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at the MCCI Conference Hall with
MCCI President Latifur Rahman in

;= thechair.

] ,ﬁbuutlhee?ﬂ.ns[nnufmmu[mr-

. pose visa, Chakravarty said if

' Bangladesh government wanted

+India could allow Bangladeshi citi-

.+ zens have three to five years’ multi-

. purposevisa.

5 He urged the government to have

* ‘broader connectivity between the

two neighbouring countries for

.. furtheringbusiness interests.

- "Improved connectivity and

- . dismantling of barriers would enable

“inot only cross-border investment

¢! flows and transfer of technologies,

but also facilitate market access to a

wide range of small and mid-sized

businesses, It would reduce transac-

~ tion costof doing business,” the high
commissionersaid.

About addressing the trade

*» imbalance issue, he said India has

~accepted eight million apparels'

= duty-free access to its market in one

Fcalendar year, it will bring forward

Ythe scheduled date for reducin
duties to zero for least develope
countries (LDCs) of South Asfa to the
end of 2007 from the original date of
December 2008, and it agreed to
zero-duty impaort of Bangladeshi
cement.

Meanwhile, Bureau of Indian
Standards signed a memorandum of
agreement with Bangladesh
Standard and Testing Institute (BSTT)
s0 that its certifications are recog-
nised by the bureau for textile and
apparel products exported to India
fromBangladesh.

He also emphasised the need for

making quick decisions about
India's investment proposals thatare
pending with Bangladesh for a long

time,

MCCI President Latifur Rahman
in his speech also stressed the need
for reducing the trade imbalance
between the two countriés and
suggested more investments includ-
ing those with "buy-back" arrange-
ments,

Latifur Rahman requested the

Indian high commission to take
initiatives to remove a number of the
non-tariff barriers, which are posing
problems to Bangladesh's exports o
India.

He proposed the Indian delega-
tion to invest in labour-intensive
sectors like electronic assembly and
manufacturing, light engineering,
computer software, composite
textile, leather, paper and pulp,
energy, healthcare, shipping, tele-
communication, and in agro-based
and agro-supportive industries.

He also sought an early decision
on the withdrawal of the ban on
Bangladeshi investments in India, as
itstill remains.

CIlI mission leader Shreekant
Somany urged both the govern-
menis to develop infrastructure at
land port customs posts and stream-
line customs procedures and admin-
istration.

Somany proposed Bangladesh
businessmen to participate in a
proposed investment promotion
seminar and suggested L{:e organis-
ing of a "Made in Bangladesh

ibition” in India.

MCCI Vice-president Feroz
Rahim and its Secretary General CK
;{lyder were also present at the meet-

B
The [ndian high commissioner
said the two-way trade has gone over
the $2.5 billion mark this year, com-
pared to $2.1 billion in the previous
year with a growth of around 21
percent.

India is currently Bangladesh's
largest export destination in the
developing world with exports over
5290 million in 2006-07, headded.

He said exports to I[ndia from
Bangladesh have gone up by 480
percent in the last five years while its
global exports have gone up only 104
percentinthesameperiod.

This is a sign that there is more
demand for Bangladeshi products in
India and that the Bangladeshi
businessmen are increasingly look-
ingtowards [ndia, heconcluded.

Govt, admin cadre
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On the other hand, the president of

the service association, Abu M
Moniruzzaman Khan, said: "we'll
act according to government
“instructions.”

The assaciation handed aver the
law adviser a seven-peint recom-
mendation that includes removin
"discrepancies” in the process o
absorption of the judicial and
admin cadres into the judicial
service, giving them some magis-
tracy power, and deferring the
November | deadline.

S TR SEEdidn tagree p meet
the demand for posiponing the
date,” o participant of the meeting
told The Daily Star asking not to be
namad.

Surprised hrl Sunday's sudden
outburst of the administrative
officials ata seminar, the law adviser

w-called the association leaders to a

S~ imeeting athis ministry yesterday.

