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Fight religious extremism

Pak press urges political parties

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistani newspapers urged
yesterday political parties to
unite to fight religious extrem-
ism in the wake of the nation's
worst suicide bombing that
killed 139 people.

Papers warned that the rise
of extremism was the biggest
challenge facing the Islamic
nation of 160 million people as
it attempts to return to democ-
racy with general elections due
in January.

"It is even more evident now
that moderate forces should
join hands and work harder to
fight the forces of extremism,"

the widely published Urdu-

language Jang newspaper said.

"The entire nation should
risc above political, religious
and regional conflicts and work
as one to fight the threat
because extremisin and terror-
ism is the biggest challenge
facing Pakistan,” it said in an
editorial.

The suicide blasts overnight
Thursday in Karachi targeted
former premier Benzir Bhutio
who returned to Pakistan after
eight years in self-imposed
exile 1o lead her party in the

12 killed in
Indian bldg
collapse

!\FF, Chennaf

Twelve people died and cleven
sustained severe injuries in
southern India when an apart-
ment building collapsed after
"heavy rain, police said Saturday.

Three women and a boy were
among those who died in the
accident late Friday in southern
Coimbatore city.

Around 500 policemen were

“deployed to clear the debris and
help with rescue work, city police
commissioner C.K Gandhirajam
said.

The apartments -- built by the
government 30 years ago -- had
developed deep cracks and resi-
dents had been advised to move
out forrepairwork.

“The building collapsed even
as the victims were still busy
packing all that they considered
valuable,” said a senior police
official, who did not wish to be
named.

Such accidents are common
in India, where houses and
flyovers often collapse because
of heavy rain, poor construction
materials or flouted of building
regulations.

One killed,2
hurt as plane
crashes into
apartment

A¥P, Montreal

One person died and two were
injured on Friday when a light
aircraft smashed into a ninth-
floor suburban apartment in this
western Canadian metropolis,
policesaid.

“There was one fatality
believed to be the pilot and sole
occupant of the aircraft," said a
policestatement.

The Piper Seneca, a twin-
engine, six-seater aircralt,
crashed into the densely popu-
lated residential neighborhood
of Richmond just aflter lifting off
from Vancouver International
Airport Friday afternoon.

It was bound for the nearby
suburb of Pitt Meadows, some 40
kilometers (25 miles) northeast,
Kate Donegani of the Vancouver
Airport Authority told AFR,

Scores of residents of nearby
apartments were evacuated as
fire officials cleaned up aviation
fuel. No flames or smoke were
visible after the aircraft smashed
through the outside wall and was
engulfed entirely by the building.

Witnesses told local television
that a woman in red appeared in
the destrtoyed window shortly
after the crash, screaming for
helpinChinese.

Police said Canada's national
transportation authority would
investigate the cause of the
crash, Several witnesses told
television reporters the aircraft
engine was making unusual
sounds before the plane fell from

_thesky.

FHOTO, AFP

A supporier of former Pakistani prime minister Benazir Bhutto carries a
stick in front of burning tyres during a protest in Karachi yesterday.

elections,

The blasts ripped through a
crowd of tens of thousands of
her supporters gathered on the
streets for her homecoming
parade.

Bhutto, who was unharmed,
said she received warnings
ahead of her return about mem-
bers of al-Qaeda, Pakistani and
Afghan Taliban and a Karachi-
based militant group who may
plan to attack her.

The English-language Daily
Times warned extremism was
destroying the move to democ-
racy and jeopardising the
January election,

"Democracy can function
only after conditions for it have
been created, the upmost of
which is law and order and writ
ofthe government.

"Inside Pakistan, the biggest
obstacle in the way of democ-
racy is terrorism, and those
who don't want to fight it can-
not be friends of democracy,” it
said in an editorial.

The entire front page of the
paper's Metro section named
those killed on Thursday
under the headline "The
names of those who will be
missed.”

Chronology of major attacks

ATFP, Islamabad

Pakistan has been beset by violence,
almost all suicide bombings mostly
claimed byIslamicmilitants, since the
military stormed the al-Qaeda linked
RedMosque in Islarnabad inJuly.

The attacks, culminating this
week with blasts during former
premier Benazir Bhutto's home-
coming parade, Pakistan's worst
suicide bombing, have left almost
400 people dead.

Here is a chronology of major
attacksin thelast four months:

July 12: Suicide car bomber kills

five people, including three police; -

in Swat in the northwest. Throe'
people die 'when another attacker’
blows himself up at a government
office in Miranshah, the main town
in NorthWaziristan tribal area.

