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Mall blast kills 8
in Manila

AFP, Manila

A huge bomb ripped through a
shopping mall in the Philippine
capital's financial district yester-
day, killing eight people and
wounding 70, police and rescue
workers suid.

Panicked shoppers ran out of
the Glorietta mall in the Maka
district of Manila as smoke bil-
lawed out of the huilding shortly
afternoon.

Manila police chief Geary Barias
said the blast killed eight people
and wounded atleast 70 others.

"There may be more people
inside," hetold reporters.

Bomb debris carpeted a 200
square metre (2,100 square foot)
area, headded.

"The ceilings are damaged and
may collapse;*Barias said.

National police chief Avelino
Razon said; "This was a bomb. But
beyond that we can’t say anything
else yet because we are still investi-
gating.”

Makati City councillor Junjun
Binay said the explosion left an
eight-metre (26-foot) wide crater
onthe ground floor and blew a hole
through the roof on the second
floor.

“From what [ have seen it was a
significant éxplosion and thatmost
of the dead and injured were all
employees,” hesaid.

Witnesses said part of a ceiling
collapsed while a concrete wall was
blown out.

Two cars and two delivery vans
were buried under wooden planks
and concrete debris outside the
mall.

"It was so powerful,” clothing
store clerk Jeric Balendes told AFP
on the scene, as rescuers treated his
cuts and bruises.

"The roof just collapsed on us. [
could hear my three co-workers
screaming. [ got out through a
small hole. [ don't know if they got
out."

Police stepped up security
across the Manila area, asprawling
cityof 12 million peaple.

President Gloria Arroyo 'is
deeply saddened by this incident
and extends her sympathies to the
families of the casualtics,” her
spokesman Ignacio Bunye told
reporters.

Arroyo had ordered the police
“to get to the bottom of things and
toleave no stone unturned,” Bunye
added.

The United States and Australia
both offered technical help in
investigating the blast, and
Australian experts were under-
stood to be helping Filipino police
onthescene.

Bomb squad teams sifted
through the debris looking for
clues, white extra police were
drafted in to divert traffic and seal
off the surrounding area -- one of
the busiest shopping districts of
Manila.

31 killed in
Indonesian
ferry capsize

AFP, Jakarta

At least 31 people were killed and
dozens feared missing after a ferry
sank off Indonesia’s Sulawesi
Island in the latest transport acci-
dent to hit the archipelago nation,
officials said yesterday.

Residents near the town of Bau
Bau on southeast Sulawesi heard
survivors screaming for help after
the Acita 03 capsized at about 9:00
pm on Thursday, ElShinta radio
reported.

The 22-metre (-yard) long boat
sank several miles (kilometres)
from shore when passengers clam-
bered to the roof seeking a stronger
cell signal to make maobile phone
calls, transport ministry official
Djoni Algamar said.

"The ship lost its balance and
capsized,” he told AFP. =

Though only 60 names had
been on the ship's manifest,
Indonesian ferries frequently carry
far more passengers than the num-
berofficially registered.

Govt framing rules
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manpoywver, business, middlempen
“hath at homé and in manpower
importing countries including
Malaysia and some In the Middle
Tast gobble up a major portion of
the money that the poor job seek-
ers pay for migrating to a foreign
land.

Many of the workers who sell
lands, cows, other belongings and
even borrow from money lendersy
athigh rates ofinterest to go abroad
for jobs cannat ultimately benefit
because of paying big amounts of

. money as cost of getting the jobs,
and poorwages.

An official of the expatriates’
welfare ministry said there is a
database at the BMET but job
seckers' names are now entered
there only when recruiting agen-
cies (who have diiferent layers of
middlemen both in rural and
urban areas) convince them about
sending those people abroad.

"We have now decided that
names and other information of
overseas job seekers must be pre-
served in the database. When
recruiting agencies come up with
employment opportunities, BMET
will provide them with information
regarding required number of job
seekers. And the agencies will then
select them through interviews,"
the official said requesting ano-

LY ILY.

