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EC;zélectoral talks
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on the committee.

" Later, & party press release
revealed names of 16 leaders
instead of 15.

Since then a few party leaders
expressed resentment as their
names were not included in the
committee and started mounting
pressure on the party's Acting
PresidentZillur Rahman.

Sources said Zillur was forced to
nominate five low profile leaders--
Advocate Shahara Khatun, Dr
Hasan Mahmud, Abdul Mannan
Khan, Prof Abu Sayeed and
Raziuddin Ahmed Razu--for the
committee.

Most committee members
opposed the decision, saying if
these five leaders have really been
included in the committee, then
half of the party's Central Working
Committee members staying in
Uhaka now are going to represent
theALattheECdialogue.

An angered AL leader said, "As
the party will hold a highly profes-
sionaland technical discussion with
the Election Commission, the com-
mittee should besmallinsize.”

Sources also said some of the
committee members will give their
reactionatameetingofthe commit-
tee today. A few even told The Daily
Star that they might not join the
talks at the EC although they will
waork for preparing the party's state-
ment to be placed before the com-
mission.

"Wewanted to keep the commit-
tee confined to the members of the
party presidium and advisory coun-
cil so that the committee has some
dignity," said acommittee member.

"But with the expansion of the
committee, everything will be
funny...as if we are going for a foot-
ball match with the Election
Commission. There will be no fruit-
ful discussion if 21 members go for
dialogue with the commission," the
ALleader tpld The Daily Star prefer-

ringnot to be named.

A few AL leaders believe that the
fresh names have been included to
keep a balance between the pro-
Sheikh Hasina and the dissident
reformist blocks within the party.

The committee will sit today at
the political office of detained AL
President Sheikh Hasina at
Dhanmondi at 11:00am to review
the EC's draft of reform proposals
and prepare a set of recommenda-
tions.

AL Acting General Secretary Syed
Ashraful Islam is the member secre-
tary of the committec. The other
members are Suranjit Sengupta,
Motia Chowdhury, Abul Mal Abdul
Mubhith, Advocate Rahmat Ali,
Mukul Bose, Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, Abdul Mannan,
Mahmudur Rahman Manna,
Akhtaruzzaman, Sultan
Mohammad Mansur Ahmed, Abdur
Rahman, Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin,
Abdul Latif Siddiqui, and AKM
Jahangir Hossain,

Govt official
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officers who had political connec-
tions, managed to grab key positions
in the administration although some
of them had corruption charges
against them.

The last BNP-led alliance govern-
ment putofficers of choice atthe filed
administration, allegedly to get
advantages in the now-postponed
generalelections,

Political influence on civil ser-
vants threw the administration's
chain of command into disarray at
the fag end of the BNP regime and
during President lajuddin Ahmed's
caretaker government.

A group of government officials
met secretly at Uttara late last year,
purportedly to devise election win
for the BNE making the administra-
tion shaky, sourcesadded.

10 interrogated
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Yeasmin to the general recording
officer at prosecution office of the
ACC at the Chief Metropoliin
Magistrates' Court, Dhaka.

They amassed wealth worth Tk
142 crore during the five- year
tenure of the alliance government.
Their wealth includes movable and
immovable property, investment
and shares in different businesses,
accordingto the charge sheet.

Mamun accumulated Tk 129
crore, paid tax on around Tk 27
crore and hid information about Tk
J02arareiq - \

“Yeasmin'amassed wealth- worth
about Tk [3 crore and paid tax on
Tk 3.19 crore but concealed infor-
mationabout Tk9.23 crore,

The couple thus hid informa-
tionabout Tk 110.97 crore.

Mamun used his close relation
with Tarique, elder son of Khaleda -
- both now detained-- to amass the
huge wealth, the charge sheet
mentioned.

Mamun owns 9,000 shares
worthTk33.94 croreinthree indus-
tries and the couple owns houses
and land and has fixed deposits in
banksathomeand abroad.

Mamun used to maintain 45
bank accounts at home and
abroad. He has Tk 26.32 crore in
three accounts with Natwest Bank
and City Bank in London and
Singapore. He has 24 fixed deposits
in Banani branch of Dhaka Bank
and seven in Banani branch of
Dutch Bangla Bank, according to
thecharge sheet.

