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‘UP CHAIRMAN TAHO MURDER CASE IN BAJITPUR

Ex-BNP MP Monju, 6 party
men in fresh charge sheet

Oun CORRESPONDENT, Kishoregan

Former BNP lawmaker Mojibur
Rahman Monju and six other
party men have been included
in the fresh charge sheet of
Union Parishad chairman Taher
Uddin Taho murder case in
Bajitpur in Kishoreganj district.

Manju was elected from
Kishoreganj-6 (Bajitpur-Nikly)
constituency in the last parlia-
mentaryelection

Their names were dropped
from the charge sheet submit-
ted earlier.

Present investigation officer
(I0) of the case additional
superintendent of police (ASP)
Sharif Shamsul Huq of Bajitpur
Circle submitted the charge
sheet to a first class magistrate
court in Kishoreganj on
Tuesday.

The other BNP leaders
included in the charge sheet are
Bajitpur upazila BNP secretary
and Hilochia Union Parishad
chairman Abul Fazal, Musharof
Hossen of Satuta village, Salam
of Hilocia, Jaynal Abedin of
Pdrabajitpur in Nikly upazila,
Methu of Boromaipara in
Bajitpur and Achmat Ali of
Gurui village in Bajitpur.

All the seven were on the list

Mojibur Rahman Menju

of accused in Taher Uddin Taho
murder case, sources at Bajitpur
police station said.

Earlier, on November 25, the
former 10 of the case, SI
Imdadul Huq Bashar of Bajitpur
police station, submitted
charge sheet of the case by
dropping names of former BNP
lawmaker Manju and six other
BNP leaders.

As the names of seven BNP
leaders were dropped from the
charge sheet, complainant of
the case Taher Uddin Taho's
wife Josna Begum submitted a
prayer to the court for reinvesti-
gation.

Following the prayer, the

court ordered reinvestigation
into the murder by a police
officer not below the rank of
superintendent of police (SP).
As per the court order, ASP
Sharif Shamsul Hoque con-
ducted a fresh investigation and
submitted the charge sheet,
police sources said.

Taher Uddin Tahu was killed
at Hilochia Bazar in Bajitpur on
October 10 last year. The killers
shoot Tahu and then hacked
him with lethal weapons in the
morning, Tahu's wife Josna
alleged in her complaint.

She filed a murder case with
Bajitpur police station on the
same day accusing 22 people
including former lawmaker
Mojibur Rahman Monju as the
‘mastermind' and Bajitpur
upazila BNP secretary Fazal as
the 'gang leader' of the killers.

According to the case state-
ment and complainant Josna,
there was a dispute between Tahu
and Monju for long over water
badies in Bajitpur. Tahu led a rival
faction of BNPin the area,

It was also alleged that party
men led by Tahu attacked
Monju's a puhlic meeting and
ransacked the podium on
September 20 last year.

According the charge sheet

and investigation by ASP Sharif
Shamsul Hoque, Monju
expressed his grievances
against his rival Tahu at several
indoor party meetings and
threatened Tahu with death,

ASP Sharif Shamsul Hoque
said, among the 22 accused, five
were arrested and produced
before court, which sent them
to jail. They are in Kishoreganj
jail now.

In the charge sheet, the rest
17 accused including Monju
were shown as absconding. But
sources close to Monju said he is
on anticipatery bail granted by
a higher court.

Court Inspector Chapal Kanti
Roy said, the ASP of Bajitpur
Circle submitted the charge
sheet. Hearing will be held in
the court of first class magis-
trate Habibun Nahar.

While contacted, com-
plainant Josna. begum said,
she is happy as all the 22
accused are included in the
new charge sheet. She hopes
shewill get justice now.

She alleged that by using the
influence of the then ruling
party, Monju managed to drop
his name and names of six oth-
ers from the earlier charge
sheet.
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Rejoinder and
our reply

Moulvibazar ADM Sanat Kumar
Shah has issued a rejoinder to a
report published in The Daily Star
on page 6 on October 3 under the
headline 'Life saving drugs scarce
in Moulwibazar'.

