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PHOTO: AFP

Indian Foreign Ministry official KC Singh (R) gestures as he talks with Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs
official Khalid Aziz Babar (L) while Pakistan delegation members loak on during a meeting of the Indo-Pak
Joint Anti Terrorism Mechanism in New Delhi yesterday. Top Indian and Pakistani security officials and diple-
mats met to resume anfi-terror talks as part of a peace process launched by the South Asian rivals to cool

regional tensions, an official said.

India, Pakistan
renew push for
anti-terror steps

AFP, New Delhi

Indian and Pakistani officials
Monday exchanged intelligence on
the latest terrorist incidents to hit
the countries and discussed anti-
terror measures, the foreign minis-
try said.

The South Asian neighbours
met under a peace process that in
March saw them agree to share
information on cross-border mili-
tantviolence.

"Both sides shared new Infor-
mation on terrorist incidents
including those which have
occurred since the last meeting,”
Indian foreign ministry spokesman
NavtejSarnatold reporters,

"They agreed to continue to
work to identify measures,
exchange specific information and
assist in investigations," Sarna
said.

The official did not say if New
Delhi pressed I[slamabad for
specific information related to
bombings blamed on Pakistan-
based outfits.
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'Tran no clear and
present danger’

US will not let Iran go nuclear: Cheney

AFP, AP, Paris! Leeshurg

Iran would need "between three
and eight years" to develop an
atomic bomb and constitutes no
immediate danger, the head of the
UN nuclear watchdog, Mohamed
ElBaradei, said in an interview
published Monday.

"1 want to get peaple away from
theidea that Iran represents aclear
and present danger and that we're
now facing the decision whether to
bombard Iran or let them have the
bomb. We're not in that situation at
all," the director of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency told the French daily Le
Monde.

"I can't judge whether [ran
intends to develop a nuclear bomb.
It would need between three and

eight years to do so. All intelligence
services are agreed on that," said
ElBaradei.

The [AEA chief continued: "We
still have a lot of time to use diplo-
matic tools, including sanctions,
dialogue, all the 'carrots' and
'sticks' we have atour disposal.”

Last week, US President George
W. Bush evoked the possibility of
World War 11 if the international
community were to stand by and
letIran develop anuclearbomb.

"If you're interested in avoiding
Waorld War III, it seems like you
ought to be interested in prevent-
ing them (the Iranians) from hav-
ing the knowledge necessary to
make anuclear weapon,” Bush had
said.

Earlier an AP report quoted US
Vice President Dick Cheney on

Sunday that the United States and
other nations will nat allow Iran to
obtainanuclear weapon.

"Our country, and the entire
international community, cannot
stand by as a terror-supporting
state fulfils its grandest ambitions,"
Cheney said in a speech to the
Washington Institute for Near East
Studies.

He said Iran's efforts to pursue
technology that would allow them
to build a nuclear weapon are
obvious and that "the regime con-
tinues to practice delay and deceit
inanobvious effortto buy time."

If Iran continues on its current
course, Cheney said the US and
other nations are “"prepared to
impose serious consequences.”
The vice president made no spe-
cific reference to military action,

India shelves US
nuclear pact for
4 more weeks

AFP, New Delhi

[ndia's government said Monday it
would hold off on implementing a
controversial nuclear deal with the
United States after again failing to
win over sceptical coalition part-
ners.

After another round of incon-
clusive talks with its wavering left-
wing allies, officials from the domi-
nant Congress party said the
atomic energy pact would be
shelved for another four weeks.

Foreign Minister Pranab
Mukherjee told reporters that the
accord would not be
"operationalised” before
November 16, when more talks are
planned.

The Congress party of Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
appeared to bucklelast week under
opposition from its leftist allies,
who had threatened to withdraw
their support and force early elec-

. nan,ﬁ{mf.» pactwentahead.

"The committee continued its

deliberations in a constructive and
cordial atmosphere,” Mukherjee
said after the meeting between the
government and its allies in parlia-
ment.

In a separate coalition meeting,
Singh was also said to have con-
veyed to the government's allies his
disappointment over opposition to
the accord, the NDTV news net-
work said, quoting unnamed
SOUITEs.

The prime minister has argued
the accord, which would bring
Indiainto the loop of global atomic
energy commerce, would help
meet the future energy needs of an
economy steaming along with an
annual growth rate of nine percent.

But the communists say the
deal, which would involve [ndia
being subjected to more interna-
tional safeguards including inspec-
tions, could harm the country's
nuclear weapons programme.