The minisiey hos lready asked
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology to
prepare a user-friendly software [or
this purpose, he mentioned.

The government will also set a
mechanism to ensure that recruit-
ing agencies select job seekers also
from districts that have fewer
people working abroad. The minis-
try has already issued instructions
to theagenciesin this regard.

Zia ul-Haq
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had no doubt that members of the
former Zia regime were responsible
for the attack late Thursday on her
homecoming parade.

Zia overthrew Bhutta's father,
prime minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, in
1977 and had him hanged two years
later. Hedied ina planecrashin 1988,

Bhutto said there were those who
had served with Zia who remained
extremely powerful and saw her
return to Pakistan and her pledge to
restore democracy as a threat to their
influence.

While acknowledging that
Islamist extremists were likely
responsible for the attack itself, she
stressed that such groups were
unable to aperate without logistical
support from people in positions of
power.

Hannan hails
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Talking to the reporters at his
Mohakhali residence, Hannan said
he believes the CEC's comments
would discourage those wha have
been out (o create Cllllfl.lSiOl‘l.
regarding who thereal BNPare.

"Now it is proved who leads the
mainline," he said adding that the
party's door however is still open
for those'who want to return to the
fold admitting their mistakes,

Replying to a query, he said they
would finalise the strategy and
stance for the talks through discus-
sions at the party forum. But first,
they would have to know the dia-
logue agenda.

Meanwhile, Ashraf FHossain,
expelled joint secretary general of
BNE yesterday said EC's electoral
roadmap would fall flaton its face if
the commission decides to invite
anyone other than them ([pro-
Bhuiyan faction].

Talking to reporters at his NAM
flat, he also sald, "It is not clear yet
what the CEC has in fact said. We
5till hope we will be invited since
we represent the main BNE"

He claimed that most of the
members of the central executive
committee are with them and said
the EC should consider the matter
before decidingon who toinvite.

it would be like holding talks
with a bunch of corrupt people if
the commission sits with them, he
said in an oblique reference to the
rival faction.

Referring to Khaleda's decision
to dismiss him and Bhuiyan from

the BNP he said they still do not
believe that the former premier has
expelled them.

He said the expulsion orders are
unconstitutional and the party
council would decide on the issue.

CEC DENIES NEWSPAPER
REPORTS

UNB adds: CEC ATM Shamsul
Huda yesterday denied some
newspaper reports that the com-
mission has decided to invite BNP
secretary general Khandaker
Deelwar Hossain to the dialogue on
electoral reforms,

“1 firmly deny the reports, We've
not taken any decision whatsoever
regarding the invitation to BNP for
the dialogue,” he twld the news
agencyover telephone.

He said he did not make any
such comments to reporters. The
decision regarding the BNFP waould
be taken at a full-fledged meeting
of the EC after scrutinising the
party constitution, headded.

The CEC said there is still
enough tme ahead of the sched-
uled date for dialogue with the BNE
The EC might meet at the end of
this month or in the first week of
nextmonth,

“We can’t invite both the
groups. After examining what the
BNP constitution has to say regard-
ing the expulsions, we will invite
onegroup,” hesaid.

RHeplying to another query,
Huda said the commission would
send the invitation letter and work-
ing papers 15 days before the meet-
ingdate.

SONO FILTER

Time Magazine
to honour

Prof Hussam

- STArE CORRESPONDENT

Time Magazine has selected expatri-
ate Bangladeshi scientist Prof Abul
Hussam for its Global Heroes of the
Environment 2007 award for his
invention of Sono filter, a low-cost
technology to free water ofarsenic.

The magazine yesterday formally
announced the name of Hussam as
one of the "global heroes” in scien-
tists and innovators category. The
award will be conferred upon himon
October 25 in London, said a press
release of the Human Development
Research Centre in Dhaka.

Hussam, associate professor of
chemistry at George Mason
University in Virginia, USA, and his
younger brother Dr Abul Munir
jointdy invented the Sono filter, the
simple, life-saving way of purifyin
poisoned water, after a decade o
research.

