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Hamilton keeps DISASTER FOR HAMILTON, ALONSO
a brave face
AFP, Sao qua

Lewis Hamilton and his father
Anthony reacted with dignity and
optimism on Sunday after seeing
Kimi Raikkonen secure one of the
most unexpected and dramatic
world championships of modern
times.British rookie Hamilton, 22,
had led the title race for nearly all of
the season but he was finally
beaten by a faulty gearbox in the
final race, Sunday's Brazilian
Grand Prix, when he could finish
onlyseventh.

But he swallowed his disap-
pointment and hailed his rookic
season as ‘phenomenal’ and then
pledged to bounce back and fight
again forthe titlein future.

The young British sensation,
who broke every record for a rookie
driverin F1, held the pointslead for
most of the season and looked
certain to become the youngest
world champion before losing out
by just one point in the season
finale.

Tic said: "Obviously 1 am pretty
disappointed with the result today,
having lead for so much of the
season and then not to win the
championship.

"But I have to put the result into
perspective: this is only my first
year in Pormula One and overall it
has just been phenomenal. I am
still very young and have plenty
more years in me to achieve my
dream of becoming world cham-
pion."

He added:' "1 have to thank
absolutely everyone in the team for
everything they have done for me
this year, without them and all their
hard work 1 wouldn't have even
beeninthis position today.”

His father Anthony said: "None
of us are in pain, trust me, We feel
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Ferrari's Finnish driver Kimi Ralkkonen, who came from behind to beat both McLaren drivers Lewis Hamilton and
Fernando Alonso, proudly holds aloft his Formula 1 drivers championship trophy during the podium party at
Interlagos in the Brazilian Grand Prix in Sao Paulo on Sunday.

Kimi conjures up title

AFP, Sao Panlo

K i m. i
Raikkonen
won the 2007

h Formula One
drivers world championship here
Sunday for Ferrari when he pro-
duced a flawless Tun to victory in
the Brazilian Grand Prix.

The 'ice-man’ from Finland
drove superbly to grab the 15th win
of his career and his sixth this year
ahead of his Ferrari teammate and
local hero Felipe Massa.

"I always belicved we could
recover from our poor results and
do abetter jobthan our rivals,” said
Raikkonen. "So I never gave up and
it was a great result for me and the
team.

"Twasn't really 100 per cent sure
of what was happening at the end
as we were still waiting for stiil to
finish - I had to wait a long time 10
hear that Thad finally wonit.

"I waited and waited. It was
amazing for me thatafter all thelast
races we have had such a good
finish to the season and [ am very
happy now,

"It is great to win both champi-
onships and 1 thank the whole
team for that, for all their hard
work, and Felipe, too. It was perfect
team-work.

"Igotavery good start and  was
side by side with Felipe and we did
not want to race each other and the
main thing for me was to pass
Hamilton - and thenhe went off.

"It is very difficult for me to put
inwords how I feel now," he said. "1
did not have the best start to my
racing because my family had

nothing and we needed a lot of
help.

"1 have to very big thanks to the
team because 1 have loved my life
in this team this year. 1 enjoy
Formula One so much more now
than I did in the last few years. Now
Twilltryto doitagain next year."

Defending double drivers world
champion Fernando Alonso of
Spain finished third in his McLaren
and ended up sharing second place
in the drivers' title race with his
teammate Lewis Hamilton.

The luckless 22-year-old British
rookie, who began the day four

points ahead of Alonso and seven |

in front of Raikkonen, lost ground
at the start, falling back from sec-
ond to fourth on the opening lap
and then plummeting to 18th on
lap sevenwhen he suffered gearbox
problems.

But he stormed back to finish in
seventh place and score two points
when he needed at least two more
to make history by being the first
rookic tolift thetitle.

McLaren boss McLaren boss
Ron Dennis was stoical in defeat,
saying: "At difficult moments like
this you've just got to have a sport-
ing attitude. It was so close we
needed just one car to stop. Its hard
to find the right words but T think
thewhole teamhas done a goodjob
all year. We have to be proud of
their achievements, we've got to be
positive and sporting and Jook
forward to nextyear."

German-born Nico Rosberg, the
son of the original flying Finn Keke
Rosberg, came fourth for Williams
ahead of Poland's Robert Kubica
and German Nick Heidfelt in the

two BMW Saubers.

The drivers title race ended with
Raikkonen on 110 points and
Alonso and Hamilton both on 109
attheend of the first three-way title
battle for 21 years.,

Massa said: "It was a brilliant
team pefromance by Ferrari even
though 1 came here unfortunately
unable to fight for the title.

"But I am very happy for Kimi
and I am glad for theicam. Thope 1
will one day win a titie myself too!
This shows the great reliability of
the team and that we are great
champions and also, well, with the
Spy Story this year, it is a good way
to show everyone by winning both
championships.”

