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Playing the blame game

CoMMODORE MD KHURSHED
ALAM, nde, pse BN (Retd)

OLICY of blaming

Bangladesh for every terror-

ist attacks in India are doing
more harm than good. At least 42
people have been killed and 50
injured in two explosions at a
crowded park and a popular eatery
in Hyderabad on 25th August '07,
three months after the Mecca
Masjid blasts, Soon after the inci-
dent, Union Minister of State for
Home Sriprakash Jalswal had said,
"Some of our neighbours are jeal-
ous of India's progress and they
keep hatching conspiracies to
disrupt harmony in the country."
Indian newspapers are blaming it
on weak-kneed and bumbliing
response to terror altacks, both in
preventing them and in bringing
the merchants of death to bookand
the failure of the governments to
deal more firmly with the scourge
of terrorism. What we have
observed is that a familiar drill
follows every terror attack in India-
visits to the spot by some high-level
dignitaries and then announce-
ment of compensation and finger
pointing across the border towards
Pakistan and Bangladesh.

We in Bangladesh have always
condemned any forms of terror as
our people are peace loving and
strongly believe that peace can not
co-exist with attacks on any com-
munity or class of people, whether
theyare communal, caste or ethnic
killings. Everything we do to pre-
vent and punish acts of terror must
fow from the basic premise that
not only do these take away inno-
cent lives but also divide the coun-
try, society, create mistrust among
the people and leave scars that can
take decades to heal in any country.
It is known that terrorism is worse
than an act of war against any
nation. Rather, it's worse than war,
because terror acts are executed

stealthily against civil society
targeting schoals, suburban trains
at peak hour, crowded markets as
well as places of congregation.

Many Indians now feel, accord-
ing to some newspapers that their
angeras awhole should notonly be
directed towards those who com-
mit such acts, but equally towards
those who plan and finance them.
Extreme views are arguing that
India should take the war on terror
even across the border, a very
dangerous move and must be a
cause of concern for the neigh-
bours. We in South Asia should
desperately pursue to achieve the
economical sovereignty for our
teeming millions putting aside our
egos, turfwars and differences, and
act as one. Security establishments
including some politicians of the
region have not yet felt the pang of
conscience and looked beyond
short-term gains before maligning
others. Before we analyze the usual
blame game on Bangladesh, let us
just delve more into the continu-
ous terrorist attacks happening
within the borders of India. The
long simmering Ayodhya crisis
finally culminated in a terrorist
attack on the site of the 16th cen-
tury Babri Massif -Ram
Janmabhoomi Hindu temple in
Ayodhya on July 5, 2005. Three
explosions went off in the Indian
capital of New Delhi on October 29,
2005 which killed more than 70
people and injured at least 200
others. A series of blasts occurred
across the Hindu holy city of
Varanasi on 7 March 2006. 21 peo-
ple were reported to have been
killed and as many as 101 others
were injured.

In Sep 2006, at least 37 people
were killed and 125 injured in a
series of bomb blasts in the vicinity
of a mosque in Malegaon,
Maharashtea and in May 2007, 13
people were killed, including 4
killed by the Indian police in the

rioting that followed in the bomb-
ing at Mecca Masjid, Hyderabad.
India has hundreds of thousands of
miles of railway track, and over
14,000 trains crisscross the country
every day. These are tempting
targets for many of the terrorist
groups operating within India and
attack on trains, whether direct
assaults, bombings or deliberate
derailing through sabotage are
common. Andhra Pradesh is one of
the few southern states affected by
terrorism and it stems from the
l’enplc's War Group (PWG), popu-
larly known as Naxalites which has
been operating in India for aver a
few decades. The group is also
actve in Orissa and Bihar. PWGis a
Maoist terrorist organization and
labor rights are one of Its primary
goals. The group targets Indian
Police, multinational companies,
landlords and other influential
institutions in the name of the
rights of landlesslabaor.