= Theassociationleaders regretted

=Some of the officials’ "objection-

1 o

“able” statements on Sunday, the law

‘stadviser told BBCBanglaService,

;} The meeting, however, did not

ﬁ[iscuss taking punitive action

"Jlgainst any of the admin cadres for

“ythe statements, Kamal Uddin,
»*Dhaka deputy commissioner, told
eporters,

% Led by Abu M Moniruzzaman

#.Khan, also rector of Bangladesh

,:{uhlic Administration Training

s“Lentre, admin cadres placed seven

::ﬁncummend:ll:iuns efore the

Sadviser.

%« Discrimination created between

#he judicial service and the adminis-

sotrative cadres following the January
';:16 circular over absorption must be
wremoved, according to a recom-

“mendation,

Another reads: "As per rules,
administrative officers will have to
have satisfactory service records of
eight, 12 and 15 years, while judicial
officers require four, seven and 10
vears' service record for absorption.
There is no condition for the service
tobesatisfactory."

Another recommendation asks
the government to give the deputy
commissioners and magistrates the
power requisite for initiating pro-
ceedings, and the power of investi-
gationinto cognisable cases.

Power to the DCs to control law
and order and run mobile courts in
anti-adulteration and eviction
drivesisalso demanded.

"The DCs implement plans of
the central government and play the
role of a coordinator among differ-
ent departments. Stripping off their
power will hamper these activities,"
itadds.

The association leaders strongly
asked the adviser to ensure separate
infrastructure and logistics for the
administrative and the judicial
service.

Saying that the controlof judicial
service officials will remain with the
law ministry, which is also under the
control of the executive, anather
recommendation says, "Bestowing
the control of the judicial-service
officials on the law ministry goes
against the idea of separation of the
judiciary and the directives of the
Supreme Court."

"All activities regardin% their
control should be done by the
Supreme Court under the direct
supervision of the chiel justice,” it
reads.

The delegation demanded
amendment to Section 12 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure to
appoint only the executive magis-
tratesas special magistrates.

Land Secret Moslehuddin,
Law Secretary Habibul Awal,
Information Secretary Didarul

Anwar, Phaka Divisional
Commissioner Ikram Ahmed, and
Biam Director General Dr
Mohammad Sadique attended the
meeting.

"We've discussed in detail the
inconsistencies inthe four rules and
the talks will continue,” Abul
Hossain, a project director of the
women and chhdwn affairs minis-

try, told reporters after the meeting.

Expressing his hope that a solu-
tion can be reached through discus-
sion, he said: "The separation will
take place on November 1"

Kamal Uddin, the association's
secretary general, said: "Everything
will be done fpr a peaceful solution,
We've discussed ways to run the
administration properly.”

"The date fixed for the separa-
tion of the judiciary remains
unchanged," he said.

LAWYERS' REACTION
Comdetnning ,adminiﬁ;rp,li‘:\;t; saed-
res’ Sunday's repirks,  Sapreme
Court Bar Association (SCBA)
President Barrister Amir-Ul [slam
said: "They have echoed the
mindset of the vested interested
quarters of bureaucrats whao fell
insulted losing their supremacy
averthe judiciary,” reports UNB.

“They have not only violated
their service riles but also showed
disregard to the Supreme Court
judgment in the landmark Masder
Hossain case on separation of the
judiciary and also to the constitu-
tion, which is tantamount to con-
tempt’ of court and liable to be
prosecuted.”

He made the statements while
adedressing a press conference at the
SCBA hallyesterday.

Advocate Khondker Mahbub
Haossaln, Interim vice-chairman of
Bangladesh Bar Council, a statutory
body regulating lawyers, also came
down heavily on the field-level
administrative officers for their
Sunday'sacts.

He urged the government to take
“legal actions” against them. "The
court may also issue suo moto con-
tempt-of-court proceedings against
them for what they've done," he
observed.

Hasina
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The officer tasked with the investiga-
tion sought instructions from the
commission yesterday regarding the
legal notice, said the ACC sources.

Fle enquired if there is any court
order staving the investigation and
whetherheshould continuethe job.

