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DOlIar dives
to historic
euro low

AFP, Landon

The ailing US dollar hit another
record low versus the euro on
Friday as the market fretted over
gloomy US economic prospects
ahead of a G7 finance meeting in
Washington, dealers said.

In early Buropean trade, the
euro jumped to a record 14319
dollars, the highest level since the
single currency's creation in 1999,
Itlaterstood at 1.4281 dollars.

The dollar's dwindling value has
been thrown into the limelight
ahead of the imminent gathering of
Group of Seven (G7) finance minis-
ters and central bank chiefs in
Washington on Friday.

US Treasury Secretary Henry
Paulson continues to voice confi-
dence in a "strong dollar” -- but the
currency's value has declined
sharplyinthe pastyear.

Nervousness about the health of
the global economy and the meet
also pushed up the yen, which is
often sold by speculators to fund
risky "carry trade" investments in
high-yielding assets, analysts said.

Indian inflation
falls to

five-year lows
AFP, New Dglhi

India's inflation rate has edged
further down around five-year
lows, official data showed Friday, as
food prices continued to fall.
~ Annual inflation slowed to 3.07
percent for the week ended
October 6, compared to 3.26 per-
cent in the previous week, accord-
ing to the wholesale price index,
India's most watched cost-of-
living monitor.

“The annual rate of inflation
stood at5.41 percent a year ago.

‘Prices of fruits and vegetables
dropped. a5 did some manufac-
tured goods.

Inflation has gradually dropped
from two-year highs of nearly
seven percentearlier this year.

Interest rates are at five-year
highs and the Reserve Bank of India
will review the figures at its next
monetary policy committee meet-
ingonOctober 30.

WTQO's PrROPOSED EIF FUND |
Govt to submit proposals
for 33 trade-related
assistance projects

Jasivt UpDinv KHAN

The government has decided to
submit proposals for 33 trade-
related technical assistance pro-
jects to get funds under the WTO's
proposed Enhanced Integrated
Framework (E[F).

Dhaka will seek technical assis-
tance for schemes such as design
development for apparel industry
and exportdiversification.

The decision to submit project
proposals was taken recently at an
inter-ministerial meeting held at
the commerce ministry.

The 33 project proposals are
among the 34 proposals prepared
between 1998 and 2002 to get
support under the World Trade
Organisation's I[ntegrated
Framework (IF), an umbrella
where multilateral donors prom-
ised to provide trade-related
support for only least developed
countries (LDCs).

Under the WTO's IE only one

proposal of Bangladesh was
approved. The country received
US$ 291,000 for a project on
leather dyeing.

"As the donor assistance pat-
tern has changed, recipient coun-
tries need to design projects as per
donor guidelines. So, before sub-
mission the project proposals
have to be redesigned,” said a
high official of the Economic
Relations Division.

The [F was launched in October
1997 at the WTO high level meet-
ing on integrated initiatives for
LDCs' trade development as a
follow-up of the Plan of Action in
favour of the LDCs, which was
adopted at the first WTO ministe-
rial conference in Singapore in
1996.

IF's objective was to co-
ordinate the existing trade-related
capacity-building programmes of
organisations such as IMF,
UNCTAD, UNDF, the World Bank
and the WTO to assist L.LDCs in

integrating their trade-related
policies into their national devel-
opmentstrategies.

After some evaluations on how
to strengthen the IF's capacity to
fulfill the objectives, the
Development Committee of the
World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) proposed to
enhance the [F in September 2005.
WTO members endorsed this
recommendation at the Hong
Kong Ministerial Conference in
December 2005.

In June 2006, the Task Force on
the Enhanced Integrated
Framework (EIF) of donor and
recipient country representatives
submitted proposals for securing
additional and predictable fund-
ing for the EIE strengthening in-
country capacities to manage,
implement and monitor the EIF
process and improve the
programime's governance.

FHOTO: DEBL

Dutch-Bangla Bank Ltd (DBBL) has recently donated Tk 40 lakh for the construction of Shishu Sasthya Foundation
Hospital. Managing Diractor of the bank Md Yeasin Ali and President of Shishu Sasthya Foundation Dr MR Khan,
among others, were present at the donation handover ceremany. The bank will donate a total of Tk 1.2 crore for the

construction work of the haspital.
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Asia Pacific PC
sales up 24pc
in third quarter

AFP, Singapore

Sales of personal computers in the
Asia Pacific region outside Japan
rose 24 percent in the third quarter
to September, compared with the
same period a year ago, an industry
reportsaid.

Strong demand for notebook
computers helped boost sales to
16.1 million units in the quarter,
global research firm International
Data Corp (IDC) said ina statement
received late Thursday.

