Déﬂi’j}éhire‘s
Mahela coup
AiGingl

Sri Lanka captain Mahela
Jayawardene will play English county
cricket for Derbyshire next year, the
county’s official website said on
Wednesday,

Jayawarderie, 30, will urn out for
the county from the end of April to
mid-July before returning home for
Sri Lanka's Test commitmnents, the
websitesaid.

"Signing such a world-class
player and current international
captain is a massive boost for the
club ahead of the 2008 season,”
Derbyshire chairman Don Amott
said. :

"I can't wait to see Mahela -- as
well as the likes of Rilkld Clarke,
Nayan Doshi, John Sadler and Wavell
Hinds -- in action in a Derbyshire
shirt and I'am sure the members and
supporterssharemy excitement."

Jayawardene, who leads Sri Lanka
in a two-"Test series in Australia next
month, was voted the [nternational
Cricketr Council's caprain of the year
in2006.

+ The 88-Test veteran has scored
6,630 runs atan average of49.84 with
18 centuries, including a best of 374
against South Africa in Colombo last

year. A

He has also played 261 one-day
internationals with 7,232 runs and
led Sri Lanka to theWorld Cupfinal in
the Caribbean earlier thisyear.

Derbyshire's head of cricket John
Morris said he was delighted that
Jayawardene hadsigned.

"[knewthathewas theright player
after [ had spoken to him and [ could
tell that he has the desire w play
county cricket and contribute both
experience and flair to Derbyshire's
battingline-up," said Morris.

Hayden opposes
zero tolerance
on drugs issue

CilICINFO. undated

Matthew Hayden has urged Cricket
Australia not to adopt a zero-
tolerance approach on drugs
because he believes the issue needs
flexibility. The board is set to
announce a new policy and
Hayden, who is strongly opposed
to drugs insport, would welcame a
“two strikes" rule that would give
" players one ehaned ar rehabilia-
tion.

"I don't think you can have a
zero-tolerance policy on drugs
because it's not as black and white
as that," Hayden told the Daily
Telegraph. "For example, what sort
of drugs? Shane Warne was hitwith»
a drugs charge bur it was nothing
more than a diuretic. [s that the
same as Shoaib Akhtar getting
caught out with steroids in his
system?

"There has to be flexibility.
When drugs stuff goes public, like
Shane went public, he is consid-
ered adrugcheat. Itisa debate ona
human life. Idon't think zero toler-
anceisthe wayto go.

"The No. I aim is to eliminate
drugs within any sporting code. As
apartof thatyou have to look atthe
individual and help them become
rehabilitated the most effective
and thequickest possible way."

Martins staying
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*That is how much I enjoy playing
for him. I don't think I'll be going
anywhere while Samishere.

"I'm scoring goals and I'm
playing games, that's all you can
ask foras astriker.”

Martins, who joined Newcastle
in August 2006, admits he did
struggle to adjust to the English
gameinitially.

He explained: "It wasn't that
easy when I first came to Newcastle
and it took me a few months to
learn about the Premier League,
about England and living in
Newcastle

"I had to adapt to the style of
football and it took me some time,
but I'mvery happy here.”

Injury crisis
FROM PAGE 20
only one win in 10 games.

Dutch coach Martin Jol's will
desperately be seeking a European
win on Thursday to hang on as
coach after a 3-1 loss at Newcaslte
onMonday night.

"I'm already used to it (pres-
sure), even before the season
started. The only thing that counts
is results. We're still in a good posi-
tion in the cups and hopefully, on
Thursday (in the UEFA Cup) we can
getaresult,” said thedefiantJol.

Messi glory
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occasions Papac was not busy
snuffing out the danger from
Messi.

doing well to keep him quiet and
then the next minute [ have Carlos
Puyol flying down the wing as well!

“But it was a tremendous result
for the team. We are really satisfied
o have taken a point and now [
helieve we have a good chance to
gothrough.”

Papac said: "I thought T was
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Members of the Bangladesh national golf team pose with the guests during a reception accorded by the Kurmitola
Golf Club an Monday. The team participated in the 47th Pakistan National Amateur Championship in Lahore over
October 18-21 and Shahid Khan of Bangladesh clinched the individual winner's trophy while his teammate
Shakhawat Hossain became runner-up.
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Sri Lankan spinner Muttiah
Muralidaran arrived on Wednesday
forhis first full Australia Test tour in
12 years braced for a chilly recep-
tion from fans as he bids to break
ShaneWarne's wickets record.

