BNP Agriculture Affalirs
Secretary Shamsuzzaman Dudu
and Member of NCOWWD
Swapan Guho also spoke. Bazlur
Rahman of EJWG moderated the
seminar.

Schoolboy
missing

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Ahad Rahman
Khandaker, a
class six stu-
dent of Banani
Play Pen
School, has
been missing
sinceTuesday.

Ahad, 13,
son of Khandaker Kudrate Azam,
went out to play in the afternoon
on the day but did not return to his
home at House No-49, Road No-
L/A, Block-I, Banani, Dhaka.

He is five feet tall and has fair
complexion.

The hoy was wearing navy blue
pantand light pinkshir

A general diary (GD) has been
filed with Guishan Police Station.

Anyone knowing the where-
abouts of the hoy is requested to
contact neartby police station or
call 3t 01552485777,

Correction

Inanews itemheadlined 'Establish
district government to strengthen
local bodies' published in The
Daily Star on Wednesday, Feroz A
Hassan, chairman of Coalition for
Good Governance, was mentioned
as & leader of the LDP In fact, Feroz
resigned from LDP on June 25 and
he is no longer associated with the
political party. We regret the inad-
vertent mistake.

‘Border management
important for bilateral
relations’

UnB, Dhaka

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury yesterday said border
management is an important
component of bilateral relations
between Bangladesh and India.

He made the remarks to report-
ers after visiting Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) chief AK Mitra
made a courtesy call on him at the
foreign ministry.

Mitra is leading his country's
delegation to the director general
level barder conference that began
at Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
Headquartersyesterday.

Expressing satisfaction at the
ongoing discussions between the
BDR and the BSE the adviser said

this would result in agreements
that would further strengthen
bilateral relations between the two
neighbouring countries.

“We are pleased that we have
been able to structuralise negotia-
tions with regard to these through
mare frequent meetings,” he said.

Indian High Commissioner
Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty and
BDR Director General Maj Gen
Shakil Ahmed were present in the
meeting, among others.

Meanwhile, Foreign Affairs
Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury made a courtesy call
on President [ajuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban in the city yesterday.

The foreign adviser apprised the
president of various {ssues relating

to his ministries.

He informed the president that
bilateral relations with the neigh-
bouring countries as well as
friendly countries across the globe,
especially with the USA and the EU
countries, have strengthened
significantly.

The president's upcoming visit
to the USA also came up in the
discussion.

The president gave a patient
hearing and assured the foreign
adviserofallcooperation.

Military Secretary 1o the presi-
dent Maj Gen Mohammad Aminul
Karim, Secretary Sirajul [slam and
Press Secretary Abdul Awal
Howlader were present at the
meeting.

RU halls reopen

after 63

days

Classes start Oct 28

RU CORRESPONDENT

All the 15 residential halls of
Rajshahi University (RU} reopened
yesterday amid tight security after
63 days” unscheduled closure fol-
lowing August 22 campus unrest.

The classes and examinations
willresume on October 28,

Police and Detective Branch
men were seen checking the iden-
tity cards of students as they were
returning to halls while law enforc-
ers were patrolling on the campus
and vantage points.

Meanwhile, some RU teachers
expressed their dissatisfaction at
reopening the university without
securing the release of elght of their
detained colleagues and several
students,

A high official of the university
told newsmen that the university
authorities have continued discus-

“siang With' the gavednment in this

regard.

The authorities asked the resi-
dential and non-residential stu-
dents of the university to carry
identity cards during their stay on
thecampus.

Patrol teams of law enforcers will
stay at different spots on the cam-
pus and students failing to show [D
cards will have to face stern action,
said RU Proctor Enamul Hague.

The decision was taken at a
meeting with university proctorial
body, council of hall provests and
police high officials at the university
dean complexonWednesday:

The provost council directed the
hall staff to close hall gates at

10:00pm for male students while
female students have been asked to

return to halls before 6:00pm, meet-

ingsources said.