Meanwhile, the ACC had issued
anotice on Mamun for submitting
his wealth statemnent within 72
hours of receipt of the notice but he
failed to do so. ACC Deputy
Director Akhter Hamid Bhuiyan
then filea case against him on April
5 under the ACC Act and
Emergency Power Rules 2007,

A special court sentenced
Mamun to three years ofimprison-
mentin the case. Assistant Director
of ACC Ibrahim filed a case with
Cantonment Police Station against
Mamun and his wife on May 8 for
accumulating wealth illegally. ACC
Assistant Director Tahsinul Haque
investigated the case,

The Joint forces arrested
Mamun, who was on the first list of
50 high profile graft suspects pub-
lished by the commission on

February 18, from his Gulshan
residence on March 26, and he isin
Narsinghdijail now.

FORMER AIGP AND HIS WIFE
SUED

ACC Assistant Director Taufikul
Islam filed a case with Tejgaon
police station against former AIGP
Shahidullah Khan and his wife
Masuda Khan under the ACC Act
and Emergency Power Rules.

In the first information report
(FIR), the complainant said the
AIGP in his wealth statement sub-
mitted to the commissionon June 7

‘mentioned he owns wealth wokth 3

about Tk 53 lakh,

Investigation found that he
owned Tk 1.7 crore in his name and
in the name of his wife and lamily
membhers.

His wife is accused in the case
for abetting her husband in hiding
informationaboutwealth. -

4 murdered
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Local people took the wounded

Anwar to Islami Bank Central
Hospital at Kakrail where the doctors
declared himdead.

Khasru Chowdhury, one of
Anwar's ;1ccump1iccs, also received
bulletsintheincident. ;

In another occurrence, police
recovered Azizul's body from Uttar
Mugda under Madinabagh at
1:30am yesterday. Marks of stab
injuries were seen in his back, chest
andabdomen.

According to Ansarul Haq Razon,
Azizul's brother, the van driver went
out of the house at 3:00pm on
Tuesday and did not come backuntil
10:00pm.

Police and relatives suspect the
muggers might kill Azizul while he
wasreturning home.

Unidentified killers slaughtered
Shaheen between 12:00am and
6:00am, sources said. Khilgaon
police recovered the body [rom
Meradiaarea.

Palice suspect the rickshaw puller
waskilled due to previousenmity.

Meanwhile, unconscious body of
Zamaluddin was recovered from a
wholesale market for fish atJatrabari.

Employees of the market rushed
him to the DMCH at 1:30pm where
the ondutydoctors pronounced him
dead.

Relatives of [heb\dclim suspect
‘o arty' members might feed
hbh?‘lrh{usnar%c?l'ﬁng to snatch HLhm valu-
ables.

BNP plans

FROM PAGE 1

unity in the party adding that it
would not come by force, Pointing
at the pro-Bhuiyan leaders he said,
“It is not possible to unite with the
opportunists”.

Those who were expelled by the
party chief have no right to call for
unity in the party, he said adding
that it is a matter of contemplation
whether it would be useful for the
party to forge unity with those who
tried tosplit the party.

Expressing concern over the
physical condition of Arafat
Rahman Koko, youngest son of
detained party chief Khaleda Zia,
he urged the government either to
send him abroad for better treat-
mentor release him.

When asked about the Awami
League's proposal to sit for dia-
logue with the chief adviser he said
he was unaware of the agenda on
which AL would have talks with the
government.

He also urged the party leaders
and activists to strengthen the

movement to free detained party
chairperson KhaledaZia.

"Since we did not have any
office, we could not take any deci-
sion,” he said while replying 1o a
question about their participation
in the next local government elec-
tion.

Gayeshwar Chandra Roy, Joint
Secretary General of the party, said
those who does not have any
respect for Khaleda Zia, have no
righttowork for BNE

"BNP's door is only open (o
those who accept Khaleda Zia as
chairperson and Khandaker
Delwar as secretary general," he
said adding that some leaders are
calling for reforms to hide their
corruption.

"Party leaders and workers will
not forgive those who have taken
stance against Khaleda Zia," he
said.

