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Another blast kills
7 in Pakistan

AFP, Quena

Seven people were killed and 15
others wefe injured yesterday
when a homb exploded in amarket
in troubled Baluchistan province in
the latest violence to hit Pakistan,
policesaid,

The blast happened as passen-
gers were waiting at a mini-van
stand in the main market in Dera
Bugti town in the southwestern
province, which is in the grip of
low-level insurgency.

"Fhere was a bomb explosion In
the main bazaar and seven people
were killed and six are wounded,”
lacal police officer Hazoor Baksh
told AFE.

Another police officer said 15
people were wounded and a van
was completely destroyed in the
blast in Dera Bugti about 250 kilo-
metres southeast (155 miles) of
provineial capital Quetta.

"We are investigating if the
bombwas planted in the van which
was parked near a passenger van,"
local officer Mohammed Baluch
said.

The attack comes after 138

* people were killed in a suicide

bombing targeting former premier
Benazir Bhutto during her home-
coming parade in the southern
port city of Karachi late on
Thursday.

The blasts -- the worst suicide
bombing in Pakistan's history --
ripped through a crowd number-
ing tens of thousands of supporters
welcoming her return to Pakistan
after eight years in self—unpnsad
exile.

Bhutto has since pledged to stay
in Pakistan to combat militancy and
fight general elections in January,
seen as a key step to returning the
Islamic republicofsome 160 million
people tocivilian rule.

Police were probing Saturday a
list af possible suspects given by
Bhutto.

Bhutto has said that she
received a prior warning about
members al al-Qaeda, Pakistani
and Afghan Taliban and a Karachi-
based militantgroup who may plan
toattack her.

Pakistian has been hit by a wave
of Islamist violence, including
suicide attacks, unleashed after the
government ordered troops to
storm the al-Qaeda-linked Red
Mosque in [slamabad in July.

The operation, ardered by
President Pervez Musharraf, a key
ally in the US-led "war on terror”,
killed more than 100 people.

Another 300 people have since
diedin the Islamistviolence.

Baluchistan has been wracked
by a nearly three-year insurgency
by tribal rebels seeking greater
autonomy and an increased share
of the sparsely populated prov-
ince'srich natural resources.

In July, at least 27 Pakistanis
were killed in the province when a
suicide car bomber hit a police-
guarded convoy of Chinese work-
ers.

Seven police were among the
dead, but no Chinese nationals
were hurt, after the attacker
slammed an explosives-packed
vehicle into the convay.

Islamicand tribal militants were
targeting Chinese workers in order
to harm Islamabad's relations with
its powerful ally Beijing, analysts
and officialssaid at the time.

Tensions increased in the prov-
ince, bordering Iran and
Afghanistan, after rebel tribal chief
Mawabh Akbar Bugtl, who hails from
Dera Bugti, was killed in a military
operation in 2006 on his mountain
hideout, sparking days of riots and
general strikes.

EC invites JP
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on Thursday to sit with them (EC)
to hold talks on electoral reforms,”
JP presidium member Ziauddin
Hablu yesterday tald The Daily Star,

[n the letter, addressed to [P
Secretary General Ruhul Amin
Hawlader, the EC invited [P for
holding talks on electoral reforms
on November 1.

The EC's decision is likely 1o
bring an end 1o the row between
the two factinns over getting invita-
tion for tatks.

Both the factions sent letters to
the EC to claim that they were the
mainstream JP and should be
invited o hold dialogue with it on
electoral reforms,

Last month, the commission
asked Hawshan-led JP to explain
under which consdtutonal basis
Rawshan proclaimed herself the
party chief.

The ECis yet to be given reply in
this regard, Golam Mosih, self-
proclaimed secretary general of [P
told The Daily Star yesterday.

In a dramatic move, Rawshan
Ershad, senior presidium member
af Jatiya Party (JP), proclaimed
herself the acting party chief on
June 26 and unveiled plans for
intra-party reforms sceking to
dethrone HM Ershad. She also
introduced Presidium Member
Golam Mosih as the "new secretary
general” replacing the Incumbent,
Ruhul Amin Hawlader.