Lashkar e-Toiba, Jaish -e-
Mohammad, Hizbul Mujahideen,
Harkat-ulMujahideen, Farzandan-
eMillat and United Jihad Council
are also operating in Kashmir and
carrying out attacks against the
security forces since long. Perhaps
the most significant insurgency
started in Nagaland from the early
1950s. The National Socialist
Council of Nagaland-Isak-Muivah
(NSCM-IM) demanded an inde-
pendent Nagaland and has carried
outanumberofattacks onsoldiers,
government targets and public
property. Although a cease-fire
agreement was signed between the
Government of India and the
NSCN-IM, yet Manipur, the neigh-
bouring state, apprehended that
the National Council of Nagaland-
Khaplang (NSCN-K) would con-
tinue insurgent activities in the
state of Manipur and demanded
that the government in New Delhi
scrap the ceasefire deal and renew
military action.

Bodos inthe state demanded for
a separate Bodo land and the gov-
ernment in Delhi gave special
administrative autonomy much to
the chagrin of the Bodos and con-
sequently led to clash between the
Bengalis, the Bodos and the Indian
military resulting in hundreds of
deaths. Bodo Liberation Tigers and
National Democratic Front of
Bodoland were invalved in number
of fatal attacks. Then also the
United Liberation Front of Asam
(ULFA) formed in 1971 demanded
the independence of Assam and
the establishment of a socialist
government. The ULFA has carried
out over hundred attacks in the
region targeting the Indian mili-
tary, political opponents, police,
railroad tracks, and other infra-
structure facilities.

Then suddenly it started blam-
ing Bangladesh for every terrorist's
activities in India knowing fully
well that the root cause of most of
them were social injustice and
economic deprivation. This has
also something to do with the BJP
when it started all this as xenopho-
bia against the Muslims in India
and the so-called issue of large-

scale migration from Bangladesh.

Security establishments in I[ndia
are finding an easy excuse for the
blame game that some
Bangladeshis are being used by the
ISI for carrying out subversive
activities in India, Although so far,
no solid proof has yet been pro-
vided by India. Bangladesh failed to
estimate the impact of such
unfounded blame game and the
power of the electronic and print
media of India and now with every
incident, Indian public as well have
started believing that in addition to
Pakistan, Bangladesh based mili-
tant outfits are also involved in
these attacks. And the efforts of our
diplomatic channel in denying any
involvement in such incidents
have not helped at all in removing

the blame game mindset. We are
happy to see that India is the big-
gest democracy, already a regional
power and has recorded rapid
progress on the economic side but
we strongly feel that such rhetoric
ofblame does incalculable harm by
putting a premium on compla-
cency and masks the feeble
response to the challenge. We are,
however, lucky that Indian security
establishments have not blamed

against terrorism [s too Important
to be left to governments and thelr
agencies anly, rather every one of
us must make concerted effort in
removing the root causes and actas
a combatant and committed to
securing a safe future for our chil-
dren and the nation and only then
terrorists should know that we
mean business.

Indian security establishments can
hardly be eliminated over night
and we must initiate appropriate
corrective actions to remove such
accusation through establishing
second track channel and people
to people contact with the Indian
political think tank and hierarchy
50 that such blame games are
stopped and we can move ahead
with our economic emancipation
along with [ndia. We feel that war

Bangladesh for nearly three
decades of reign of terror
unleashed by the dreaded sandal-
wood smuggler, Veerappan, in the
sprawling forests of Tamil Nadu
and also for the loss of the Noble
medal of Rabindranath Tagore
from Shantiniketon, investigation
about whom has recently been
suspended by the [ndian CBL
Bangladesh must understand that
what has gone into the minds of
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Tackling corruption

SHAMSHER CHOWDHURY

O tackle corruption one
: has to have a clear under-
standing of the various

{llmunbmns of corruption.
Corruption can be of various
types with varying impacts on
any given society. Material cor-
ruption like illegal acquisition of
money and assets through the
use of one's position and author-
ity is perhaps easier to deal with
than corruption having moral
and ethical dimensions.

As much as | am against cor-
ruption and those who deal in
corrupt practices, | am of the
opinion that material corruption

and other types cannot be eradi-
cated no matter what measures
are adopted. A certain level of
corruption is not only universal
but also has been there since the
dawn ofhistory.

