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Over 1 lakh throng Karachi
streets to greet Benazir

AFP, Karachi

More than 100,000 Benazir Bhutto
supporters massed in Karachi
yesterday as security forces turned
Pakistan's biggest city into a for-
tress ahead of the former premier's
return from exile.

Paramilitary soldiers took over
the airport where Bhutto was due
to land at 1:00 pm (0BOD GMT),
following warnings that militants
from Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda
network could try to assassinaic
her.

More than 20,000 police and
troops, backed up by bomb squads
with sniffer dogs, patrolled the
route of her planned homecoming
parade from the airport to the
imposing mausolecum of Pakistan's
foundingfather.

The city was decked out with
massive hillboards of Bhutto and
her father Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, who
was executed by a mililary regime
in 1979. They bore slogans includ-
ing "A newdawn for Pakistan.”

Senior police officials said
more than 100,000 had turned up
and still more were arriving,
while Bhutto's Pakistan People's
Party said a million people were
on the streets, The figures were
impossible to verily independ-
ently.

"We began walking here 12 days
ago, but this is nothing compared

“with Benazir's sacrifices for us,”
labourer Dana Ram, who arrived in
Karachi late Wednesday from the
cenfral town of Mirpurkhas with
nine friends, told AFE.

Most of the flag-waving sup-
porters, who chanted "Benazir
welcome” throughout the mom-
ing, gathered outside Jinnah
International airport, many of
them dancing to frenzied drum-
beats. ;

Celebratory gunfire echoed late
into the night Wednesday in the
port city of 12 million people,
despite a government ban on
CAITYingweapons.

Bhutto loyalists flocked to
Karachi by bus, train, car, bike and
onfoot.

"A very safe estimate is that
more than a million people have
turned up at this moment and

more are coming,”" central party

leader Taj Haider told AFP.

"But more than that is the over-
flowing sentiments of the people in
the streets.”

The party was hiring a plane to
shower rose petals over Bhutto
during the cavalcade, in an echo of
her last homecoming from exile in
1986, anewspaper report said.

Security forces were keeping a
close watch on the crowds amid
fears that the pro-Western Bhutto,
the first woman premier of an
Islamic country, could be a targel
forextremists,

She is due to lead a procession
through Karachi from the back of a
specially modified lorry equipped
with bullet-proof glass screens, Her
party said the rally could last up to
18hours.

"Benazir Bhutto is a twice-
elected prime minister and she will
be accorded security protocol
accordingly in view of the prevail-
ing threats," Deputy Information
Minister TarigAzim told AFP.

Suicide bombers linked to al-
Qaeda and pro-Taliban militants in
Pakistan's tribal zone bordering
Afghanistan may try to attack
Bhutto, Karachi officials said.

All flights into Karachi were
cancelled save for Bhutto's plane
from Dubai, and 2,500 troops from
the paramilitary rangers force had
taken control of the airport, offi-
cials said.

Giant ghipping containers
painted black and marked "police”
were used to block access roads.
Many schools were closed for the
day.

Bhutto's arrival is set to. trans-
form the political landscape as
President Pervez Musharraf battles
growingunpopularity, with general
clectionsloomingin January 2008,

Military ruler Musharral earlier
this month gave Bhutto an
amnesty on the gratt charges that
had driven her abroad eight years
ago,

But he later appeared to back-
track when the Supreme Court put
hisvictory ina presidential election
onhold, and the court said itwould
also rule on her amnesty.

Bhutto chose to return despite
repeated suggestions by Musharraf
to delay her homecoming in view of
the ongoing court cases.
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Activists of former Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto hold a giant party flag during a march towards the Jinnah

“Terminal in Karachi yesterday. Benazir supporters thronged the streets of Karachi, as security forces turped |
" Pakistan's biggest city into a fortress as the former premier returned from exile.

India, Pakistan
resume peace
talks

AFP, New Delhi

Indiaand Pakistanresumed talksin
New Delhi yesterday as part of their
slow-moving peace process, offi-
cialssaid.

The Indian foreign ministry said
the day-long meeting between
mid-ranking diplomats would
focus on reducing tensions along
maritime borders and the repatria-
tion of people inadvertently stray-
ingacross land frontiers.

At present, fishermen, farmers
orother people caught by Indian or
Pakistani coast guards or border
troops are usually suspected of
being spies and can languish in
prison in bureaucratic legal limbo
even after serving sentences,

The talks will be followed on
Friday by discussions on nuclear
safeguards, or ways of keeping
their respective nuclear arsenals
under control.