Prof Anwar
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Merely releasing four detained
teachers will not heal the wounded
dignity of Dhaka University, rather
the release of incarcerated teachers
and students of all public universi-
ries and normal academic activities
atthe university are necessary.
DrAnwar also said students and

- people also have a sense of dignity

like that of the army and care
should be taken that this does not
gethurt further. ’

The statement regretted that
some part of his statement was not
broadcast in full for which confu-
stonspread among the public.

It said Dr Anwar still believes
that his spontaneous urge touched
the army members and that they
will no longer nourish anger at
teachers and students, adding that
he spoke for lifting the state of
emergency soon and urged the
government to declare the sched-
ule for the general elections,

The statement said even after
his apology and promise of the
chief adviser in his address to the
nation that nobody will be arrested
other than 36 people, students
werearrested.

Ayeshasaid her family members
are anxdous after seeing the condi-
tion of Dr Anwar who has been
suffering from hearing problem
due to fungus infection.

Outlaw
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enforcers, the outlaws fired an Rab
members prompting them to
retaliate, said a Rab press release.
Salamwas killed on thespor,
Rab recovered two firearms,
three rounds of bullet and a sharp
weaponfrom thescene.
Salam was accused in a number
of cases including 16 for murder,

said the press release.

Later, FIM Ershad quit as the
Jatiya Party (JP) chairman on June
30 and appointed Presidium
Member Anisul Islam Mahmud to
deputise for him until the council
elects anewchief.

Expressing disappointment for
not getting EC's invitation, Golam
Mosih told The Daily Star that they
will send a letter to EC by

_'-'\IL‘LIHL.“d:n chaimirg thei irsuprem-

acyover the party.

"Rawshan was our chief in the
Inst parlisment and she is the most
sentor leader next wo HM Ershad. JP
under her leadership is the real and
mainstredm 18" said Golam Mosih.

“Reform o the party is now the
demand of time and we are in
favour of it," he said adding,” If the
EC does not appreciate reformists
thatwould be unfair.”

P presidivm member Zianddin
Bablu said they will send the EC a
list of participants for talks on
electoral reforms after the party
presidium mecting on October 25,

N-reactors for
sale: France vies
for big stake in
industry revival

f\_'l B, Mamanuville

On a strip of France's Channel
coast cranes, trucks and cement
silos are hard at work preparing the
waorld's most powerful nuclear
reactor and showcase of French
atomic savoir-faire.

In two months, workers in
Flamanville will pour the first
concrete for the third-generation
EPR, or European Pressurized
Reactor, touted as the safest and
cleanest addition to France's net-
workof 5 nuclear reactors.

With more than B0 percent of its
electricity generated by nuclear
plants, France sees itselfasa model
for successfully putting the atomat
work toward producing carbon-
free and relatively cheap power.

More than two decades after
Chernobyl shoak the world's faith
innuclear pawer, France is vying to
lead a waorldwide revival of the
nuclear industry as worries ahout
global warming and rising energy
prices have brought fission hack
into fashion.

President Nicolas Sarkozy, who
has described nuclear power as the
“enerpy of the future,”" stood up at
the UM last month and delivered
what was tantamount to a sales
pitch for French nuclear technol-
ogy.

"France is willing to help any
country which wants to acquire
civilian nuclear power. An energy
source for the future should not be
the preserve of western countries
and out of reach of eastern coun-
tries,” Sarkozy declared.

Such promotion at the top
world hady is music to the ears of
France's nuclear conglomerate
Areva which builds reactors, mines
uranium and provides fuel as well
as utilities giant Electricite de
France, which operates France's
nuclear plants.

"We have been running nuclear
power plants for 30 years in France
and there have been no major
incidents," said Goulven Graillat,
the head of industrial strategy at
EDE

Dhaka calls
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The Dangladesh delegation, led by
the health adviser, also proposecd
access to micro-credit and micro-
finance to be recognised as a con-
tributing sector (o women empow-
erment and improvement of
maternal health.