Acting office secretary Rizvi
Ahmed and Jubo Dal general secre-
tary Moazzem Hogsain Alal, among
others, were present.

SC asked
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any obstruction before separation
of the judiciary from the executive
on November 1 as slated,” the SC
registrar told The Daily Star last
night.

Mainul sought cooperation
fromall quartersso that the separa-
tion can be done smoothly.

During a seminar on Sunday,
administrative officials rom across
the country urged the government
to return some judicial power to
them so that they can initiate legal
proceedings, order investigation
into cognisable cases, maintain law
and order, run mobile courts and
inspectexamination halls.

After holding negotiations with
Bangladesh Administrative Service
Association the following day, the
government on Tuesday
announced of giving the executive
magistrates some judicial power.

However, some legal experts
voiced strong opposition to the
government decision, saying that
giving judicial power to the execu-
tive conflicts with the spirit of
separation of the judiciary from the
executive.

Home ministers
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Technical and Economic
Cooperation (Bimstec) in January.

Dhaka has been prevaricating
around the bilateral treaty with India,
which has been sitting with
Bangladesh since 2003, despite
several approaches from New Delhi
since June 2003 because of the extra-
dition clause.

In its present shape, the dralt
recommends sharing information
and evidence on suspects and
indtrumentsofterrorism.

If signed, the deal will also make
detained suspects available for
investigators across borders, request
forsearch and seizure ofinstruments
and proceeds of crimes and reining
in money laundering that has link
with terrorist activities within the
Saarcstates.

Both Dhaka and New Delhi
announced in June that they would
share information regarding terror-
ism, but no details on the nature of
theinformation were released.

Experts from the eight Saarc

states met in Colombo last month to
discuss the MLA treaty draft.
' India and Sri Lanka backed the
treaty in an experts group meeting in
March that was followed by substan-
tial talks during the 14th Saarc sum-
mitinNew DelhiinApril.

As of now, India has failed to
secure bilateral mechanisms with
other Saarc nations to cooperate in
this area even though it has similar
agreements with 25 other countries.

HOMESECYS FIRM ON
b CKINS Shbgr g
fome secretaries of Saare coun-

tries have expressed their determi-
nation to strengthen mutual assis
tance to check terrorism and trans-
border crimes, reports our corre-
spondentfrom New Delhi.

They also stressed the need for
better cooperation among police
organisations of member-
countries yesterday, the second

Ministers' conference in New
Delhi.

The need for strengthening
SaarcTerrorism Offence Monioring
Desk and Saarc Drug Offences
Monitorig Desk in Sri Lanka was
also discussed at themeeting.

The meeting also reviewed the
progress in implementing the
decisions of the first meeting of
Saarc home ministers held in
Dhakain May last year.

Meanwhile, police chiefs of
Saarc countries mooted the cre-
ation of a database to help security
agencies of member nations com-
bat terrorism, drug smuggling and
cyber crime on Tuesday, the first
day of the three-day meeting of
home ministers and senior officials
ofSaarcnations,

Representatives from eight
member countries stressed the
need for an effective institutional
mechanism for greater coordina-
tion and agreed on sharing infor-
mation among police organisa-
tions to check trans-bordercrimes.

Turkish
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met amid new international
appeals for restraint and signs that
Baghdad might hand some rebels
over to prevent a Turkish military
strike.

[ragi President Jalal Talabani
told Turkish Foreign Minister Ali
Babacan in Baghdad on Tuesday
that he "did not exclude the possi-
bility" of extraditing PKK militants,
aTurkish gavernment source said.

Babacan said Iraq should hand
over about 100 PKK members
whose names are on a list sent to
Baghdad earlier this year, the
source said, adding that the matter
would be discussed during talks
here Thursday with a visiting Iraqi
delegation.

President Abdullah Gul chaired
the National Security Council
meeting of top officers and senior
ministers to discuss options for
tackling the PKK, which has been
fighting for self-rule in southeast
Turkeysince 1984,

Ankara says it will not flinch
from military action if Iraq and the
United States fail to clamp downon
PKKbasesin northern [raqy.

Officials also raised the possibility
of economicsanctionsagainst Irag).