Muralidaran, who has refused to
tour Australia in the past because of
crowds taunting his unusual bowl-
ingaction, wants to show why he is
one of the best bowlers in the
world, skipper Mahela
Jayawardene said.

"He hasn't played here for 10
years in a Test match and he's
pretty geared up [ think. He feels
Australiais one of the places thathe
has to challenge himself,”
Jayawardene said.

"This is probably a place where
he has to prove he's one of the top
bowlers in the world, so [ think he's
looking forward to the challenge.”

"Murali' needs just nine wickets
to overhaul Warne's 708 Test scalps
inthe Tesrmatchesin Brisbane and
Hobartstartingon November 8 and
16.

The Sri Lanka tour follows

Australia's return home after a
bitter series against India marred
by the racial taunting of the team's
only black player, Andrew
Symonds, who was subjected to
monkey noises and gestures.

There are fears that Muralidaran
could receive unsportsmanlike
treatment in Australia, where he
has been called for 'throwing' on
two previous tours and subjected
to constant crowd calls of "no ball.”

Sri Lanka coach Trevor Bayliss
said there were "always idiots in
every crowd” and it was near
impossible o control the behav-
iouroffans.

"I don't know whether you're
going to stop that 100 per cent,” he
said. .

"But | think the majority of
people realise it's the wrong thing
to do and don't get involved,
there's just one or two idiots in
everycrowd.”

Jayawardene said his team
would challenge Australia but not
get so carried away as to be
involvedinthe antics seen in India.

"We have (o be very aggressive
with Australia, but to -a certain
extent sometimes if you go over-
board you lose your own concen-
tration as well, and we cerfainly

Murali after 12 years

don'twant that to happen,” he told
apress conference, A

"We will be aggressive, but not
to the extent that we would get
involved with sillyincidents.”

Australia captain Ricky Ponting
said alittle heckling from the crowd
was to be expected.

"But when it gets a bit out of
control like it did in the series just
gone in India it becomes pretty
disappointing and I think pretty
embarrassing for the home team,”
hesaid.

Muralidaran's ultra-flexible
bowling action has come under its
heaviest scrutiny in Australia,
where he has been called for throw-
ing on two tours and has notplayed
afull Test match since late 1995.

He boycotted Sri Lanka's 2004
visit after Australian Prime
Minister John Howard labelled him
a "chucker."

However, he returned for a one-
off Test for the Rest of the World in
2005 and a one-day series in 2006,
when he was unofficially repri-
manded for making o one-fingered
gesture 1o taunring Spectators in
Perth. Y

Sri Lanka will play a warm-up
match in Adelaide starting
Saturday.
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On some days itjustisn't worth your
while running into Shahid Afridi.
He'll hustle you when he bowls, he'll
bully vou when he bats and he'll jeer
and taunt you when he fields. He'll
pop up wherever and whenever the
opposition don't want him to, et-
quette bedamned.

SouthAfricahuffed and puffedon
Tuesday, as they have through the
series, but they haven't been able to
blow him away. A certain mood has
gripped the Pathan and he's been
fairly straining at an imaginary leash
to have a go. In Lahore, he scared
themn with the bat first, then flum-
moxed them with his legspin; in
Faisalabad he did both and in
between added a stunning catch for
good measure. The Man-of-the-
Match award wasashoo-in.

He was nonchalant about it later,
even arguing that Mohammad
Yousui's fine fifty deserved it. "I
wasn't special. I need to keep per-
forming in my bowling, batting and
fieldingsolcando alittle bitin every-
thing."

Modest it may be, but as a bowler
it is difficult to recall him being a
more difficult proposidon to face,
especially on surfaces such as this
one, comprehending ‘which was
beyond the grasp of most. No runs
are given easily and there's never
enough time to sertle, to gather
thoughts abourt the opportunities to
scare that have just passed by. This
brings the game to his pace, of

cricket, of thinking, oflife; everything
he does, he readily admits, is in a
hurry.