Fazle Nur Tapash in the legal
notice asked the commission to
explain why the investgation would
not be stopped when the writ peti-
tion against the ACC natice asking
her to turninwealth accounts hasyet
to be disposed of He also sought
explanation as to why the move
would not be considered "contempt
ofcowrt”,

Hasina submitted her wealth
staternent on September 2 after a
prolonged debate in the higher
courtsaverlegality ofthe ACC notice,

The Supreme Court on August 27
stayed till November & a High Court
order that imposed a freeze on oper-
ationofthe ACC notice. The HC order
came on August 7 in response to a
writpetition filed by the Al chief.
MEASURES AGAINST FALSE
COMPLAINTS
The ACC from now on will tuke legal
stc;{:s if anyone files false, made-up,
and motivated complaint against
anyonewith thecommission.

Its secretary said, “We won'tallow
false allegations to waste our valu-
able time. We will take action against
the hoaxers while protecting the
good persons.”

The decision came after a num-
ber of allegations against some
persons of high repute turned out to
bephony.

The commission also decided to
servenotice onacomplainantbefore
initiating the investigation, [twill first

uestion the complainant to gauge
the meritof thecomplaint.

The commission so far has
received around 60,000 corruption
allegations.

According to section 511 of the
penal code, a person could be sen-
tenced up to seven years in prison for
filing false cases and making false
depositions.

Task force
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reforms in the city corporations.

Responding to a query, Khoka
said he would submit his wealth
slatement to the Anti-Corruption
Commission after getting letter
from the anti-graftbody.

Asked whether he knew any
corrupt official, the DCC mayor
said, "If there are irregularities in
the corporation, we also want
those be unveiled. People should
know whether any employee,
official and even me are involved in
corruption.”

He said the task force had earlier

looked into different DCC projects

but this time they will be monitor-
ing activities of the entire city
corporation. .

"l see the matter positively as
facilities for the city dwellers will
increase with the intervention of
thetask force," the mayoradded.

Panie gripped the officials and
employees as the task {orce mem-
bers took position at different key
points of the DCC building includ-
ingits entrancegate.

DCC Secretary Mohammd
Golam Mostafa told reporters that
theywould arrange an office for the
task force members on the ground
floorofthe DCC building.

He said the task force would
start its work in [ull swing within a
couple ofdays.

Dr Igbal
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Sub-inspector (SI) of Ramna police
station Ahsanul Kabir, also the
investigation officer (10) of the
case, told The Daily Star that they
sought his 10-day remand showing
him arrested in a robbery case but
the court granted his four-day
remand.

[n the prayer, the case regarding
the Malibagh incident and two
other murder cases were men-
tioned, he said.

He said they started interrogat-
ing Dulal, who was on the run fora
long time, to get information about
the killings and recover the gun
that he was carrying during the

procession, led by then Awami

League lawmaker Dr HBM Igbal,
on February 13, 2001.

Rab arrested Dulal on Saturday
night and handed him over to
Ramna police.

No uncertainty

FROM PAGE 1

judiciary from November 1, reports
US-based news agency BENA.

But Moeen quickly added thar it
would have to take place gradually
because a lot of judges will be
required and the government plans
to train magistrates to fll in the
posis,

He said $129 million dubious or
illegally earned money siphoned
off overseas has been brought back
to Bangladesh and deposited in the
central bank, He said another $72
million has been recovered but is
stuckin legal disputes.

Moeen sald another 5214 mil-
lion would be brought to
Bangladesh soon using the same
process.

“This government is here to
reinstate democracy. But everyone
has to remember that corruption
devours democracy. So, this war
against corruption will continue
until the corruption levels are
brought down to a tolerable limit,"
he said.

The general said the military
sacrificed everything to assist the
caretaker government in holding
free, fair and credible elections,
after they realised the importance
of protecting the country from
internal and external enemies.

The army chief also cited the
caretaker government's achieve-
ments, such as recasting and
reforming the Election
Commission, Anti-corruption
Commission, Public Service
Commission and the University
Grants Commission.

He said government policies
have succeeded in reducing the
prices of cement, iron rods, and
power-line poles, while no relief
materials were stolen nor did
anyone die from hunger after the
floods.

The general also told the audi-
cnce that the government is trying
not to let Biman Bangladesh
Airlines Ltd lose its slot at Mew
York's John F Kennedy Airport.

Biman is scheduled to lose the
slot on October 26 if no flights
operateonthat route,

Moeen told the non-resident
Bangladeshis that their only iden-
tity should be "Bangladeshi" and
they should not divide themselves
along Bangladeshi political or
regional lines, as this would
weaken the community.