Thebrothershail from Kushtia.

Another brother of Hussam, Prof
Abul Barakat of Dhaka University,
has also contributed to the researc
on the socio-economic implications
of arsenic-afflicted people and ways
to make the Sono filter cheap for the
last 10years.

Hussam's device also won the
inaugural Grainger Challenge Prize
from the US National Academy of
Engineering this year. Most of the $1
million prize-money went to a
Bangladeshi non-prolit organisation
that produces and distributes the
filter.

"Arsenic poisoning was no
abstractissue for Hussam. As a grad-
uate student in the US, his work on
electro-analytical chemistry led him
to discover dangerous levels of
arsenic in the groundwater in his
home district of Kushrtia in
Bangladesh,” an article in Time says
on Hussam.

The Sono filter could save count-
less lives among the estimated 137
million people around the world
whose water supply is contaminated
with high levels of the colourless,
odourless and tasteless metal, which
accumulates in the body to cause
sores, nerve damage, cancer and, too
often, death, itadds.

Bush set to widen
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responded to the calls of the inter-
national community."

It was not immediately clear
exactly what kinds of sanctions
Bush would announce, but an
administration official said he
would broaden the existing finan-

cial measures targeting "individi- |

alsandentities.” "'

The move came as Myanmar's
leaders said they were taking
another step on the "road map” to
democracy by drafting a new char-
ter, and accused the United States
of training the monks who led the
protests.

The junta named 54 people to a
committee tasked with writing a
new canstitution, followlng more
than a decade of talks on the guide-
lines for the charter, the official
New Light of Myanmar paper said.

The administration’s moves
came as US lawmakers weighed
new sanctions that would pressure
US energy giant Chevron to pull its
money from Myanmar, amid
charges from rights activists that
theinvestments prop up the junta.

Under the strategy, similar to
one used against US companies
during the anti-apartheid cam-
paign in South Africa, the legisla-
tion introduced this week would
end tax write-offs enjoyed by
Chevron on revenues earned from
its natural gas projectin Myanmar.

Chevron will also be barred
from making any payments to the
junta from its joint venture with
French oil giant Total, Thailand's
PTT Exploration and Production,
and Myanmar's Myanma Oil and
Gas Enterprise operating the lucra-
tive Yadana gas fields, congressio-
nal aides said.

The proposal was introduced by
Tom Lantos, chairman of the
House Fareign Affairs Committee.

"It is not mandating Chevron to
pull out of Burma, but the provi-
sions are tough enough to make
them rethink their operations in
that country,” a congressional aide
told AFP, referring to Myanmar by
its former name.

Chevron is one of biggest
Western companies in Myanmar,
holding a 28 percent minority
share in the Yadana natural gos
project following its acquisition of
another US energy giant, Unacal,
in2005.

The United States has already
impased substantial trade, invest-
ment and diplomatic sanctions on
Myanmar, but Chevron's opera-
tions predate an enhanced 2003 US
trade embargo.

Other measures unveiled in the
sanctions package were aimed at
stopping the US import of gem-
stones from Myanmar through
third countries, and tightening a
freeze on the assets of the country's
political and military leaders.

Train
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Chittagong and Dhaka had to stop
atdifferentstations,

A relief train from Akhaura
Railway Junction reached the spot
and opened the lines for trains
around 5:30pm. Train communica-
tions were fully restored a about
6:00pm.

NBR to file case
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Tk 87,38 lakh in constructing three
buildings in Chandpur and Tk 5.10
lakh in procuring farmland, which
he did not mention in his income
taxreturn,
ABULHASNATABDULLAH
Former whip and Awami League
leader Abul Hasnat Abdullah alleg-
edly concealed 539,000 equivalent
to Tk 27.3 lakh, which he deposited
to his personal locker, Tk 27.71 lakh
bank deposit, gold ornament
weighing 40 tolah, Tk 23.55 lakh,

* whichheinvested inconstructinga

five-storey building, and Tk 5.5
Lakh of furniture and agricultural
revenue in his income tax returm
and wealth statementin FY 07,

He concealed the wealth in his
last five fiscal years and did not
submit any income tax returns in
FY03and FY04.

