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Controversial Wolfshurg striker Ashkan Dejagah points towards the travelling contingent after scoring a goal in their Bundesliga match against Hanover 36

atthe AWD Arenain Hanover on Sunday.

Jol berates
Magpies

INTERNET, undated

Martin Job believes Tottenham's
success over the last two seasons
means it is impossible (o compare
them to Newcastle, their oppo-
nents onMonday evening.

Pundits have grouped the two
clubs together in the clutch of
fearns looking to qualify for Europe
and eventually break into the top
four of the Barclays Premier
League,

Jol feels that consccutive top-
five finishes mean Spurs have
already reached the heights that
redmssuch as Newcastle aspireto.

"We had European football for
the last two years and they didn't,"
fol said. "Why would they be in the
sameboat?

"It would be fantastic for them if
they were in the first six or seven -
playing  European foothall next

seasan -would.be a good achieye- |-
_mentforthem.

"We already did that twice soit's
different. We are in the group stages
of the UEFA Cup and they would
love todothatas well."

Jol added: "It's always about the
end of the season. We finished
above all the other teams including
Holton.

“The only conclusion you can
make over the last couple of years is
that teams like Aston Villa,
Manchester City - they would be
delighted o bein the top six.”

Dutchman Jol has defied the
odds to keep his job at White Hart
Lane, although they will stay in the
bottom three if they do not pick up
i point or more at St James' Park
tonight.

Spurs appeared set to change

_  their manager after their infamous

meeting with Juande Ramas, then
after defeat to Arsenal a month ago
itwaswidelyreported Jol's position
would be reviewed during the
international break.

They have not been defeated
since their rivals beat them, and it
is Jose Mourinho and Sammy Lee
who have been the managerial
casualties in the top flight so far.
The international break last week
passed with Jol doing his usual
workatSpurs Lodge.

Karlsruhe spurn big chance

AFP, Herlin

Karlsruhe
missed a golden
chance to go
second in the
Bundesliga
behind runaway
leaders Bayern
Munich as they
were held toa 0-
0 draw at home to Arminia
Bielefeld onSunday.

Both sides missed chances to
snatch three points and a win
would have put last season's sec-
ond division champions Karlsruhe
secand, but the draw keeps them
fourth behind Werder Bremen and
Hamburg.

There was some crazy football at
tianover as local rivals VIL
Wolfsburg held them to a 2-2 draw
onSunday.

Brazilian midfielder Marcelinho
opened the scoring on 21 minutes
for WallSburg before Serfio Pima
put Hanover level eight minutes
later.

Wolfsburg responded immedi-
ately with Germany Under-2]
international Ashkan Dejagah
scoringless thana minute later.

But Hanover's German
defender Michael Tarnat struck
with a header on 34 minutes as the
sides ground out a second-half
draw.

On Saturday, Bayern Munich
extended theirlead at the wpofthe
Bundesliga to six points as they
came from behind to beat VIL
Bochum2-1.

Germany Under-21 striker
Dennis Grote had given the home
side an early lead on 11 minutes
until French star Franck Ribery
equalised after 35 minutes with a
deft touch as he flicked Miroslav
Klase's pass past the diving
Bochumkeeper.

And midfielder Bastian
Schweinsteiger came off the bench
o hitthe winner on 78 minutes.

Hamburg striker Ivica Olic, |
" smashed a fiese-hall hat-trick o

juse 28 first-half minutes as his side
hammered 10-man ViB Stutigart 4-

1 togo third.

This was the champions’ eighth
defeat in 11 games to leave them
13th in the league, while Hamburg
are now upto third.

Werder Bremen claimed second
place with a convincing 3-2 home
winover Hertha Berlin.

And last season's runners-up
Schalke (4 were held 1-1 at Hansa
Rostock as striker Gerald Asamoah
scored on 33 minutes for the Royal
Blues before defender Marc Stein
equalised for the hosts.

German Cup holders
Nuremberg lifted out of the bottom
three after picking up their firstwin
in 10 games when they hammered
Eintracht Frankfure5-1 while Bayer
Leverkusen drew 2-2 with Borussia
Dortmund.

Duisburg enjoyed a 2-1 win at
bottom side Energie Cottbus on
Friday night as Bosnian midfielder
lvica (;rl!c smashed home his free-

 kick late in. the second-half as the

visitors picked up only their third
winofthe season.