The adviser also held a bilateral
meeting with Dr Thoraya Obaid,
executive director of UNFPA, on
thesidelinesofthe conference.

Dr Obaid praised Bangladesh's
success in the areas of health and
family welfare, particularly in
improving reproductive health,
and reducing maternal and infant
mortality.

The health adviser sought con-
tinued support of the UNFPA
towards the implementation by
Bangladesh of health-related
Millennium Development Goals,
particularly MDGS on reducing
maternal mortallty.

The adviser is leading a six-
member delegation to this global
conference, organised jointly by
UNFEPA, the UK, DFID and Women
Care [nternational.

7 CU students
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of herarrest due to illness.

Officer in«Charge of the saine
police station Mohammad Alamgir
said they identified the accused
after scrutinising video footages,
photographs and interviewing
wilnesses.

Chittagong Bureau In-charge of
Dainik Sangram Hossain Didar
termed inclusion of Tipu's name in
the charge sheet imtentional as
according to him, the reporter
made a series of reparts on differ-
ent irregularities in the university
just before the August 22 incident.

Advisory council
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the ongoing Durga Puja and
expressed satisfaction over law and
order situation and security ensur-
ing celebration of the puja by the
Hindu community across the
country peacefully and jubilantly.
Members of the council of advis-
ersattended the meeting atthe CA's
Office. Cabinet secretary, CA's press
secretary and other secretaries
concerned were present.

Foreign nationals
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grounds that locals are able to dao
thesame task.

AL an inger-ministerial meeting
thie Bol deciddd tothald two et 0
ings o month instead of one w
speed up the process of approving
work permits.

The board has so far approved
1,140 new work permits and
renewed about 1AB0 permits on a
two-year termi basis in the last nine
maonths.

Fareign nationals are workingin
Bangladesh in mainly textile and
telecom sectors, buying houses,
hatchery plants, aviation, cement,
glass, software and re-rolling
industries.

Bakistani and Indian workers
dominate the work market here,
especially inthe textile sectorn

EC to look
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have to visit door to door to seek
vate during the next parliamentary
election as there will be a ban on
holding election showdowns,
putting up gralfit, pasting posters
and hangingbanners.

He said a candidate could con-
test from three constituencies atan
clection as demanded by the politi-
cal parties.

Gazipur Deputy Commissioner
Syed Mizanur Rahman presided
over the programme, also
addressed by Municipal Chairman
Mozammel Hague. General Officer
Commanding of Ninth Division
Maj General Mohammad Ashab
Uddinwas alsa present.

Food inflation
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and June'07, the global commodity
price index increased by 11.14
percent.

During the period, price of
soybiean oil Increased by 24.5 per-
cent in international market,
wheat 9.17 pt.ru.n: p.llm oil 41.68
percent and rice 5.5 percent, the
reportadds.

The BB report says net food
production in the last fiscal year
was 248.75 lakh tonnes against the
requirernent of 251,68 lakh tonnes.
For the first time in recent years,
food production was less than
requirement, as per the datn.

Besides, food import was also
less in the last FY as the country
imported 24,23 lakh tonnes of food.
During the FY 2005-06 import of
foad items was 25,63 lakh tonmes.

The recent flood also affected
production of aus and aman
paddy, resulting in a rising trend of
rice prices in the local market.
"Chances are very slim af a lower
rice price in recent dme," said a BB
official.

According to the latest Trading
Corporation of Bangladesh (TCH)
report, prices of per kilogram of
coarse rice Increased by 27.78
percent, while in case of wheat the
increase was 60.98 percent in the

[astone year.
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AL to propose
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the party received invitation from
the Election Commission (EC) fora
dialogue.

Earlier, AL prosidium member

Suranjit Sengupta also called [or
such a dialogue to resolve the
current political crisis in the coun-
try.
Syed Ashraf said the AL wants
the goverament and political
parties work toward a single goal.
And for that reason, they should sit
together to work out a resolution Lo
the current crisis.