ABDULWADUD BHUTYAN
According to an NBR assessment,
Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan hid Tk 1.37
crore in his wealth statement
which he invested in developing
different infrastructures at his
village in Feniin FY 07.

He allegedly concealed income
of Tk 1.67 crore bank deposit in
different banks and Tk 6.7 lakh
allowances in his wealth state-
ments.

He also concealed in his wealth
statement the income of Tk 15 lakh
and farmlands of Tk 14 lakh in FY
2005-06.

He also did not submit any
income taxreturns rom FY 03 to FY
07 despite being a member of
parliament, the board says.
HABIBUR RAHMANMOLLAH
Former AL MP Habibur Rahman
Mollah concealed income of Tk 1.4
crore which he invested in con-
structing a four-storey building, Tk
87 lakh house rent, Tk 65.81 lakh
bank deposit and a private car
worth Tk 97 lakh during his 13 tax
years from FY 97 to FY 07, accord-
ing o NBR.

He also provided wrong infor-
mation in his income tax returns
during the period, the NBR identi-
fied.

ARIFULHAQUE CHOWDHURY
According to an NBR assessment,
BNP Sylhet unic leader Ariful

Haque Chowdhury concealed
income of Tk 39.36 bank deposit,
£3,600, investment in procuring a
flat worth Tk 22046 lakh in his
income tax rewrn and wealth
statementin FY 06,

He also allegedly hid invest-
ment of Tk 6.19 lakh 1o procure a
private car, procure land worth Tk
6.6lakhinFY03.

The NBR assessment found that
the political leader provided wrong
information in his income tax
returns and wealth statements
from FY 03 to FY06.
MUNSHIANWARULIS1IAM
The NBR found that former chief
conservator of forest Munshi
Anwarul Islam concealed Tk 91
lakh bank deposit during 11 tax
years from [996-97 to 2006-07.

He also hid Tk 19,500 invest-
ment as he procured a private
firearm and Tk 1.5 lakh he gained
from his daily newspaper
“PathJatar”.

Sources said along with the
seven, the NBR has so far décided
to file cases against 46 people and
31 caseshavealready been filed.

Of the 31 cases, the court deliv-
ered verdict in 21 cases and seven
are under process, while the High
Courtstayed three others.

EU team
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factores in Khulna and Bagerhat
districts.

On October 22, they will leave
Khulna after visiting Brac shrimp
hatchery in Bagerhat, said a BFFEA
source.

The EU slapped a ban on shrimp
export from Bangladesh in 1997 as
processed frozen shrimp carried
bacterialgerms.

Bombs recovered
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The two bombs were recovered
from Rana's possession. Police
wereinterrogating them yesterday.
Flight Lt Sheikh Mortuja Galib of
Rab said acting on a tip-off they
arrested Rana at his home around
9:00am and recovered the wwo
bombs. He claimed Rana was a
notorious criminal of the region.

Suicide bombing
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it was the worst suicide attack in
Pakistan's history and cast a huge
cloud over hopes that her return,
under a deal cut with President
Pervez Musharraf, might end
months of political turmaoil in the
South Asian country.

Military ruler Musharraf called
Bhutto to "convey his deepest
sorrow over the terrorist attack”
and pledged to arrest the culprits, a
presidential spokesman, retired
Major General Rashid Qureshi, told
AFP

“We all condemn this terrorism
and no one should take advantage
of the situation and start a blame
pgame," he quoted Musharraf as
saying,

Bhutto's party vowed she would
stay in Pakistan to fight general
elections in January, seen as a key
step to returning the nuclear-
armed nation of some 160 million
peopletocivilian rule.

The explosions -- a grenade
followed by a suicide blast -- came
hours after Bhutto had flown
home, sobbing as she set foot on
Pakistani soil for the first time since
1999, having shrugged off warnings
of militant attacks.

Blood and body parts were
scattered widely across the scene
and doctors at hospitals in Karachi,
Pakistan's biggest city, struggled to
keep pace.