There was drama from the start
when Brazilian Massa pulled clear
from his ninth pole position into
the lead followed by Ferrari team-
mate Raikkonen, in the process
squeezing Hamilton out of the way.

The move of the two Ferraris
‘meant that Hamilton was held up
bechind them and this allowed
Alonso through to take third place
as they battled down through the
SennaSbend.

The crowd went wild at secing
Massa lead but it all went sadly
wrong for Hamilton as he was
forced off the circuit on the open-
ing lap and after running across a
green painted run-off area he
rejoined down in eighth place.

It looked almost impossible for
him to fight back as he ran behind
the leading group, but he worked
his way back up to seventh before
being hit by a gear sclection prob-
lem.

His car slowed alarmingly for

British fans and he slipped down Lo
18th place and a long way from not
only the points, but possibly the
world title.

At the front Massa sped clear
followed by Raikkonen whilst there
was carnage clsewhere with Italian
Giancarlo Fisichella in his Renault
rejoining from an off track excur-
sion only to he driven into from
behind by Sakon Yamamoto of
Japaninaspyker.

Hamilton somehow solved his
problems and regained his speed
as he pushed his way through the
field, rising from 18th to 11th with
some supreme passing moves and
fastdriving,

The leaders began to dive into
the pits to stop for fresh tyres and
fuel after lap 20, Massa leading the
way ahead of Raikkonen who led
therace foralap untilhe also pitted
onelaplater.

This left the defending cham-
pion Alonso out in front for a lap
but he also pitted and after the first
round of stops the field reassem-
bled with Massa leading Raikkonen
and then Alonsoat the front.

Hamilton pitted after 22 laps
and rejoined in 14th place from
where he fought tigerishly to make
up places, passing Brazilian

" Rubens Barrichello with a sweep-

ingand aggressive dive through the
Senna$hbendsonlap 28.

This hoisted Hamilton into 12th
place but he was 50 scconds
behind the leader Massa who was
running two seconds ahead of
Raikkonen with Alonso down in
third 19 seconds adrift.

On lap 30, therc was more
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Biggies aim to qualify

A¥P, Paris

European giants
Barcelona,

United and
Arsenal can all
take a huge step
towards qualify-
ing for the Champions League
knock-out phase if they win their
respectivematches onTuesday,

All three have a perfect six
points from their first two matches
and another victory will leave them
virtually assured of progression.

United face arguably the tough-
est task with a trip to the Ukraine
capital to face Dynamo Kiev, a task
made all the more difficult due toa
host of injury problems that sees
the likes of Gary Neville, Owen
Hargreaves and Louis Saha certain
to miss out and Nemanja Vidic
doubtful.

Manager Sir Alex Ferguson did
get the chance to test key winger
Cristiano Ronaldo, though, during
Saturday's 4-1 thrashing of Aston
Villa, meaning the mercurial talent

- Manchester ™

should be fresh and raring to go in
Kiev.

United also have England
striker Wayne Rooney in fine form
following his double strike against
Villa and a spectacular goal in
England's 2-1 defeat in Russia in a
Euro 2008 qualifier.

Most worrying for United is
Vidic's absence as he is still strug-
gling from a blow to the head he
received against Wigan two weeks
ago.
Ferguson admitted: "Vidic is a
doubt for Tuesday. He is still feeling
some reaction to the knock he got
against Wigan and in that situation
you can't take achance.

"He will be close but I'm not so
sure he will be ready to play in
Kiev,"

Kiev are bottom of Group F after
losing their first two games - 2-0 at
Roma and 2-1 at home to Sporting
Lisbon, teams United beat 1-0.

In London, Arsenal take on
Slavia Praguc with manager Arsene
Wenger admitting that last year's
painful defeat to PSV Eindhoven in
the knock-out stages is motivating

histeam this timearound.

"The big frustration in our
throats is howwe went out last year
against PSV Eindhoven," Wenger
said. "That frustration is still very
lively.

"To get that out, T do not think
we will have any chance to relax
against teams like Slavia Prague
because we have been knocked out
lastseason by PSV.

"We have a year's more experi-
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ence now and have a squad which
is really of a very good level, where
everybodycan play.”

Argenal lead group H by three;
points from Slavia and Sevilla,
meaning a victory for them would
almost certainly be enough to
progress.

They have Robin van Persie
currently sidelined through injury,
meaning Wenger may turn Lo
Fnglish teenager Theo Walcott for
some attacking spark, following the
forward's star showing against
Bolton as a substitute at the week-
end.

"He has found the injection of
pace he had before and he uses his
body better,” Wenger said. "When
you see what he brings when he
cameon, youare very excited.”