Compared with the second
quarter, growth came in at 13 per-
cent, itsaid, citing preliminary data.

The July-September figures were
5.0 percent higher than [DC's fore-
cast, the statement said. "Portable
PCs, particularly those sold through
retail channels, continue to blowme
away,” said IDCanalyst Bryan Ma.

"Even emerging markets that
intuitively would gravitate towards
lower priced desktop PCs have
shown increased interest in note-
books. If things keep going at this
pace, the region's portable PC
shipments will likely reach the 20
millionunitmilestone for the year."

Pfizer net
profit tumbles

AFP, NewYork

Pfizer said Thursday its third-
quarter profit slipped 77 percent
from a year ago to 761 million dol-
lars amid a big writeoff by the phar-
maceutical giant linked to the with-
drawal ofits Exuberadiabetes drug.

The world's biggest pharma-
ceutical group, maker of block-
busters like Lipitor to lower choles-
terol and the erectile dysfunction
drug Viagra, said it took a charge of
2.8 billion dollars to exit Exubera,
aninhaled insulin product.

But excluding one-time gains
and losses, Pfizer said its profit
amounted to 58 cents a share,
which was six cents better than the
average Wall Street forecast.. -,
o slightdy’
better that expected at 11,99 billion
dollars, a dip of two percent for the
July-September quarter.

"We are encouraged by our
operating results in the third quar-
ter, and we remain on track" for
2007 revenue and profit goals, said
Jeff Kindler, chairman and chief
exectitive.

Platform to be floated

next month to 'monitor

WB, IMF activities

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

A platform will be launched next
month in Dhaka to "'monitor’ sug-
gestions and projects of the World
Bank and IMF (International
Monetary Fund), a dialogue was
told yesterday.

The proposed platform will
examine the two multilateral donor
agencies’ activities in the last 34
years in Bangladesh, economist
Professor AnuMohammad said.

"The platform will also hold
public tribunals to try the World
Bank and IMF for their wrong
suggestions,” added Anu
Mohammad.

A similar platform was launched
in India last month, he said, adding
that there have bheen many such
organisations comprising affected
peaple, activists, and academicians
inother parts of the world.

VOICE, an initiative for research
and development, organised the
dialogue titled "How Bank and
Fund Stand Against People:

Breaking the Cycle of Neo-liberal
Hegemony' at the National Press
Clubin the capital.

Piash Karim of the Department
of Economics and Social Sciences
of BRAC University said the WB and
IMF have provided the country
with many suggestions regarding
jute and sugar industries and the
new platform will assess the
impacts of the suggestions.

Speakers at the dialogue also
criticised different suggestions
including privatisation and market
liberalisation of the financial insti-
tutions.

" They said had Bangladesh
exported its gas at the suggestions
of the WB, the country would have
faced acute energy crisis.

They also said implementing
the suggestions of the donor agen-
cies the country failed to utilise its
full developmentpotentials.

Ahmed Swapan Mahmud, exec-
utive director of VOICE, urged the
government not to pay heed to all
thesuggestionsoftheWBand IME

China toy
makers get
training to
ensure quality

ANN/ CHINA DAILY

The Chinese government has
sponsored 14 training courses for
toy makers on product quality and
safety since August, sources at the
Ministry of Commerce said on
Friday.

The organizers of the courses
included the Ministry of Commerce,
General Administration of Quality
Supervision, Inspection and
Quarantine and related local
authorities of Guangdong, Jiangsu
and Anhui provinces. Trainees,
numbering more than 2,600, came
from 1,800-plus Chinese toy manu-
facturing enterprises, or one fifth of
thecountry's total.

From October 11 to 12, the
ministry and the general adminis-
tration jointy held two training
courses in Dongguan and
Shenzhen, in southern China's
Guangdong Province, as the
Chinese government's latest
efforts to improve toy makers'
quality awareness.

EU unveils freight, cargo
transport action plan

AFP, Brussels

The European Commission
announced Thursday a vast action
plan to ease international freight
traffic in Europe, by opening up
priority rail corridors and cutting
red tape for ships moving between
EU ports.

Experts predict that freight
transport will increase by half in
Europe by 2020 compared to 2000
luvels, and Brussels has degided o
take steps to streamline proce-
dures so that the EU economy can
better take advantage,

"Burope must place itself at the
cutting edge of the logistical
chain,” EU Transport
Commissioner Jacques Barrot told
reporters in Brussels.

The idea is to create interna-

tional maritime and rail transport
corridors dedicated to freight and
cargo traffic, and see containers of
harmonised sizesloaded smoothly,
whether it be onto ships, trains or
trucks.

The Commission hopes the
measures, numbering around 30,
would promote innovative tech-
nologies and practices, Improve
freight management, ease the
building of freighttransport chains
and simplify pdministratve proce-
dures.