The rejoinder said, "It was men-
tioned in the story that it was pre-
pared on investigation, but itis not
correct. Practically, the life saving
medicine "Bardinal" in tablet or
Injection form have not been sup-
plied since long. So there is no
question that the medicine of Taka
24 is being sold at Taka 400 to 500.
This correspondent had not found
any evidence in this regard.

“This story was prepared without
discussion of 'responsible’ authori-
ties in Moulvibazar or anywhere.
Source mentioned in the story not
proved by this correspondent.

"It was not proper to quote
unknown and unauthorised person
at the office of the Drug
Administraton at Dhakainthe story”,

Our Correspondent's reply:

The story was prepared by col-
lecting information from different
sources. 'Bardinal’ tablet or injection
Is not available in the local market. A
section of unscrupulous brokers
bring those from Dhaka Midford
wholesale market and sell it at Tk
400-5300 which is an open secret in
the town. This information was
gathered from some medicine shops
andverified by thiscorrespondent.

It is unexpected from a trader
now to publicly admit charging so
exarbitant price of a medicine.
Scarcity of supply of this medicine
has created this situation.

The four medicine stores men-
tioned in the story is not liable for
this high price. This correspondent
talked to salesmen at the stores
before preparing the story. They
said they got those from some
people who brought those from
Dhakaas therewas nosupplyofthe
medicines in Moulvibazar in last
ten years, As normal practice, a
source can seekanonymity.

ke R i 5 R

PHOTO: STAR

The Shahjalal Bridge-lll, left, over the Surmariver on Sylhet bypass highway cannothe apened for traffic asits southern approach road remains incomplete for overayear.

Shahjalal Bridge unutilised as
approach road incomplete

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet

The Shahjalal Bridge-lll over
Surma river on Dhaka-Sylhet-
Sunamganj highway could not he
opened for traffic four years after
the deadline as the southern
approach road could not be com-
pleted in more thana year.

Besides, work on raising the rail
tracks which crosses the road at
Mollargaon could net be com-
pleted.

Due to the unusual delay, the
project cost has increased to Tk 45
crore from Tk 34 crore, sources
said.

The then finance minister and
former lawmaker from Sylhet-1
constituency M Saifur Rahman
inaugurated the road on October
23 last year ahead of completion

the approach road and others
works.

The 26L-metre bridge on the
Dhaka-Sylhet-Sunamgan]j highway
bypasses Sylhetcity.

Work on the bridge began in
August 2000 and was scheduled to
be completed by August 2003 at a
totalcost of Tk 34 crore.

An official of Roads & Highways
(R& H) Department said, complex-
ity in acquiring lands for approach
roads caused a stalemate in the
wark for over two years from 2004.

Though the main bridge was
completed long ago, we could not
start the approach part in time due
to cases with some locals, he
added.

On the other hand, some locals
in Sheikhpara alleged that the
Roads & Highways authorities

changed the original design and
alignment of the road several times
to earn illegal benefit by saving
lands of some influential men,

The tricky and corrupt practice
by a scction of R&H officials
affected over 100 poor men in the
area, the locals alleged while talk-
ing tot this correspondent during a
recent visit.,

R&H executive engineer in |

Sylhet Abdus Sabur, who took
office recently said things
remained stalled for different
reasons. "We have started work in
full swing to finish the whole job in
2-3months.

“The railway authorities have
also completed elevating rail
tracks. There is possibility of open-
ing the bridge for wraffic after
December", he said.

AHOTO: 5TAR
Barisal Divisional Commissioner Harun Chowdhury inaugurates vater registration with photographs In Barisal city
_yesterday.

GOVT REVENUE LOSS

ACC charge sheet against
ex-AL minister Swapan

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Sirujgani

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) has submitted a charge sheet to
Sirajganj Speedy Trial Tribunal against
two persons including Awami League
leader and former state minister
Hasibur Rahman Swapan for causing
Tk 11.60 lakh revenue loss to the
government throughabuse of power.

Rashidur Reza, Assistant
Director of Pabna district ACC
submitted the charge sheet to
Sirajganj Speedy Trial Tribunal
accusing Swapan and Sakim Uddin,
a leaseholder of Talgachhi cattle
marketinShahzadpur upazila.

The two accused went into
hiding shortly after the declaration
of emergency in January 11,
Shahzadpur police said.