In group E Barcelona travel to
Glasgow to face Rangers, who like
the Catalans boast a perfect record
from their first two matches.

Barca are missing some key
players such as Samuel Eto'o, Deco,
Yaya Toure and GianlucaZambrotta
and are heading into the game off
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FIORENTINA DAZZLE, MILAN FIZZLE

Del Piero rescues Juve

AFP, Rome

Veteran talisman
Alessandro Del
| Piero scored 10
minutes from
| half-time to give
uvenius a vital
1-0 victory over
Genoa on Sunday and three points
that keeps them hot on the tails of
feaders Inter Milan.

They now trail the reigning
champions by just three points,
having moved back above
Fiorentina into second place after
the Viola's dazzling 3-0 victory over
Siena in the Tuscan derby earlier in
the day had briefly propelled them
intosecond.

However it was a miserable day
for European Champions AC Milan
wholost 1-0 athome to Empoliand
have now slipped to 10 points off
the pace set by champions and
bitter city rivals Inter, who won 1-0
atRegginaon Saturday.

Del Piero had signed a new
coniract extension until 2010
earlier in the week and he settled
the affair with a crisp right foot
volley from six yards following a
cross from fellow veteran Pavel
Nedved.

The Czech midfielder was later
sent off, though, after the final
whistle for appearing to elbow
Abdoulay Konko while coach
Claudio Ranieri was also shown red
forswearing atthe match officials.

Alongside Inter, Fiorentina
remain the only unbeaten team left
in the league and it was a spectacu-
lar goal from Giampaolo Pazzini
that set them on their way after a
quarter of an hour.

Franco Semioli sent the ball 10
Pazzini who chested it down and
thrashed home a stunning volley
from the edge of the area in almost

asingle movemnent.

Just after the half hour mark,
Romanian international striker
Adrian Mutu doubled the home
side's advantage after Pazzini
backhealed the ballinto his path.

Siena have never won this fix-
ture in the top flight and this match
was to be no different with veteran
former Italy striker Christian Vieri
adding the third on 71 minutes
havingreplaced Pazzind,

"We got off to a good start, kept

the team tight and avoided long
balls. Giampaolo Pazzini plays with
great determination and gave the
side depth," said coach Cesare
Prandelli, "Are we in the title race?
We just want to keep up this kind of
performance.”

In Milan the hosts' dreadful
home form continued with this
surprise defeat. Milan had already
drawn three matches at the San
Siro before Iosing there for the first
time this season.

Hot on the heels of their 5-1
demolition of Lazio in Rome last
week, this was a case of coming back
down to earth with more than just a
bump for Carlo Ancelotii'smen.

Luca Saudati scored the winner
10 minutes after the break and at
the full-time whistle the Rossneri
were booed off the pitch.

Ancelottisaid afterwards thathe
would confront his team over their
poorhomerecord.
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ning goal during their thumping victory intheir Serie A clash againstrivals Sienaat the Florence Stadium on Sunday.
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GOAL OF THE SEASON CONTENDER: Fiorentina striker Giampaolo Pazzini (R) strikes a superb volley to score a stun-

UEFA slash
Dida ban

INTERNET, undated

AC Milan goalkeeper Dida has had
his ban following the Champions
League game with Celtic in

Glasgow Teduced by UEFA To one ™

match,

The Brazilian was initially
handed a two-match suspension
after his theatrics following a Celtic
fan's encroachment onto the pitch
during the 2-1 defeat at Celtic Park.

But the club confirmed that
penalty has been reduced, mean-
ing Dida will miss only
Wednesday's game against
Shakhtar Donetsk.

A statement on Milan's official
website, www.acmilan.com, read:
"UEFA have partially accepted
Milan's appeal by reducing from
two to one the match ban given to
Nelson Dida following the episodes
in Glasgow.

"The Rossoneri goalkeeper will
not be available for Wednesday's
game at the San Siro against
Shakhtar Donetsk but he will be
available to play in Donetsk on
November6."
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Substitution
'hurt' Gerrard

INTERNET, undated

Steven Gerrard was ‘hurt and
disappointed' to be substituted in
the Merseyside derby on Saturday.

Gerrard was taken off with 20
minutes to go of Liverpool's 2-1
win at Goodison Park, and was
clearly baffled at Rafa Benitez's
decision.

However, Benitez explained
that he took Gerrard off because he
wantedmore controlin midfield.

After the match he said: "In this
game, sometimes you need to play
with the brain and we were playing
with heart. We needed to keep the
balland pass theball."

But Gerrard told the Liverpool
Echo: "T'm alocallad so the derby is
really important to me and I would
have liked nothing better than to
play the full game and to be on the
pitchwhenwe got the winner.