The RU proctor also directed the

conductors of students' mess and
privately -owned renied hostels
around the campus to provide the
photographs and details of students
and other dwellers, campus sources
said.

The university was closed follow-
ing a government order to shut
down all public universities on
August 22,

Housewife
commits
suicide in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A housewife allegedly committed
.suicide at Sutrapur area in the city
onWednesday night.

The dead was identified as
Hamida Sultana Lucky, 28, wife of
Didarul Alam, a businessman of
Islampur, living at Dinonath Sen
Road atGendaria.

Police said Lucky was found
hanging from the ceiling of the
balcony with a sharee at their
three-storied building at Gendaria
ataround 9:00pm onWednesday.

Family members rushed her to
Mitford Hospital where doctors
declared her dead.

A suicide case was filed with
Sutrapur police station yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR

Syed Badrul Ahsan, editor, current affairs, The Daily Star, speaks at a view
exchange meeting titled 'Fload 2007; experience sharing on relief operation’
at Tangail Press Club Community Centre yesterday. CARE Bangladesh and
BURO Tangail jointly organised the programme in association with

European Commission (EC).

UNB, Dhaka
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try, Met Office said ina forecast.

LOMOrrow.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with pardy cloudy sky over
the countryin the next 24 hours as of6:00pm today.
Day ternperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-

Yesterday's highest temperature of 33.7 degree C Elmm was
recorded at Sitakundu and the lowest of 18,5 degrees at Sitakundu,
The sun sets in the capital at 5:24pm today and rises at 6:02am

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
incelsius percentage
Mix Min Morning  Evening
Dhaka 31.8 19.5 a4 6l
Chittagong 30.0 213 a6 60
Rajshahi 5 3Lz 19.6 At
Khulna 3L5 21.6 89 83
Barisal 315 20.5 ik} 83
Sylhet 34 0.0 0 72
Cox's Dazar 32.5 23.6 74 72

BTTB cuts
call rates

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board (BTTB) has fur-
ther reduced charges on its differ-
ent services, including NWD call,
witheffectfrom November 1.

'Considering the entire
Bangladesh as one zone, BTTRH
fixed the charge at Tk L50 per
minute for NWD call irrespective of
peak and off-peak hours with 30-
second pulse each,” said a govern-
ment announcement yesterday.

A local call will be counted 7
minutes during peak hours and 10
minutes during off-peak hours
within the same district while 5 and
B minutes respectively in divisional
cities.

Besides, the state-owned phone
operator reduced monthly line
rent, reinstallation line charge,
name and number change fee, El
media charge, STM-1 (internal) fee,
point- to-point hotline fee, digital
radio multiple establishment
charge and WLL establishment
charge.

Mymensingh

Cultural Forum

anniversary
programme
tomorrow

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Greater Mymensingh Cultural
Forum will celebrate its 15th
founding anniversary tomorrow.

Bminent poet, litterateur and
researcher Dr Ashraf Siddiqui will
inaugurate the daylong celebra-
tions at Shawkat Osman
Auditorium at the Central Public
Library in Dhaka at 10:00am, says a
pressrelease.

On the occasion, the Forum
will accord a reception to newly
appointed Permanent
Representative of Bangladesh to
the UN Oiffices in Geneva Dr
Debapriya Bhattacharya, Editor
and Publisher of The Daily Star
Mahfuz Anam, litterateur
Muhammad Zafar Igbal, econo-
mists Prof Anu Mohammad and
Dr Atiur Rahman, poet Dr
Mahbub Sadik and media per-
sonality Monjurul Ahsan Bulbul
at4:30pm.

Chief Adviser to ATN Bangla
Saiful Bari, poet Nirmalendu Goon,
Editor of the Amar Desh
Amanullah Kabir, dramatist
Abdullah Al Mamun and
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation President M Hamid will
attend the function as guests.
President of the Forum ASM Abdul
Halim will preside over the func-
tion.