On Monday, Indian and
Pakistani officials will revisit efforts
to put in place a regular joint anti-
terrorism mechanism designed to
share intelligence on militant
aclivity. 5

The latest round of talks comes
inthe wake of renewed accusations
from New Delhi that Islamabad
conlinues to support terrorist
attacksinIndia.

India's national security advisor
M.K. Narayanan said Pakistan,
already accused of backing Islamic
rebels in Indian Kashmir, was also
trying to revive Sikh militancy in
thenorthern state of Punjab.

The allegation came after a
weekend bomb attack in a Punjab
cinema killed six people and
injured 32,

Although no breakthroughs are
expected in the latest round of
talks, Indian foreign ministry
officials said it was nevertheless
"significant” that dialogue was
continuing,

"The atmosphere between the
two sides has improved. There are
delegations crossing the borders.
More people-to-people contacts
arein place withimproved bus and
train links," a foreign- ministry
source told AFD,

"On October 1, we started a
truck service to improve trade. Also
significant is that despite all the
politicalissues in Pakistan todayno
party there has questioned the
dialogue process, "he added.

Nuke deal still
on, says India’s
ruling party

AEP, New Delhi

India's ruling Congress party said
on Wednesday that a controversial
nuclear deal with the United States
was still on, despite stiff opposition
within the coalition government.

The Congress statement came
two days after Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh told US
President George Bush about
"ecertain difficulties” in imple-
menting the nuclear agreement,

"The deal is not in cold storage
and is very much in the offing," the
Press Trust of India quoted
Congress spokesman Shakeel
Ahined assaying.

"It is not correct to say that the
deal has been puton hold orputon
the back-burner.”

The party official said the gov-
ernment would hold more talks
with its Communist allies to iron
outthe differences.

Washington also said Tuesday
that the accord could still be imple-
mented, despite difficultics.

"The president is willing and is

very understanding that the
Indians may need more time for
this, But no, it's not -~ it'snotdead,”
White House spokesman Tony
Fratto said.

The US State Department
hoped India would move forward
with the agreement, which it
wanted completed in2008.

Under the agreement, the US
would provide India with nuclear
fuel and technology even though
nuclear-armed India has not signed
the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

In exchange, India must put
selected nuclear facilities under
international safeguards, includ-
inginspections.

The nuclear deal's operational
agreement was adopted in August

‘after two years of complexnegotia-

tions.

New Delhi must still sign a
separate pact with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and get the thumbs-
up from the 45-member Nuclear
Suppliers' Group, which controls
globalnuclear commerce,

Russia has strength to
defend itself: Putin

AP, Moscow

President Vladimir Putin vowed
yesterday that Russiawould defend
its vast natural resources in Siberia,
saying Russia was "not Iraq" and
would not allow outsiders to gain
control ofits resoutces.

"Thank God Russia is not Iraq.
Russia has the strength and the
means to defend itself,” Putin said
during a live television question-
and-answer session with Russians
from around the country.

He described talk ol any outside
country getting direct control over
Russia's abundant natural
resources -in Siberia as "political
erotica” and contrasted the situa-
tiomwiththatinIraqg.

"The best example are the

eventsin lrag, a country which was
| .challenged in defending itself and. |

which had enormous oil reserves.

"And everyone has seen what
happened there, They learned to
shoot at each other. But so far,
establishing order has not really
worked out.”

He was responding Lo a ques-
tion from a resident of the Siberian
city of Novosibirsk, who had asked
him to comment on a remark by a
former US official suggesting that
Russia should share the natural
wealth of Siberia.

"I know you are worried about
this," Putin said. "I know that these
kinds of ideas are circulating in the
minds of some politicians," he
added, without elaborating,

Putin said Russia was working
on strengthening and modernising
its army and navy as was its "right”
andadded that"we willcohtinifetd *
do this,” i

27 Tamil Tigers
killed in
clashes

AP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's military said yesterday
that its troops killed 27 suspected
Tamil Tigers in renewed clashes in
the island's north, although the
rebels dismissed some incidents as
altacks oncivilians.

The S11 Lankan navy fired early
yesterday at a cluster of Tamil Tiger
boats off the northwest coast. They
recovered an abandoned rebel boat
with four bodies and three survi-
vors, the defence ministry said in a
statement,

The pro-rebel Tamilnet.com
website, however, said the boat was
carrying seven civilians who were
fleeing Sri Lanka for India, and that
at least at least three members of
the same familywere killed.