July 14: Twenty-four people are
killed in a suicide attack on military
convoyin NorthWaziristan,

July 15: Suicide attacks kill more
than 40 people in northwest
Pakistan, including 26 at a police
recruitment centre.

July 17: Sevenieen people are
killed in a suicide attack on a rally by
Pakistan's chief justice, Iftikhar

Muhammad Chaudhry.

Suicide bomber kills three sol-
diers and a civilian in North
Waziristan,

July 19: Three suicide attacks kill
more than 50 people. The deadliest
targets Chinese workers in south-
western Pakistan but kills only
locals, while another strikes inside
anarmy mosque inthe northwest.

July 27: Suicide attack during
protests in Islamabad sparked by
the re-opening of the Red Mosque
kills 15.

August 13; Four people are killed
byroadside bomb on eve of celebra-

‘tions for Pakistan's 60th anniversary

ofindependence.

August 10: Militants in South
Waziristan tribal zone kidnap 16
soldiers and later behead one. The
others are released after about three
weeks.

August 18: Suicide attack in
NorthWaziristan kills two soldiers.

August 20: Three soldiers are
killed in suicide attackin northwest-
erntown of Hangu.

August 26: Suicide bomber kills
four policemen in northwestern
Swatvalley.

August 30: More than 150

Pakistani soldiers "stranded" in
South Waziristan amid tensions
with militants. Army says they are
safe, rebels say they have been
kidnapped.

September 1: Three soldiers, two
civilians are killed in suicide attack
in Bajaur tribal zone.

September 4: Two suicide attack-
ers, one on a military bus and
another in a market, kill at least 25
people near military headquarters
in Rawalpindi.

September 11: A suicide bomber
blows himsell up inside a minibus
as police try to arrest him killing 17

peopleinnorthwest Pakistan
’ September 13: A suicide bomber
' kills 20 corimbndbs front dn’elitef ¢

unit tasked with tackling Osama bin
Laden's extremist network.

October 1: A suicide bomber
disguised in a woman's burga
strikes at a police checkpost in
northwestern Pakistan, killing at
Teast16 people.

October 18: One suicide attack and
anothersmallerblast targeting formey
premier Benazir Bhutto kil at least
139 people in Karachi, just hours afier
she had retumed to Pakistan for the
firsttimeineight years.

Dawn urged the government
of President Pervez Musharraf,
who seized power in a 1999
coup, against using the tragedy
to curtail campaigning for the
election, saying free campaign-
ing was an essential part of any
democracy.

Embattled Musharraf signed
an amnesty clearing Bhutto of
corruption charges to allow her
to return, in 4 move towards a
power-sharing pact between
the pair to shore up his support
ahead of the expected hard-
fought poll.

In an editorial titled "Stand-
ing up to terror” the newspaper
said: "All political parties must
unite to fight religious extrem-
ism, led as it is in most cases by
semi-literate fanatics."”

The English-language paper
pointed out that the sheer num-
ber of people who turned out
for Bhutto's homecoming
showed support for democracy
not fanaticism.

"The terrorists may kill and
destroy, but the Pakistani peo-
ple have made their choice
clear: They stand their ground
and reject fanaticism that
thrives on human blood.”

Dalai Lama
to visit
Japan

AFP, Tokyo

The exiled Tibetan spiritual leader
the Dalai Lama will visit Japan next
month at the invitation of religious
groups, a report said yesterday.

His planned visit could come at
a politically sensitive time as China
hasbeen angered by the honouring
of the Dalai Lama in the United
States.

The Dalai Lama plans to visit
Japan from November 14 to 23 but
it may be affected by the political
row between Washington and
Beijing, Kyodo News agency
quoted anonymous sources say-
ing,

During his Japan tour, the first
since a similar visit last November,
the Dalai Lama will give lectures in
Yokohama near Tokyo and other
cities, the agency said.

China has opposed visits to
Japan by the Dalai Lama, but Japan
allowed him to come last year on
the condition he aveid political
activities.

US President George W. Bush on
Wednesday defied repeated wam-
ings from China and awarded the
Dalai Lama the Congressional Gold
Medal -- US lawmakers' highest
civilian honour -- at the US Capitol
building.

It was the first time a sitting US
president had appeared in public
with the Dalai Lama, whom China
accuses of being a dangerous figure
agitating for Tibetan independ-
ence.

Iran to fire '11,000
rockets in a minute*

if attacked

AFP, Tehran

Iran warned yesterday it would
fire off 11,000 rockets at enemy
bases within the space of a min-
ute if the United States launched
military action against the
Islamicrepublic.

"In the first minute of an inva-
sion by the enemy, 11,000 rockels
and cannons would be fired at
enemy bases," said a brigadier
general in the clite Revolutionary
Guards, Mahmoud Chaharbaghi.