"But as it turned out Twas taken
off and Lucas Leiva who replaced
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Unlikely backing
for Lehmann

INTERNET, undated

Arsenal goalkeeper Jens Lehmann
has received backing from an
unlikely source, with Bayern
Munich general manager Uli
Hoeness singing his praises at the
weekend.

It was Hoeness who bitterly
fought with the German Football
Association (DFB) to get Oliver
Kahn picked as Germany's number
one for the last Woirld Cup - a battle
he eventually lost as Lehmann got
the nod from Jurgen Klinsmann,

However, now Kahn is off the
scene, Hoeness seems (o be throw-
ing his weight behind Lehmann in
the race for the number one jersey
at next year's European
Championships.
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Afletico Madrid teen sensation Kun Aguero (C) tries to sneak his way In between Real Zaragoza defenders Sergio
Fernandez (L) and Carlos Diogo during their Primera Liga match at the Vicente Calderon Stadium in Madrid on Sunday.

Atletico rip Zargoza apart

AFP, Madrid

Atletico Madrid
got their painful
Barcelona defeat
out of their
system crushing
Furopean rivals
Real Zaragoza 4-
Oon Sunday.

A first league
- ! goal from Luis
Garcia, signed from Liverpool in
the summer, a brace from
Argentine Maxi Rodriguez and a
Diego Forlan strike clinched a
comfortable win as Atletico moved
uptosixth.

Tt was sweet revenge for Atletico
as Zaragoza beat them home and
away last season and ousted them
for sixth place and the final UEFA
Cupspot.

Before the match Atletico coach

Javier Aguirre complained that his
South American stars were shat-
tered after travelling on interna-
tional duty but there was no sign of
jetlagastheyset the carlypace.

With just ten minutes gone
Forlan picked out a precise pass for
Garciawho made nomistake with a
calmside-footed finish,

Forlan, boughtas areplacement
for Fernando Torres, then got on
the scoresheet himself with a first-
time lob on 34 minutes for his third
goal of the scason.

Rodriguez then stole the show
scoring twice and was delighted with
theresultand the performance.

"We played well and two goals is
obviously great for me," said
Rodriguez. "We are a good team
andwe showed thattoday.”

Intertoto Cup winners Atletico
are in UEFA Cup action on
Thursday when they travel to

Locomotive Moscow for their first
group match.

Getafe are also in UEFA Cup
action on Thursday against
Tottenham Hotspur and they
bolstered confidence registering
their first win of the season with a
2-0victory over Murcia on Sunday.

Getafe, cup finalists and a cred-
itable ninth last scason, have strug-
gled since losing coach Bernd
Schuster to Real Madrid in the
surmmmer but the Madrid-based side
took a step in the right direction
with a much-needed win, although
theystill liein the relegation zone.

Substitute Kepa, who was later
sent off, opened the scoring in the
54th minute and Francisco Casero
added a second five minutes later
to clinch the points.

Getafe, managed by former
Barcelona and Real great Michael
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Rangers eye Barca scalp

AFP, Glasgow

Rangers can
stun Barcelona
in Glasgow on
Wednesdayifthe
players believe
in themselves -

! according to the
Scottish side’s manager Walter
Smith.

The 1brox side's boss has
already masterminded two shock
Champions League wins - a 2-1
triumph at home to Stuttgart and
an emphatic 3-0 success away to
Lyon-in GroupE.

Avictory athome to the Spanish
superstars, however, would top
anything Rangers have achiceved in
European competition for many
years.

Smith admits his developing

team have no pedigree at this level
but he feels they are improving all
the time and that they can get a
result on Wednesday if thev have
theself-belicftodo so.

The Rangers manager said: "So
farwehave exceeded expectations in
taking six points from our opening
two games but, with respect to
Stuttgart and Lyon, playing
Barcelonaisawhole newlevel again.

"We are a new team who have
just came together and are tryingto
develop and the players deserve
enormous credit for winning their
opening two Champions League
matches.

"But who is to say we can't
continue that and go even further
todowellagainst Barcelona.

"Most clubs in the Champions
League have had some success,
We've not won anything yet which

is unusual, but it’s not the players'
fault.

"Soitwill be vital forus to have a
high level of confidence and a
belief that we deserve to be on the
same pitch as them."”

The task facing Rangers cannot
be overestimated, with Barcelona's
side filled with some of football's
greatest talenis - Ronaldinho,
Thicrry Henry, Lionel Messi and
Samuel Eto'o tonamea few.

However, the Throx side's previ-
ous two Champions League victo-
ries, coupled with Scotland's inter-
national victories over France and
Ukraine, has shown anything is
possiblein football.

On the other-hand, there is now
less chance of Barcelona underesti-
mating the task facing them in
Glasgow,
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