"We are the country with which
Traq has the largest trade. But this has
now become meaningless,” Foreign
Trade Minister Kursat Tuzmen said.
"We are keeping all our options

oper."
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Hearing on Koko
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Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) Deputy Director Johirul
Huda, investigation officer of the
graft case, on October 22 placed the
remand prayer before the Court of
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate,
Dhaka.

Earlier on September 3, Koko
was placed on a seven-day remand
for interrogation. But he was sent to
jail before completion of the
remanddue to hisillness.

The ACC filed the case on
September 2 against 13 people
includingKhaledaand Koka.

Khaleda was questioned on
October 11. Six former ministers of
her cabinet, bureaucrats and offi-
cials of Chittagong Port Authority,
Kamalapur ICD yard and Global
AgroTrade (Pvt) Co Ltd (Gatco] were
also questioned.

The team investigating the case
comprises taskforce members
Shamimur Rahman, Deputy
Commissioner of National Board of
Revenue Major Mustafa Kamal, CID
Inspector Nurul Islam and ACC
Deputy Director Johirul Huda. They
also examined the way a contractor
conducts container handling at the

yard.

HARRIS CHOWDHURY

Judge Mohammad Azizul Haque of

the Court of Metropolitan Sessions

Judge closed depaosition of wit-

nessesin the graftcase againsthim.
Afterrecording statements of the

investigation officer (10), the court .

set October 27 for hearing on argu-
ments of the case. Earlier, the court
recorded statements of 16 prosecu-
tion witnesses, including the com-
plainantofthecase.

On July 22, Monayem Hossain,
ACC assistant director and 10 of the
case, submitted the charge sheet
against Harris and Amin Badal, one

of Harris' accomplices.

Harris is on the run since joint
forces started clamping down on
thealleged corruptbigwigs.

The proceeding of the case
against Badal was earlier stayed on
anorder fromthe High Court.

The case was filed on March 25,
as Harris, allegedly throughabuse of
power, got a hold of a government
automobile belonging to National
Tea Company and later handed it
over to Badal. )

Harris was earlier convicted for
three years in connection with a
case filed for not submitting his
wealth statement to the ACC within
thedeadline.

He was also handed down three
years’ simple imprisonment for
pussessing illegal foreign and local
currenciesat his Gulshan residence.
BABARCASE
judgement of an arms case against
detained former state minister for
home affairs Lutfozzaman Babar
will bedelivered on October 30.

On completion of arguments
from the prosecution and the
defence on October 23, judge Sayed
Tahed Mansur of the Metropolitan
Special Tribunal-9 set the date for
verdict.

CU reopens
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“Our effort to bring back congenial
academic atmosphere on the
university campus will continue,”
hesaid. '

The university authorities
reopened the dormitories on
Monday.

The university was closed fol-
lowing a government order to shut
down all the public universities on
August22,

BSF chief in city
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other's territory through negotia-
tion between the two frontier
forces.

BDR has included on the
ugenda provocative gunshots and
barbaric attacks on innocent
Bangladeshis by BSF and Indian
nationals, intrusion of BSF and
Indian nationals, and attempts of
so-called "push-in" of Bangla-
speaking Indian nationals into
Bangladesh.

The BDR officials said they
would raise the issues of activities
of Bangladeshi crime suspects
from Indian territory, cross-border
smuggling oF Indiare deugs, weap-
onsand explosives, and "concerted
campaign” against the Bangladesh
border guards in Indian media
during the meeting.

Installation of permanent bor-
der demarcation pillars, BSF's
obstruction of installing and
repairing structures and roads,
cultivation inside Bangladesh
territory, the Indian side's con-
struction of military installations
and erection of barbed-wire fenc-
ing within 150 yards of the border
will alsosurface atthe talks.

The Indian délegation also
handed over a proposed agenda
that include alleged intrusion and
criminal activities of Bangladeshis
into Indian territory, border viala-
tlons by BDR soldiers, activities of
Bangladeshi extreme rightwing
elements and terrorists inside
India and intervention in India's
natural resources by Bangladeshi
nationals, the BDR officials said.

Other issues of the BSF agenda
include smuggling of Indian cur-
rency and livestock, alleged refuge
of Indian separatist elements

inside Bangladesh and smuggling
of weapons to Indian territory
through Bangladesh.

