e

!,r?\

(e,

e

)

q 15%(1)21[1‘{

DuAKA FRIDAY OCTOBER 19, 2007, E-MATL: sports@thedailystar.net

Rain threatens NCL start
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Did U Know?

New Zealander Jofi Wilson, who played
four ODIs as a 19-year-old allrounder of
considerable promise, tumed his attenlion
fo rugby where he became an All Black
legend with 44 tries in 60 appearances.

Craig McMillan

(Former New Zealand batsman)

"1 feel that the past season has been
onc of the best of my cricket career
and I am happy te be retiring on a
really positivenote."

While announcing his retirement
frominternational cricket.

: Livoat 830pm

Tennis meet
from Oct 23

UNB, Dhaka

The Acme Baby Zinc Tennis com-
petition, jointly organised by
Bangladesh Table Tennis
Federation and Jafar Imam Tennis
Complex, will begin on in Rajshahi
onOctober23.

Six events -- men's singles,
men's doubles, boys' singles (16
yrs & below), girls' singles (16 yrs &
below), boys' singles (14 yrs &
below) and mini tennis group --
will be held during the five-day
competition,

Entry fee of Tk 50 for junior
events and Tk 100 for senior events
will have to be submitted to the
match referee on October 20 at the
Ramna National Tennis Complex
in Dhaka and October 21 at Jafar
ImamTennis Complexat Rajshahi.

Kabaddi, Billiard
for Asian
indoors

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh will only take part in
kabaddi and billiard in the second
Asian Indoor Games being held in
Macao from October 26.

The kabaddi team comprises of
12 players and two officials while
the billiard team of two players and
oneofficial.

Billiard team will leave for
Macao on October 25 while the
Kabaddi teamn will be off, two days
later.

Bangladesh Olympic
Association (BOA) acting secretary
general Kutubuddin Ahmed will
meet the teams before their depar-
__tureon October22.
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MOHAMMAD ISAM

Non-stop
rainfall
throughout
yesterdayputa
} serious doubt
on the scheduled start of the 9th
National Cricket League across the
country today.

In the first round of the first-
class competition, Dhaka host
Khulna at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium, Rajshahi play
Sylhet at' the Rajshahi Divisional
Stadium while Barisal take on
Chittagong at the Shaheed Chandu
Stadium in Bogra in four-day
matches.

Weather conditions in all three
venues have worsened over the last
few days and as a result, there is
little chance for any action on the
firstday.

The main fanfare will take place
in Dhaka where Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) will officially
launch the tournament but only
the brief opening ceremony looks
to be a certainty as the ground,
considered the best in the country,
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is wet and had its pitches covered
onthe eve of the opening day.

Match umpires Nadir Shah and
Shawkatur Rahman, who spent all
afternoon at the Mirpur venue,
were optimistic of some play today
even though the conditions looked
bleak.

"The ground has good drainage
and is actually set on sand. Some
sunshine and no rain from tonight
{Thursday), could give us a sched-
uled start,” said Shah.

"It will take 45 minutes for the
entire 150 yards to dry up because
of the quality of the ground. And
with the pitch covered, there won't
be a problem if the weather
improves,”

The match will see the current
national captain Mohammad
Ashraful leading defending cham-
pions Dhaka against his predeces-
sor Habibul Bashar, who has a
formidable Khulna side at his
disposal.

Ashraful, who made a glorious
263 against Chittagong last season,
has the upper hand in terms of
first-class experience ahead of
Bashar, who did not play a single

NCLmatchlastyear.

Away at Rajshahi, the home side
took partinlight practice late in the
afternoon and captain Khaled
Mashud, who is expected to bat at
number six, informed that the
pitchwas slightly damp.

"It looked good but with so
much rain and very little sunshine,
the wicket was slightly cold.
Actually it was well-covered all day
because of the inclement weather,”
said Mashud, who will lead the
nearly men of last season, againsta
revamped Sylhet outfit, led by
batsman Rajin Saleh,

He also mentioned that a final
eleven was not selected because of
weather issues and they would like
to see how the pitch would turn up

in the morning or before play .

starts.

Sylhet did not impress last
season and have a golden opportu-
nity to stun Rajshahi butitwillbea
huge ask for a side that have regu-
larly looked to draw these four-day
matches.

Barisal, which do not have a
home venue in their division, have
been allotted Bogra as their home

ground for their first round match
againsthigh-fliers Chittagong.

The northern town is nothing
different than its neighbouring
Rajshahi as rain has forced the
‘home' side to practice indoors.
Barisal, forever the basement side
in first-class cricket, have a better
side and are looking to make their
way up on the table in this ninth
edition.

Barisal players did their work
indoors near the ground but were
luckyenoughto have fielding drills,
although on awet outfield.