Far the sea, the EU's executive
hady wants to present a proposal
for legislation in 2008 creating a
"European Maritime Transport
Spacewithout Barriers”.

It would eut down on the com-
plex and tme-consuming proce-
dures -- document, health, veteri-

nary, customs and physical checks
-- facing vessels that move between
portsin twoof the 27 EU nations.

The EU has some 1,200 ports
along its estimated 100,000 kilo-
metres (62,000 miles) of coast line,
and these ports are all considered -
to be lying on the bloc's external
border, meaning tougher checks
are needed.

"Until now, we didn't have the
meins of ensuring that any-boat
in trapsit did not have contacr
with other ships from non-
European countries, or if it had
stopped at 4 portoutside the EUL"
Barrotsaid.

"Today, with satellite position-
ing equipment, it's easier to follow
them so there is no real reason to
force them to undergo the same
customs controls twice," he said,

fazafoe e |

fafS-ocar

sielefeoar I AAHE
fawst @a2 947 8 @A 49f@ Taetea

4zl Afbarera, ol

TR-FTTLeL/11- 3 /B utsfacia/Fgpra [ SqAr-/3004/ 0

et

- 513 2009-200b 9 qEE @RI Ml 8 B Tyt st
L elfSO/RE SRR SRR G SIETe S

faw fefer wrfem wifis sram awtm S @om e T ¢ 8w
e it afebr/fRem wem w1 @ Fhfe Fao S S e
AR | ABITS FWF FA4R do,000/- BIFl 92 A ¢o,000/- BT |

I ISl i e B whie e efshm/fwm 9 e e
Steaifers T R @ 4y @ AT 2 e SR Ao/ R o
A TgaEe e T/ e sidE e g9 EEE/RriEEm)
FE/APR SRR @EEeE ol e % matie Fre afsvm/fem
mmamﬁimmﬁﬁemwﬁaﬁmaﬁmﬁmmmm
Tifa wifie e Bw M frer afedm/ e saee @i = |

v | fAdifee o Faw ¢ Goweeme AfearE @M ga o9 8 @ETEn o4gfE
TR ToA-fod, IF R-ddd, TIA-y, AT ABAEE, GRl-dooo WA
“ffastes, Tmes, MEaRaEsE w5, fheE e, w60, s 93 I e
X T S A WU Sy SMYE SweaEge ¢.oo BRI e
BRbeoYE AN Sr@s femm S emddde g w9 e Y we
Website addresses: () http://www.bce net.bd == (*) http://www.mosict.gov.bd
(AT BIGACENG I Faalz ¥4 (S A | fdifers wre Sieaweeia QRIS 99
irAaaEE Aeifie 3 (9%) I =R Wil de-dd-2004 wifftym
frrrsaaEe Gemm s S SRt (iters @ ) s s 4w @i
SEATAoE SZ T A A1 | AR AN THS TN AT SrAAeiE WAy A

G, CT18 CFATATT I
B35
fawater e 597 @ st eyfE TEemEm
Geel-Y, WR I, A-030
Qe wfvater, siel-Yo00
CPHS DETHD0D

wifas od-30-2009

US urges Japan to open
markets further

AFP, Washingtan

The United States urged Japan
Thursday to take further steps in
opening and deregulating its mar-
kets, especially the medical, phar-
maceuticaland insurance sectors,

As part of a an annual review af
trade relations, the office of the US
Trade Representative (USTR)
submitted a list of items seen as
priorities for improving bilateral
ties,

“The United States is counting
on Japan to remain firmly on the
path toward greater economic
reform and more open markets.
This is a win-win proposition for
both our countries,” US Trade
Representative Susan Schwab said
in a statement in Washington as a
meeting of the US-Japan Trade
Forum was held inTokyo.

"These tangible reform steps
will help boost growth and oppor-
tunity by lowering costs, raising
efficiency, and spurring new inno-

vative products and services that _

will benefitall Japanese citizens.”
Assistant US Trade

Representative Wendy Cutler
presented the US recommenda-
tions, which include easing regula-
tions for medical devices and
pharmaceuticals as well as steps
that help ensure fair competition in
markets where the new Japan Post
companies compete with private
companies.

"The requests also urge Japan to
improve customer convenience by
carrying through with its planned
full liberalization of the bank sales
channel of insurance products,” a
USTR statementsaid.

In the medical sector,
Washington urged an end to regu-
latory delays in the introduction of
new devices and fair pricing for
imported drugs. 2

The report contained a range o
other reform recommendations
spanning telecommunications,
financial services and other sec-
tors.