"Alternative measurers” work
only when there is no dialogue, And
these "alternative measures” are
detrimental to the democracy and
politics of the country, said Ashraf.

On the EC's invitation, Ashraf
said the commission hag sent the
letter on Friday, seeking names of
10 leaders of his party for the dia-
logue with the EC scheduled for
November 4 and the ALCWC will sit
tomarrow to decide if his party
would join the dialogue with EC.

"If the meeting opts for the dia-
logue, the agenda for the dialogue
and the names of party representa-
tives will be finalised,” the acting
general secretary said adding thac
the AL, on behalf of the L4-party
alliance, would present a common
electoral reform proposal to the EC.

The AL leader hoped that
demaocracy would be strengthened
through the dialogues called by the
EC and the dialogues would usherin
a peaceful atmosphere in the coun-

Syed Ashral reiterated that
detained AL president Sheikh
Hasina would be released through
the legal and constitutional process
and the party would participate in
the next elections under her leader-
ship.

The AL acting general secretary
said his party wishes to take part in

the upcoming local government
elections including the election at
city carporations and preparations
are underway in this regard. Fe,
however, said a suitable political
environmentis necessary fora party
to be able to take part in the elec-
tions,

Referring to reforms in the AL,
Ashraf sald reforms would be car-
ried outin the party from within, nat
due to pressure from outside. Those
who are in favour of reforms are in
favour of Sheikh Hasina and there is
no division in the party over the
issue, he abserved.

Asked whether some of the
dissident reformist leaders were
feeling insecure about attending
tomorrow's ALCWC meeting,
Ashraf said he spoke with many of
the leaders, but no one told him that
they feltinsecure.

Severe organisational actions
would be taken againstany member
of the party for causing any unto-
ward incident, he said seeking
cooperation from the authorities
concerned.

Bandits ﬂlng
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of the Brahmaputra Express soon
after it pulled out of Gafargaon
station for Baharudabad Ghat at
about 9.30pm.

" Thehooligans threw the victims
onto the ground as the latter tried
to resist them, locals added.

Police recovered the bodies and
sent them to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital for autopsy,

Officer-in-charge at Gafargion
Police Station, however, could not
confirm whether robbers threw the
two men to death, saying they
could have died from falling from

+ the crowded rooftop.

The injured were admitted to
Gafargaon Upazila Health
Complex.

Next national polls

FROM PAGE 1
Asked about the move, Jatiya Party
(Ershad) Presidium Member
Ziauddin Bablu said no one wants
to go back to the time preceding
l[anuary L1, the day the president
declared the state of emergency
amid political turmoil and
cancelled the parllamentary polls
slated for January 22

"w|, want a patriotic n.uiﬂm]ist

n.mun " he midl:g IE !.’Ht tr

Mahbubur Rahman said once
the alliance is formed they would
announce an agenda for national
consensus on some key issues like
culture of hartal and parliament
boycotts.

They would look to mount a
challenge to the AL-led 14-party
combine which has lately been
active to gain strength in the con-
textof changing political scenario.

Jatiya Party (Ershad) and Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) had joined
the Al-led grand electoral alliance
before the January 11 changeover.
But that alliance disbanded soon
after the parliamentary election
wits suspended,

The AL has eecently been work-
ing to strengthen bonds with the
14-party components, But it has

yet to take any step to rebuild rela-
tions with the Jatiya Party and the
LDFE

Meanwhile, some other sources
said that in response to a message
communicated by some senior
leaders, Khaleda Zia has voiced her
reservitions about bringing back
to the fold expelled secretary gen-

eral Bhuiyan, expelled joint secre-_

tary general Ashraf I—iu!,.w.in.
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Sadeque Hossain Khoka, former
lawmakers Zahiruddin Swapan
and Sardar Shakhawat Hossain
Balkul.