Newly appointed manager
Aminul Haq said that players
enjoyed the session and were in
good spirits and there were no
injuries.

Their opponents Chitlagong
only arrived on Thursday after-
noon and had little time to look at
the conditions. The visitors, led by
Ehsanul Haque, will look al inter-
national stars Aftab Ahmed and
Tamim Igbal to provide impetus
although some say that the port
city's main strength lies in the
captain’s bat and the off-spin of
Sabbir Khan.

PHOTO: 5TAR

Khulna captain Habibul Bashar (R) jokes with his Dhaka counterpari Mohammad Ashraful after practice at the indoor
facilities of the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpuryesterday.

| Cricket

AFP, Lahore

AB deVilliers and Herschelle Gibbs
smashed centuries (o help South
Africa beat Pakistan by 45 runs in
the first day-night international at
the Gaddafi Stadium here on
Thursday.

De Villiers notched a brisk
unbeaten 95-ball 103, while Gibbs
scored 102 1o propel the tourisis to
294-5 in 50 overs before pacemnan
Makhaya Ntini restricted Pakistan
to249in46.3 overs. . .

The victory gives South Africa o
1-0 lead in the fivermatch series,
The second match will be played
here on Saturday.

Mohammad Yousuf top-scored
for Pakistan with 53 and Shahid
Afridi hit a rapid 26-ball 47 with five
boundaries and two sixes. But it
was not enough after Ntini grabbed
4-69 to derail the run chase.

The 30-year-old paceman
destroyed the top order in a fiery
burst, removing Imran Nazir (16),
Younis Khan (12) and Mohammad
Hafeez (six) to reduce the home
team to 37-3.

Ntini had Nazir caught at short
cover in his second over, then
forced an edge off Younis in the
third before accounting for Hafeez,
caughthooking, in his fourth.

Younis hit two boundarics to
complete 4,000 runs in limited

overscricket.

Shoaib Malik hit Ntini for three
boundaries in his fifth over before
the paceman struck back, dismiss-
ing the Pakistan captain off a mis-
cuedflickfor 18,

Yousul and Misbah-ul Haq (20)

then added 37 for the fifth wicket
before Charl Langeveldt removed
Hagq to leave Pakistan struggling at
92-5.
Yousuf found an able ally in
Kamran Akmal (35) as theyadded
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2
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South African opener Herschelle Gibbs pulls through midwicket on way to
his 102 in the first one-day International against Pakistan at the Gaddafi

Stadium in Lahore on Thursday.

(% ¥ Football

SPORTS REPORTER

Nazrul Tslam was not ready to con-
sider playing Bangladesh's second leg
match of the 2010 World Cup pre-
qualifiers against Tajikistan despite
persuasionby the teammanagement,

The key national central
defender, who had officially
informed the Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFE) of hisunavailability
for the October 28 match in
Dushanbe, was urged by Indian
coach Syed Nayeemuddin to retum
tothe camp onWednesday.

"Yes, T had a telephone conversa-
tion with the coach and he invited
metojointhe national camp at BKSE
Hesaid that if 1 had any problem with
him, I should have talked with him
instead of going to the media," told
Nazrulto The Daily Star lastnight.

Bangladesh, who held Tajikistan
to a 1-1 draw at home on October 8§,
need to win or draw at least 2-2 10
entertheAsian qualifiers.

Although Nazrul sighted personal
reasons for quitting from the
national team, it seems that his cold
relationship with the coach, who
reportedly has not been in talking
terms with the veteran defender, has
resulted inthis.

"The coach requested me to go
back and play, but T don't feel that
comfortable. After the last two day's
incidents and media reports, 1 feel |
would rather avoid this match, If the
federation calls melater for any assign-
ment, Twilldefinitely join, Soits not the
end of the road for me,” added the
Abahani defender, who was the ful-
crumof the club's success in the inau-
gural professional footballleague.

Inreply to a question why he had
mentioned 'personal reasons’ in the
letter to the BFF for stepping out,
Nazrul said: It's true. My wife is sigk
and I have been lookingafterher.” 1

Nationa! teamn manager Aminl

Islam Babu also has been in touch
with Nazrulinabid toconvincehimto
rejoin the camp under direct instruc-
tion from BFF president SASultan,
Meanwhile, the BFF has set a
tentative date for the team'sdeparture
forTajikistanviaacomplicated route.
If all things fall into places,
Bangladesh will fly on October 24.
They will have stopovers at Bangkok

Nazrul not ready

Booters may fly on Oct 24

andTashkentenroutcto Dushanbe.,

The team will need double entry
visa for Uzbekistan as they are
expected to take domestic flights to
and from the Uzbek capital.

If Bangladesh reach Dushanbe
on October 25, they will get two
days' time to get accommodate to
the colder conditions in the Central
Asian state.