He said Bangladeshis overseas
should unite under the banner
"One flag, One Nation, One
Country--Our Bangladesh” idea.

Bank borrowing
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Since then the internatfonal mar-
ket has been witnessing an increas-
ing trend. Per barrel oil price is now
around 588 which was 570 during
the beginning of the current fiscal,
according toa BB official.

The BPC is currently facing
aboutTk300 crore loss amonth.
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Separation hailed
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due to weak leadership and lack of
administrative cooperation.

"Separation of the judiciary is a
long-term movement of the law-
yers. Itis becoming possible dueto
the government's willingness and
the Supreme Court's firmness,”
read the news release signed by
Khandaker Mahbub [lossain,
interim vice-chairman of
Bangladesh Bar Council.

The release went on to say that it
lg regrettable that some bureaucrats
could pot comply with the decision
despite being government officials
and areapparently opposing it. This
goes against the code of conduct of
the government officials, itadded.

"Some problems may occur
while separating the judiciary, but
itcan be solved as has been donein
India," it further read.

Hailing the government move,
Sammilita Ainjibi Samonnay
Parishad said an identified section
is opposing the decision and its
behaviour in the end of the process
isunwanted.

It urged all to abstain from
delivering negative speeches and
abide by the constitution and the
Supreme Court, :

The Parishad also called on the
lawyers to observe November | as
independence and separation of
judiciary day.

Sammilita Peshajibi Parishad,
an alliance of professional bodies,
yesterdayat an emergency meeting
at Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh said the speeches and
activides of the BCS (Administra-
tion) officials were quite unwar-
ranted.

Welcoming the government's
decision, around 70,000 physi-
cians, agriculturists and engineers
decided to play a positive role in
the implementation of separation
ofthe judiciary.

They also said opposition of the
BCS (Admin) cadres has proved
that their apathy in separating the
judiciary is the main reason for the
delay of 37 years. They also urged
themnot to oppose itany longer for
the sake of the nation.

Slating the BCS (Admin) cadres,
Bangladesh Nagorik Samaj said it is
nothing but conspiracy of a group
ofbureaucrats,

It urged the government to take
stern action against the group as
their speeches and activities are
"contermpt of court" amidst the
state of emergency.

Bangladesh Civil Service (BCY)
Shamannay Committee at a view

‘sharing meetifig yesterday' said

separation of the judiciary from the
executive 1s the demand of democ-
racy. "Itis not an issue of inter cadre
relationship.”

There is no way to halt imple-

mentation of separation of the
judiciary. Rather, it should be
investigated why it took so long
despite there being clear directives
inthe constitution, itsaid.

Expressing surprise and con-
cernover opposition of asection of
bureaucrats, Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) urged all to
move forward the process.

In a press release, CPB President
Manzurul Ahsan Khan and General
Secretary Muzahidul [slam Selim
sald some amendments of the cur-
rent proposal are needed to ensure
realindependence ofthe judiciary.

Bangladesh Civil Service (Agri-
culture) Association, and Krishibid
Institution, Bangladesh also wel-
comed the decision.

Gulshan Lake
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of Gulshan, is projected to he com-
pleted by next yearat a costof Tk 14.5
crore.

The caretaker government has
undertaken several schemes includ-
ing the Banani-Gulshan Bridge to
ease traffic congestion in the city,
added the adviser hoping that the
bridge would be constructed hefore
November 2008 when Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed would inaugu-
rate the bridge.

Addressing the ceremony among
others, Prof Abdullah Abu Sayeed, a
renowned environmentalist and
educationist, said half a million
peaple are settling in Dhaka every
year. In order to save the capital, he
also emphasised the need to develop
a public ransportation network and
at the same time reduce the number
of private cars.

"The services of public ranspor-
tation will have to be improved.
Besides, the government should
immediately impose tax on private
cars by 500 percent so that people are
discouraged to buy and use private
cars. Otherwise, it will be difficult to
keep the traffic jams under control in
the capital,” said the professor.

ASM Shahjahan, former adviser to
a caretaker government and presi-
dent of Banani Nagorik Committes,

said once the Gulshan-Banani Bridge

is completed, the residents of the
capital would be able to get multiple
benefitsfromit.

Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) will construct
the bridge and maintain it for the first
year before handing it over to Dhaka
City Corporation.

Lodal Grjvermncrmwisfﬂnv‘rlm: with the campus violence, twu' |

(LGD) Secretary Safar Raj Hossain
presided over the progeamme. LGED
Chief Enginecr Shahidul Hassan and
LGD joing Secretary Mizanur
Rahman also spoke on the occasion.

AL to take part -
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The other members are Suranjit
Sengupta, Motia Chowdhury, Abul
Mal Abdul Muhith, Advocate
Rahmat Ali, Mukul Bose, Saber
Hossain Chowdhury, Abdul
Mannan, Mahmudur Rahman
Manna, Akhtaruzzaman, Sultan
Mohammad Mansur Ahmed,
Abdur Rahman, Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin, Abdul Latif Siddiqui,
and AKM Jahangir Hossain.

The committee will meet in a
day or two to begin preparations
for the dialogue. It will work out a
set of recommendations to be
placed at the talks. The working
committee will discuss and finalise
the recommendations at a meeting
onNovember 1.

Yesterday's meeting, the second
without the party president and
general secretary, demanded that
the government take urgent steps
to free Sheikh Hasina and take back
all the "false and Ffabricated”
charges against her. It also called
for release of the general secretary
and the other leaders and workers
of the party and its front organisa-
tions. '

Outof 73 members, 43 attended
the meeting. Twelve including the
party president, general secretary
and three presidium members are
behind bars, fourhave died and the
rest are either absconding or stay-
ing abroad.

The ALCWC decided to con-
tinue the legal efforts to free
Hasina, who has been detained
since July l6 onextortion charges.

It observed that the detained
teachers and students of Dhaka
University and Rajshahi University
should be released on humanitar-
ian grounds before reopening of
the institutions.

It urged the government to set
up a body to ensure the prices of
essentials remain within the reach
of common people, sufficient
fertiliser supply to the farmers and
other facilities for them,

Aceording to the meeting deci-
sions, the AL and its different wings
will observe the Jail Killings Day on
Navember 3.

The last time when the ALCWC
met on September 12 four senior
party leaders were manhandled by
agroup of party activists.

NBR chief retires
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transfer orders are issued for them,
but in my case no one asked me. [
did not receive the matter well,”
Badiur told journalists after hand-
ing over the charge to new NBR
Chairman Muhammad Abdul
Mazid yesterday.

"I may have failed to win the
hearts of my masters," he said
without specifying anyone.

He said the government did not
consider him fit for the post of NBR
chairman and Internal Resources
Division (IRD) secretary since he
was transferred to the food and
disaster management ministry as
secretary. Similarly the govern-
ment might consider him unfit for
the newpostlateron, headded.

Badiurwasappointed chairman
of NBR on January 21 this year and
wits translerred in a major admin-
istrative reshuffle on October 18.

The same day, he applied for
voluntary retirement with effect
from November 22, as he wenton a
month-long leave yesterday.

Asked whetherhe would change
his mind if government high-ups
requested him, Badiur said his
letter has already been received at
the establishment ministry and he
does not wish to withdraw the

letter.

"I made the decision not over-
whelmed with emations but after
careful consideration,” he said.

While talking about his nine
months at the office, he said he
launched drives against tax-
dodgers following rules and no one
was harassed in the process.

He said he had differences of
opinion with the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund

{IMF) over some policy issues, for.

example, the IMF pressed for sepa-
rating the income-tax policy
department and the implementa-
tiondepartment buthe opposedit.

The IMF criticised the NBR's 17
percent revenue-growth projec-
tion though it was not their juris-
diction, he said.

CJ to inaugurate
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Registrar Ikteder Ahmed yesterday
said, "The newlyappointed judicial
magistrates have already started
joining their respective courts,"
Initially, a total of 179 judicial
magistrates have been appointed
and they have obtained an orfenta-
tion course prior to taking up their
new profession,

BSF kills two
Bangladeshis

Our CORRESPONDENT, Sarkhira

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
yesterday gunned down two
Bangladeshi cattle traders ar
foynagar and Kakdanga of Kalaroa
upazila.