Bahubachan Theatre will stage a
drama titled 'Prem Bara Kobiraj'
{Love is the best doctor) by Muoliere
at the concluding session of the

programme.
Alleged mugger
succumbs to
injuries in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An alleged mugger succumbed o
his injuries at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) yesterday.

The deceased Rajon alias Rajib,
21, along with his two accomplices
Johnny and Helal were admitted to
DMCH on Tuesday night after they
were beaten by a mob allegedly for
snatching a cellphone set on that
day.

Shyampur police said the
deceased Rajonalong with his seven
accomplices snatched a cellphone
set from one Belal Hossain at Donia
Nurbagh in Shyampur on October
g

Local caught Rajon, Johnny and
Helal when they were roaming
around at #:30pm on Tuesday and
handed them over to police after a
mab beating,

Proceedings of
extortion case
against Alena
Khan stayed

UNB, Dhaka

Vacation bench of the High Court
yesterday stayed the proceedings
of the extortion case against Alena
Khan, ahuman rights activist.

The case is nnw pending with
the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Courthere.

Passing the stay order upon a
writ petition, Justice AFM Abdur
Rahman issued rule upon the
government to explain why invok-
ing emergency rules in the extor-
tion case should not be declared
unlawful.

The court also granted Alena a
fresh bail until the rule is disposed
of.

On June 26, a construction
contractor of the Roads and
Highways Department filed an
extortion case with Tejgaon Police
Station against Alena Khan, execu-
tive director of Bangladesh Society
for Enforcement of Human Rights
(BSEHR) along with detained
former communications minister
Nazmul Huda and his wife ngma
Huda.

Huda is a member of the
natonal committee of the BSEHR
whileSigmaisits secretary general.

According to the case, Huda
called Wahidur Rahman Azad, the
complainant, to BSEHR office in
February 2003 and demanded Tk
10lakhin cash.

Advocate Asaduzzaman
appeared for Alena Khan,

Man held for

‘murder attempt

on wife

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Police arrested a man for alleged
attempt to kill his wife at Hasli
village in Manikganj Sadar upalea
early yesterday.

The arrestee, Dulal Huss:nn
Meru, 35, attacked her wife, who is
the mother of two sons, at around
L:00am when she was asleep, said
policeandlocals.

Hearlngher scream, neighbours
rushed there and handed Dulal
over to Manikganj Sadar Police
 Station, |

Moeen meets
chairman of
AUW Support
Foundation

Army Chiel General Moeen U
Ahmed on avisitto Boston met Jack
R Meyer, chairman of the Board of
the Asian University for Women
Support Foundation and senior
managing partner & CEO of the
hedge fund Convexity Capital, at
his office at the John Hancock
Building on Tuesday, says a press
release,

Meyer, the immediate past

president of the IHarvard,

Management Company -- the group
the manages the $34 billion endow-

ment of Harvard University -- wel- .

comed General Moeen to Boston,
apprised him of the ambitious plans
for the establishment of the Asian
University forWomen in Chittagong
which hedescribed as "aworld class
institution" with "world class facill-
ties and faculty” that would offer
both undergraduate and graduate
professional education for women
drawn from throughoutAsia.

He noted that it was expected
that at least ane half of the students
would beon full scholarship and the
wide diversity of cultures, lan-
guages, religions and socio-
ecanomic backgrounds would also
be captured in the student popula-
tion.

te also reported that the
University's preparatory
programme, the Access Academy,
will open in Chittagong in rented
facilities in March 2008 while the
campus design and construction
tasks are completed over the next
two ta three years.

General Moeen commented that
he was deeply interested in the
establishment of the Asian
University forWomen and offered to
help in every way he can to expedite
thelaunchofthe University.

General Moeen and Meyer
exchanged views on a series of
issues relating to land allocation
and transfer and tax exemption to
be provided by the government to
the university under the provisions
of its Charter as ratified through an
Actof the parliament in Bangladesh
thatstill remain pending.

