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Manchester United forward Carlos Tevez (C) is about to be felled inside the box by Aston Villa goalkeeper Scott Carson (behind Tevez) during their
Premiership match atVilla Park on Saturday,

DROGBA SCORES FOR CHELSEA

MU in imperious form

AFP, Middleshrough

Didier Drogba let
his actions speak
louder than words
| 2 he iredChelsea

to a 2-0 win at
Middlesbrough, while Arsenal con-
solidated their lead at the top of the
Premier League with a 2-0 victory
over BoltononSaturday.

Drogba dropped a bombshell this
week by revealing he is determined
fo leave the London club because the
squad's morale had been shattered
byJoseMourinho's departure.

But Chelsea manager Avram
Grant kept faith with the Ivory Coast
striker at the Riverside Stadium and
got the perfect response, with
Drogba laying the foundations for
the team's third successive win.

It took Drogha just eight minutes
to show Chelsea what they would be
missing if he did leave, He collected
Frank Lampard's pass and drove a
perfectly-placed shot past Mark
Schwarzer for his third goal of the
season.

Alex came in for John Terry and
the Brazil centre-back ensured there
was no need o rue the captain's
absence when he scored his first goal
for the clubwith ablistering free-kick

inthe57thminute.

Grant said: “I'm happy with the
win but I'm happier that we are
improving from game to game. The
way we win is very important so we
are trying to play more attacking
football.”

Knlo Toure was the unlikely hero
as Arsenal beat manager less Bolton
atthe Emirates Stadium.

Argene Wenger's side stretched
their winning run to 11 matches
theirbeststreak since 2002 thanksto
a superb long range goal from Toure
in the 68th minute and Tomas
Rosicky's effort 10 minutes from full-
time.

The Ivory Coast defender’s first
goal since April was perfectly timed
as Arsenal were struggled to kill off
Bolton, playing their first match
since Sammy Lee'ssacking.

With rock bottom Boltan's resis-
tance finally broken, Arsenal were
able to tum on the style and Czech
midfielder Rosicky put the result
beyonddoubtlateon.

Wenger said: "I was concerned
because Bolton were very resilient
and know how to slow the game
down. But we build our success by
being patient and keeping a high
tempo.

“Overall you can see there is a

greatspiritintheside.”

Wayne Rooney scored twice as
Manchester United stormed back
into second place with a 4-1 win at
nine-manAstonVilla.

Gabriel Agbonlahor had given
Villa a 12th minute when he headed
in Ashley Young's cross. But Zat
Knight gifted United an equaliser
soon after when he let Nani's low
cross run through to Rooney who
tappedin.

Then Rooney notched his fourth
United goal in three games with fine
low strike before Craig Gardner
turned Rio Ferdinand's header into
his own netjust before hali-time.

Villa's Nigel Reo-Coker was sent
offforasecond bookingon the hour.

Rooney missed out on a hat-trick
when his penalty was saved by sub-
stitute keeper Stuart Taylor after
Scott Carson was dismissed for
bringing down Carlos Tevez.

Ryan Giggs's deflected effort in
the 75th minute was a fitting finish to
a dominant display from the cham-
pions.

Liverpool striker Dirk Kuyt's
stoppage time penalty snatched a
dramatic 2-1 win over nine-man
Everton in the 206th Merseyside
derby.

Elano kept up third- placed

Manchester City's resurgence as his
first half goal sealed 1-0 win over
Birmingharm atEastlands,

The Brazil midfielder shrugged
off the draining effects of along flight
back from internatonal duty in
South America to open the scoring in
the 37th minute and give City their
sixthhomeleaguewinthisseason.

Derby climbed off the bottom of
the table after a dour 0-0 draw at 10-
man Fulham, who Paul Koncheskey
sentoffon the stroke of half time after
anelbowaon Craig Fagan.

Benjani Mwaruwari maintained
his impressive form as Portsmouth
staged a late show to win 2-0 at
Wigan.

The Zimbabwean striker scored
his fifth goal in three matches in the
Blst minute and Glen Johnson
wrapped up Portsmouth's fifth
consecutive victary in the 86th min-
ute.

South Africa forward Benni
McCarthy grabbed a double as
Blackburn beat Reading 4-2 at
Ewood Park. Roque Santa Cruz and
Tugaywerealso on thescore sheet for
Rovers, while Kevin Doyle struck
twice for the Royals.