The dead are Zahangir Hossain,
20, son af Enam Hossain of Baikari
village and Rabiul Islam, 22, son of
Raisul Islam of Nazimgonj village.

BDR said BSF members of
Joynagar Camp fired on Zahangir
near Ghona border while he along
with other cattle traders was on his
way to Bangladesh from India at
about4:00am.

Hedied on the spot.

In another incident, BSF mem-
bers of Tarali Camp opened fire on
Rabiul near Kakdanga border at
Kalaroa when he was returning to
Bangladesh from India with cattle
‘atabout 3:30am.

Rabiul died on the scene.

BOR sent two separate letters to
BSF protesting the killings and
asked them toreturn the bodies.

RU students
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Sumon Kanti Baroi Roni, Sanjidul
Ahmed Shyam, SM Kamrul slam
Raihan, Sarder Ayaz, Knondoker
Fahim Ahmed Tanmay, Amaullah
Roni, Abdullah Al Masud and Anwar
Hossain Nipun.

The plaintiff filed the case against
2500 people after rickshaw puller
Afzal Hossain was killed and 200
Eeuple were injured in clashes

etween angry students and law
enforcers on RU campus following
the DU incident.

Newspaper reports said the
rickshaw puller received bullets
when police entered the RU campus
firing shots and were moving
towards theVC's residence that came
underattackofangrystudents.

In a press release, Rajshahi police
claimed that the rickshaw puller was
beaten to death by students. But his
autopsy report showed that he was
shotdead. :

However, SI Rajab Ali prayed o
the court for dismissing the charges
of murder in the case as police could
notidentify Afzal's killers.

In another case, sub-inspector
Mirza Aminullslam accused RU BCL
General Secretary Aven Uddin ancd
BCL activist Dipayan Sarker of arson
and damaging properties at the vice-
chancellor's house.

RU acting registrar Dr
Muhammad Shafi filed the case after
violent incidents occurred on RU
campus in August.

Out of four cases filed in connec-

areundertrial.

Sia U teackiers were acoused W
one of the two cases while another
case was filed against owo teachers
and 12 others,

DU dorms
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hoping everything would run nor-
mally.

DU teachers, however, disap-
proved of reopening the university
without first securing the release of
four of their detained colleagues,
eight Rajshahi University teachers
andsome DU students.

Pro-Awami League teachers'
caucus, at a meeting with the VG
yesterday, said academic atmo-
sphere at the university might be
hampered if the detined teachers
and students are not freed before-
hand.

"We've told the vice-chancellor
that it's painful for teachers to get
back t classes keeping their col-
leagues and students in jail. We
clearly maintained that we want to
resume academic activities after
getting them back among us," Prof
Muhammad Samad, acting con-
vener of the Blue Panel, told report-
ersfollowingthe meeting,

Earlier this week, pro-BNP and
Jamaat teachers also met the VC on
thesame demand.

Prof Faiz, the VC, however, dis-
agreed on relating the issue of the
teachers' release to mopening the
university and said he cannot assure
anyonewhen theywill be freed.

He said the university authorities
are continuing discussions with the
government in this regard and that
the administration is very sincere in
the matter.

The VC brushed aside the per-
ceived apprehension among the
students that law enforcement
agencies might harass themonce the
dorms reopen, saying the authorities
got assurance from the government
tothe contrary.

President leaves
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will leave New Orleans for New York
and stay there. The next day (Novern-
ber 7}, he will leave New York for
Dhaka and arrive in the capiml on
November8,

President's wife Anwara Begum,
the military secretary and the secre-
tary to the president and officials
concerned will accompany the
president.

Meanwhile, 1S Charge d' Affaires
Geeta Pasi called on the president at
Bangabhaban yesterday and dis-
cussed matters of bilateral interest,
Including his forthcoming visit to the
United States.

The US envoy hoped that the
president's upcoming visit o the
UUSAwould be "very successful” and
wished him "a very pleasant stay"
overthere.