"It was like walking through an
abattoir,” said an AFP photogra-
pher who was nearby when the
bombing occurred. "Some people
were lying around intact, others
were corpletely dismembered.”

Hospital officials said nearly 4100
peoplewere injured.

The explosion damaged

PSS Bhuitd's campaign bl eckedbut -

with portraits of the ex-prime
minister and her father, on which
she had been driven through the
crowds for more than cighthours,

Interior ministry spokesman
Javed Cheema said a grenade was
thrown into the crowd seconds
before the suicide attacker struck,
"“The bomber used things like
pellets and nails, which always
have a splintering effect,” Cheema
added.

He said the blast "appears to be
the handiwork of militants who
have been creating acts of terror-
isminthe country.”

Deputy information minister
Tariq Azeem said there had been a
prior threat by Baitullah Mehsud, a
pro-Taliban warlord linked to a
string of attacks since July, to
launch suicide attacks against
Bhutto.

Bhutto's husband Asif Ali
Zardari however blamed the
Intelligence Bureau, the country's
premier civilian spy agency.

Bhutto had returned from self-
imposed exile after Musharraf
dropped corruption charges
against her in the hope her popu-
larity could shore up his grip on
pOwWer.

She had mostly worked out a
power-sharing deal with him, but
his re-election as president earlier
thismonthis nowbeingchallenged
in the courts.

The United States, which sees
Pakistan as a key ally in its "war on
terror,” led the global outcry fol-
lowing the deadly blasts.

Australia said the attack bore
the hallmarks of Al-Qaeda, while
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moondenounced the bombing.

Kumari Puja
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LL:40am.

Traditionally, a girl aged
between six and 12, who symbol-
ises the virgin form of the goddess,
is worshipped in front of the idol of
Durga.

Kumari Puja was also celebrated
at different mandaps in
Narayanganj, Barisal, Sylher,
Habiganj, Dinajpur and other parts
of the country, especially at all
Ramakrishna Mission temples.

Sandhi Puja was celebrated
yesterday evening across the coun-

Thousands of people from all
walks of life visited the puja
mandaps in the city. Large
mandaps including those at the
Jagannath Ilall of Dhaka
University, Ramakrishna Mission,
Ramna Kali Mandir, Siddheswari
Kali Mandir, Kalabagan,
Tantibazar, Shankharibazar,
Banglabazar, Mohakhali and Farm
Gate, were crowded with visitors.

The biggest celebration of
Durga Pujain the country has been
organised by the Maliaghat

Madhyapara Sarbajanin Puja
Temple of Ratandia union under
Pangsha upazila in Rajbari district
with 32 separate mandaps. The
celebration will continue up to
October 26 although elsewhere the
puja will end on October 21
through the immersion of the idol
of Durga.

Fairs have been organised
surrounding the puja mandaps in
the city, Programmes of arati, blood
donation, distribution of prasad,
and anjali are being held at the
mandaps everyday.

Durga Puja, the greatest reli-
gious festival of the Hindus, is the
worship of "Shakt" or the Divine
Power. Durga symbolises the fight
between the evil and the good, the
dark forces eventually succumbing
tothe Divine.

Leaders of all political, social
and cultural organisations and
members of civil society also vis-
ited the puja mandaps and
exchanged greetings with the
priests and the visiting Hindu
devotees.

Criminals kill 2
including
outlaw in
Pabna

Our CORRESPONDENT, fabna

Armed criminals killed two people
including an activist of an out-
lawed partyin Pabna yesterday and
Thursdaynight.

The dead were identified as
Rezaul Karim, 32, of Haripur under
Ataikula upazila and Salim Reza,
38, of Patkiabariunder Pabna Sadar
upazila.

Police said a gang of outlaws
hacked Rezaul todeath at Ratanpur
around 3:00am yesterday. Ataikula
police recovered the body and sent
it to Pabna General Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

Rezaul allegedly belonged to
Purba Banglar Communist Party
(PBCP) and was a wanted man in
connectionwith several cases.