MU leave nothing to chance

AFP, Kiev

Manchester
United are leav-
ing nothing to
chance as they
aim to toke a
huge stride

g towards the
Champions League's first knock-out
round with a win at Dynamo Kievon
Tuesday.

Unbeaten Group F leaders
Manchester United flew to the
Ukraine at the weekend to give their
side maximum rest after Saturday's
4-1 Premier League win over Aston
Villa.

. A third consecutive win would
virtually guarantee Sir Alex
Ferguson's side a place in the knock-
outstages.

French striker Louls Saha will be
miissing for Tuesday’s game in Kiev
with a long-term knee problem while
centre back Nemanja Vidic remains
doubtful.

But tnited have England striker
Wayne Hooney in fine form after he

scored twice against Villa as well as
producing a tap-cliss serike in last
week's Euro 2008 qualifier defeat
against Russiain Moscow.

United will assess Vidic's condi-
tion on Monday before deciding
whether he joins up with the rest of
thesquad in the Ukraine.

The centre-back missed
Sarurday's clash with Villa because
he was still suffering from a blow to
the head he received against Wigan
twoweeksago.

Fergusan admitted: "Vidic is a
doubt for Tuesday. He is still feeling
some reaction to the knock he got
against Wigan and in that situation
you can'trake achance.

"He will he close but I'm not 50
sure hewill be ready to play in Kiev.”

The United manager is taking
nothing for granted ahead of the trip
to Kiev and the eam flew to the
Ukraine a day earlier than normal,
taking theirown chefs and dieticians
with them,

"The travel is always the biggest
worry in these situations,” said
Ferguson.

"Ukraine is further away than
mostotherjourneysaround Europe.

Dynamo welcome United to the
83,450-cupacity NCS Olympiyskiy
Stadium seeking to revive their
prospects following a poor start to
this season’s UEFA Champions
League as they search for their first
groupstagewirr.

Senegal defender Pape Diakharte,
Guinea forward Ismael Bangoum
and Ukraine midfielder Taras
Mykhalyk are all back from injury
and are expected to play, while coach
[osef Saho will be without injured
forward Serhiy Rebrov.,

Dynamo warmed up for Tuesday
night with a 1-0 win over strugglers
Zakarpattia on Saturday in the
Ukrainian Championship.

But Kiev are hottom of Group F
after losing their first two games -
2.0 at Roma and 2-1 at home to
Sporting.

United are top with six points
ahead of the ltalians and
Portuguese who have three from
their two matches,

'Kaka deserves

. K3 Footbal

AGENCIES, Rome

AC Milan chief Adriano Galhani
claimed Sunday that the club's
Brazilian playmaker Kaka
deserves to be named world
playerofthe vear.

Kaka has already received one
award this season for being the
best player during last season's
Champions League, where AC
Milan emerged victorious.

And now he is the big favourite
to be awarded the Ballon d'Or
(now knows as the World Player of
the Year) in Parison December 2,

"I don't think there's any
doubt given what he's done and
whart he's doing. [ can't see any-
one else beating him to the tro-
phy," Galliani told Sky Sport just
before Sunday's match against
Empoli.

Kaka was not among Carlo
Ancelotti's squad for the game as
he is being rested for the mid-
week Champions League clash
with Shakhtar Donetsk.

"tle's won the Champions
League, (he was) the top scorerin
the competition. Overall, he's the
best player. If he doesn't win it's
the end of the world,
footballistically speaking,” added

., Galliani.

Kaka is one of 50 players nomi-
nated for the award that is vored

for by a panel of 96 international
journalists and organised by
France Football magazine.

His team-mates at AC Milan
Genaro Gartuso, Andrea Pirlo,
Clarence Seedorf, Paclo Maldini
and Filippo Inzaghi have all also
been nominated.

“That gives me a lot of plea-
sure,” said Galliani of the number
of Milan players nominated. "It
shows that the quality of Milan's
players is reknown throughout
the world, We are the most
European team and I'm delighted
and proud.”

Italian ace Fabio Cannavaro
currently holds the trophy, hav-
ing been awarded the title last
December after winning the
World Cup with [taly, and putting
in solid displays for Juventus and
Real Madrid. Gigi Buffon was
second and Thierry Henry third.

tach voting journalist is
allowed to select five names from
the fifty-man shortlist, giving
their first pick five points, their
second four, and so on down to a
single point. Whichever player
gains the higher number of
paintswins the prize.