General Moeen said that "If
people in Boston and elsewhere are
striving to build a university for
women in Bangladesh, surely
Bangladesh cannot permit on-the-
ground barriers to delay or other-
wise adversely affect its implemen-
tation.”

Meyerexpressed his greatappre-
clationfor General Moeen's support
and accepted General Moeen's
invitation to visit Bangladesh before
theend of the year.

PHOTO: STAR

A colourful rally was brought out from Expanded Programme on
Immunisation (EPI) Bhaban at Mohakhali in the city yesterday to mark the

National Immunisation Day.

DRIVE AGAINST ILLEGAL CLINICS

6 arrested, 5 clinics

sealed off

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A mobile court in a special drive
againstunauthorised clinics, pathol-
ogies and nursing homes in Rajshahi
sentenced a clinic owner to one
month'simprisonment and arrested
five other people, including a profes-
sor of Rajshahl Medical College
(AMC], in the last three days.

The court consisting
Metropolitan Magistrate Rabiul
Alam, Lt Col Muhammad Aminul
[slam and Major Abdullah Al Baki
also sealed off five private clinics
and realised over Tk 5 lakh from
different clinics and pathologies.

Mustafizur Rahman, one of the
awners af Al Arafa Clinic, was sent
to jail and the clinie was fined Tk
50,000 for different irregularities,
including running the clinic with

forged documents.

Dr Abu Raihan Khondoker, an
associate professor of
Biachemistry department of RMC,
was arrested [rom Laser Diagnostic
Centre after the court seized a
number of blank papers of patho-
logical reports carrying Ralhan's
signature.

Sources in the joint forces said,
the clinic authorities used to cheat
patients by giving medical investi-
gation reports at their will using
Raihan's pre-signed papers.

Dr Raihan, however,
granted bail later.

Other arrestees include lab
assistant Mirajul and technologist
Shahadat of Laser Diagnostic
Centre, Manager of Dolphin Clinic
Badiuzzaman and laboratory
assistant Lutfar Rahman.,

was

Army chief General Moeen U Ahmed masts Jack R Meyer, chairman of the
Board of the Asian University for Women Support Foundation, at the latter's
office in Boston on Tuesday.

Parties' accountability must
for fair polls: Rawshan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Self-praclaimed Jatiya Party ([P)
acting president Rawshan Ershad
yesterday said ensuring account-
ability, democratic practice and
reforms in political parties is
needed to eliminate the influence
of black money and muscle power
ingeneral elections.

“Unless reforms ensure demo-
cratic practice and accountability
within political parties, general
elections can never be held without
the influence of black money and
muscle power," a JP press release
quoted Rawshan as saying,

At a meeting with a section of
the JP leadership at her residence,
Rawshan also urged the govern-
ment to meet with political parties

to solve the 'ongoing political
crisis',

Speakers at the meeting lauded
the government for implementing
the decision to separate the judi-
claryfrom the executive.

They warned the government
against taking World Bank advice
onincreasing fuel prices.

Rawshan urged the JP leaders,
activists and supporters to unite
undera'nationalist banner'.

The JP needs to fill the political
vacuum to protect the country's
sovereignty and ensure the peo-
ple's economic freedom, she
said.

[P presidium member SMM
Alam, and acting secretary general
Golam Moshi were amang quite a
fewspeakersat the meeting.

CTGWASA

Court orders attachment
of property of former
engr, contractor

UNB, Cig

The Divisional Special Caourt,
Chittagong, yesterday ordered
attachment of property of Kazi Abu
Taher, former enginecr, and AN
Farug Ahmed, concractor of
Chittagong Wasg, in an extortion
case filed by the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC).

The accused remained fugitive
and the court earlier on October 3
had issued arrest warranis against
them.