Ha's also got more tricks than a
truckload of monkeys; slow, quick,
wrong un, offbreak and if the pitch is
giving it, then appreciable turn for
the leggie. Little wonder he says it is
his primary function, and any bowler
whodismisses Jacques Kallis twice in
successive innings has a right to say
that.

His batting, it must now be
accepted, will not pass out of
puberty. Best just to accept that and
wait for days like this, when he is so
good with the ball and in the field that
two things are inevitable: he opens
the batting and he succeeds. If his
bowling used the surface as sweetly
as a trickster uses his confidence,
then his bating defied it as stub-
bormnly as a petulant child might his
parents. An 18-ball 32 on what
turned out to be a real slupgard of a
surface is not 0 be taken lightly,
especially in light of how the athers
strugglec.

He had, he admitted, wanted to
open for some time. "There was a
little pressureas [hadn'tdoneitforso
long. Iwanted to just give agood start
but Yousuf really batted superbly.
Malik thinks | am more relaxed in the
lower order but I just said that if the
openersaren’ tworkingout, give mea
chance."

Malik said before this match that
Afridi had a vital role to play for
Pakistan. "He's asenior player, bowl-
ing, batting and fielding well and
really lifts the players in the field." He
Isactually the most senior now in this
ODI team, in terms of the years he

Afridi takes charge

has been playing international
cricket.

. Afridiis awase of it to. His desire
to captain Pakistan when Younis
Khan turned it down was no secret
and he even had some backing, if
only for the shorter game. He was
eventually overlooked even for the
vice-captaincy; and hefore scoffing
at the thought of Afridi and a leader-
ship role, note that the official vice-
captain is currently [ 2th man. In any
case, he'sbeen easily Pakistan's most
vibrant figure -- as he was through
2005--and a proxyleaderof sorts.

It is difficult to reconcile to the
idea that Afridi may eventually
matureas manand player. Ifhe does,
it might actually be the undoing of
him. But if this is his own way of
responding to a position of quasi-
responsibility, thenall power tohim.

Final ODI
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time in a decade. The city has only
recently started hosting interna-
tional matches again; following the
/11 attacks in 2001, a number of
tours to Pakistan were cancelled.
When cricket eventually returned,
visiting teams avoided Karachi in
particular.

But India's decision to play an
ODI at the venue on their ground-
breaking 2004 tour gradually sig-
nalled a return to the international
fold. Since then India and the West
Indies have played Tests there, while
England played an ODIin 2005.

The PCB expressed its disap-
pointment at the decision and
reiterated that Karachi was safe to
hold any international event.

FROM PAGE 20

"You come into a fierce competi-
tion and it takes some time to
realise that. But physically he is
becomingamannow." )

Walcott dedicated his goals to a
recently deceased relative. "My
brother in law's brather passed
away and that was a tribute to
him," he said. "People will say that
the second goal was like a Thierry
Henry finish and I watched him in
trainingall the time.

"l have been working hard in
training, I'had a chance and [ took
i."

Cesc Fabregas opened the
scoring with a curling effort, and
then Aleksandr Hleb's shot
deflected in off David Hubacek.

Walcott punished a sloppy back
pass just before half-time and Hieb
slotted home after hali-time.
Walcotr scored again with a fine
finish before Fabregas easily beat

Martin Vaniak to cap the move of
the match.

There was still time for Nicklas
Bendtner to come off the bench
andscorein thelast minute.

After a victory that equalled
their biggest European win,
Arsenal suddenly have an air of
invincibility about them.

This was their 12th consecutive
win and they are closing in on a
club record of 14 in a row set 20
years ago.

[FWenger's side can extend that
run to 13 they will have every right
to regard themselves as genuine
contenders for the Premier League.

There is no doubting the quality
of Arsenal's football so far, but
some of their opponents have
crumbled o easily.

Wenger knows Sunday's trip to
Liverpool and the following week-
end's hame clash with Manchester

Walcott comes of age

United will be a different matter
and should show for certain
whether Arsenal are made of the
rightstuff.

"We just have to remind every-
body that two months ago [ was
crazy not to buy players and we
were not even rated to be in the top
seven," Wenger said.

"l know how football is. We have
no reason to be carried because
exactly the same people will say
now we will win the European Cup.