West Ham host Sunderland on
Sunday and MNewcastle play
Tottenhamon Monday.

Henin claims
Zurich title

AEP, Zurich

Justine Henin claimed her ninth
title of the year on Sunday when
she eated unseeded Tatiana
Goloviit of France 6-4, 6-4 in the
final of the Zurich Open.

The match was a repeat of their
final in Stutrgart just two weeks
ago, which the top-seeded Delgian
wonin three sets.

Heninhas now won 20 consecu-
tive matches, stretching back to her
loss to Marion Bartoli in the
Wimbledon semifinals. The last
player to achieve 20 victories was
Kim Clijsters who won 21 matches
in2005.

Despite her defeat, Golavin has
earned an impressive 15 victories
int her 18 matches played since the
US Open, taking her to a career-

-highrankingof 13,

" She 'is fow the second-ranked
player in France, passing Amelie
Mauresmo and behind Wimbledon
runner-up Marion Bartoli.

The opening game lasted 10
minutes as Golovin fought off three
break points, and Henin also
resisted a break pointin the second
game before Golovin broke her to
leadd-1.

The French teenager then came
close to wrapping up the set when
she led 4-2 and came within two
points of breaking Henin a second
time. Instead, it was the Belgian
who edrned a break in the seventh
game when Colovin hit an awk-
ward backhand wide.

Henin had looked fragile and
inconsistent up until thatstage, but
she began to play with more confi-
dence and conviction, and a sec-
ondbreakleftherleading5-4.

Pratibha win
M'ganj title

Our CORRESPONDENT

Pratibha Krira Chakra clinched the
Manikpur cricket toupnament title
atthelocal stadium yesterday.

They won the match by 13 runs
against Tarunna Sporting Club,
who were also the organisers of the
competition. Moniruzzaman was
named man-of-the-final and he
received his award from District
Sports Association general secre-
tary Nazrul [slam.

Six local teams took part in the
meer.

WC win
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would give his team momentum as
they prepare to take on Pakistan in
a one-day and Test series starting
nextmonth.

"This victory, as well as the last
ODI victory, will give us a lot of
confidence. International cricketis
more about confidence than tech-
nigue," Dhoni said after the game
atthe Brabourne Stadium.

"Gautam and Robin (Uthappa)
have matured and played aggres-
sively," he said while praising his
side for coming out with a fearless
outlook. "They areaggressive butat
times they may fail trying for shots
and they may be, criticised for
playing rash shots but that's how it
is."

The virgin pitch used for the
game helped the spinners;
Harbhajan Singh and Murali Kartil
did not disappoint despite having
to bowlin tough situations.

"Kartik was preferred aver
Joginder because of conditions,”
Dhoni saidi "In India, we have to
generally sacrifice the fourth seamer
for secand spinner. Today we batted
welland bowled welt but fielding was
not good because of the bumpy
ground. Everyone responded well to
responsibilities given to them and

_thatiswhywewon."

INTER REMAIN UNBEATEN

Roma draw a humdinger

AFP, Rame

Roma blew the
lead three times
in a disappoint-
ing yet scintil-
lating 4-4 home
draw against

= Napoli after 90
spectacular minutes of lalian
football league action an
Saturday night.

Secand-placed Roma lost the
chance to make up ground on
Inter Milan, who won 1-0 at
Reggina later on Saturday to open
up a five-point lead at the top of
the table with 20 points to Roma's
15 after eight matches.

The match started in a strange
atmosphere as only Roma sea-
son-ticket holders were allowed
into the Olympic stadium, mean-
ing just 25,000 supporters,
because of fears of clashes
between fans.

Roma also would have done
well to have forgotten their last
home match, a 4-1 thrashing by
title rivals Inter,

But they were up against a
plucky Napoli side, which,
although having lost their two
last matches against Genoa and
Inter, had played gamely and
largely deserved their point in
this match.

Napoli shocked their oppo-
nentsearly ineach half when they
scored through Argentinian
Ezequiel Lavezzi, in the second
minute, and then thanks to
Slovakian Marek Hamsik in the
46th.

Napoli continued to attack
throughout the whole match and
it was an impressively powerful
shot by Walter Gargano who
brought them back to 3-3 in the
G4th minute and a header by
Uruguayan Marcelo Zalayeta
fram a free kick with five minutes
to go brought the score once
more level at4-4.