She has directed Khandaker
Delwar to continue talking to
others who have been siding with
Bhuiyan but now want to return to
the party, sources said,

Leaders close to Khaleda Zia
want the party to unite before the
talks with the EC, leaving out the six
leaders, They fear that the six might
seek to cause disorder in the party
aganinover theleadership issue,

“They tried o &plir the party to
serve their personal Interests dur-
ing the crisis time. The leaders and
workers will never trust them
again,” a pro-Khaleda leader yes-
terday told The Daily Star,

Subsidy for PDB
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from power plants and sales it at Tk
237, Only a few years back, the
PDB's average power purchase
price stood at Tk 2.15 per unit and
the sale price was around Tk 2.1
Back then, systems loss had been
the key fuctor for the PDB's losses.

During this fiscal year, PDB's
losses [tom power sales will hover
around Tk 600 crore while in the
previous fiscal year, the losses were
around Tk 1,100 crote. The PDB
had been incurring about Tk 400
crore losses a year from the late
nineties to 2002-03. This losses
exceeded Tk B79 crore in fiscal
2005-06.

The PDB has been asking the
government for many years to
rationalise power tariff. Atleast, the
lowest tariff should be such that the
PDA's financial position remains at
abreak-even point, it praposed.

The PDB is forced to sell power
at a loss-incurring rate to Rural
Electrification Board (REB}, Dhaka
Electric Supply Company (Desco)
and Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority “(Desa), which take 80
percent of power. [t sells the
remaining 20 percent power o
general customers at a higher price
rate.

"It is interesting that though the
RED purchases power from the
PDB at a rate of around Tk 2 per
unit and sells the same at around
Tk 4 It incurs losses due to s own
mismanagement, " noted an
expertofthe PR

The government had long
ignored timely adjustmept of
power tariff apparently to remain
popular’, he said. "But everything
has a just price and at some point
you have to either pay the just price
or see switching off of the power
plantsone by one," headded.

There are more than 70 lakh
power custormners across the coun-
try with the peak demand for power
excecding 5,200 megawatt (MW)

against a maximum supply of 3,300
MW last year. The supply situation
temmporarily improved last month
when the PDB was ready to supply
up to 4,200 MW power. But the
shabby and long-starved local
power distribution systems failed
to absorb this "saturation’ of power
supply.
INFLATION AND POWER TARIFF
Power sale had not been a loss-
making affair at the beginning,
even though there were fewer
consumers and power plants used
imported petroleum. Power plants
started utilising cheaper loecal
natural gas from the sixties. Power
sale tariff was still economic for the
PDB, at least on record, despite the
inflation in the seventies and eight-
ies. Back then, systems loss or
power theft was the main problem.

While the thelt problem was
hardly addressed, subsequent
governments did not adjust power
tariff in line with investment costs,
pushing the PDB toa perpetual loss
makingsituation.

Back in 1964 (and till 1974),
domestic consumers were charged
a4 flat rate of Tk 0.31 per unit of
power they used. Now, after 43
years and many phases of inflation,
domestic users pay a minimum of
Tk2.50 for the first 100 units.

Similarly, power tariff for small
industries, commercial or agricul-
tural consumers used to be Tk 0.16
per unit in 1964, These rates have
increased to flat rates of Tk 4.02, Tk
5.30 and Tk 193 for these three
categories consumers,

According to experts and offi-
cials dealing with power tariff
issues, price of power was defi-
nitely not adjusted in
synchronisation with the econ-
omy's inflationary trends because
Bangladesh is a poor nation. But
the present tariff was not fixed on
the: basis of cost of production of
power.

Durga Puja
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The august day is preceded by the
'-Igrrmll'r: festivities of Mahalaya, the
first day of the extravaganza, Sashthi,
Saptami, Ashtamiand MNabami.

Festivities build up on
Mahasaptami, Mahashtami and
Muhdn1g1ml culminating in Vijaya
Dashami, which marks the end of
Durga Puja.

Thousands gathered yesterday to
celebrate the Mahanabami, followed
by the Kumari Puja on Friday. They
visited different puja mandaps. at
Dhakeswari Mational Temple,
Jagannath Hall of Dhaka Universi
Rammna Kali Mandir, Siddheswari Kal I
Mandir, and temples in Tant Bazar,
Shankhari Bazar, Bangla Bazar,
Mohakhaliand Farm Gate areas.