"Thisvolume and speed of firing
would continue,” added
Chaharbaghi, who is commander
of artillery and missiles of the
Guards' ground forces, according
to the semi-official Fars news
agency.

The United States has never
ruled out attacking Iran to end its
defiance over the controversial
Tranian nuclear programme, which
the US alleges is aimed at making
nuclear weapons but Iran insists is
entirely peaceful.

Tran has for its part vowed never
to initiate an attack but has also
warned of a crushing response to
any act of aggression against its
soil.

"Ifa war breaks outin the future,
it will not last long because we will
rub their noses in the dirt," said
Chaharbaghi.

"Now the enemy should ask
themselves how many of their
people they arc ready to have sacri-
ficed for their stupidity in attacking
Tran," he said.

Iranian officials have repeatedly
warned the military would target
the bases of US forces operating in
neighbouring ITraq and Afghanistan
in the event of any attack and
already has these sites under close
surveillance.

Chaharbaghi said that the
Guards would soon receive "rock-
els with a range of 250 kilometres
(155 miles)" whereas the current
range of its rockets is 150 kilo-
metres (91 miles).

"We have identified our largets
and with a close surveillance of
targets, we can respond to the
enemy's stupidity immediately,"
Chaharbaghi added,

He said that the Guards' weap-
ons were spread out throughout
the country and so would not be
affected by any isolated US strikes
against military facilities.

The Guards are Iran's elite
ideological army and responsible
for its most significant weapons
such as the longer range Shahab-3
missile which has Isracl and US
bases in the Middle East within its
range.

PHOTO. AFP

People searching for their missing relatives look at the pictures of those who were killed in the suicide bombing, aimed at former prime minister Benazir
Bhutte's vehicle ina procession on October 18, displayed outside a mortuary in Karachiyesterday.

Turkish PM urges US, Iraq
to rout Kurdish rebels

AFP, Ankara

Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan called on
Washington and Baghdad to crack
down on Kurdish rebels based in
northern Iraq, warning that Ankara
will follow through with its threat of
a cross-border operation if it sees
noaction.

"We are tired of being put off
with empty words,” Erdogan said
in an interview late Friday on the
Kanal 24 news channel. "We need
1o see some concrete results with
regards to the presence of (Kurdish
rebels)innorthern Iraq.”

He added that he was ready to
discuss a proposal by Iraqi Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki during a
telephone conversation earlier this
week to carry out a joint military
operation against Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK) bases in

northern Iraq should negotiations
with Baghdad fail to provide a
solution.

"Maliki confirmed the following
thing: that if there was no result
from the talks, we would carry out
this operation together,” he said,
adding that Turkey was prepared to
"provide the necessary support.”

But Erdogan said that the
United States had the primary
responsibility in routing PKK bases
but warned that Ankara would not
flinch from taking military action if
itdidnot sce results,

"We will then start implement-
ingourroad map,” headded.

The Turkish leader said his talks
with US President George W. Bush
early next month in Washington
would be crucial in determining
the next courseof action.

"As far a cross-boder operation
goes, we are in the position of

making things very clear with the
United States and T particularly
want to get clarity in my talks (in
Washington) on November 5,"
Erdogan said.
The threat of Turkish action has
stirred resentmentin the region.
On Saturday, Iragi President
Jalal Talabani slammed his Syrian
counterpart Bashar al-Assad's
support for a possible Turkish
incursion into Irag in a newspaper
interview published on Saturday.
"President Assad's remarks are
dangerous and run contrary to the
spirit of Arab solidarily,” Talabani,
himselfa Kurd, was quoted as saying
by the Saudi daily Asharg Al-Awsat,
"Usually 1 would refrain from
commentingon Syrian positionsin
order Lo preserve our historic ties,
but this time T am unable to sup-
port this dangerous crossing of red
lines.” :
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PHOTO! AFP
20-year-old Japanese actress Masami Nagasawa (2nd L) declares the opening of the 20th Tokyo International Film
Festival duringits opening ceremony in Tokyo yesterday.

Clashes leave
2 dead in Gaza

AFP, Gaza City

Two people were killed when new
clashes broke out yesterday
between the Hamas-run police in
the Gaza Strip and a clan tied to the
rival Fatah movement, eyewil-
nesses and medics said.

Mohammed al-Sused, a 13-year-
old boy caught in the crossfire, and
Mohammed Hellis, an armed
member of the clan, were both
killed, and at least 20 people were
wounded in the fighting, medical
officials said, updating a previous
toll.