Homa had a nail-biting time.
Behind after just two minutes,
Homa equalised following a pen-
alty by Francisco Totti after half
an hour, following a foul on David
Pizarro, but then they went on to
lead the match three times.

And just as they did in the 2-2
draws against Juventus and
Fiorentina, Roma failed to hang
on totheir leads.

Simone Perrotta made it 2-1 in
the 40th minute, Daniele De Rossi
put them ahead at 3-2 seven
minutes after the break before
Pizarro put them ahead at 4-3
with 10 minutes to go, but each
time their opponents managed to
level the score.

"It was an unexpected draw,"

Captains dominate
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storm on wings of pacers Talha
Jubair and Sajidul Islam who took
three wickets each. Sajid dismissed
Ehsanul and Nazim, who top-
scored with 79. Talha chipped in
with two railenders to make sure
Chittagong have little to add when
playstarts today.

BRIEF SCORES

KHULNA: 303-9 dec and 184 all out
in 75.3 overs (Sadat 3, [mrul 0,
Bashar 67, Tushar 43, Shakib 2,
Sahagir 15, lamal 0, Mashrafe 31,
Razzak 4, Dollar 9, Rasel 3*; Sharif
4-38, Shahadat 1-49, Rafique 2-26,
Mosharraf 3-39).

DHAKA: 174 and 72-2 in 30 overs
(Javed 29*, Anwar 4, Shahriar 24,
Ashraful 3; Rasel 1-20, Razzak 1-12).
CHITTAGONG: 176 allout and 307-
9 in 106 overs (Tamim &0,
Salahuddin 26, Nafis 34, Aftab 22,
Nazimuddin 79, Ehsanul 28,
Dhiman 22, Sabbir 0, Tariq 14, Saju
0*, Ashiqur 0% Talha 3-76, Sajid 3-
61, Tarigul 2-88}.

BARISAL: 274 allout.

SYLHET: 141 alloutand 167-4in83

overs (Imtiaz 23, Rahman 15,
Mabud 12, Rajin 53%, Kapali 35,
Rahim 22%; Shahjada [-48, Forhad
1-14, Delwar 1-34).

RAJSHAHI: 301 all out in 1285
overs (Islam 67, Zunaed 34, Forhad
0, Mayeem 20, Anisur 0, Rafiqul 6,
Mashud 82, Rahman 10, Shuvo 12,
Delwar 40, Shahjada 12; Tapash 2-
53, Rezaul 2-38, Enamul 2-82,
Kapali 1-42, Nabil 1-43).

Dyson joins
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internationals, buthis contract was
notrenewed in April 2005.

He has a daunting task ahead of
him as West Indies have just two
wins and 10 draws from their last 39
Tests, losing 3-0 to England with
Moore incharge earlier this year.

Dyson, who was also interested
in the India and Bangladesh vacan-
cies, edged out anather Australian,
Dav Whatmore, for the post.
Ironically, he took over from
Whatmore as Sri Lanka's coach in
2003.

Winning SL's priority
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said. "We feel that with the attack
we've got, we can take 20 wickets.
That's the maost important thing in
winningaTestmaich.

"The Last time {in 2004) we were
there, we drew a'Test match. [ think
we are petting closer and closer.
Mentally, we are a very strong unit
and the guys have developed them-
selvesverywell."

Jayawardene said his team was
better-prepared to test top-ranked
Austrabia since they had tasted suc-
cesses in away matches in recent
years.

"We've done that in England ancd
New Zealand. Ournext goal would be
todothatinAustralia," hesaid.

"We have given responsibility to
individuals and over & period of time
they've realised that they are respon-
sible for their performances.

"It is not just oriented around a
few players, everyane has to cantrib-

ute

"WLVL given them that confi-
dence., That's why we've started
performing well overseas on a con-
sistent basis. If we can keep that
mentality arrd a strong mind frame,
ourchances are verygood."

The Sri Lankan captain said
Australia would still be formidable
despite the absence of their mateh-
winning bowling duo of Glenn
MeGrath and Warne, who quit Test
cricketearly thisyear.