Mahanagar Sarbajanin Puja
Udjapan Committee has arranged a
blood-donation programme at
L L.00am today. They will also bring
out a Dashami procession from
Palashi intersection that will pass
through the city down to Waiz Ghat,
where theimmersionwill be held.

Leaders of different political,
social and cultural organisations,
meanwhile, continued to visit puja
mandaps and exchange greetings
with the Hindus.

Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
Mayor Sadeque Hossain Khoka, US
Charge d'Affaires Geeta Pasi,
[nspector Generalof Police (IGP) Nur
Mohammad, Dhaka City Police
Commissioner Nayeem Ahmed
yesterday exchanged greetings with
peopleatthenational temple.

The leaders of the Puja
Committee, Bangladesh Hindu-
Bouddha-Christian Qikya Parishad,
Jatiya Party, Workers Party of
Bangladesh, Bangladesh Chhata
Moitree, Bangladesh [atiya Hindu
Muhn]ole, Bangladesh Jatiya Hindu
Moitree Parishad, Shree Shree
Ramshita Mandir and Bangladesh
Chhatra Jubo Oikya Parishad greeted
thepeopleontheeve oftheVijaya.

Gen Moeen
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of caretaker government is usually
appointed for 90 days. But since this
governmentis to remain in power for
two years, it Is difficult for 11 advisers
to run the administration as each
advisorisinchargeof fourministries.

Gen Moeen said the government
is examining the possibility of
appointing "assistants” to the
adviser by maintaining the constiw-
tion.

Earlier, the army chief had a
meeting with Congressman and Co-
Chair of Bangladesh Caucus in US
Congress Joseph Crowley.

Anti-graft
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rale to address it He gave assur-
ahbe of all sorfs of 115 assistanké ih
this regard.

BSS adds: Joseph Crowley also
lauded different government initia-
tives including establishment of an
independent election cominission
and for making a flawless voter [ist
to hold a free and neutral election by
implementing the election
roadmap.

Gen Moeen also visited Jackson
Heights in Queens, a commercial
hub dominated by expatriate
Bangladeshis. Exchanging greetings
with them, the army chief expressed
happiness over expansion of their
businessesinthearea,

The army chief later went to
Florida where he was to attend a
dinnerinhis honour Saturday night,

Laos wants
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Boupha told a press briefing yester-
day after he met Bangladesh Foreign
Secretary Md Touhid Hossain at the
state guest house Padmain Dhaka.

Boupha, who is leading the first
high-level delegation from Laos after
diplomatic relations were estab-
lished in 1988, also said they are
Interested to increase bilaterl trade
with Bangladesh.

"Bilateral talks were held to intro-

duce each other's markets and
explore different sectors,” he said
adding the two sides would take
initiatives to open up consulates in
both the countries and also look to
improve air links and possible road
links through Myanmar.
Bangladesh (oreign secretary said
they have agreed in principle to give
visas to the businesspeople of both
the countries upon their arrival to
improveinteraction between them.

He said the current trade volume
between the countries is quite insig-
nificant. "Laos is a medium size
market, which we can penetrate and
makesignificantinroads," headded.

Touhid said Bangladeshi phar-
maceutical products have alreacly

-achieved a good reputation in

Vietnam and steps have been taken
to explore more Southeast Asian
countries.

Boupha will meet leaders of
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry today and is scheduled to
callon foreign adviser tomorrow.

Benazir vows
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+ She had mostly worked out a

power-sharing deal with him, but
his re-election as president earlier
this month is now being challenged
inthe courts.

The United States, which sees
Pakistan as a key ally in its "war on
terrar,” led the global outery to the
blasts. The White House said
[slamic extremists were likely to
blame, and Washington offered
help with the [nvestigation.

Australin said the attack bore
the hallmarks of al-Qaeda, while
UM Secretary General Ban Ki-
moondenounced the bambing.
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[ran's top negotiator
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accepted his resignation,” state
news agency IRNA  quoted Elhvm
a5 saying. "The appointment of
Larijani’s replacement is under
study.”