Elsewhere in the north, the
military claimed it killed 23 rebels
in sporadic clashes across the
embattled north and northeast
over the past 24 hours.

No independent confirmation

- of the claims was immediately
available, and there was no com-
ment from the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Belam (LTTE). Both sides are
known to exaggerate casually
figures,

Iraqi Kurds
protest Turkish
threat

AFP, Arbil, frag

Sewveral thousand Iraqi Kurds took
to the streets of Arbil yesterday to
protest the threat of a Turkish
incursion,

"Violation over the Kurdistan
border is a vielation of the people
of Kurdistan,” chanted one. "No no
for the Turkish threat, yes yes for
peace,” shouted another.

Several thousand students,
government workers and union
representatives massed outside the
UN building in Arbil, the seat of
Irag's autonomous Kurdish gov-
ermnment in the north of the coun-
try, to denounce the developments
inAnkara.

The Turkish parliament on
Wednesday gave permission to the

-military tolaunch anincursioninto
northern Iraq to crack down on
rebels from the Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK), which has bases in
Iragi territory.

Carrying Kurdish Mags and
banners written in Arabic, Kurdish
and English, protestors called for
help to stop the Turks from launch-

inganymilitary action.

Musharraf-Benazir anti-terror
pact shaky: analysts

AFP, Islamabad

President Pervez Musharraf and
Benazir Bhutto plan to forge an
alliance to fight extremism follow-
ing the return of the former pre-
mier to Pakistan, but analysts warn
the deal alreadylooks shaky.

The United States in recent
months has quietly supported
moves towards a power-sharing
deal between the pair, ahead of
Bhutto's homecoming on
Thursday after eight years in self-
imposed exile.

An alliance would boost their
supportamong Islamic moderates,
the US$ hopes, and embolden the
pair to step up US-ally Pakistan's
fight against extremists operating
in the wvolatile Afghan border
region, analysts said.

But rather than back the deal,
many supporters have reacted with
dismay, a major blow for
Musharraf, who needs legitimacy
after seizing power in a 1999 coup,
and who is already suffering a
severe slump in popularity, they
said.

"America's main interest in
Pakistan revolves around fighting
the war on terrorism,” pn]ilical
analyst Hasan Askaritold AFP,

The Americans "are fully con-
scious of the fact that this war does
not enjoy popular support because
of the dubious democratic creden-

tials of Musharraf's regime,” said
Askari, former head of political
science at Punjab University.

"They think if Benazir comes on
board the requisite support will be
available and this would also stem
the tide of extremism in Pakistan,”
hesaid.

Bhuito needs Musharraf's
support ahead of a general poll in
January to become prime minister
in a new government, But support-
ers are angry that she is dealing
with a military dictator, given her
pledge to restore democracy, and
for toeing the American line, ana-
lysts said.

Bhutto, the first fermale leader of
an Islamic nation, has pledged to
root out Islamic militancy, saying
recently that Pakistan had become
the "petri dish of the international
extremistmovement”.

But analyst Shafgat Mahmood
said Bhutto has no history of fight-
ing Islamic extremists, and her
pledges appear hollow. The
Oxford-educated Bhutto served
two terms as prime minister before
the September 11 attacks onUS soil
that sparked the "war on terror.”

"Our American friends think
that by bringing together Benazir
Bhutto and Musharraf they can
cobble together a dream team to
fight extremism and terrorism,”
Mahmood, who writes for English
daily The News, told AFP,

"If this dream team's objective
is to finish extremism then this
team cannot work because both
are considered hostile to religious
elements.

"Benazir Bhutto does not bring
anything extra because she has no
support in the tribal area and is
seen by religious clements
throughout the country as an
adversary justlike Musharraf.

"This will leave them with the
only option of using force as a
means to deal with the threat of
extremism and this strategy has not
worked under Musharraf."

Some 90,000 Pakistani troops
are fighting pro-Taliban and Al-
Qaeda extremists in the lawless
tribal region after hundreds fled
over the Afghan border after the fall
ofthe hardline Taliban regime.

But their success has been lim-
ited, according to experts, and the
USsays Osamabin Laden's network
hasbeenregroupinginthearea,

Musharraf abandoned
Pakistan's support for the Taliban
after the September 11 attacks and
joined Washington's war on terror.
He has been bankrolled ever since
by the US, which is seeking political
stabilityin Pakistan.