The agenda of the two forces
also feature counter allegations of
non-response to offer for flag
meetings, refusal of proposed joint
inspection ofborder pillars.

The two sides are likely to pro-
pose initiatives for building
friendly relations through sports
and cultural activities.

Yaba tablets

No more govt
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and this strengthens our resolve fora
democratic and prosperous
Bangladesh.”

The CA said his government
deeply appreciates the response they
have got from the UN system
towards consolidating the country's
democracy.

He mentioned with happiness
that UNDP came forward to support
the government's effort to prepare a
newvoterroll with photos.

The CA reaffirmed that
Bangladesh remained avowedly
commirted to the principles of the
United Nations. "We are among the
first few countries whose constitu-
tion makes an explicit reference to
UNCharter."

Duringthe 36 yearsof Bangladesh
statehood, the country never has
deviated from the commitments
made in the constitution, he
informed the function.

He said Bangladesh's position on
the issues of rights to self-
determination and peaceful resolu-
tion of conflicts has remained stead-
fast.

"Nowhere is our commitment to
multilateralism more apparent than
our consistent presence in the UN
peacekeeping operations. Since
1988, Bangladesh has participated in
over 30 peace missions in over 36
countries,” hesaid

"In cumulative terms we are the
world's largest peacekeepers - a
status that standsusapartfromother
membersofthe United Nations.”

Advisers to the caretaker govern-
ment, diplomats, some political
leaders, representatives of UN
organisations and distinguished

ersonalities attended the UN Day
nction.

Two songs were rendered on the
occasion.

Rokon Ud—Doula
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reasons of their complaint and taken
initiativesto uphold theirdignity.

"I believe that the BCS admin
cadres and magistrates will have no
discontentnow,” said Rokon.

"Whatever responsibility [ am
entrusted with, 1 shall work with 100
percent honesty and sincerity for the
government and the country,” he
added.

Asked if he has received any
contempt notice from Supreme
Court lawyer ZI Khan Panna, Rokon
said he received an envelope but had
notyetopenedit

"l hope that the issue will be
settled through dialogue as I have
already apologised to the chief jus-
ticeand the government,” he said.

Meanwhile, Panna's counsel
Advocate Asaduzzaman told the
UNB that he had heard about
Rokon's apology but is not aware of

FROM PAGE 1

credit cards, a passport and Tk memnﬂ:: rme:i:;gﬁ although
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Anisur and Prema admitted to p

reporters at Rab-1 office in Uttara
that they just work as carriers,
while Al Amin said he is a Yaba
addict.

Baby who claims to be third
among Waliur's three wives said
she does not know anything about
drugs trade. However, Rab officials
said Baby and Al Amin are Yaba
dealers.

With the latest arrests, Rab and
Department of Narcatics Control
(DNC) have so far arrested 16 peo-
ple who include private university
students and a music video model
since October 18,

Members of different intelli-
gence agencies* started quizzing
the six youths at the TFI yesterday
to learn every detail of the drugs
business, a top official of Rab said
asking not to be named.

Rab sources said the youths are
being interrogated carefully as they
seemed tobeill.

Dayee Khan Beer alias Chiku,
Mushfiqur Rahman Tamal, Sheikh
Ahed Shafiq, Salman Rahim
Juardar, Altal Akmal Kollal and
Mahmud Al Juberee alias Shanon
are now on a three-day remand.

Arrest warrant
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mentioned that they had earlier
submitted a writ petition to the
High Court (HC) challenging the
legality of the case.

They added that the court, after
hearing, granted ad interim bail to
Hasina in two cases filed with
Gulshan and Tejgaon police sta-
tions and also issued a rule upon
the government.

But the Supreme Court stayed
the HC order following a govern-
ment appeal and directed the HC
to dispose of the matter, said the
defence adding that the matter was
nowon the HC's cause list.

They appealed the court not to
pass any judgment on whether to
accept the charge sheet until the
HC disposes of the matter.

Opposing the defence plea, the
prosecution prayed for acceptance
of the charge sheet as the higher
court had not pass any order bar-
ring the acceptance of the charge
sheet.

