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(GGovt mulling
appointment
of 'assistants'
to advisers
Says Gen Moeen

UNEB, Dhata

Army Chief General Moeen U
Ahmed, now wvisiting USA, has
cleared his position about drawing
loan from bank, saying that he ook
the loan according to bank rules
and has been repaying it every
month.

"l have taken that amount of
loan as permitted under bank rules
and I have been repaying it every
month," he told private TV channel
ATN Bangla at JFK Airport in New
York on Friday.

The army chief said question of
taking a loan of Tk one crore does
not arise. "I have not even taken a
loan of Tk60 lakh."

Replying to another question,
General Moeen said he repays the
loan from the money he gets from
house rent every month. All these
are documented, he added.

The army chief said since the
prime task of the present govern-
ment is to free the country from
corruption, anyone from armmy,
carctaker government and govern-
ment.officials should not get tan-
gled init. "Everyone should remain
accountable.”

About appointment of consul-
tants, he said the council ol advisers
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Anti-graft action
ups Bangladesh's
position, Crowley

tells Moeen
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Co-Chairman of Bangladesh
Caucus in the US Congress Joseph
" Crowley said on Friday the ongoing
anti-corruption drive has brought
down Bangladesh's position in the
corruption perception index (of
Transparency International) from
five-time champion, reports US-
based news agency NewsWorld,

Terming it a landmark in the
country's progress, he lauded the
caretaker government for it when
Bangladesh army chiel General
Moeen U Ahmed made a courtesy
call on himat his office in New York.

Reiterating his support for the
anti-corruption drive, Crowley said
eradication of corruption is a pre-
condition for democracy and
progress,

Mohammad Aminullah, a
Bangladeshi-American Democrat,
who also attended the meeting said
the anti-corruption drive and
progress in the election process
were main topics of the discussion,
and Gen Moeen briefed the con-
gressman about the progress in
issuance ofvoteridentity cards.

On the arsenic problem in
Bangladesh, Crowley said it is an
alarming disaster, and the govein-
ment needs to play a more active
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Move to form alliance
with BNP at centre
to tight AL

SHAKHAWAT LITON and
RAKIB HASNET SUMAN

Alongside efforts to keep the BNP
united through restructuring, an
initiative is underway Lo forge an
alliance of the 'nationalist’ forces
to contest the next parliamentary
election against the Awami League
(AL) led 14-party combine.

Policymakers of the immediate
past ruling party are now consult-
ing each other on how Lo do the
restructuring at the central level
that might see a fresh appointment
to the much-disputed sccretary
general's post before the talks with
the Election Commission (EC) on
electoral reforms begin on
November 22, said partyinsiders.

They want to press ahead with
the plan with the consent of
detained Chairperson Khaleda Zia,
Dislodging her from the helm is no
consideration now.

The standing committee might
meet within a week to discuss how

to settle the discord to ensure that
the party stays united. Forming an
effective grand alliance is possible
only if the warring factions agree to
patch things up, a senior leader
said in return for anonymity.

"If Awami League can still
remain united then why can't we?
We must bridge the gap among
ourselves for the sake of the party,”
BNFP standing committee member
Mahbubur Rahman told The Daily
Star yesterday. He added that the
standing committee members
would meet soon to discuss the
overall situation,

Sources said Mahbubur has
already talked to a number of
standing committee members and
most of them have expressed sup-
pori for his move, Even Khandaker
Delwar Hossain, who was
appointed the secretary general
after expulsion of Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyvan on September 2, has
appreciated the initiative, added
thesources.

DHAKA SUNDAY ','ocmnig 21, 2007

Delwar yesterday told newsmen
that there might be disagreement
at individual level but there is no
division in the BNP.

Standing committee member
Dr RA Gani said they want to pur-
sue politics together. "There might
be a difference of opinion between
some leaders but there is no dis-
unily within the rank and file," he
observed.

Success of the initiative to float a
new political alliance hinges on
how quickly the factions get untied
by ending the conflict over intra-
partyreforms.

Some leaders of Jatiya Party,
Liberal Democratic Party and other
like-minded organisations too are
working on unity of nationalist
forcesunder BNR

Sources close to those said it is
not sure yet whether Jamaat-e-
Islami would be included, but
other Islamic parties would be
there for sure.
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Advisory council
discusses final
task of judiciary
separation

UNB, Mhaka

The Council of Advisers yesterday
discussed the task ofimplementing
the separation of the judiciary lrom
the executive with effect from
November 1.

A regular weekly meeting of the
council, chaired by Chiel Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed, discussed
various modalities of smoothly and
successfully separating the judi-
ciary.

The law adviser and the law
secretary apprised the council of
the latest status of the separation
process, along with background,
through a presentation,

“November 1, 2007, the day of
enforcing separation of the judi-
ciary from the executive branch,
would be a historical moment in
Bangladesh,” the council of advis-
ers observed,

The mecting discussed logistic,
personnel and other supports for
operation of an independent judi-
ciary following its separation from
the executive control.

