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Impassioned seminar

Clarion call for recovering
the Santal roots

Dr Marin Kampchen (C) speaks at the seminar

FAavza HAQ

ITE continuation of the
seminar at the Mother
Language Festival on "San-

tal life and culture” saw its culimi-
nation at the Goethe-Institut pre-
mises on October 20,

Speaking on the occasion were
Dr Marin Kampehen, a scholar and
social worker and senior members
of the Santal community -- Boro
Baski, Gokul Handsa and Sanyasi
Lohar. The programme was
rounded off afier sunset with a
dance and song extravaganza,

whichwaswellworth watching,

Dr Kampchan said that the
Santals prevailed in West Bengal,
Jharkand and Orissa, and also
throughout Bangladesh. He him-
self had come to live in India 25
years ago, near Shantiniketan, The
Indian Santals who came for the

occasion of the seminar have been .

with him for some time too.
DrKampchen talked about Sona
Muram, as an example, who was a
schoolchild, and learnt much with
exchange of ideas and opinions,
like the rest of the other Santals
who worked with him. Sona began
an evening class with children,
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There were dropouts often due Lo
the lack of knowledge of Bangla, as
their commandwas over the Santal
language only. Boro Baski and
GokulITandsa played an important
1ole in this, Dr Kampchen said.
Apart from the language of the
Santals their traditional songs and
danceswere also encouraged,

His co-workers also taught the
discipline of planting trees and
developed a nursery, thus trying to
improve the ecology. Dr Kampchen
also looked into medical care, as
were necessities during emer-
gency.

He said that Santals aimed at a

Cwell,

life of simplicity and contentment,
he himself playing the role model

for the lacal Saitals. Tie added that

people came from Lurope and
parts of India to witness the Santal
culture flourishing at the two vil-
lages in India, and later spread. the
news of its success, “This was not
tourism, he emphasised but devel-
opment of empathy for the Santals.
Thus, there was an intemational
empathy for the Santals,” he con-
cluded.

Boro Baski added "The Santals
have one of the oldest cultures in
the world. People sometimes
comment cruelly that they are
intellectually backward and that
they fail‘to keep up with the maod-
ern drive for better life'. As aresult,
the young ones are pushed to give
up their ancestral ways, English is
promoted, and eventually the
Santal language is often forgotten.
Young Santals often get good jpbs
but eventually, tend (o forget or
overlook their roots. It's not
enough to know about the world
outside, I believe,”

Santals from West Bengal and
Bangladesh danced together in
unison, with mirth and fervour, at
the finale of the seminar, Theyused
flutes, dhol, madol and the harmo-
nium. The ghungrue (ankle bells)
added 1o the tempo. There was
hearty and passionate singing by
bath the adults and youngsters, as
1.-All the rejoicing was ample
proof of the Santal quest for pris-
tine life. The performers wore
dhori, sari, wrbans, feathers in
their hair and also llowers, in case
of the female performers. Flashing
red and green spotlights played up
the festivity on stage.

Rita Ganguly

Runa Laila

~ A complete canvas of subcontinental music

Tahira Syed

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Dethi

For thefirst tiime, there was a triangular fusion of
music from Bangladesh, India and Pakistan here
last week when eminent singers from the three
countries Runa Laila, Rita Ganguly and Tahira
Syed respectively, shared the dais at the Siri Fort
auditorium,

Together, the three ladies lent their voices to
singing the hugely popular and foot-tapping
number Damadam Mast Qalandar and the
mellifluous voices of the trio mesmerised the
audience at the funclion organised by the
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Indian Council for Cultural Relations and the
IndianWomen Press Corps.

Tahira Syed is the daughter of legendary
singer Malika Pukhraj. A qualified lawyer in
Lahore, herfirstlove however remains music,

At 2 media interaction later, she spoke on a
range of subjects including her carcer as a

singer, the political situation in Pakistan under
Perver, Musharral and cultural affinities in the

Indian sub-continent.

HRuna Laila needs no introduction 1o the
Indian audience havingsungin so many Bengali
and Hind movies, be it ghazal, pop or adhunik

SOMES.