Upon scrutinising the case
docket, the court rejected the
petition submitted by the defence
lawyers and issued the arrest war-
rant against Rehana and ordered
attachment ofher properties.

The court also directed the
authorities concerned to send a
copy of the arrest warrant and the
orderof property attachment to the
officer in charge (OC) of Gulshan
Police Station for implementation
ofits order.

On July 24, Gulshan Police
Station OC Obaidul Haque, also the
10 of the case, submitted the
charge sheet against Hasina,
Rehana and Selim to the court of
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate,

showing 24 people as prosecution
witnesses.,

‘Two more extortion cases and a
graft case were filed with Tejgaon
Police Station against the former
premier on April 9, June 13 and
September2.

Commanders
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and Cal (ret) Abu Osman
Chowdhury.

A number of freedom fighters
were presentat the function.

The forum opposed the govern-
ment decision to enrol Biharis
(stranded Pakistanis) as voters.

It decided to hold a convention
in the capital prior of the Victory
Day to mobilise public support for
itsdemands.

"It is very unfortunate to enrol
stranded Pakistanis as voters as
they still believe in Pakistan,”
Shafiullah said atthe function.

"Most of the Biharis were
involved in the killing of
Bangladeshis during the Liberation
War,” he pointed out.

CR Dutta said,” It is unfortunate
that freedom fighters are now,
divided...

We should remain united if we
want to bring anti-liberation forces
to trial."

Nuruzzaman said," Pro-
liberation forces will have to go
power to try those who had
opposed the LiberationWar."

Shawkat Ali urged the freedom
fighters to get united.

The forum would submit memo-
randums coptaining their
demands to the president, chief
adviser and army chiel.

contempt petition, the condition for
seekingapology to the chiefjusticein
writinghasnatyetbeendone.

Voter listing
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that academic activity is not ham-
pered.

EC Deputy Commissioner
Biswas Lutfor Rahman said the
voter registration with 1D cards in
the capital will beginon December 1
andcontinue until January31.

"Four hundred educational
institutions in the capital will be
used as voter registrationt centres,
The list of voter registration centres
will be announced tomorrow [to-
day] and the respective schoals and
colleges will also be informed then,”
hetold reparters.

Besides this, 33 server centres
will be opened with Mahanagar
Natta Mancha as the main server
centre, headded.

Mujumdar said the school
annual examinations will be held
between Novernber 24 to December
4. Some of the schools will have to
change their annual examination
schedules as all institutions are not
used as registration centre and the
processis notheld simultaneously.

He also said the ministry asked
the EC to postpone the voter regis-
tration task on December 10-11 as
juniorscholarship examinations are
settobeheldthen. -

Among others, Directorate of
Secondary and Higher Education
Director General Prof Nazim Uddin
and headmasters and principals of
different institutions in the capital
were present.

High profile
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January can be completed before
the polls.

Whether the government will
allow people on corrupt suspects'
list to take part in the city corpora-
tion elections, Matin said, "It's a
policy decision. I don't know what
the governmentwill decide.”

Regarding publication of 35
corrupt suspects in the fourth list
though the newspapers earlier
published 80 names which Matin
said was "almost correct’, the NCC
chiefsaid, "This was partone of the
list which was published on the
basisof meritoftheallegations."

Asked when the second part
may come out, he said "We can't
say it at the moment. We're much
more concerned about disposing
of the allegations we have in our
hands at the moment."

Matin replied in the negative
when he was asked whether there
would be any change in the list of
80.

Asked to comment on presence
of task force members at different
service providing institutions like
Rajuk, DCC and National Housing
Authority Bhaban, he said, "The
task force members are doing
whatever they need to do for the
sake ofinquiry and investigatior.”
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Detective quits probe
into Benazir blast

AP, Karachi

The senior detective leading the
investigation into the suicide attack
on Benazir Bhutto withdrew from
the case after the opposition leader
accused him of iuwR'r:ment in the
torture of her husband, a senior
official saidWednesday.

Ghulam Muhammad Mohtarem,
the home secretary of Sindh prov-
ince, said the government would
assemble a new team of investigators
for the October 18 attack in Karachi
by two suicide bombers on a truck
carrying Bhutto through a sea of
more than 150,000 supporters wel-
coming her back from more than
eightyearsin exile.

