game.Then it became a movie where a

virus outbreak starts turning people in
zombies and a hot actress starts blowing them
to kingdom come. The sequel had some mare
of the action and less of the story. The thiid
sequel in this series 'Resident Evil: Extinction’
continues with the similar ‘wham’, '‘bam' and
‘boom' sequences with a lat of ‘slash’, 'swipe'

RESJDENT Evil made a big splash as a

Sometimes (like most times) it's great to sit back with a movie that has things blowing up in regular intervals. You don't
5 need a deep plot, great facial expressions, answers to world hunger. All you need is things to go boom in interesting manners.

and ‘aargh' thrownin.

The story pulls despite expecting other-
wise. The Earth has somehow managed to be
over run by zombies and the US. looks like a
desert.

QOur heroine Alice (Milla Jovovich} is fur-
ther genetically modified and goes about her
business on 2 mean motercycle. She is on the
run from her evil spooky creators, the Umbrella

Corporation.

The world is in such a sorry apocalyptic
state that a2 girl named Ashanti is one of the
last humans left alive on the planet.Others are
somehow made up of genetic and robatic
enhancements.

Alice along with her former buddy in arms,
Carlos (Oded Fehr) and a group of survivors
roam the desert while Umbrella's mad scien-

tist Dr. Isaacs (lain Glen) continues his experi-
menting in hope of reversing or controlling
the zombie plague created by his company.
‘Extinction’ has a maore polished look than
the previous flicks with surprisingly coherent
actions that holds together from scene to
scene. Although the dialogue is at best silly
and at worst laughable. But hey, you don't
watch these movies to brush up on language

etiquette. It's not classy, it's not even particu-
larly witty but heckit's a lot of fun.

In ways it actually turned out better than
the predecessors. The directors tried to put in
the human elemetn spending a lot of time

- with the convoy of survivors and their lives.

And at the end of the movie it leaves you
feeling there is another sequel coming up. |
would watch it,

F course, if you want a deeply involv-

ing story about crime and action, "'We

Own the Night"might justde the trick.

Set in New York somewhere in the late
80's, this flick deals with the lives of two
brothers Bobby (Joaquin Phoenix) and
laseph (Mark Wahlberg). Bobby dressed up
like a stud with a diamond stud in the ear

completes the image of a slick 80's yuppie.

He manages a throbbing nightclub built out
of an old movie theater that has a bit of anill
repute with the local police force.

Baobby is a smooth character loved by his
beautiful girlfriend played by Eva Mendes.
The club is cwned by a Russian named Marat
Bujayevwhois said to control the area's drug
trade. His nepheaw uses the club as a front to
peddle same serious drugs. Bobby is not

involved in this but he doesn't also ask. He
quietly runs the club and is smoaoth as previ-
ously stated.

Joseph on the other hand is Bobby's
opposite turning out to be a decorated
memberofthe police farce What you can see
is that this turns out ta be an odd couple
mavie.

He is assigned to crack open a narcotics

case involving the drug ring operating out of
theclub.

Everything comes to a head as the club
awner's nephew asks Bobby to join him in
the drug trade. At the same time the police
are cracking down on the operation. The
cops ask Bobby to help them. Crossroads
cannotgetany further crossed.

There are plot holes. Bobby changes his

‘ney of people, -
‘than @ proper

Samuorai Chhamploo

Action / Adventure / Comedy
26 Episodes
Fuji TV
Ages 15+
UU has been searching for the enigmatic
F “samurai who smells of sunflowers”far as
far as she can remember. Ditzy and with a
relentless propensity to fall in with the wrong
people, she is about to have her fingers
chopped off by the local thugs when fate inter-
venes in the form of a loud-mouthed, brusque
ruffian named Mugen.Mugen agrees ta save her
in exchange for free food from the bistro Fuu is
temporarily a waitress at, At the same timeg, the
stoic Jin enters the eatery and the two polarised
samurai are invariably drawn into battle...

The thing about Samurai Champloo is that it's

idiculously difficult to write about it without
name-checking director Shinichirou Watanabe's
other opus: the peerless Cowbay Bebop. While
there are stylistic similarities and definitely mare
than a few parallels, Champloao is less segue and
moredisparity.

The desper nature of conflict that runs
through Bebop Is omnipresent, though more on
an aesthetic, oftentimes basic, level. True 1o its
name, Champloa presents itself with literally
paradoxical styles that become the highlight of
the entire plot. It also takesinterasting portions of
history fram the island of Japan and despite the
anachranisms it often invakes, there are a few
revealing history lessons involved. While
Champloo often seems to have no direction or
substance besides & rather large MacGuffin
regarding the “samurai who smells of
sunflowers; it's mare an involying jour-
discnva‘yan&dichotomy
- story. Like Bebop, there's

meerstheeye aibeimotas

highest quality. The fight scenes are the most
abvious highlights here; Mugen's overly baroque
yet feral swaraplay contrasts brilliantly with Jin's
calculated tantivy. The choreography is of consis-
tent excellence and each battle serves to be of
meaningful allusion. Other than those particular
examples, the series itself boasts a blinding lustre
of panache that permeates into every aspect of its
being.