Mediators from other
Palestinian factions said they had
brokered o ceasefire agreement,
but witnesses said the area is still
closed off and gunmen are still
reamingthe streets.

On Wednesday night street
battles erupted between the Hellis
clan and the Executive Force, a
Hamas-run paramilitary unit that
has policed Gaza since the
Islamist movement seized control
inJune,

Four people were killed in that
round of fighting and another 30
were wounded, makingit the dead-
liest bout of Palestinian factional
infighting since Hamas seized
power four months ago.

The following morning the
Hamas-tun interfor ministry and
the clan agreed to a ceasefire under
which the gunmen would with-
draw and the police would leave
the area, an agreement the minis-
try accuses the clan of breaking,

"Since lasthight the members of
the Hellis family have shown they
have no intention of implementing
our agreement and have erected
sand blockades, laid mines and
taken up arms,” said Thad al-
Ghussein, a spokesman for the
ministry.

He added that on Saturday
Hellis family gunmen opened fire
on members of the Bzzedine al-
Qassam Brigades, the armed wing
of Hamas, wounding one fighter.

"Another tried to fire an RPG
{rocket-propelled grenade) at
Qassam members but it exploded
in his hands and killed him
instantly. At that moment the
clashes broke out," Ghussein said,

AFP, Herat, Afghanistan

Afghan President Hamid Karzai
called on 10 Muslim-majority
nations gathered here yesterday to
work together to end terrorism,
which he said is tarnishing Islam,
and boost their economics.

Karzai was addressing a meet-
ing of foreign ministers and senior
officials from nations in the
Economic Cooperation
Organisation (ECO), a grouping of
Central Asian states and regional
heavyweights Iran, Pakistan and
Turkey.

"Terrorism, poverty, organised
crime, economic problems and
corruption are among significant
obstacles to development and our
regional cooperation,” the presi-
dent told about 100 delegates
meeting in the western city of

Heral.

"We, the Muslims, must show
the true image of Islam to the world
and this will be impossible unless
we eliminate terrorists whereever
they are and fight them collec-
tively,” he said.

Pakistan, represented in Herat
by Foreign Minister Khurshid
Kasuri, was struck late Thursday by
a terror attack which killed 139
people in a failed bid to kill former
premier Benazir Bhutto on her
return from exile.

Aghanistan is also battling a
wave of violence by Taliban and
other radicals trying to impose an
extremistversion of Islam.

The United States has alleged
that advanced weapons are being
supplied to the Taliban through
Tran, likely with the knowledge of
that country's military, a charge

Karzai urges 10 Muslim states
to fight terror, poverty

Iranian Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki dismissed in
Herat Friday.

"Terrorists are misusing our
noble religion," Karzai told the
delegates from Afghanistan,
Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
Turkey, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan,

He said ECO needed to follow
the example of other regional
groupings, such as the European
Union, to work together to boost
development, wealth and educa-
tion.

"While other countries are
getting closer in globalised active
economic cultural and political
partmerships, we still do not enjoy
enough proximity despite those
historical and cultural commonali-
ties," he said.

AFP, Paris

Cecilia Sarkozy said she and her
former husband French President
Nicolas Sarkozy had never lied
about their marriage, in an inter-
view that appears Saturday in the
weeklymagazine Elle.

"Talways acted and thought for
my family and wasn’t calculating,
Nicolas and I never lied. We tried
to rebuild, save our relationship,
right up until the end,” in
response 1o suggestions they
could be "accused of having lied
during the election campaign in
playingaunited couple.”

The notoriously difficult rela-
tionship of the Sarkozys was of
intense interest in the run-up to
the May presidential - election,
fueled by the fact they were rarely
were seentogether,

Since Sarkozy's election
Cecilia has rarely appeared at her

‘We never lied' about our
marriage: Cecilia Sarkozy

hushand's side, occasionally
causing awkward situations such
as when she bowed out ol what
had been planned as a family
gathering with US TPresident
GeorgeW. Bush and his wife Laura
in August.

The interview in Elle is the
second Cecilia Sarkozy has

given since Thursday's
announcement of their divorce,
despite a statement from the
president’s office saying the
couple would not be making any
public comments. |

On Friday, in an interview with
the L'Est Republicain, she admit-
ted she had "fallen in love" with
another man in 2005 and went 1o
live with him in NewYork, and said
the couple had done everything to
try to rebuild their marriage but
failed,

She described herself as
"someone who prefers the shad-
ows, seienity, tranquility” and not
cut out for the very public role of a
firstlady.

In the interview with Elle,
Cecilia said she hopes her ex-
husband "finds serenity, to be
the politician who brings the
country what it needs” and to
"be happy.”
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