"The bowlers theyhave areagood
unit but not as experienced as when
they had McGrath and Warne. They
arestill avery good all-round side. We
have to respect that and challenge
them in all departments,” said
Jayawardene,

Sri Lanka leave for Australia on
Tuesday with the first Test siarting in
Brisbane on November 8. The sec-
ond Test will be played in Hobart
from November 16.

said Roma coach Luciano
Spalletti. "We could have done
better and we should have nego-
tiated the match differently and
carelessness cost us dear.

"To score four goals against
such a team is surely a good thing
but we needed to play better to
notconcede goals too.
~ "It is possible we took the
wrong approach, as we need to
have more strength and focus.
The lads are more upset than me
and [ think it is best to talk abour
itin the morning,.

"I am not angry at the result,
just disappointed. The match was
there to be played and there was
strain, tension all of which adds
up to mistakes. We could have:
made beter choices today."

[t was the first match of the
season for Inter's French interna-
tional Patrick Vieira in their 1-0
win at Reggina thanks to Brazilian
Adrianoin the 18th minute.

The Milan club, winning its
fourth straight match, have had a
great start to the season and are
still unbeaten afrer eight
matches,

Infer coach Roberto Mancini
said afterwards: "I obviously
hope we can break away, but [
doubt it. It is going to be a long
season. The November 4 match
with Juventus will be just like any
other, but [ believe the title con-
tenders will include Milan, Roma
and perhaps also Florentina.”

It appeared Adriano was not
happy when substituted but
Mancini said of the incident: "He
didn't shake my hand? T didn't
even see. In any case, the team
comes first and in that momentof
the match we were struggling.”

In Sunday's martches, third-
placed Juventus, on 14 points,
entertain Genoa in the evening
while fourth-placed Fiorentina,
on 13 points, and ninth-placed
AC Milan host Siena and Empoli
respectively.

Mourinho rules
out England job

AFP, London

Jose Mourinho insists he is not
interested in replacing Steve
McClaren as England coach.

McClaren faces the sack if
England's stuttering Buro 2008
qualifyingcampaign endsin failure
and former Chelsea manager
Mourinho is the bookmakers'
favourite to take over.

Butthe Portuguese warts to stay
in club management and, claims
even if he did consider an interna-
tional job, the only challenge that
appeals to him is leading his own
country.

“I couldn't see myself coaching
any national team other than
Partugal. If I were coach of another
team and had to face Portugal, it
would be wrong," he told the News
oftheWorld.

“I think there are those who
adore me in England. [ adore
English football. But I won't go
back there for now. I'd like to come
back later.

“I'd like to continue in club
management, perhaps in [taly
where [ can test myself against their
tacticians. The national team
would be for later, The Portuguese
national team is an ambition but
notforthe Jose Mourinho of today.

"Being the coach of a national
team is not the same asbeingcoach
ofaclub. [t'sajob for someone whao
doesn'tlike working much.”

BUNDESLIGA
Hamburg
thrash
Stuttgart

AFP, Berlin

Hamburg striker Ivica Olic
smashed a first-halfhat-trick as his
side hammered 10-man ViB
Stuttgart 4-1 to go third as
Bundesliga league leaders Bayern
Munich extended theirlead.

Bayern had to come from
behind to win 2-1 at strugglers ViL
Bochum, which puts them six
points clear, but Saturday's shock
of the day was at Hamburg's HSH
Nordbank Arena as defending
Bundesliga champions Stuttgart
weredemolished.

Olic needed just 28 minutes to
complete his hat-trick before
Dutch defender Joris Mathijsen's
well-timed header made it four on
59 minutes until Stuttgart's Serdar
Tasci grabbed a consolation goal
on 73 minutes.

"We were very good in the first
half," said Hamburg coach Huub
Stevens.

This was Stuttgart's eighth
defeat in 11 games to leave them
13th in the league, while Hlamburg
are nowup to third.

At Bochum, the home side took
an early lead over Bayern when
German under-21 striker Dennis
Grote gave the hosts a surprise lead

‘onll minutes.

The German giants were back
on level terms after 35 minutes
when French star Franck Ribery
equalised with a deft touch as he
flicked striker Miroslav Klose's pass
past diving Bochum ‘keeper Jan
Lastuvka.

And German international
Bastian Schweinsteiger came off
the bench to seal the win with a
strike on 78 minutes.

Deco blow
for Barca

AFP, Barcelona

Barcelona must do without the
servicesof Deco for up to five weeks
with the club confirming that the
Portuguese international
playmakerhas tornathigh muscle.