During the meeting, the president
said Bangladesh is committed to
holding a free, faic and credible
general election within the
timeframe set by the Election
Commission. He invited interna-
tionalobservers to observe the polls,
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Turkish troops head
toward Iraqi border

AP, Sirnak

Dozens of military vehicles headed
toward the [rag border and protest-
ers demanded tough action against
Kurdish rebels yesterday, a day
after 12 soldiers were killed in an
ambush. The attack has pushed
Turkey closer 10 a possible incur-
sion into Irag to target insurgents
hiding there.

An AP Television News camera-
man saw o convoy of 50 military
vehicles, [oaded with soldiers and
wedpons, heading from the south-
eastern town of Sirnak toward
Uludere, closer to the border with
ltaq.

It was unciear whether the
vehicles were being sent to rein-
force troops engaged in fighting
with rebels on Turkish soil, or were
preparing for possible cross-
border action. Tens of thousands of
Turkish troops are already
deployedin theborderarea.

The pro-Kurdish Firat news
agency, hased in Belgium, released
seven names that it said were those
ofTurkish soldiers allegedly abduc-
ted by separatist fighters in the
ambush Sunday. It said an eighth
soldier was also captive but did not
release his name. Turkey's private
TV television has reported eight
soldiers missing, but the govern-
menthas not confirmed the report.

The guerrilla ambush that killed
4 dozen soldiers on Sunday out-
raged an already frustrated public,
with nationalisis staging demon-
strations and opposition leaders
calling for an immediate strike
against rebel bases in lraq, despite
appeals for resteain from lrac, the
USand Europeanleaders.

About 2,000 protesters in
[stanbul, mostly members of an
opposition party, denounced the
attack and urged the government
of Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to resign, the private
Dogan news agency reported.

Protesters also gathered in
Ankara, the capital, and the
Mediterranean port city of Mersin.
Some 13,000 school children in
Bilecik in eastern Turkey held a

minute of silence nWilile peaple
marched down a main street,
waving the Turkish flag, the state-
run Anatelia néws agency
reported. T

In Bursa, in northwest Turkey,
some protesters ¢ed to a mili
tary conscript office and asked to
enlistto fight rebels. ©

Turkey's military said Sunday it
had launched an offensive backed
by helicopter gunships in retalia-
tion for the attack, shelling rebel
positions along the rugged
Turkish-Traqi border. It said 32
rebels had been killed in the offen
sive so far.

The military convoy included
trucks carrying containers full of
weapons, around a dozen artillery
puns and some 150saoldiers.

The rebel attack occurred four
days after Parliament authorized
the government to deploy troops
across the border inm Irag, amid
growing anger in Turkey at per-
ceived US and Iraqi failure o live
up to pledges to crack down an the
rebels of the Kurdistan Workers'
Party, or PKK, based in northern
lrag. 3

Erdogan said he told Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice in a
telephone conversation on Sunday
night that Turkey expected "speedy
steps from the US" in cracking
down on Kurdish rebels and that
Rice expressed sympathy and
asked "for a few days" from
him.The United States opposesany
unilateral action by Turkey, fearing
it could destabilise the most stable
partoflraq.

Sunday's attack raised the death
toll of soldiers in PKK attacks in the
past bwo weelks to around 30.

The PKK claimed Sunday it
captured a number of Turkish
soldiers, Eight soldiers were miss-
ing, according to private NTV
television. There was no official
confirmation of the capture.

Rebels periodically cross the
border to stage attacks in thefr war
for autonomy for Turkey's predorm-
inantly Kurdish southeast. More
than 30,000 people have died in the
conflict that began in 1984.

Pak opposition
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January and seen gs 3 key siep, to
testaring civilian ralein the Islamic
nationof 160 million people.

The code was flagged after the
October 18 blasts ripped through
former prime minister Benazir
Bhutto's homecoming parade and
shattered her planned oiumphant
refurn to Pakistan after eight years of
selt-imposedexile.

Benazir Bhutte's party said the
code was unacceptable amid fears
embattled President Pervez
Musharraf, who seized power in a
bloodless coup in 1999, was trying to
curtailcampaigning for the polls.

"Rallies are part of the election
process. We cannotsitidle during the
election season,” Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) spokesman Nazir Dhoki
said.

"Leaders have to contact the
masses and that is necessary for
candidatesand parties,” he told AFP.