The court set October 31 for
framing charges against the five
accused who were charpe-shected

inthecase.

ACC filed the case against five
officials of Chittagong Wasa on
charges of misappropriating Tk
16.90lakh froma pipeline project.

On Sept 26, the joint-forces
arrested three of the accused --
chiel engineer M Shafiqul Islam,
superintending engineer M
Shafiullah and assistant engineer
Abdul Kuddus -- at the Wasa
Bhaban.

ACC Ingpector Mominul Islam
submitted charge sheet to the
court on September 27 against the
fiveaccused.

Obituary

S Obaidur
Rahman, joint
secretary for
the erstwhile
Central
Government of
Pakistan,
passed away on
October 24 ac
Square Haspital in the city at the
age of 90, says a press release,

After his retirement, he was a
member of Police Training
Committee and chairman of
Samabay Marketing Society:

FHe left behind two sons, grand-
children and a host of relatives,
friends and admirers to mourn his
death.

Death anniversary

e —

Today is the
I6th death
anniversary of
Shafi Ahmed,
an organiser of
the Liberation
} War, says a

‘ pressrelease.
- Hewasalsoa
former councillor of Dhaka Stock
Exchange and former general
secretary of Dhaka University
Central Student Union (Ducsu).

Fateha will be offered and
wreaths will be placed at his grave-
yard at 7:00am and a milad mahfil
will be held after Asr prayers at
House-6, Block-A, Road- 18, Banani
inthe city.

Relatives, friends and admirers
are requested to attend the milad
mahfil.

Rafiqunnessa Khatun
UNB, Dhaka

The 13th death
anniversary of
B egum
Rafiqunnessa
Khatun
Chowdhury,
mother of
Foreign Adviser
Dr Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury, will be
observed tomorrow,

On the occasion, doa and milad
mahifil will be held in the capital
andin Sylher.

Rafiqunnessa was born in 1915
int Golapganj, Sylhet in an illustri-
ous family of Bhadeswar. Her hus-
band, late Ghyasuddin Ahmed
Chowdhury, was a renowned civil
servant.

Qulkhwa .

Qulkhwnni of
Aminul Islam
Khan, former
Managing
Director of
| Bangladesh
| Shilpa Bank
(BSB) and
founder man-
aging director of Investment
Corporation of Bangladesh (ICB),
will be held at his residence at
House 25, Road 6, Dhanmondi in
the city after Asr prayers today, says
apressrelease,

He was also the chairman of
Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) and
treasurer of the Diabetic
Assoclation of Bangladesh (DAB).

Aminul Islam passed away at
the University Hospital of
Singaporeon Tuesday morning,

Chehlum

Chehlum of
Abdur Rahim,
founder mem-
ber of the
Brothers'
Union and a
notable figure
of the Language
Movement, will
be held at 41, RK Mission Road in
the city after Juma pra.yers on
Friday, says a press release.

He passed away due to kidney
allments at the PG Hospital on
September 16.

His friends, relatives and admir-
ers have been requested to attend
the Chehlum and pray for salvation
ofthe departed saul.
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Discussion

Abul Hossain Psace Foundation
organises a discussion on 'Cantral
stale struclure and governance
system’. Venue: Abul Hossaln Peace
Foundation head office, Tejgoan.
Time: 4:00pm.

Scholarship distribution

Rainbow Bridga Foundalion will
distribute scholarships amang visually
impaired  sfudents. Vanue: Dhaka
Rapartars' Unity. Tima: 11:00am.

Martial Art competition

Bangladesh Wushu Associallon
organises two-day Mational Wushu
Competition (Martial Ar} beginnirg
from taday, Vanua: Shahid Shrawardy
Indoor Stadium, Time: $:00am. :

Experience sharing

Publisher of Shrabon  Publlcation
Rabin Ahsan will share his
experiences on Frankiurt book falr.
Venue: Bangladesh Lekhak Shiblr
office. Time: 5:00pm,