On the other hand corruption
is situation specific and its
impact and relevance differs
from country to country. Where
as Bangladesh has been ranked
as the most corrupt nation of the
world it is also true that from a
different premise the "corpo-
rate” corrupt practices in USA
and other developed countries
are of no less magniwde.

But what makes corruption in
Bangladesh acute and unique
and of serious concern, is its

spread like termites through the
length and breadth of the soci-
ery. t,omrurs.e[y, in neighboring
India there is né-déearth of highly
corrupt politididAs. Froim tinte'to
time its Government hauls up
politicians with tons of illegal
cash and gold kept hidden at
their residences. But what makes
the country move ahead is that
these politicians knowingly or
unknowingly did not allow its
evil influence to spread through
the various tiers of the society.
On the other hand they indulge
in corrupt practices not at the
expense of national interests.
More than most of them are

have not plunged into such
obsession and euphoria in deal-
ing with corruption and corrupt
_people. [tis important to under-|
standéthat coffuptidn, p:u"licd--
larly during previous regimes
right from the day we gained
independence, continued to
increase in leaps and bounds
perpetuated by a multitude of
factors like poor political leader-
ship, absence of proper gover-
nance, the ever increasing gap
between the rich and the poor,
lack of accountability on the part
of successive governments com-
bined with heightened individ-
ual greed. Here in Bangladesh, it

“patriots”. Here in Bangladesh
corruption in varying degrees is
rampant across the country
High profiled corrupt politicians
and others indulge in illegal
acquisition of money and assets
as devils incarnated, taking icall
without putting even 5 percent
of the loot to the good of the
country. Our high profiled cor-
rupts are also inefficient, partic-
ularly in statecraft and state
management.

Both moral and ethical ero-
sion of values combined with
material corruption of some of
the developed countries of the
world would perhaps exceed
what is now prevailing in
Bangladesh. Yet, those countries

is also important to understand
that the level of corruption we
see today is the cumulative effect
of over 35 years and hence it
would be too utopian a thinking
to assume that by whatever
method corruption in
Bangladesh could be eliminated
in the coming two years or for
thatmatter in the coming twenty
years.

Therefore our crusade against
corruption and corrupt people
has to be two-pronged, tackling
through the process of law and at
the same time turning it into a
social movement across the
country. Although there has
been much talk about it from
time to time, there has been no

organized effort in the direction
of social movement to date.
From the primary levels stretch-
ing up to theg uyndergraduate
courses should be there with the
primary focus being on the
moral and ethical aspect of
corruptionas awhole.

As for the legal process it has
to be totally fool proof. The pro-
cess should not only be even-
handed and at the same time
seen and perceived as imper-
sonal by the entire nation. On
the other hand provisions for

" punishment should be rational.

The process should follow the
basicrules of procedures already

taged including people in the
limited and fixed income
groups should also come into

_forus in, ag far as their guest for
day to day justice is concerned.

Let us not forget that it is they
who happen to be the majority
of our population.

As much as | wish well the
present government of the
country it is my belief that time
has come for it to focus and
contemplate on some of the
issues raised above.

Finally, I would like to con-
clude this short commentary
with two invaluable quotes, the
first one by the famous British

established. Bringing about too
many drastic changes in laid
down procedures may prove to
be counterproductive in the long
run and has the possibility of
being overturned in the future,
making way for possible eluding
of justice and return to the rot
onceagain,

The passage of justice should
ensure complete neutrality and
should be free from any kind of
bias on the part of the com-
plainants, the accused and the
judges alike. The entire process
should be free from any form of
hatred, religious bias, and
anger.

One also has to remember
that the poor and the disadvan-

Judge Charles Bowen (1723 -
1780) and the other by
Alexander Pope (1688 - 1744). [t
is my strang belief that both the
initiator and the dispenser of
justice in dealing with or
engaged in eradication of cor-
ruption and handing out justice
to corrupt people would do well
to remember these words of
wisdom as they proceed with
their crusade,

"It is better that ten guilty
persons escape than one inno-
centsuffer”.

“The hungry judges soon
Sentence sigi, And wretches
hang that jury-men may dine".
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