The CA directed the ministries
concerned to sit together and look
into how smoothly and success-
fully the long-awaited separation
of the judiciary could be accom-
plished. '

Besides, the council discussed
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Benazir vows to fight polls,
combat militancy

Govt probes list of blast suspects supplied by her

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan probed yesterday a list of
possible suspects given by former
premier Benazir Bhutlo after a
suicide assassination bid that
killed 139 people and bloodicd her
returm from exile.

Benazir said she had sent
President Pervez Musharral the
names of three people she accused
of involvement in Thursday's blast,
which ripped through a crowd of
hundreds of thousands who wel-
comedher backto Karachi.

"I have shared the names with
General Musharraf and one of the
people is someone that they are
(already) watching,” Benazir told
the BBC in an interview, but
refused to give their names.

Sources in her Pakistan People's
Party said they included senior
army officials but would not give
further details.

Benazir has pledged to stay in
Pakistan to combat militancy and
fight general elections in January,
seen as a key step to returning the
Islamic republic of some 160 mil-
lionpeople to civiliantule.

But the auack on her motor-
cade, the worst suicide bombing in
Pakistan's history, has cast doubt

over her previous plans to tour the
country whipping up support
ahead ofthe polls,

Benazir has said that she
received a prior warning about
members of al-Qaeda, Pakistani
and Afghan Taliban and a Karachi-
based militant groupwhomayplan
toattack her.

She has also accused Islamist
supporters of late military Tuler
Mohammed Zia ul-Hag of being
behind the blasts. e overthrew
Benazir's father, prime minister
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, in 1977 and had
himhanged two years later.

Police said they were pushing
forward with investigations but
had made no arrests. Musharraf
pledged to bring the culprits to
justice in a telephone call to
Benaziron Friday.

"Investigations are progressing
in the right direction but once
again we will avoid pinpointing
anyone or blaming it on a certain
set of militants,” Karachi police
chief Azhar Faroogi told AFR

"There has been a minor piece
of evidence found from the site
today but we will not be disclosing
it. Police have secured the site of
theblastand taken samples.”

Benazir's party said she would

soon visit the tomb of her father In
her family's ancestral village of
Larkana, deep in southern Sindh
provinece.

"Her nextstop will be Larkanato
pay homage to her shaheed (mar-
tyr) father. That will come in a day
or so," senior party leader Taj
Haider told AR,

"She is meeting party officials
and consulting them. The
programmes are being re-adjusted
because of the security threat bt
she has said the attack will not
deter her and the party from going
aheadwith plans.”

The explosions -- a grenade
followed by a suicide blast -- came
hours after Benazir had flown
home, sobbing as she set foot on
Pakistani soil for the first time since
1999 after shrugging off warnings
of militant attacks.

Benazir's husband Asif Ali
Zardari has blamed one of the
country’s three powerful intelli-
gence agencies,

Benazir had returned from self-
imposed exile after Musharraf
dropped corruption charges
against her in the hope her popu-
larity could shore up his grip on
power.
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Food inflation
rises further

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

Inflation rate on food items has
increased in August due mainly to
high prices in the international
market and low domestic produc-
tionbutatthe same time decreased
onnon-food items.

The overall inflation rate on
point-to-point basis reached 10.12
percent in August, which was 0.02
percent higher than that of July,
according to the Bangladesh
Bureauof Statistics (BBS) data.

Inflation rate on food items
reached 11.62 percent in August
measured on a point-to-poini
basis, the BBS figures show. Tt was
0.20 higher than the figure of July,
whichstood at 11.42 percent.

However, inflation rate on non-
food items has decreased by 0.24
percent in August and the figure
wias 7.99 percent.

The inflationary data from April
to July shows an increasing trend of
inflation rate on non-food items.
But the latest figure shows continu-
ous spiralling prices of food items
intecent times.

According to the BBS data, there
was a higher inflation rate in urban
areas in August, while the rate in
ruralareas has slightly decreased.

In rural areas, the overall infla-

tion rate has decreased by 0.03
percent gnd reached 10.07 percent.
On the other hand, the rate in
urban areas hds increased by 0.15
percent and rea¢hed 10.24 percent.

Inflation rate on food items in
urban areas has increased by 0.48
percentage point and reached
12.94 percent. On the other hand, it
has increased by 0.09 percentage
point in rural areas and the figure
was 11.6 percent.

In case of non-food items, infla-
tion rate has decreased in both
rural and wrban areas in August
and it decreased more in rural
areas.

"The decrease of inflation rate
on non-food items in rural areas
has affected overall inflation rate in
rural areas,” an official of the
Bangladesh Bank (BB) said.

According to a BB quarterly
report released last week, higher
transportcosts aswell asadditional
demand side pressures and market
syndication are main reasons for
price disparity of food items
between urban and rural areas in
recenttime,

The BB report says in the inter-
national market there has been a
rapid rise in the prices of commod-
ities and between December'06
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Bogra municipal authorities fell century-old trees at Edward Park yesterday without government permission and floating of tenders to set up New Market and

aslaughterhouse there.

AL to propose
broad based talks
to end crisis

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) is planning to
formally urge the caretaker govern-
ment to initiate a broader national
political dialogue to tide over the

“currentpolitical crisis in the coun-

try.