"They said we would finish 15th
two months ago. We have to be
realistic and prepare for the next
game,

"It is not easy to put two good
performances together. You see the
big teamns, when they win five or six
nil; they getready forthe nextone,

"The signs are encouraging but
we have a very big game on
Sunday.”

Chappell swipes
at Botham

AFP, Spdney

lan Chappell has come out swing-
ing over England legend [an
Batham's claim that he decked the
former Australian captain in a bar
room brawl 30 years ago.

Chappell disputed an anecdote
in Botham's autobiography "Head
On" in which the former England
all-rounder says he "flattened” the
Australian in a Melbourne bar in
1977 because he was ridiculing
English cricket.

Chappell, 64, accused Botham
of "peddling his lies" in the new
book and questioned the merits of
his recenty acquired title, saying
"someone is going to regret award-
ing himaknighthood."

According to Botham, nick-
named 'Beefy,’ he was in the bar
when Chappell started rubbishing
English cricket.

"I gave him three official warn-
ings, all of which he ignored, so the
next time he started, [just flattened
him," Botham wrote.

"He went flying over a table and
crash-landed on a group of Aussie
Rules footballers, spilling their
drinksin the process.”

Botham said Chappell then ran
outofthe door, with himin pursuit.

Chappell's version, recounted
in the Bulletin magazine published
Wednesday, is radically different
from what he labelled Botham's
"fairytale."

He claims that after a verbal
exchange, Botham held an empty
glass to his throat and said "I'll cut
you fromear toear."

Chappell said he told Botham
that such an attack would prove he
was a coward, prompting the
Englishman to shove him in the
chest, pushing him over in his
chair.

He said his rival then suggested
they settle the matter outside but
the Australian feplied that he didn't
fight and Botham was not worth
ending up in a hospital or jail cell
over.

Chappell said he taunted
Botham as he left and Australian
fast bowler lan Callen had to
restrain the Englishman by clutch-
inghiminabearhug.

Lacking only
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think about quality and competi-
tive cricket in the country's first-
class competition.

"You can't expect good cricket
o them:. We have to think abdut it
seriously. Proper maintenance is a
big factor and BCB is ready to
spend more money in this area but
definitely in the right way. [f we are
ready to spend money for a high-
profile foreign coach then why not
for a same level curator,” ques-
tioned Lipu.

"If black-clay is a problem, then
we should replace it with better
ones. These days you can even use
drop-in pitches,” he added.

The man in charge Shafiqur
Rahman Munna, chairman of the
grounds committee, however was
quite happy with the pitches
behaviourinthe three venues.

"As far as | know, the Rajshahi
wicket was fantastic while there
were also no complaints from
Chittagong and Bogra. Yes, the
wickets are low in the four-day
game in Mirpur but it was quite
okay in the one-day game,”
explained the seasoned organiser.

"The season has just started and
I think it would be much better as
the tournament progresses. [ don't
think black-clay is a problem and [
also have faith in my local curators
because they have passed the level
Jcourse,” he said.

Munna also said that they have
no plan toappointaforeign curatar
to raise the standard of the pitches
atthemoment.

Lanka aiming

FROM PAGE 17
good series. We just couldn't turn it
around.”

They won't be underestimating
Australia, even though they have
lost Shane Warne, Glenn McGrath
and Justin Langer. "They probably
lack a bit of experience and that's
an area we can look forward to,”
Jayawardene said. "But we can't
take them lightly at all. They've got
avery good barting side as well.

"We have to be very aggressive
against Australia. We want to con-
centrate 1o our strengths. We will be
aggressive butnot o the extentthat
we will get involved with any silly
incidents."

Sri Lanka have been criticised
for being unable to deal with the
faster surfaces in Australia, but
Jayawardene insisted this was in
the past and they had shown they
could compete here, in the one-
dayers at least. "We've proved we
can handle pace and bounce
against quality opposition and it's
a good testing ground for us to see
how far we'vecome."

He also warned that teams
should not underestimate Sri
Lanka as a Test side. "We've com-
peted well in the last 18 months --
beating New Zealand in New
Zealand and England in England.
This is another place for us to chal-
lenge ourselves and see how far
we've come as a Test team. That's a
goal we set ourselves three years
ago. We're pretty strong at home
but for us to compete away from
homewehavetobe very strong."