In 1405 Bangla year, Talgachhi
cattle market was leased for Tk
26.10 lakh.

Hasibur Rahman Swapan, who
was elected from Sirajganj-7 con-
stituency (Shahzadpur] as a BNP
candidate and later became state
minister for industry after joining
the AL, arranged leasing of the
cattle market to Sakim Uddin for Tk
14.50 in an auction. This caused Tk
LL.60 lakh revenue loss to the gov-

Hasibur Rahman Swapan

ernment, Sirajgan] ACC said in a
case filed with Shahzadpur Police
StationonFebruary 2, 2007.

Rashidur Reza, assistant direc-
tor of Pabna district ACC, got the
charge of investigation to the case
and he submirtted the charge sheet
to the court against Swapan and
Sakim Uddin on October 11.

When contacted over cell phone,
Swapan told The Daily Star yesterday
that Talgachhi cattle market was
leased out in an auction through the
decision ofupazila Parishad, wherehe
had nothing to do. He is now a victim
of conspiracy, he added.

CRESCENT JUTE MILLS

Workers on strike
for bonus, dues

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Production of the Crescent Jute
Mills was suspended from 8:00am
yesterday as the workers started
work abstention to press home
their demand for payment of Eid
bonus and other dues.

Workers observed sit-in from
Hg:00am to 2:00pm and demon-
strated in front of the mill, warning
the management of dire conse-
quences in case of any action
againstagitating workers.

Security forces were put an high
alert in Khulna-Jessore industrial

belt from yesterday morning to
tackle any unwanted situation due
to the programme called by the
workers of seven jute mills.

The project directors of seven
jute mills in Khulna-Jessore indus-
trial belt have sought security from
law enforcers as they said they fear
violence for inability to satisfy the
waorkers by paying their dues.

Police arrested vice-presidentof
CJM Workers Union Abdul
Khaleque on Friday night on
charge of fuelling agitation.

Most of the CBA leaders of the jute
mills have gone into hiding.
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SHANTIMOY CHAKMA, Rangamati

Kaptai Hydroelectric Power Plant
(KHPP), the country's lone hydro-
electric project, is now at its opti-
mum operation, producing 230mw
poweracay.

All the five generators of the
plant are in full operation from [ast
monthas water level of Kaptai Lake
is at its highest level in nine years,
KHPP sources told this correspon-
dentyesterday.

Following rains in the last few
days, water level of Kaptai Lake
swelled by two to three feet, inun-
dating fresh areas in the district for
the second time this year.

KHPP sources said only 10 to 12
mw power is needed for Rangamati

Kaptai plant at its

highest generation

230MW power produced a day as
lake water level peak in 9 years

spillways ol the power plant now,

During last dry season (April-
June), most of the generators of
KHPP remained inoperative due to
fall in the water level of the Lake.
Power generation hovered around
35 mw during that period, the
sources sald.

The five generators were oper-
ated by rotation during the dry
season. The power produced then
could meet only the demand of
Kaprtaiupazila Sadar, theysaid.

Mow, the Means Sea Level (MSL)
of the lake is 108.94 whereas it
came down to 68,84 during the last
dryseason.

Kaptai Hydroelectric Dam s
capable of holding water up to 109
feet depthin the lake, and the level

PHGTO: STAR
Boats are used to carry people across the Karnaphuli as the rain-fed river flooded the hanging bridge at Kaptai.

Adivasi leaders
demand rescue
of Purnima

RU CORRESPONDENT

Jativa Adivasi Parishad in a state-
ment yesterday demanded imme-
diate steps to rescue indigenous
freedom fighter Shuklal Murmu's
minor daughter Purnima Murmu
from captors.

On September 29, Purnima
Murmu was abducted allegedly by
an influential person of Moyenpur
village under Tanore upazila of
Rajshahi.

In the statement, the parishad
leaders urged the police adminis-
tration and authorities concerned
to take immediate steps to rescue
the ahducted girl. They said Tanor
police did not arrest any accused
person three weeks alter the inci-
dent.

They condemned police's
misbehave with Purnima's father
Suklal and harassing indigenous
peopleinthearea.

Jatiya Adivasi Parishad
President Anil Marandi, General
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