At least 136 people were killed,
raising doubts about Pakistan's
stability as it heads towand crucial
elections.

The government is battling mili-
tants based in the northwest, whereit
sent 2,500 troops into a remote valley
Wednesday to combat followers of a
militant cleric calling for Taliban-
style rule. But the cleric, Maulana
Fazlullah, appeared to be unrufiled,
and thousands of his supporters
gathered to hear him speakjusta few
miles from where the soldiers were
deployed.

Authorities have accused
Fazlullah of links to Islamabad's
radical Red Mosque, which was
stormed by army commandosin July
in an operation that left more than
100 peopledead.

hat incident and the deploy-
mentofarmy reinforcements to Swat
and the North Waziristan region
touched off a wave of violence that
hasleftmore than 1,000 peopledead.

Bhutto has blamed militants for
the atack on her but accused ele-
ments in the government and secu-
rity services of complicity and called
for international experts to help in
theinvestigation.

She specifically objected to
Manzar Mughal, a senior investiga-
torin theSindh province police force,
claiming he had been present while
her husband, Asif Ali Zardari, was
tortured in custody on corruption
chargesin 1999.

"The investigation team will be
formed anew after Manzur Mughal
disassociated himsell from the
investigation in view of the abjec-
tions raised by Benazir Bhutto on the
chief investigator's credentials,”
Mohtarem said.

Mohtarem said the provincial
government had no doubt about
Mughal's competency and profes-
sionalism, but said he had decided to
withdraw to protect the investigation
fromaccusations ofbius.

Government oifictals insist
Pakistani authorities can conduct a
thorough investigation without
outside help. Police sald frivestiga-
tors have held at least 15 pc()plcﬂr
questioning.

Some of those held were
wounded in the attack on Bhutto's
homecoming procession and were
picked up from local hospitals. None
are currently being treated as sus-
pects, a police investigator told The
Associated Press,

The investigator, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because he
wis not authorized to speak (o the
media, said around 15 or 16 people
were being held. He would not say
exactly where or share information
abouttheiridentities.

A second police investigator
confirmed that a number of people
were being questioned.

Autharities have said the artack
was likely carried out by two suicide
bombers. They have released a
picture showing the head of one of
the attackers but have yer to identify
him,

Security in the city remains high
after Bhutto claimed on Tuesday that
she had received a new death threat.
She said her lawyer received a letter
from an unidentified "friend of al-
Qaeda" threatening to slaughter her
"like agoat.”

The authenticity of the letter
could not be confirmed. Bhutto said
the writer claimed to be the leader of
the suicide bombers "and a friend of
al-Qaedaand OsamabinLaden."

Speaking at her heavily guarded
Karachi residence, Bhutto said her
opponents "are petrified that the
Pakistan People's Party will return (1o
power) and that democracy will
return.”

Bhutto, whose two governments
between 1988 and 1996 were toppled
amid allegations of corruption and
mismanagement, has returned to
contest parliamentary elections due
in January, after months of talks with
President Gen. Pervez Musharraf
thatcould see them working side-by-
sideinthenextgovernment,

With encouragement from
Washington, both are urg'mﬁ vaters
to support moderates willing to
battle rising religious extremisim.

The troops sent to the northwest
to combat followers of Fazlullah were
setting up checkpoints across Swat, a
mountain valley popular with tour-
ists until violence flared there this
summer, armyspokesman Maj. Gen.
Waheed Arshad said.

Militants responded by detonat-
ingaremote-controlled bomb neara
convoy heading into the valley late
Tuesday. Arshad said four soldiers
were lightly wounded and security
forces had detained sevensuspects.

Some 6,000 of Fazlullah's sup-
porters, many ing weapons,

ouredWednesdayinto a schoolyard
ess than six miles from where the
soldiers were deployed, vowing to
backthecleric.

Fazlullah, wearing a black turban
and with long, flowing hair,
addressed the crowd from the back of

a truck, a dozen armed men

deployed around him as body-
ards

"The government has made a
declaration of war," he said, accord-
ing to a local journalist who wit-
nessed the scene. "5 it a crime (o sit
in the home of Allah and to study the
Quran?"