@he Baily Star

Smith rues little errors

ﬁl Cricket
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Spin me once, shame on you. Spin
me twice, shame on me, South
Alrica went through the Test series
calmly picking apart the myth that
they wilt in the face of spin. On
turning wickets, they rarely looked
in any kind of trouble. But sud-
denly, twice in succession, an
inability to prosper against spin
has costthem matches.

Spin over five days and spin over
50 overs are different prospects
entirely. Against Danish Kaneria
and Abdur Rehman in the Tests, the
objective was to not get out to
them, one they achieved so well
they eventually scored runs com-
fortably apainst them. Against
Shahid Afridi and Rehman in the
ODIs, where swift runs are a must,
South Africahave stuttesed.

The pair have seven wickets
between them and have gone for
under 4.5 an over; in these num-
bers have the games essentially
been lost by South Africa.
Pakistan's plan has been simple:
prepare a slow pitch and choke the
middleovers.

"We have seen the conditions
after the first game,” said Graeme
Smith. "They believe they can beat
us an these wickets and their spin-
ners have bowled well. Afridi and
Rehman in the middle overs made
it difficult for us and that is some-
thing we have to look at now and
planagainst that.”

Spin at both ends began from
the 30th over onwards, when South
Africa were a not unreasonable 111
for3.Butinthe subsequent, vital 16

overs, until pace offered relief at
one end, they squeezed outonly 71
runs and Jost four key wickets
doing so. Each time, it seemed, they
started, they immediately stopped
and no real partnerships were
forged, '
The pitch fooled many. On
Tuesday, the general consensus
was that it had runs, and plenty of

GRAEME SMITH

them, in it. Smith had lictle hesit-
tion in batting when he won his
fourth toss out of five on this tour.
But-after a confident start, when
ball zipped off pitch and bat, mat-
ters slowed down.

"Ten overs into the innings we
realised the wicker was getting slow
and stopping," Smith admitted. "l
think both teams struggled to bat
on this wicket. Pakistan bowled
well up front. Their spinners were
very good because they got the ball
to turn away. We got ourselves back

in game butwe lost too many wick-
ets at crucial times, Mohammad
Yousuf held their innings together
and we needed that."

Indeed he might praise Yousuf's
innings for South Africa -made
every one of those 197 runs count.
Smith's assertion that another 20-
30 runs to the total would’ve been
very defendable has substance in
light af the way they bowled, par-
ticularly Albie Morkel. Had one or
two throws hit the stumps and one
catch been held, even the target
they set might have beendefended.

"We bowled very well. I just
think we needed one or two bigger
partnerships in the middle. 1f we
can set 220-250 it will be very diffi-
cult to chase on these wickets. We
had run-out opportunities and we
dropped Misbahul Hagq first ball.
There are too many 'ifs' at the
moment that we are not control-
ling. We are making little mistakes
that are costing us. We need to be
little more precise with our
chances," said Smith.

All well and good and true, but
you also wonder whether sending
their star of the Test series, Paul
Harris, back before the ODIs was
suchaclevermoveafterall, He took
12 wickets in the twa Tests and as
much as his bounce and turn, it
was his consistency in hitting the
right areas and restricting runs that
impressed.

Johan Botha has done well in
spurts, but Harris would've offered
a different threat. Was Smith just a
little rueful when answering the
question? "I think Bothahasdone a
good job, [tmight have been nice to
have two spinners but the selectors
have given us a team, we have
backed it and we have to give the
guystheiropportunities.”

Martyn never told captain

E¥ N1 Cricket

INTERNET, undated

[t's been a long time coming but
Australian cricket captain Ricky
Ponting has finally vented his
spleen, revealing his confusion and
frustration during last year's Ashes
series when he learned of the
shock retirement of his good
mate Damien Martyn without as
much as a warning -- or an expla-
nation -- from the star batsman.
"It's not for me to say whether
Marto's decision 'to retire was
right or wrong. | was disap-
pointed because we had lost an
excellent player, someone who'd
bailed us out of difficult situa-
tions many times in the past,"
said Ponting.