Benazir Bhutto said on Sunday
that she would have to "modify our
campaign to some extent” but has
pledged to remain in Pakistan tolead
the PPPin the polls despite thebomb-
ings that targeted her mass proces-
sioninKarachi.

Large rallies and street marches
would be banned under the code
which would instead permit small,
pre-arranged and well-secured
meetings amid fears of further
attacks by militants, deputyinforma-
ton minister Tarig Azeem said.

"Keeping in mind the security
situation and the incident in Karachi
it has become inevirable," Azeem
told AFP

"The proposal before the govern-
ment is to allow small corner meet-
ings at a specified place instead of
large rallies lasting several hours and
causing inconvenience to the pub-
lic," hesaid.

Opposition parties would be
consulted before the code was final-
ised and introduced by a govern-
mentorder, Azeemadded.

But the party of [ormer premier
Nawaz Sharif -- the man whom
Musharral ousted and again
deported when he tried to return on
Pakistan in September -- also
rejected the han as "unfnirand unac-
ceptahle”

"The government does not warnt
political leaders to reach the voters.
We will challenge such restrictionsin
the Supreme Court," said Raja Zafar
ul-Hag, chairman of Sharif's
Pakistan Muslim League.

Sharif has pledged to make
another attempt to come homne in
the next few weely

Musharraf, a key 175 ally in (he
fight against extremism, is under
internatdonal pressure o hold free
and fair polls amid a slump in popu-
larity.

The general has faced months of
palitical turmoil including a wave of
Islamist violence unieashed when
government roops stormed the al-
Qaeda-linked Red Mosque In
Islamabadin julv.

Musharraf dropped corruption
charges this month against Benaozie
Bhutte, the frst female leader of an
Islamic nation, clearing the way for
herreturnhome.

The amnesty was supposed to be
i prelude to o power-sharing pact
between the pairin the hope Benazir

Bhutto's popularity could shore up
Musharraf's grip on pgwu.r'apeﬂd of
theelections. wriliiides = -

But the amnesty and Musharral's
victory in this month's presidential
election are heing challenged in the
SupremeCourt.

The ban on rallies was alse
rejectezd by the hardline Islamic
alliance ofMuttahicda Majlis-e-Amal.

"Musharraf is unpopular. There is
a hatred against him, he cannot face
the public -- therefore he wants
controlled and managed elections,”
senior leader Liaquat Baloch rold
AFP

"Political rallies and big meetings
to establish contact with the masses
is part of election culture in the sub-
continent, and peoplewillnot accept
suchrestrictions," hesaid,

50MW power
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their excess power to the Power
Development Board (PDB) and the
Rural Electrification Board (Reb) or
any other organisation in their own
arrangement,

Thirty-two Bangladeshis will got
employment opportunity in this
COmpany.

An agreement to this effect was
sipned between the Bangladesh
Export Processing Zones Authority
and M/s Monticore Technology Lid
at BEPZA complexyesterday.

Prasanta Bhushan Barua, mem-
her (Investment Promotion) ol
BEPZA, and Amyn Hudda, manag-
ing director of M/s Monticore
Technology Ltd, signed the agree-
ment on behalf of their respective
organisations.

Suicide squad
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returning, causing as much death
and destruction as possible before
committing suicide.

Military sources said the bigger
loss for the security forces apart
from the fatalities was the destruc-
tion of a Beechcraft aireraft frted
with advanced electranic spy
devices, Three other smaller spy
planes were also belleved to have
heen damaged.

The attack was the first Tiger
aerial strike since they attacked oil
installations in the capital on April
28.

Five Tigers, fApheing fur asepa-
rate henneland for [Iﬂl’lﬂri[y FHTIE
in the island's north and east, are
belicved to have a small fleet of
Czech-made Zlin Z-143 single-
enginelightaircraft.

The planes are believed to have
been smuggled in pieces intw the
north of the island by boat, and can
be flown from tiny makeshift air-
sirips in the jungle.

In the past, the rebels have also
carried out air attacks against the
air base adjoining Sri Lanka's only
internationalairport.

A 2002 truce brokered by
Norway began to unravel in
December 2005, and since then
thousands of people have killed
and many more displaced as fight-
ing in Asia's longest-running civil
wair has progressively escalated.