They are also opposed to closer
political and strategic tes with
Washington.

Bollywood star
Sanjay Dutt
back in jail

AFP, Mumbai

Bollywood bad boy, Sanjay Dutt,
was back behind bars on Monday
for possessing illegal weapons
linked to the 1993 Mumbai bomb-
ings after a short reprieve from jail,
the chiefprosecutor said.

The burly actor was sentenced
July 31 to six years in prison for
having illegal weapons received
from the plotters of the bombings,
which killed 257 people and
wounded 800.

But due to a technicality -- that
Dutt had not seen a copy of the
4,340-page judgement against him
-- he has been out on bail since
August. The Supreme Court
ordered Datt turn himsell in when
his lawyers received the judge-
ment.

"Sanjay today surrendered in
court after receiving the court copy.
He is likely to go back to Yerawada
jail on Tuesday,” chief prosecutor
Ujjwal Nikam said,

Dutt's lawvyers said they will
launich an appeal after reviewing
the court’sdecision..

Abbas hopes for ME
solution by 2008

AFP, jakarta

Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas said Monday during a visitto
Indonesia that he hoped to secure
"a real solution” to the Israeli-
Palestinian crisis by the end of
2008.

The president is on a tour of key
Muslim powers in Asia to drum up
support ahead of a US-sponsored
meeting with [srael expected by
year-end, and was speaking after
meeting with Indonesian President
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono.

"We are now in an intensive
communication with Israel with
the hope that we can form a docu-
ment that can be accepted by both
sides and by the international
community,” he told a press brief-
ing, speaking in Ambic.

He said the hope was that the
document would "become a refer-
ence for future conferences, then
there will be a negotiation with the
Israelis and before the end of 2008
we hope there will be a real solu-
tion.”. . .
Abbas

]

and Isrdell” Prime

Minister Ehud Olmert have been
trying to cobble together the docu-
ment ahead of an international
meeting called by US President
George W, Bush expected to take
place in Annapolis, Maryland by
year-end.

The planned meeting has
revived hopes of advancing the
Middle East peace process that has
been dormantsince the eruption of
a Palestinian uprising in 2000.

Abbas also said that the [slamist
movement Hamas -- "a part of the
Palestinian people” -- needed tobe
on side to help forge a successful
future for the Palestinian state.

"But they also made a coup
d'etat on the legitimate govern-
ment and this action can divide
and negate our efforts to find a
solution... They should return to
their origins and, to be honest, we
cannot move except by working
together within our internal coun-
try,” he said.

Hamas seized control of the
Gaza Strip in june after violently
routing security forces. loyal io

Abbas.
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PHOTO: AFP

The historic Castle Kashan burns near Malibu Canyon Road Sunday in
Malibu, California. Hundreds of people were evacuated on Sunday from the
posh Californian city of Malibu after wildfires destroyed sevaral homes and
threatened to set ablaze a university, fire officials said.

Thousands flee wild
fires in California

AFP, Los Angeles

Firefighters battled into the night
Monday to tame wildfires in
California that sparked mass eviacu-
ations, drove Hollywaood stars from
their million-dollar homes and
killed one person, authorities said.

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
declared astate of emergency in seven
of California’s southern counties late
Sunday as firefighters battled the
blazes, which started early thatmorn-
ing and burmed all day, fanned by
stroangwinds.

"Throughout the region more
than 30,000 acres (12,000 hectares)
have already burned and more
areas are threatened. The wildfires
have caused the loss of human life
and serious injuries,” his office said
inastatement.

One person was killed and four
firefighters were seriously injured
while trying to protect a home from
fire in Potrero, 50km east of San
Diego, the fire departmentsaid.

At least another 13 people were
injured elsewhere as at least 11
separate fires, according to reports,
devoured tree-lined hillsides and
filled the area with choking black
smoke,

"They have burned a number of
homes, businesses and other
structures. Residents have been
evacuated in dangerous areas,” the
governor's statement said.

Authorities ordered 36,000
residents of Ramona, 50km north-
eastof San Diego, to evacuate as the
fames approached the town, said a
spokesman for the local sheriff's
office.

China factory fire
kills 37 people

AFP, Beijing

A fire erupted at a shoe factory in
southeast China, killing 37 people
in the latest industrial accident to
hit the world's fourth-largest econ-
omy, officials and state media said
yesterday.