Cannavaro managed 173
points lastseason to Buffon’s 124,
while the biggest ever winner was
Zinedine Zidane, who picked up
an astonishing 244 paints back in
19498,

Ballon d'Or’
 THENOMINEES

The 50 shortlisted candidates are:

Eric Abidal (Rarcelona), France.
Daniel Alves {Sevilla), Brazil.

David Beckham (LA Galaxy),
England.

Dimitar Berbatov {Tottenham),
Bulgaria.

Gianluigi Bulfon (Juventus), ltaly.
Fabio Cannavaro (Real Madrid),
[taly.

Iker Casillas (Real Madrid), Spain.
Petr Cech (Chelsea), Czech
Republic.

Rogerio Ceni (San Paola), Brasil.
Cristiano Ronaldo (Manchester
United), Portugal.

Deco (Barcelona), Portugal.
Mahamadou Diarra (Real Madrid),
Mali.

Diepo (Werder Bremen), Brasil,
Didier Drogha (Chelsea), Ivory
LOGHE]

Michael Essien (Chelsea), Ghana.

Samuel Eto'o (Barcelona),
Cameroon.

Irancesc Fabregas (Arsenal),
Spain.

Gennaro Gattuso (Milan), [taly.
Steven Gerrard (Liverpool),
England,

Rvan Giggs (Manchester United),
Wales.

Thierry Henry (Harcelona), France.
Zlatan I[brahimovic (Inter),
Sweden.

Eilippo [nzaghi (Milan], Ttaly.

Kaka (Milan), Brasil.

Frederic Kanoute (Sevilla), Mali.

Miroslav Klose (Bayern Munich),
Germany.

Younis Mahmoud (Algharafa), Iraq.
Paolo Maldini (Milan), faly.
Florent Malouda (Chelsea), France.
Lionel Andres Messi (Barcelona),
Argentina.

Shunsuke Nakamura (Celtic),
Japan.

Guillermo Ochoa (America
Mexico), Mexico.

Andrea Pirlo (Milan), [raly,
Ricardo Quaresma (Porto},
Partugal.

Raul (Real Madrid), Spain.

Franck Ribery (Bayern Munich),
France.

Juan Roman Riguelme (Villarreal),
Argentina.

ltobinho (Real Madrid), Brasil.
Ronaldinho (Barcelona), Brasil.
Wayne Rooney (Manchester
United), England.

Paul Scholes (Manchester United),
England.

Clarence Seedorf (Milan), Holland.
Carlos Tevez (Manchester United),
Argentina.

LucaToni (Bayern Munich), italy.
KoloToure (Arsenal), lvory Coast.
Fernando Torres (Liverpool),
Spain.

Francesco'Totti (Romal, [taly.

Ruud van Nistelrooy (Real Madric),
Holland.
Robin van
Holland.
David Villa (Valencia), Spain.

Persie (Arsenal),

YRT

WTA & ATP
rankings

AFP, Paris

The WTA tennis rankings released
onMonday:-

L. Justine Henin (BEL) 5930 pts
2. Svetlana Kuznetsova (RUS) 3750

3. Jelena Jankovic (SRB) 3475
4. Ana lvanovic (SRB) 3175
5. Maria Sharapova(RUS) 2861
6. SerenaWilliarns (USA) | 2767
7.AnnaChakvetadze (RUS) 2625
8. VenusWilliams (USA) 2470
9, Marion Bartoli (FRA) 2096 (+2)
10. Daniela Hantuchava (SVIS) 2027 (-1)

The ATP tennis rankings issued on
Monday:-

L. Roger Federer (SUT) 7205 pts
2. Rafael Nadal (ESP) 5385
3. Novak Djokaovic (SEB) 4470

4. Nikolay Davydenko (RUS} 3250
5. Andy Roddick (U5A) 2430
6. David Ferrer (ESP) 2130 (+1)

7. James Hlake (USA) 2L10(+1)-
8. Fernando Gonzalez (CHI) 2020(-2)
9. Tommy Robredo (ESP) 1965
10 Tommy Haas (GER) L1870

Bayern lose
Lucio

AFP, Munich

Bundesliga league leaders Bayern
Munich will be without Brazilian
defender Lucio for their UEFA Cup
group stage game with Red Star
Belgrade in Serbiaon Thursday.

The 29-year-old central
defender has been suffering from 4
stomach infection and was absent
from training on Sunday, so misses
the trip to Belgrade for Thursday's
Group Fmatch.