Police said outlawed party rivals
might have killed him.

A gang of criminals beat and
hacked Salim Reza to death in front
of his home in Patkiabari of the
Sadar upazila around B:00pm
Thursday.

Police sent his body to Pabna
General Hospital morgue for
autopsy.

Price hike
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was selling at Tk 55 and Indian
varietywas sellingatTk 48 akg.

Price of rice also increased by
Tk1to2perkilogramme.

Patato was selling between Tk
23 and 25 a kilogramme in retail
markets of the capital. However,
before the Eid potatoes were
sellingat Tk 22 a kg,

Wholesalers in the city said the
price hike in the wholesale mar-
kets is yet to impact the retail
markets completely. They said
retailers who bought rice ahead
of Eid and have not run out of
stock are selling rice at compara-
tively lower prices. Since the
shortfall in supply came after Eid,
retailers who bought rice after Eid
are sellingitathigher prices.

Different categories of rice
including IRRI and Indian variety
Swarna are being sold between Tk
24 and 25, which were selling at
Tk22-23 a kg before the Eid.

Varieties of finer rice like
Majirshail and Minikat also rose
by Tk 2 per kilogramme.
Najirshail (regular quality) is
selling at Tk 32 while it was only

beforethe Eid. o4 -
+ wJufetailer in Karwan Bazar said
with the price hike of rice after
Eid, sale of not-so-fine quality of
rice rose considerably.

Ayub Ali, a retailer of Karwan
Bazar, said the price hike of rice
would affect the city dwellers
less. The city dwellers spend less
than 15 percent of their monthly
expenditure on rice, he argued.
But poor villagers spend most of
their income buying food-grains,
mostly rice, and that is why they
would suffer more, he added.

From Shanir Akhra in the city
Nurunnahar, 35, a beggar having
four mouths to feed, came to
Karwan Bazar yesterday after-
noon to buy rice. When retailers
told her that rice is now selling at
Tk 24 a kg she asked for Najirshail,
whichisTk32akg.

When The Daily Star corre-
spondents asked her why she is
buying the higher quality rice,
she said her family can have the
starch of boiled rice and it
requires less curry to eat. She said
as the price oflow quality rice has
risen it was not cost effective for
heranymore.

Businessmen of Badamtoli,
the largest wholesale rice market
in Dhaka, claimed the pricesofall
varieties of rice soared at almost
all parts of the country.

In Badamtoli, IRRI was being
sold at Tk 20.90 yesterday while it
was only 20.16 before Eid. Paijam,
another variety of rice, was sell-
ing at Tk 23.84, which was being
sold at 23.31 before Eid.

Najirshail was being sold at Tk
30, which was only Tk 26.79
before Eid. Different qualities of
Minikat was selling between Tk
28.93 and 30.31 yesterday, which
were between Tk 28 and 29.37
before Eid.

Since the import of Indian rice
declined recently, a gap was
created between the supply and
demand, the reason for price of
rice to soar, traders argued.

In Karwan Bazar wholesale
market, Indian onions were sell-
ing between Tk 50 and 52 while
the local variety was selling
between Tk 54 and 55 a kg yester-
day evening.

Onion importers in the city's
Shyambazar said due to Eid and
Durga Puja holidays, onion
import from India plummeted,

In Karwan Bazar wholesale
market, potatoes were being sold
at Tk 22 a kg, the price was Tk 19
before Eid.

Traders in Karwan Bazar said
potatoes are stored at cold
storages across the country. But
due to shortage of labour during
Eid and Durga Puja, its supply
suffered.

Besides, price of eggs also
soared after Eid. [ndifferent retail
markets price of per hali {four
eggs) eggs shot up by at least Tk 2
yesterday.

Price of 100 egps was Tk 370
yesterday. [t was only Tk 330
during Ramadan.

Wholesalers in Tejgaon said
since demand for eggs was com-
paratively low during Ramadan,
its price was also low. But after
Eid demand for eggs increased
and its price rose.