Fazlullah is the leader of Tehrik
Nifaz-e-Sharia Mohammed, or
TNSM, a pro-Taliban militant group

that sent thousands of velunteers to
Afghanistan to during the US.-led
invaston in 2001,

Pakistan banned the ﬁrnup and
jailed TNSM's founder, Sufi
Muhammad, whe is also Fazlullah's

tather-in-law, in2002.

However, the group has re-
emerged this year in Swat and
Malakand, another impoverislied,
conservative region next to the
Afghan border where the govern-
ment provides few services.

As well as marshaling a band of
armed militants, Fazlullah has
reportedly used an FM radio station
to campaign against gitls education
and denounce a recent polio vacci-
nation as Western plot to sterilize
Muslimchildren.

Govt approves

FROM PAGE 1

After the meeting, Mainul told
reporters that there will be no crisis
of urea in the country and that if
there is any problem in distribu-
tion, the government will ke
necessarysteps.

Additional Secretary of the
industries ministry Ayub Mia said,
"We need to import nine lakh
tonne of urea to meet the demand
of the coming crop season. We have
already imported two lakh tonne
while import of another two lakh is
inthepipeline.”

He said a process to import more
urea verysoonisalsounderway:

The central bank issued the
circular to all commercial banks
following a request of the agricul-
ture ministry. The cireular said the
recent flood damaged a huge agri-
cultural product and it is urgent to
recover the loss by increasing
productionin the Irri-Boro season.

The BB requested the banks to
cooperate with fertliser traders,
considering their business rela-
tions with the banks, in opening
letters of credit (LC) for importing
TSPand MOP.

Gen Moeen

FROM PAGE 1

When Joy asked Moeen whether it
was possible or acceptable to bring
reforms in politics without paoliti-
cians, the Army chief replied, "The
Election Commission has initiated
political reforms to strengthen and
stabilise the foundations of
democracy." Leaders of various
political parties have supported
the reform initiative as it is a need
of changing times, Moeen added.

Responding to anothgr guery by
Joy on elections, Moeen said the
Election Comunission is responsi-
ble for holding elections and- he
was confident that the elections
watlld be held intimeas the project
for preparing voter (D cards is
already underway. :

In his address to the seminar,
Moeen said before the state of
emergency was declared in
Bangladesh, people were mur-
dered for political vengeance while
the country topped the corruption
lists and was hostage to individual
interests.

The military supported the
declaration of state of emergency
because the military is part of the
government, he said adding that
there is no alternative to elections
for restarting the demaocratic pro-
cess.

The governmentis on high alert
against human rights violations
and the allegations against some
military officials were immediately
investigated, Moeensaid.

Many people had suggested
imposing of martial law during the
political turmoil preceding January
11, Since Bangladesh Army
respects the democratic process,
the state of emergency was
declared instead, he added.

General Moeen left the US for
Chinalastnight.

China launches

FROM PAGE 1

6:05 pm (1005 GMT) from a launch
centre in southwestern China's
Sichuan province for what is slated
to be a one-year expedition to
explore and map the moon.

“The operation is normal,"
voices in the control room repeat-
edly said on the television broad-
castin the minutes shortlyalter the
launch.

After the rocket carrying the
satellite moved above the elouds
and out of television camera range,
the broadcast showed computer
simulation images of it heading
eastover Taiwan.

The expedition, costing 1.4
billion yuan (184 million dollars),
kicked off a programme that aims
to land an unmanned rover on the
moon's surface by 2012 and put a
manon the moonbyabout2020.

It came after Japan last month
launched its first lunar probe and
ahead of a similar mission planned
byIndia for next year.

China has hailed the lunar
orbiter as the third major mile-
stone event for the nation's space
programme, after developing
rockets and satellites since the
1970s and sending men into orbit
in 2003 and 2005.

The first crucial stage during the
satellite's 380,000-kilometre
(235,600-mile) journey to the
moon will be leaving Earth's orbit
onOctoberdl.

It is then slated to enter a lunar
orbit on November 5and transinit
firstimages of the moon to Barth in
late Movember.