Rumours have been circulating
in lran for months that Larijani was
urthappy and had offered to resign
several tmes. But nothing had ever
beenconfirmed by officials.

Elham offered no explanation for
the resignation except to say that
Larijani had "personal reasons” to
step down.

"He said he wanted to have other
activities in politics and had asked
the president several times to resign
from his post,” he said, according to
the Fars news agency.

Larijani, who took on his post
after Ahmadinejad's election in
2005, was one of the most powerful
figures in the Islamic republic,
leading two years of sensitive talks
with El officials over [ran's nuclear
programme.

He maintained Iran's paosition
that it would never yield in the
nuclearstandoff.,

In his capacity as head of the
Supreme National Security Council,
he also handled other security
issues, Including the process lead-
in% up to the release of 15 British
sailorsarrested in [ranin March.

[ran is expected to appoint a
deputy foreign minister, Saeed Jalilj,
to replace Larijani, the [ranian
mediareported.

Elham added that Iran's next
meeting with EU foreign policy
chief Javier Solana, scheduled for
Tuesday in Rome, would go ahead
with ].ar{ljuni':; SUCCESHOL.

It will take place "as scheduled
with the new head of supreme
nationalsecurity council,” hesaid.

[ranian media however said it
was still possible that Larijani would
take part in the meeting in some
capacity.

The resignation also came alter
confusion of whether Russian
President Viadimir Putin had
handed over a message on Iran's
nuclear programme during his
landmarkvisitto [ranlastweek.

Larijani had said on Wednesday
that Putin made a special proposal
to break the c[e.u.ﬁuck over the
nuclear programme in talks with
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khameneiduring his visit to Iran on
Tuesday.

But Ahmadinejad was quoted as
saying by the semi-official Fars news
agency: "There was no nuclear
proposal.”

Ahmadinejad did not explain his

contradiction of the remarks b
Larijani, who is also an ex-head of
state broadcasting.

Despite several meetings during
the past year, Larijani and Solana
have not overcome the deadlock
over Tehran's refusal to suspend its
sensitive uranium enrichment
dctivities.

Solana must report to oo
world powers Brﬂnln. France,
Germany, Russia, China and the
United States before mid-
November on Ian's willingnicess to
give up uranium enrichment in
exchange for political and fade
incentives. 4

The West, led by the United
States, believes that [ran's nuclesr
programume is cover for a diive o
develop an atomic bomb, but
Tehran insists it is for eivilian abjec-
tivesonly.

The UN Security Council hns
already impased two sets of sanc-
tions on [ran over its refusal to sus-
pend uranium enrichment activi-
ties, a process that can be used both
to make atomic fuel and in highly
enriched form a nuclearweapon.

Frustrated by the slow pace in
agreeing more UN sanctions, the
United States and European allies
like France are also pushing for
unilateral action to step up the
economicpressureon [ramn.

Meanwhile, [ran yesterday
warned it would fire off 11,000
rockets at enemy bases within the
space of a minute [f the United
States launched military action
against the Islamic republic.

"In the first minute of an inva-
ston by the enemy, 11,000 rockets
and cannons would be fired ar
enemy bases,” said a brigadier
general in the clite Revolutionary
Guards, Mahmoud Chaharbaghi.

"This volume and speed of firing
would continue," added
Chaharbaghi, who is commander of
artillery and missiles of the Guards'
ground forces, according to the
semi-official Farsnews agency.

The United States has never
ruled out attacking Iran to end its
defiance over the controversial
[ranian nuclear programme, which
the US alleges is aimed at making
nuclear weapons but [ran insists is
entirelypeaceful,

Iran E-}s for its part vowed never
to initiate an attack but has also
warned of a crushing response to
anyactofaggression againstitssoil.

"Ifa war breaks out in the future,
it will not last long because we will
rub their noses in the dirt," said
Chaharbaghi.