More reforms soon
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occupation forces for liberation. It
will be very sad if anyone com-
pires the Bangladesh army with
the Pakistani one" Moeen said
laced with avoliey of questions.

He said he wonders why the
incumbent government is called
an army-backed government. "We
[the army] are not governing the
country. Like others, we have been
only helping the government as
part of the government,” observed
the army chief.

He said the present govern-
ment is non-partisan and neutral
and has been running the country
with all-outsupportand help from
the entire nation,

Moeenadded that no one could
say that the army has been inter-
fering in the running of the coun-
try. He said, "Some people sought
to insist that we should impose
martial law though ['ve repeatedly
moved to make the anny's posi-
tionclear.”

"We are not part of the power.
We are just doing our duties by
helping the government face
natural disasters and eliminate
corruption,” headded.

Moeen said they had always
wanted a free and fair election to
strengthen democracy, but it is
sad thathas nothappened.

He said the government is
working towards a free, fair and
credible election, and election
would be held within the next 14
months. But time must be given
for a free and fair election to take
placeinthe country.

He said that the government
has already carried out a lot of
reforms and more would be done
in the coming months. The gov-
ernment is planning to hold the
local government elections before
the national election.

"The army has been playing a
significant role supplementing
the government efforts towards
free and fair polls,” he noted add-
ing that the Election Commission
has been preparing the voter list
withthe help ofthe army.

Asked when the state of emer-
gency would be lifted, he said the
government could say aboutit.

On allegations of human rights
violation in Bangladesh, the army
boss said the Bangladesh govern-
ment is very conscious in this
regard,

"Human rights situation has
matked o significant improve-
ment in recent times. The govern-
ment is tough on those involved in
human rights violations," Moeen
said.

He said there is a need to review
the constitution to make it time
worthy as it has not been reviewed
in the last 34 years. Amendments
to the constitutionin the past have
been made for mere personal
interests.

Corruption must be rooted out

to save democracy and sincerity is
a must to succeed in this regard,
he said.

The country under the previ-
ous governments had topped the
TIB corruption list for five times in
a row, But in the last seven
months, the level of corruption
has come down drastically due to
the government's anti-corruption
efforts, added the general,

He observed that the prime
goal of the governmentis to rid the
country of corruption and restore
demacracy.

He said it is hard to believe that
there is no competent leader
among the 15 crore people in the
country. "Of course there are
honest and competent people,
and all we need is to find themout.
We must get rid of the corrupt
people fora bright future.”

He said the remarks he made in
London were wrongly quoted by
the press. He said there he had
only stated that he has no "inten-
tion” to become the president.

“Myaim s to dedicate myselfto
ensuring well-being of the orphan
and underprivileged children on
respectful retirement from the
army,” he said.

Queried if he would change his
decision if the people want, he
said, "[t's all speculation. None
gave me such proposals.”

Gen Moeen sought coopera-
tion from the expatriate journal-
ists in tracing the money that had
been siphoned outofthe country.

Bangladesh Permanent
Representative to the UN [smat
Jahan, Consul General Shamsul
Islam, Defence Adviser to the
Bangladesh embassy Brig Gen
Nuruzzaman and Defence Adviser
to the UN Brig Gen llyas Iftekhar
Rasul were present at the press
conference.

UN praises
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neighbouring Bosnia-
[-Icrzc%nvinn. He also praised the
role of Bangladeshi peacekeepers
in Kosovo,

They also discussed the chal-
lenges faced by the United Nations
pua(:ekeeflﬂng mission in Darfur,
Sudan, where a large number of
Bangladeshi peacekeepers are
deployed right now.

General Moeen warmly invited
Kerim to visit Bangladesh in near
future at his convenient time.
Kerim accepted the invitation and
assured that he will sincerely try 1o
visit Bangladeshi sometime “text
year. e ko
General Moeen reassured Kerim
of the continuation of
Bangladesh's strong commitment
towards United Nations peace-
keeping operations.