"Iwas frustrated because [ was
left answering questions about
something [ knew nothing about,
when one media appearance by
him would have cleared the air.
Any number of theories were
circulating, and I knew some
people just didn't believe me
when [ said [ didn't have any idea
what was going on ..." [n his new
book, Caprtain's Diary 2007,
which hits bookshelves across
Australia on Wednesday, Ponting
reveals he learned of Martyn's
decision -- it came three days
after the second Test in Adelaide -
- when he was playing golf with
fast bowler Stuart Clark in
Sydney.

Writes Ponting: "After nine
holes [ decided to check my
phone, which is where it all got a
bit bizarre. [ saw [ had a missed
call from Michael Brown, Cricket
Australia’s general manager,
cricket operations, and immedi-
ately turned to 'Sarf' and said, °[
reckon Marto's retired.’ I have no
idea why [reacted to the message
in that way, but sure enough
that's what I was told when [
returned Michael's call. Cricket

Australia CEO James Sutherland
had just received an email from
Damien Martyn, in which
Damien had retired from all
forms of cricket. No formal fare-
well to the tearn, no press confer-
ence, no call to me, his mate, to
explain why."

Ponting said the Martyn deci-
sion left him "more confused
than gutted”. He writes: "The
suggestions were that, having
made his decision, Marto didn't
wantanyvone to talk him out of it -
- which sort of made sense -- and
that with the team so close to
regaining the Ashes he'didn't wmnt
to beadistraction, didn'twantany
of the attention to be on him. One
newspaper report suggested he'd
quit because he'd been told that
he was about to get dropped. Butl
knew the selectors were about to
announce the team and that
Marto was going to be in it
Another story claimed thart, dur-
ing the celebrations in the
Adelaide Oval dressing room,
Marto had quietly told an
unnamed Cricket Australia
employee that the best time to
retire is when 'vou're on top'. That
could be true, but he never said it
tome."

The Australian skipper also
reveals how his team's World Cup-
winning celebrations almost
ended in disaster -- with the possi-
bility of even anightin jail -- inthe
West Indies earlier this year after
the team ventured back onto the
Bridgetown pitch to sing its cele-
bratory song Under the Southern
Cross following its win over Sri
Lankainthe final. You see, as each
player recalled their personal cup
highlight, Ponting noticed a
group of policemen had come up
behind them, one saying: "Righto
hoys, time to go, you've got to get
off the ground.” "Hang on," said
Ponting. "We've just won the
World Cup. Can’t you give us one
minute? Unfortunately, [ added a
swear word into rhat request,

which the polige officer.did not
appreciate atall. "You cannotcuss
like that in Barbados,' he said
firmly, ashis mood blackened. He
stepped towards me, and my
teammates moved in behind me,
as if a real stink was about to take
place. I think they threatened o
lock us up for the night, and we
soon realised that we weren't
going to be permitted to finish
our ceremony. As a diplomat, I'd
failed miserably, and I'm Fully
aware | shouldn't have sworn like |
did, though | do wonder why they
couldn't have given us alittle nore
time. We went back to the dressing
room, packed up our things, and
returned back o the hotel, where
we sang the anthem long and
loudly by the pool ..."

There have been plenty of light
moments in the cricket life of Ricky
Ponting, ton, and one of them
surrounded his first involvement
with ShaneWarne at the Australian
Cricket Academy in Adelaide dur-
ing the winter of 1992, of haw the
aspiring spin-king tried to lead him
astray even though his then cap-
tain-to-be was a teenager at the
time. In his book, Panting reveals
that despite their age difference --
Ponting was 17 and Warng almost
23 -- "he headed in my direction
and we shared some time
together”. Writes Ponting: "He was
the bloke responsible for my nick-
name 'Punter', assigned to me
because of my habit of sneaking
down to the TAB on Monday and
Thursday nights to have a bet on
the greyhounds, 1 can't remernber
if he ever came with me, but [ think
he was impressed with my nerve,
and the fact that T liked a bet. He
tried tocorruptme alirtle, to getme
into nightclubs even though [ was
under age, but [ had ong problem: [
didn't own a pair of Jeans and a
good shirt, Finally, he dolled me upin
decent gear and we did venture out,
but [ was like a rabbit in the head-
lights; [ was more comfortable at
theTAB..."
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