Having taken part in Saturday's
2-1 league victory over VL
Bochum, the Brazilian fell ill after
Bayern's eighth league win off the
Ses01,

Bayern and Red Star also have
English Premier League side
Bolton in their qualifying group.
The top three sides in each group
gointoa32-teamknock-out phase.

Becks fails to
inspire Galaxy

AFP, Ciiicago

David Beckham and the Los
Angeles Galaxy were knocked out
of playoff contention Sunday

Jwhen the Galaxy fell 1-0 1o the

Chicago Fire on the final day of
Major League Soccer's regular
season.

The Galaxy, who had mounted
a late-geason surge to keep their
playoff hapes alive, needed a
victory in order to advance ro the
eight-team championship play-
offs of the 13-team league.

The Fire only needed @ draw
but managed to go one better
with a 90th-minute goal to claim
the last playoff spot.

A sellout crowd 0f 21,374 atthe
Fire's home stadium included
standing room temporary seiting
added during the week in antici-
pation of seeing Beckham.

The English superstar had
logged 25 minutes in a Thursday
game against New York in his first
appearance since a knee injury
onAugust 29,

Chicago, who boast their own
superstar in Mexican interna-
tional Cuauhtemoc Blanco, com-
pletely dominated the Galaxy for
the first 45 minutes of the game,
aut-shooting them 10-1, but Los
Angeles poalkeeper Joe Cannon
was in superb form, coming up
with big saves time and time
again and the first half ended
scareless,

After the Galaxy weathered
more prolonged battering from

the Fire, Beckham entered the-
game in the 58th minute, but

could not add any spark to his
[Eam.

He looked rusty on the several
corner and free kicks he took in
his time on the pitch, sometimes
not even getting the ball over the
first defender. He was very obvi-
ously not match fit, and was
continually gasping for air as the
game wound down,

With Los Angeles pushed up
looking for a goal, the game-
winner came three minutes into
injury time, when Caleb Carr
lifted a ball from the right wing to
substitute John Thorrington, who
was unmarked in the middle of
the field.

Thorrington - the first
American player signed to the
same Manchester United youth
academy that produced Beckham
- slipped the ball under Cannon
and gave Chicago fourth place in
the Eastern Conference,

The Galaxy will return to Los
Angeles and begin the process of
retooling for the 2008 MLS sea-
son, including an off-season trip
to Australia and MNew Zealand.

Beckham, whose playing time
was severely limited in his first
half-season with the Galaxy due
to injury, may also take part in
anather kind of tour.

Wife Victoria will be part of a
two-month, 1l-date Spice Girls
reunion tour that kicks off in Los
Angeles on December 7 and will
include dates in New York City,
London, Cologne, Madrid,
Beijing, Hong Kong, Sydney, Cape
Town and Buenos Aires,
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Lyon pull clear at to

AFP, Paris

| Nancy missed
the chance to
pull level with
champions
Lyon on
Sunday as the
high-flying
French side
were held 1-1 by struggling
Sochaux.

It ended MNancy's nine-match
winning streak at home and leaves
them two points behind Lyon who
have started wo create some breath-
ing space between themselves and
the pack after a 3-1 victory over
Monacoon Saturday.

Mancy have a game in hand over
the six-time champions, and
looked as if they were heading for
another home win when Brazilian
striker Kim put them ahead after 26
foanuees.,

But second-from-bottom
Sochaux piled on the pressure and
their efforts paid off when Meviut
Erding grahbed the equaliser after
56 minutes.

Nancy coach Pablo Correa
admirted they had been sorely
missing defender Sebastien
Puygrenier.

"We were lucky to come away
with @ draw because if they had
taken the lead we wouldn't have

comeback,” hesaid.

in Sunday's late martch,
Marseille's new coach Eric Gerets
achieved his first win at the
Veladrome to give his side a boost
ahead of their Champions League
tieat FC Porto midweek,

A goal from Dutch midfielder
Boudewijn Zenden after 74 min-
utes handed Marseille just their
second win of the season against
Lens which sees the southerners
moveoutofthedrop zone,

On Saturday, Bordeaux, once
thought to pose the sternest chal-
lenge w Lyon's supremacy, were
held w0 a 1-1 draw at Strasbourg
and now trail the table-toppers by
six points, having played a game
more,

Traditional giants Paris St
Germain suffered more misery as
they were held to a 0-0 draw at
Valenciennes while Rennes moved
into third with a 3-0 win over little
Le Mans.