The blaze at the Feida work-
shap, located near the city of
Putian in coastal Fujian province,
broke out at 9:50 pm (1350 GMT)
Sunday and was extinguished an
hour later, the official Xinhua news
agency said.

"Initial investigations showed

| 56 workers were in the workshop at
| the time of the fire," Xinhua quoted

provincial government spokesman
Zhu Qing as saying. :

A hospital official said some of
the 19 people injured were in criti-
cal condition.

Pictures posted on the Fujian
provincial government website
showed firemen standing by a
scorched and still smoking con-
cretebuilding with irondoors.

"It happened on the sixth
floor of the building where
workers work, eat and sleep,” a
township official, surnamed
Fang, told AFP by telephone.
"The workshop is on the first
and second floor, while workers
sleep nhave."

PHOTG, AFP

Turkish army troops head towards the Iragi border in Cizre, town of Simak
yesterday. Turkey vowed strong action against Kurdish separatists after 12
of its soldiers and 32 rebels were killed Sunday in clashes sparked by an
ambushin Daglica, nearthe tense border withIraq.

2US szul@rs -
killed on
Bahrain base

AP, Manama

Two US Navy sailors were killed
and a third was critically wounded
early Monday in a shooting inci-
dent on a US military base in
Bahrain, the US Navy said.

The incideit was not terror
related and was under investiga-
tion, a Navy official said on condi-
tion of anonymity as they weren't
authorised to discuss the case with
the media. No other details were
immediately available.

The shootings took place in the
barracks on the US Naval Support
Activity Bahrain base around 5a.m.
local time, the Navy said in a state-
ment. [t wasn't immediately clear
what triggered theshootings.

The US Navy's 5th Fleet is head-
quartered in Bahrain.

The two sailors were pro-
nounced dead at thescene, and the
third was taken to alocalhospital in
critical condition, the statement
said.

Officials closed the base tempo-
rarily and reopened it about an
houraifter the incident.

Rice calls Benazir
over Pakistan
bomb blasts

AFP, Karachi

US Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice telephoned Benazir Bhutto
on Sunday to condemn last week's
suicide bombings that targeted
the former Pakistan premier, her
party said.

Rice "expressed sympathy over
the loss of innocent lives" in the
bombings during Benazir Bhutto's
homecoming parade that killed
139 people, her Pakistan People's
Partysaid in a statement.

"Ms Rice said that she was
heartened that Benazir Bhutto
escaped the assassination
attempt,” the statementsaid.

Rice condemned the attack and
expressed her sympathies to the
families of the victims, it said.

The Western-friendly Benazir
Bhutto said earlier Sunday she
planned to stay in Pakistan to
campaign ahead of general elec-
tions in January, seen as a key step
to restoring civilian rule in the
country of 160 million.

The US has backed a proposed
powdrisharing ‘pact between™
Benazir Bhutto and’ embidgtled
President Pervez Musharraf, a key
US ally in the "war on terror”,
ahead ofthe elections.
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Centre for Entrep
Training Courses in October-December,

An Affiliate of ITC - UNCI' AD/WTO, Geneva

DCCI BUSINESS INSTITUTE

reneurial Excellence

2007

> Material Planning

and Inventory Control

(2.30 p.m.- 6.30 p.m.) 3 half days

#» Financial Management
(2.30 p.m.- 6.30 p.m.) 5 half days

El» Garments Merchandising : Operations & Marketing
(2.30 p.m.- 6.30 p.m.) 5 half days

22> How to operate Import and Export Business Successfully
(2.30 p.m.- 6.30 p.m.) 5 half days

EI> How to prepare a Bankable Project Proposal
(2.30 p.m.- 6.30 p.m.) 5 half days

For Each Course Course 2,3,44&5 Course 1
Fee: [ Dcamember Tk. 3,000/- Tk 2,500/-
Mon Member TK.3,500/- Tk.3,000/-

E-mail ; deci@bol-online.com,

Discount ; 10% for 3 & 15% far more than 3 participants from one arganization for each caurse, A
Please Contact for detailed information and Registration :

DB, Dhaka Chamber Bhaban (11th Floor), 65-66, Motijheel C/A,

Dhaka-1000. Tel : 9552562 (Hunting) Ext. 137/123/119, Fax : 9560830
Website : www.dhakachamber.com

PR GRS ANt
Feni Diabetic Association

Mizan Road, Feni, Bangladesh

Phone: (0331) 74870, 63490, 63491
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