Japan for its part called on the
United States to soften its demand
that all US-bound container cargo
should undergo anti-terror secu-
ritychecks.

US should not go to
WTO over copyright
breaches: China

AFP, Reijing

China's top piracy watchdog said
Thursday the United States should
not complain to the World Trade
Organisation about Chinese copy-
right infringements, but added the
move would not scare the Asian
nation.

China has a legal system and
ather mechanisms in place to deal
with such issues, but will go to the
WTO if necessary, said Tian Lipu,
head of the State Intellectual
Property Bureau.

"We of course don't like the
United States lodging complaints
to the World Trade Organization,”
he told reporters at a briefing. "But
we ure not afraid ofanyresortto the
WTO ne hianism,”

Tan aiso urged the US to take a
mare rational approach to intellec-
tual property rights as - _e main-

land companies find themselves
embroiledinrightsdisputes.

He added that the world should
take developing countries’ inter-
ests into account when addressing
suchissues.

Speaking to reporters, Tian said
that China's intellectual property
rights legal system will take some
time to evolve, noting that Western
concepts in the feld took some
time to mature,

"China's IPR legal system has
only existed for 20 years," he said.
"Britain took 300 years and
America 200 years."

According to the Ministry of

Commaerce, the US International .

Trade Committee launched 12
cases against Chinese companies,
worth & total of 1.66 billion dollars,
in the first eight months of the year.

Bangladesh Power Development Board
Invitation for International Tender

Ministry/Division

Ministry of Power, Enargy & Mineral Resaurces/Power Diyisian,

Agency

Bangladash Powar Development Board (BPDB).

Pracuring enlily name

Director, Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka. '

Mot used at prasent,

Pracuring entity district

Dhaka, Bangladesh.

|
2
3
4 Pracuring entity cade
5
6

Invitation for

Station, BPDB, Habiganj.

Procuremant of Spares for Unit Mo, 4,586 of Shahjibazar Powar

7 Invitation Ref. No. Pur-332/2007.

8 Date 03,10,2007,

KEY INFORMATION

9 | Procurement method | Open tendering method.

FUNDING INFORMATION

10| Budget and source of funds Revenue Budgel (cash loreign exchange allocation) of BPDB.
11| Development partners (if applicable) Mot applicable. 5
PARTICULAR INFORMATION
12 | Project/programme code (if applicable) Mot applicable. :
13 | Project/programme name (if applicable) | Mot applicable. =
14_| Tender package No. 21 (FY 2006-2007).
15 | Tender package name Pracurement of Spares for Unit No. 4,586 of Shahjibazar Pawer
Station, BPDB, Hobiganj, )
16 | Tender publication date 03.10.2007.
17 | Tender last selling date 18/11/2007 up to 5.00 pm,
18 | Tender closing date and lime ™ On 19-11-2007 at 11.00 am (BST),
| 19 | Tender apening date and time On 18-11-2007 at 11.30 am (BST).
20 | Mame & address of the affica(s) Directorale of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (3th Floor), 12,
Motijhael C/A, Dhaka. .
Selling tender (principal) Directorate of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (9th Floor), 12,
Molijheel C/A, Dhaka.
Selling tender document {athers) Nil,
Receiving lender document Directorale of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (9th Floar), 12,
. Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
Opening tender document Directorale of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (3th Floor), 12,
Molijheel C/A, Dhaka.
21 | Place/datefime ol pre-tender meeling | Nil.
(optional)
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
22 | Eligibilily of tenderar As per lender document.
23 | Brief description of goods or warks Procurament of Spares lor Unit No. 4,586 of Shahjlbazar Power
’ Station, BPDB, Hobigan;,
24 | Bnef description of related services As par tender document,
25 | Tender document price Non-refundable BD Taka 2,000/- (two thousand) anly in the form
of Pay-Order in favour of Directorate of Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka.
Lot Identification of lot Location Tender security * Camplation time in
No. amount waeks/maonths
6 |1 Pracurement of Spares for |  Shahjibazar Powaer USD 500.00 or 90 days from L/C
UnitNo. 4, 5&6 Station, BPDB, BOTk-35,000/- opening
Haobiganj
27 | A MNAA N/A N/A MNA
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
28 | Name of official inviting tender Md Abduhu Ruhuliah,
29 | Designalion of allicial inviling tendar Director
30 | Address of official inviling lendar Directorale of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (3th Floar), 12,
Matijheel C/A, Dhaka.
31 | Contact datails of official inviting tendar Tal, 7126144 Fax 7126151
32| The pracuring enlity reserves the right lo accept or reject all tendars,
Md Abduhu Ruhullah
Director
BiddyutiJan-303 (4)/8-10-07 Director of Purchase .
GD-3570 BPDB, Dhaka