After a difficult opening to the
season, where they lost two of their
first three games, Lyon have been
masterful ever since, despite dis-
playing dire form in the
Champions League, where they
have suffered 3-0 defeats to both
Barcelonaand Rangers.

Lyonopened the scoring against
Lyvon through a generously-
awarded Juninho penalty on 12

minutes, after Sﬁt Govou wis
fouled by furmt Lyon player
Jeremy Berthod, l;l just six min-
utes later they hada{:eadydoubleti
thatadvantage, =

Anthony Reve scored the
second with a powerful serike after
being set up b -ﬂie impressive
Juninho.

Lyon were in @mplem com-
mand despite Sylvain Monsoreau
pulling a goal back on 42 minutes,
heading home Camel Meriem's
free-kick.

And on 51 minutes, France's
new star Karim Benzema scored his
1 Lth goal of the season to make the
points safe before departing four
minutes later to allow Brazilian
striker Fred to make his first
appearanceof the season -aworry-
ingsight for therestoftheleague.

Hennes are now just four points
off top after a comfortable victory
over high-flying Le Mans.

PSG's dismal season continued
with a result that leaves them down
in 14th place.

St Etienne won 2-0 at Toulouse
courtesy of a Bafetimbi Gomis
brace but the match of the day was
at Auxerre where the hosts scored
four times in the final 17 minutes to
win 5-3against Lorient.

Elsewhere Nice beat rock-
bottom Metz 3-1 while Caen tri-
umphed -0 athome to Lille.

Mistakes rile Keane

AFP, Lanidan

Roy Keane
warned his
Sunderland
defenders to

; expect a relega-
tion battle unless they cur out the
costly errors that contributed to
their3-1 defeat againstWest Ham,

The Black Cats have won only
one of their last nine matches and
are sliding towards the Premier
League's botwtom three after con-
ceding two late goals at Upton Park
on Sunday.

It would have been easy for
Keane to blame bad luck for the
result but he directed his anger
towirds a defence that allowed

West Harmn toscore three times.

With 12 minutes to play,
Sunderland were pushing for a
winner but instead Nyron
Nosworthy's miskick let in
Nolberto Solano and his shot
rebounded into the net off
Scotland goalkeeper Craig Gordon
forafreak owngoal.

The Black Cats' back four had
already allowed Carlton Cole acres
of space to head West Flam's first
goal before Kenwyne Jones equa-
lised early in the second half.

Keane admitred his side
deserved something from the
game but he knows hard-luck
stories could become a familiar
refrain unless the defence tightens
up.

PHOTO: AFP
West Ham striker Carlton Cole celebrates after scoring against Sunderland
intheir Premiership match at Upton Park on Sunday.

"To say I'm annoved is an
understatement,” he saicl. "I don't
want to be giving interviews every
week saying we havebeenunlucky.

"You make your own luck. We
have got to deal with it and stop
giving away bad goals.”

Keane was able to take some
positives from a dominant second
half display from his team, with
Junes the star man.

The Trinidad striker terrorised
Matt Upson and Danny Gabbidon
and could have had ahat-trick.

"I thought Kenwyne was out-
standing,” Keane said. "He has
been a big plus for ussince hecame
to the club and hopefully he will
continue scoring goals and pro-
ducing bigperformances forus.”

West Ham were fortunate to end
a run of three consecutive defeats
and manager Alan Curbishley was
perplexed, by_their incopsistent
performance.

"I'm not sure why we didn'c
grow in stature after our first goal.
I've just been asking the players
that,” he said.

"We hadn't won for three games
burit's early onin the season sait's
not as if we were desperate for
points.

"Footballis a funny thing. It's all
about confidence.

"Sunderland will be disap-
pointed but we'll take it because
perhaps we should have got some-
thing from our games against
AstonVillaand Newcastle.

"I just hope we've got everyone
fit for next week because it has
been abig problem.”

West Ham went ahead when
George McCartney scampered
down the left flank in the ninth
minute, The former Sunderland
left-back's deflected cross caught
the visiting defence off-guard and
Cole had space to direct a header
past Gordon despite mistiming his
jump.

Sunderland pushed foward
after half time and equalised in the
52nd minute.

Grant Leadbitter curled over the
set-piece and Jones leapt above
Matthew Upson to direct a power-
ful header past Robert Green
before celebrating with his trade-
mark back-flips,

Suddenly Sundetland were the
agpressors. Leadbitter must have
thought he had scored when he
burst through, but Green brilliantly
tipped hisshot anto a post.
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