While the overarching expedition concen-
trates on those three, various supporting charac-
ters are introduced to show other facets of the

tric's personalities that can't be expressed soli-
tarily. While they're somewhat rigid as characters,
Mugen, Jin and Fuu come off as relatively interest-
ing individuals sharing various renditions of a
cammun themeof escape and existentialism.

~The artwork s luxuriously detailed with
subtie touches and 3 fantastic use of colour and

_contrast The animation is mercurial in its fluids

: -and:hednﬂgr; sensibitity is rather aw&msplﬂng-
al of th

name and no one (especially the bad guys)
seem to know he is Joseph's brother.ls it that
easytohideonesidentity?

But despite that it is stll a good crime
thriller with plenty of scenes where the
protagonist is about to be unmasked lead-
ing you to a nail biting episode. Action is
neat, rezlisticwith fantastic original car chase
scene placerinthe middle.

ByLe Chupacabra

and | whagleheartedly agree with others, is the
music.An intoxicating mesh of equally discordant
and mellifluous instrumental pieces with a fan-
tastic sense of beat and rhythm creates an exotic
soundscape thatsurpasses accolade. There are so
many memorable pieces that | ardently recom-
mend thatfans try to get the official soundtracks -

- it'sdefinitely music worth obsessing over.

Of course, no anime is without its flaws and
Champloo suffers from the same malaise that

affected Bebop: ennui in quite 3 few episodes.

While the filler boasts a similar tongue-in-cheek

sense of comic relief, the fact that these are not

essantial episodes is most definitely noticeable.

The plot will also feel somewhat lacklustre to
many viewers and of course, the characters will
seemequally o o e o
- Whilelthinkit'scom ratweiymfenumverall

10 Bebop, Cbamp!oa finds its forte as an avant-
rde piece of a ammauon zha;*s_s_ubﬂe inits con-

e ‘
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OU'may have not heard of him, but
Yhe ranks right up there with Sean
Paul.Infact he was named one of the
top reggae acts by Billboards in 2006 along
with Sean Paul and went on to become

- ‘nominated for the Grammy's for hest
album. His name is Matisyahu and while .

you may break a few teeth and embarrass
yourselfitrying'to pronounce his name, its
worthitwhenyoulistentohismusic!
MatiSyahuis the Hebrew stage name of
John Paul Miller, a Pennsylvanian born
artist! whose music is influenced by
Regdae Judaism,Rockand Jazz.Hesingsin
a voice which would have made Bob
Marley proud and he sings about things
which would have made a Jewish rabbi
glowin delight.Heisa deeplyreligiousJew
who is famous for wearing traditional
Jewish clothes on stage and not perform-

ing during Sabbath. All of his musicis pri--

marily about religion and the unique
nature of the Jewish race. This unique

approach to music has made himacontro-.

versial figure as he is criticized by a lot of

peaple to be a staunch supporter of
- Zionism and consequently the Israeli acts

in thewestbank.However what they failto

seg is the music of the man, which is amaz- =

ing.

He isn't a typical reggae artist- cer-
tainly not a reggae purist. His style is more
of a blend of the awesome aspects of rock;
some parts of R&B, beat boxing, rap:and
reggae. He complements his music style
with guitars, trumpets or whatever may be
convenient to the art. Although his
approach to reggae is modern his voice

L and his lyrics seam to be from another

bygone era- beautiful yet hauntingly
ancient.There lies the awesomeness of the
music.

His song,“Jerusalem” talks about what
an important place Jerusalem is to the

Jewish race and how “if he forgets it, then

his right hand will forget what its sup-
posed to do” He throws in words like, “it's
not about the landorthe sea Notthe coun-
try but the dwelling of his majesty’. He

¢ talks about rebuilding temples; burning
“Babylon and the archaic imagery with a

modern art creates a very compelling
musical experience,

Most of his songs are based on the
theme of surviving a world where spiritu-
ality is slgwly losing its roles. He is a man
who seems to be leading the sole battle

-against materialism, consumerism and

superficiality. In his song “King without a
Crown”hegoesontosay”youareaslaveto
yourself and you don't even know, you
want to live a fast life and its bound to
overflow...you are not God but youtry to
inflate your ego” This song is perhaps the
closest to classical reggae and certainly a
delighttohear.l suggestyoustart with this
song ifyouwanttolistento Mayisyahu.

While listening to Matisyahu, keep an
open mind. He is deeply spiritual man and
hissongs reflectthat. Heisa Zionistbuthis
songs are more of a message of peace and
spirituality. And he spreads this message
in the most unigue way someone could-
usingrap;hip-hop, Rastafarianism, reggas,
beatbox,jazz and'rock! Ifthe sheer assort-
ment doesn't get you interested in him, |
don't know whatwill.