"It's not possible to resolve the
prevailing political crisis through
legal steps or at the court. A dia-
logue will certainly have to be
initiated to bring an end to the
political setbacks,” said Syed
Ashraful Islam, acting general
secretary of the AL, while talking to
reporters at his NAM apartment in
the capital yesterday.

Ashraf said his party wants the
dialogue -- a must to overcome the
present political crisis -- with the
political parties to be initiated by
the government as early as possi-
ble.

"My party is planning to put the
proposition to the government
soon after discussing it at the
Awami League Central Working
Commitiee (ALCWC) meeting, he
said adding that "The caretaker
government, not any particular
agency of the government, will
have o sit in dialogues with the
political parties to resolve the
problems.”

Hispropositioncame a day after
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People crossing Jatrabari roundabout in the capital yesterday risking their lives as the authorities are yet {o reopen
_the fiyover which was shut before the Eid-ul-Fitr for repair.

Subsidy for PDB
to continue until
power tariff raise

SHARIER KHAN

The government will continue to
pump in direct subsidy of Tk 50
crore per month to Power
Development Board (PDB) to cover
its losses till an improvement of the
economy allows an increase of
powertariff,

Atop official of the power minis-
try said though the sector's pitiable
financial healthdemands an imme-
diate power tarifl hike by Tk 0.54
per kilowatt hour (or a unit) to
reach a break-even point, the
government will not go for it now
considering its economic pressure
onthe people.

"The government has resorted to
a wait-and-see policy in this
regard,” said the official. "Till things
improve, the PDB will get financial
supporttokeep thesectoralive.”

The government has alicady
allocated Tk GO0 crore as subsidy
for the PDRB this fiscal year and has
disbursed Tk 100 crore ofit, he said,

PDB sources said the power
board had been hammering on two
proposals --either the government
increase power tariff by at least Tk
0.50 per unit, or give it support to
cover losses. And the government
opted for giving it financial sup-
port.

"Many factors are preventing

the government from fixing an
economic power price at this point.
First we need to improve power
service to make a higher tariff
acceptable to the public, Moreover,
a tariff hike will have widespread
impact on the economy and the
people. The people are already
facing strong inflationary pressure,
and we don't want to worsen their
sufferings through a power tarifl
increase," the official added.

But on the other hand, the
condition of power sector that
serves as one of the lifelines ol the
ceonomyis pitiable.

Most of the existing power
plants are too old and they need to
be replaced. At the same time sharp

Increase in the demand for power -

must be met by setting up a large
number of new plants. The PDB is
counting so much losses that the
investors do not feel confident
about returns on their invest-
ments.

The government in March this
vear increased power tariff after
fouryears. Bul this increase did not
ensure profit or break-even point
lor the PDB that buys power from
power plants andsells it to bulk and
retail consumers,

Presently, the PDB on an aver-
age buys power at Tk 2.53 per unit
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Bandits fling
passengers off
train: 2 killed

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Two passengers were killed and
another two injured as they were
flung onto the ground from the
rooftop of a running train by rob-
bers at Singher Batgachh in
Mymensingh's Gafargaon upazila
Fridaynight.

The dead, in their mid-twenties,
could not be immediately identi-
fied while the injured were named
as Belaland Mamun,

Locals said a gang of robbers
swooped on the rooftop passengers

SEE PAGE 15 COL S

EC invites JP's
Ershad faction
for talks

RASHIDUL HASAN

The Election Commission (EC) has
finally sent invitation Ietter to
Ershad-led Jatiya Party (]1P) to
participale in dialogue on electoral
reforms, rejecting Rawshan Ershad
faction.

Protesting the EC's decision, JP
faction led by its self-proclaimed
chairman Rawshan Ershad will
send a letier to EC by next
Wednesday claiming their suprem-
acyover the party, sources said.

"Wegot the EC'sinvitation letter
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CAMPUS VIOLENCE

7 CU student leaders
among 10 charged

CU CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday submitted charge
sheet accusing 10 student leaders,
employees and a university corre-
spondent of a Bangla daily in the
case filed in connection with van-
dalistn on Chittagong University
(CU) campus on August 22,

Investigation Officer
Wahiduzzaman submitted the
charge sheet to the Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court.

Sub Inspector Anisur Rahman
of Hathazari Police Station filed the
caseoh August 26 accusing 1,400 to
1,500 students andothers,

The charge-sheeted accused are
CU Samajtantrik Chhatra Front
President Kanchan Sarker, General
Secretary Zamir Uddin Russel,

Vice-president Moni Dipa
Bhattacharya, Office Secretary
Mezbah Uddin, activist Bijoy
Kumar Das, CU Chhatra Union
President Monti Boishnob, CU
Bangladesh Chhatra League
Deputy Science and Technology
Secretary Jahid Hasan Jewel, termi-
nated president of officers' associ-
ation Zaker Ahmed, suspended
general secretary of employees'
union Nazim Uddin and
Mohiuddin Tipu, CU correspon-
dentofDainik Sangram. \

Of the accused, police arrested
Monti on September 18 and Bijoy
onSeptember 02,

According to sources, Bijoy is
still behind bars while Monti was
released on bail bond on the night
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