Malaysia to ensure
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"Even if the workers go baclk first,
we will still proceed with the claims
and any money due will be sent to
Bangladesh,” he said.

He also pointed out that the
Bangladeshiworkers in general did
not seem w be aware that they
could have filed their complaints
with the [nbour department.

By holding a strike and attempt-
ingto protest at their embassy, they
ended up breaching their work
contract and would only be able to
claim for payment untl the day
they stopped work, he said. "[[ they
don't come to work for two consec-
utive days, they are deemed to have
breached their contract. They
should have reported their com-
plaints to us earlier as we can act
fastand deal with theiremployers.”

Ismail said the four textile facto-
ries are all owned by the same
company and the company cauld
be charged for not reporting rele-
vant employment details including
the number of foreign workers it
was employing to the labour
department.

All employers who employ
foreign workers are required to file
this report under the Employment
Act 1955 within 14 days upon
receiving a new batch of workers,
but many employers do not com-
ply, he added,

On why problems seem to be
rife among Bangladeshi workers
compared with workers from other
countries, Ismail said some
employers were still using recruit-
ing agents despite being warned

ng_.unst such prageie@ s
"These agents are illegal. They
could be either Malaysians or
Bangladeshis who come here on
social visit passes and hang around
for o while o make contact with
employers,” said the director gen-
eral. "The problem is, some
employers take this lightly, even
giving agents the powerof attorney.
.. The agents want to make a cut
for themselves and that's how the
workers are given false promises of
higherpay.”

Local scientists
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the mixture of the juice of 20-22
berry leaves and one litre water," he
added.

The RDA has set up four "rural
crops clinfes” in Amrul union to
train farmers about the processes
of preparing such pesticides and
their usage, Zakaria said, adding
that field level officials of the
Department of Agricultural
Extension are helping the farmers
in detecting the discases of vegeta-
bles and treating those.

Three trained up women ward
comimissioners of the union are
now working as "plant dectors”
prescribing the farmers after diag-
nosing the diseases of vegetables.

"This is the first time in
Bangladesh that medicines [for
treatment of plants| are being
prescribed in writing," Zakaria
said, adding that the plant doctors
also attend calls from farmers.

New US sanctions
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However, a Yangon-based diplo-
mat voiced scepticism over the
impact of the Iatest US sanctions
designed to pressure the junta into
ending its repression of pro-
democracy activists.

"The junta leaders may feel
nervous because the United States
was stepping up pressure very
quickly," said the diplomat, who
declined to be named.

"But the impact of the latest US
sanctions is limited at best. [ don't
think Myanmar's top leaders still
hold vast assets in the United
States,” hesaid.

The military government has
been under international pressure
sinceitviolently put down peaceful
protests, led by Buddhist monks, in
Yangon on September 26, killing at
least 13 people and detaining some
3,000 people.

In the wake of the violence, the
United States ordered a freeze on
theassets of 14 top officials, includ-
ing Myanmar's junta leader
General Than Shwe.

On- Friday, Washington further
tightened sanctions by adding 11
more junta leaders, including 10
government ministers, to the

existing list of 14 officials whose U5
assets have been frozen.

Anti-junta rallies began ‘in
August following a massive hike in
fuel prices and snowballed into the
higgest challenge to the iron-fisted
regime in nearly two decades.

The bloody crackdown sparked
global outrage against the junta,
with the United Srates and the
European Union tightening sanc-
tions, while the United Nations
also urged the regime to open talks |
with Aung San Suu Kyi.

The United States has limposed
sanctions due to Myanmar's rights
abuses, including the detention of
62-year-old DMNobel peace prize
winner Aung San Suu Kyl, who has
spent most of the past 18 years
under house arrest inYangor.

Aung San Suu Kyi has publicly
discouraged foreign investrnent in
Myanmar in a bid to pile pressure
on the military, which has ruled the
Southeast Asian country since
1962,

But the impact of the sanctions
has been weakened by the eager-
ness of China, India and Thailand
to tap Myanmar's rich natural
wealth to fuel their own growing
economies.