Ms. Ismat Jahan, ambassador
and permanent representative of
Bangladesh to the United Nations,
and Brigadier General [lyas
Iftekhar Rasul, defence adviser of
the permanent mission of
Bangladesh to the UN, were also
present inthe meeting,

Dual citizenship
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in favour of sending the criminals
back," he added. :

The CID has also sent to Indian
authorities a list containing names
and photographs of 23 top listed
criminals for whose arrest the
government had announced
bountyon December 27, 2001.

Arrestee criminal Tanvirul Islam
Joy, who moved to an [ndian court,
claimed that he is being wrongly
identified by law enforcers and that
he is an Indian national, CID
sources in Dhaka said.

Indian police are trying to prove
before the court that the personis a
dreaded fugitive criminal. and he
was involved in criminal activities
inBangladesh.

Bangladesh CID is also sending
to Indian police newspaper reports
and photographs of some top
criminals regarding their involve-
mentinvariouscrimes.

Different newspapers reported
that Joy and another listed crimi-
nal Harris Ahmed alias Harris will
be brought back this month in the
first phase of bringing back eight
such criminals aiested in India
recently.

Ten listed criminals about
whom the CID sent information
and documents  are Joy, Piyal,
Subrata Bain, Malla Masud, Shadat
Hossain, Khorshed, Shahid, lissan,
Monirand Emon.

The CID also has information
that besides thelisted ones, around
600/700 criminals or offenders are
stayingin India now.

It is extracting information
about criminals staying in [ndia by
interrogating  listed criminal
Habibur Rahman Taj and two of his
accomplices --Sohel alias [brahim
and Biplob Rahman alias Lambu
Selim. They were sent back from
Indiaon October 7.

During quizzing, they gave
important information regarding
where these criminals preferred to
hidein India, their way oflivingand
contact among them. A CID team
led by Aref has quizzed these crimi-
nals for a week and is likely to seek
further remand for them.
FUGITIVE CRIMINALS IN
FOREIGN DEN
Eatlier in May this year, Calcutta
police arrested Joy from a luxurious
apartment in Rajarhat and seized
two passports-- one Bangladeshi

and the other Indian---from his
possession. Joy moved to India
after staying in Malaysia for one
anda halfyears.

He had fled the country for
Malaysia following the government
announcement on December 27,
2001 offering bounty for informa-
tion leading to arrestof 23 top listed
criminals. Even after the
announcement, they remained out
of the law enforcers’ reach for quite
some time as many of the political
leaders provided them shelter.

Joy was involved in air ticketing
business in India for five years and
bought the luxurious flat two years
back at Tk 2.5 crore. Joy was famil-
iar to the local peaple in India as
Tareq Rana.

During the CID interrogation,
the three criminals brought back
from India said criminals began
fleeing to India when ‘crossfire’
deaths started taking place. A total
of 373 criminals who used to live in
and around the capital are now
staying in West Bengal state in
India.

Taj tuled investigators that mast
of the criminals who fled to India
are now staying in different areas of
Kolkata including New Muarket
area, Free School Street, Khidirpur,
Dumdum, Sealdah and Bongaon
and in Nadia, Murshidabad and
Jalpaiguridistricts ofWest Bengal.

According tn newspaper
reports, befare arrest Subrata Bain
was living in 4 room in a cancer
hospital in West Bengal. Local
people knew him as Fateh Ali. He
tsed to move i the arce i his own
Catll

Molla Masud  was staying in
Nadia before his arrest. He had
poultry and fishery business there.
Harris was also arrested in Nadia,

Besides, Shahadat Hossain was
arrested in Agartola while Jissan
from Gariahata and Dakat Shahid
from 24 Parganas.

Meanwhile, Rapid Action
Battalion {(RAB} and police in the
last few years arrested eight of the
listed criminals. They are Kamal
Pasa, Khorshed Alam Babu alias
Freedom Rasu, Khandaker Naim
Ahmed Titon, Freedom Sohel,
Killer Abbas, Moshiur Rahman
Kachi, Liakat Hossain, and Arman.

Another listed criminal was
killed in 'crossfire' during an
encounterwith Rab,