Deco sustained the injury to his
left thigh in the 71st minute of
Saturday's 3-1 defeat at Villarreal
and will be missing for several
matches starting with Tuesday's
Champions League trip to Scottish
side Rangers.

Theloss of Deco is another blow
for Barca coach Frank Rijkaard who
already has key midfielder Yaya
Toure on thesidelines.

Boks rule
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been pushedoutoftouch.

"It was the turning point of the
match,” said the Sunday
Independent.

"Smit pulled his players into a
huddle and they left it with their
jaws set. England were given short
shrift, the match was controlled
and South Africa muscled their way
to victory."

The front-page of Rapporthad a
picture of Smit holding the trophy
aloft under the headline "Bravo
Bokke!"

"The World Cup is ours. Full
Stop."

The paper said that it had
received an sms immediately after
the final whistle from former presi-
dent Mandela, reading: "We are a
winning nation. Excellent! Well
done men, Youareour pride."

The match also made onto the
frontpage of the City Press, which
has a mainly black readership, with
a picture of Smit and President
Thabo Mbeki illustrating a story
headline: "Greenand Gold Joy".

Real, Barca both lose

AFP, Madrid

The two remain-
ing unbeaten
records were
wiped away on
Saturday as Real
Madrid and
Barcelona bath
tasted their first
defeats of the

&

season as

Espanyol and Villarreal upset the
farmbook.

Real knew they could move five
points clear of Barcelona at the top
after their rivals lost 3-1 toVillarreal
but failed to capitalise on that slip
as they fell to their firstdefeat of the
seasonina2-1lossatEspanyol.

Despite the defear champions
Real stay top but are just one point
ahead of Villarreal and Valencia
who defeated Deportivo La Coruna
4-2,

Bernd Schuster had watched his
Real team collect 19 points out of
possible 21 under his reign but the
German coach suffered his first
league defeat in charge as Espanyol
outclassed his team and could have
scored more but for the heroics of
Iker Casillas.

Albert Riera, who scored on his
Spain debut against Denmark last
weekend, put Espanyol ahead in
the very first minute with a free
header and Raul Tamudo, who.also
scored against Denmark, added a
second with a brilliant chip after
the interval.

Sergio Ramos scored late on for
Real but it was all in vain. Espanyol,
now just three points behind the
leaders, are proving this season's
giant killers having beaten Sevilla,
Valencia and now Real.

Real need to pick themselves up
for Wednesday's Champions
League match with Olympiakos.

Bojan Krkic made history by
becoming Barcelona's youngest
league scorer at the age of 17 years
and 52 days, but the celebrations
ended there as the title favourites
fell to their first league defeat of the
season with a 3-1 reverse at
Villarreal.

- Barcelona coach Frank Rijkaard
chose to take a swipe at interna-
tional commitments claiming they
left his team at an unfair disadvan-
tage.

"Perhaps itis just a coincidence
that the defeat comes after an
international break," said Rijkaard.

"The reality is that we hardly
trained aver the past two weeks and
on top of that we faced a team that
prepared conscientiously to face
us.”

Barcelona had won their last
four league outings to surge up the
standings but some woeful defend-
ing and a spot of deja-vu saw
French winger Robert Pires win two
penalties and Marcos Senna con-
vert them both.

Santiago Cazorfa had put
Villarreal ahead after just two
minutes before Krkic, a star for
Spain in the recent Under-17 World
Cup, got Barcelona back into the
match at 2-1 by becoming the

youngest player to score a league

goal for the Catalan club, eclipsing
Lionel Messi's mark of 17 vears, 10
monthsand seven days.

[ronically it was Messi who
supplied Krkic, deputising for the
dropped Ronaldinho, with the pass
to beat hishistorical landmark.

Barcelona must now regroup
ahead of their Champions League
trip to Rangers on Tuesday
although they must do without
Deco who tore a thigh muscle and
isout forup to five weeks.

Elsewhere Sevilla ended a
sequence of four straight league
defeats with a 2-0 victory over

, hottom side Levante,

Luis Fabiano scored twice
inside the first 13 minutes to put
Sevilla in control and they cruised
to only their third win of the sea-

501.

PHOTO: AFP

Real Madrid defender Sergio Ramos is muted in celebration of his consola-
tion strike during theirloss to Espanyolin the Primera Liga match at the Lluis
Companys Stadium in Barcelona on Saturday.
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