Rita Ganguly is a ghazal, thunni and dadra
exponent with her specialty being the fusion of
ghazal with sufiana kalam. Ganguly trained
under the legendary artiste Begum Akhtas, the
'Queen of Ghazals',

While itis common for singers from India and
Pakistan to come together, the rare presence of
Runa Laila onsuch an occasion helped complet -
ing the canvas of music in the subcontinent. It
was but natural that the conlluence of their
talents left the audience spellbound long alter
the function was over.

TV Watch

Adaptation of Jasimuddin's
“Kabor” on ATN Bangla

CuLTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Yalli-kobi Jasimuddin's poignant
clegy Kabor has been adapted
several times for theatre and
dance-drama. Now actor-director
Shahiduzzaman Selim is making a
single episode TV play based on
Kabor,

In the play, through a 'dramatic
monologue’, a grandfather --
looking over his wife's grave --
natrates the tragic expericnces of
losing near and dear ones 1o his
grandson,

The sole intention however, is

E

Ascene from Kabor

not just to narrate stories ol “death”.
The elderly characler also
emphasises his passion for the

loved oncs. And these cherished

memories as well as his emotions
at the parting of the family mem-
bers have been presented in flash-
back scences.

On the reason behind the adap-
tation, Selim said, "Khorshed Alam
(producer of the play) approached
me to help him in making a video
forarecitation of Kabor. Toffered to
makea TVplayinstead.”

"Making a TV play based on
familiar literary works like Kahor

can be quite challenging. Synchro-
nising the thythm of the poem with
the dramatisation was tough.
However, I have tried to maintain
the authenticity of the poem. ['ve
added a scene in the beginning of
the play -- an elderlyman taking his
grandson Lo his native village -- 1o
make it relevant to the urban view-
ers. Syed Musharraf has written the
script,” said Selim.

Litu Anam, Khorshed Alam, Lara
Lotus, Didan and others play the
leadrolesin Kabor.

Kaborwill be aired on November
2at8pmon ATN Bangla.

Out soon, James Bond stamps!

Britain's national postal service, Royal Mail, has
unveiled a set of stamps that feature the covers of lan

Fleming's Bondnovels.

The stamps will go on sale from Jonuary 8, ntxt year
to mark 100 years of theauthor'sbirth.

Six of the 14 Bond novels written by Fleming will be
depicted on the stamps, which are Casino Royale, Dr
No, Goldfinger, Diamonds Are Forever, Por Your Eyes

Only, and From Russia With Love.

“Ttis a privilege for Tan Fleming's novels to be cele-
brated by the Royal Mail special stamps’ programme.
Tnmes Bond onnce againin the service of his queen and
country: the firstof many new adventures in 2008,
Telegrapdquoted Corinne Turmer of Tan Fleming Publi-

cations assaying,

Julietta Edgar, Head of Royal Mail Special Stamps,
Fictional heroes don't come imuch more [amous
than James Bond, so it's entitely appropriate that we
start our 2008 special stamp programime by honouring

said: ™

his ereator, Ian Fleming.”

Fans of the suave agent will also get to read a new

“the

James Bond novel titled Derdl May Care, written by
Sebastian Faulks, next year,

Source: Intemnet

George Lucas plannmg "Star Wars" TV series

AV, Los Angeles

The Force may soon be coming to atelevision near you.

George Lucas is planning a live-action television series
spin-off of the Star Wars film franchise.

Lucas told The Los Angeles Times he has “just begun work”
on the series, which will not include the films' major charac-
ters Luke Skywalker or DarthVader.

“The Skywalkers aren't in it, and it's about minor charac-
ters,” Lucas told the Times,

Lucas wouldn't reveal details, but joked that the series
would beabout “thelife of robots.”

Lucas, 63, already has another television series in the
waorks. Lucasfilm Animation has been working for months on
the computer-animated StarWars: The Clone Wars,
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OnChannel-i at 8:20 pm
Mega Serial

Casl: Diti, Ishita
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From Dusk Till Dawn
On Star Movies at8:35 pm
Genre: Action/Thriller

Cast: George Clooney, Quentin Tarantino
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Radio Foorti 88 0 FM
07:00am  Hello Dhaka (Apu}
14:00am  Asmnar 88,0 (Nustat)
03:00pm  Dhaka Calling (Sakib)
07:00pm  Seven Eleven (Sadia)
11:00pm  Lale Night Shew
(Shuen)
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