BCC(CI alert
for racism

AGENCIES, undated

The Board of Control for Cricket in
India has said that it will take mea-
sures to prevent bad crowd behav-
iour during the Twenty20 interna-
tional between India and Australia
at the Brabourne Stadium on
Saturday.

"The BCCI has appointed chiel
administrative officer Professor
Ratnakar Shetty to deal with the
crowd-control issue and it will be
done in consultation with the
Mumbai police,” BCCI vice-
president Lalit Modi was quoted as
saying in PTI. "We can only per-
suade the crowd to control them-
selves but cannot make any arrests.
Allwe can doisto eject people from
the ground.” 1

Another BCCI vice-president
Rajeev Shukla said that police
personnel would be posted in
various enclosures to prevent poor
behaviour.

These measures follow the issue
of Andrew Symonds being sub-
jected to racial abuse once again
during the seventh ODI at the
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai. An
Australian photographer captured
on camera certain spectatorsin the
North Stand enacting monkey
chants, a complaint that had been
first made during the fifth one-
dayer atVadodaralast week.

BBC adds: Four Indian cricket
fans have been charged for alleg-
edly racially abusing Australian
cricketer Andrew Symonds by
making monkey gestures, police
say.
The four fans were evicted from
a one-day international match in
Mumbai (Bombay) onWednesday.

Symonds is the only mixed race
player in the Australian side, hav-
ing made hisinternational debut in
19498. .

Cricket officials say that photo-
graphs of fans making offensive
gestures to Symonds ashe came in to
bathavebeenhanded overto police.

Police say that the four fans,
including a woman, have been
charged with harassment and have
now been released on bail to
appear in courtat alater date.

The BBC's Sanjoy Majumder in
Delhi says that the gestures were
made even as an anti-racism mes-
sage flashed on abigscreen,

ARGENTINA TOP GROUP

Five star Brazil

INTERNET, undated

Kaka scored two
goals to help
o Brazil beat
4 Ecuador 5-0 on
. ; Wednesday night

4 in a qualifying
| game for the 2010
World Cup in

South Africa.

Vagner Love, Ronaldinho and
Elano also scored for Brazil, which
opened qualifying Sunday with a 0-
Otieawayat Colombia.

Ecuador lost their home opener
againstVenczuelalastweek.

Colombia played out their sec-
ond goalless draw in three days,
away to Bolivia, and Chile and
Paraguay won at home to kick-start
their campaigns in Wednesday's
otherSouth American games.

Chile beat neighbours Peru 2-0
in Santiago and Paraguay battled to
a1-0winover Uruguayin Asuncion.

Argentina, 2-0 winners in
Venczuela on Tuesday, were left as

the only side with a maxirmum six
points from two games in the single
South American group.

Brazil and Paraguay have four
each, followed by Urugunay, Chile
and Venezuela on three, Colombia
on two, Peru and Bolivia one and
Ecuadoronnone.

Playing their first home game for
two years and first at the hallowed
Maracana for seven, Brazil made
heavy work of Ecuador for the first
70minutes when onlyVagner Love's
19th minute goal scparated theé
sides.

With Ecuador looking increas-
ingly capable of snatching an
equaliser and the 70,000 crowd
growing impatient, the game sud-"
denlylurchedin Brazil's direction.

The goal glut began with a fortu-
itous effort in the 73rd minute when
Ronaldinho appeared to turn Kaka's
apparently innocuous long-range
effortintothegoal.

That was followed by two
moments for brilliance, the first
from Kaka, who pounced on a half

clearance and scored with a.curling
30-metre shot into the top right-
handcomer.

The second was Robinho's
disconcerting dribble which sent
him clear of Ulises de la Cruz to set
up the fourth for substitute Elano.

Two minuteslater came the farce
as Kaka's apparently harmless 25-
metre effort somehow slipped
under Ecuador goalkeeper Daniel
Viteriandinto thenet,

"I didn't see the goal because 1
shot very weakly and T twrned my
back,” Kaka told Brazilian televi-
S1on,

The game was a far cry from
events in La Paz where Bolivia and
Colombia played out'‘a” goalless
stalemate at 12,600 metres above’
sea level, leaving both teams with-
out agaol orwinin the group.

Bolivia had midfielder Leonel
Reyessentoffin the 66th minute.

Chile, beaten 2-0 by Argentina
on Saturday, sank Peru with goals
carly in each half from Humberto
Suazo and Matias Fernandez.

PHOTO; INTERNET

Brazil star Kaka (L) shoots the ball past an Ecuador player during their World Cup 2010 qualifying match al the

Maracana on Wednesday.
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Bangladesh

We believed in their potential and the results are phenomenal,
Congratulations Bangladesh Team for doing wonders in the Special Olympics 2007,
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