Despite toncerns over a
Musharraf-Bhutto alliance, analyst
Najam Sethi said they need each
other to survive in Pakistan's vola-
tile political climate.

Bombs kill 6
of Afghan

security forces

AFP, Kabul

Bomh blasts killed six members of
Afghan security forces yesterday
while the US-led coalition said
nine of its soldiers were wounded
inan ambush in new attacks linked
toaTaliban-led insurgency.

Four policemen were killed near
the border with Pakistan when a
remotely detonated bomb blew up
their vehicle as they were patrolling
a remote area of the eastern prov-
ince of Khost, police said.

Three more policemen were
wounded in the blast, police
spokesman Wazir Badshah told
AFP without saying who might
havebeenbehind theattack,

Afghan police are on the
frontline of an insurgency led by
the extremist Taliban militia that
was in government between 1996
and 2001. Atound 600 have been
killed in violence this year, accord-
ing to officials.

In another attack, two members
of a militia working with the US
military were killed in rugged
northeastern Kunar when a bomb
exploded on a road they were
walking along, provincial police
chiefAbdul Jalal Jalal told AFP.

TheUS-led coalition, which along
with a NATO-headed force is in
Afghanistan to help the governiment
defeat the insurgency, announced
separatelythat nine ofits troopswere
wounded in an ambushin the south-
ern province of Kandahar,

PHOTO: AFP
French state workers demonstrate yesterday in Caen, western France, during a 24-hour strike against the govern-
ment's reform plans of pension privileges. Street demonstrations are planned in some 60 towns and cilies, as trade
unians fry to force French President Nicolas Sarkozy to drop plans to reform France's so-called "special” pension
systems enjoyed by 1.6 million rail, energy and other workers.

Sarkozys
separate

AFP, Paris

French President Nicolas Sarkozy
and his wife Cecilia have separated
"by mutual consent”, according to
a statement from the Elysee Palace
vesterday.

"Cecilia and Nicolas Sarkozy
announce their separation by
mutual consent. They will make no
comment,” the staternent said.

Rumours have been circulating
for several days that the couple's 11
vear marriage could be close to
collapse.

French newspapers vesterday
ran front-page slories reporting
that President Nicolas Sarkozy and
his wife Cecilia have initiated
divorce proceedings.

The left-wing Liberation, which
has so far refused to comment on
what it called rumours, said it had
information that Cecilia appeared
on Monday before a judge to
requesta divorce by consent,

Its headline, beneath a full-page
picture of the couple, was "Desper-
ate Housewife."

Le Parisien newspaper also bore
afront-page picture of the Sarkozys
beneath the headline, "A page
turns”.

On Monday, two news organisa-
tions reported on their Internet
sites that divorce proceedings were
opened on Monday morning,
when Cecilia saw a family court
judgein thesuburb of Nanterre.

L

File photo: French President Nicolas Sarkozy (L) and his wife Cecilia
Sarkozy (R) arriving at the banquet hosted by German Chancellor Angela
Merkel (not in picture) in the Group of Eight Industrial Nations Summit
meeting in Heiligendamm at Hohen Luckow on June 6, 2007. French
President Nicolas Sarkozy and his wife Cecilia have separated "by mutual
consent", according toa statement fromthe Elysee Palace yesterday,
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Chronology of Benazir's political liie

AYP, Karachi

Former prime minister Benazir
Bhutto stepped onto Pakistani soil
yesterday after eight years in self-
imposed exile.

Here is a brief chronology of key
developments in her political life:

--1979 --

April 4: Her father, former prime
minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, is
hanged by military dictator Zia-ul-
Haq.

-- 1986 --

April: Bhutto returns from exile
to a tumultuous welcome by a
million supporters to lead the
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
against Zia-ul-Hag,

-- 1988 --

November 16: The PPP wins
clections called after Zia-ul-Haqg
was killed ina mysterious air crash.

December 2: Bhutto is sworn in
as Pakistan's first woman prime
minister.

== 1990 --

August: Bhutto is dismissed by
president Ghulam Ishaq Khan on
charges of corruption and misrule,
Husband Asif Zardariis arrested on

kidnapcharges.

October: Her party loses elec-
tions and she serves as opposition
leader for three years while Nawaz
Sharifis prime minister.

--1993--

October: PPP returns to power
and Bhutto is re-elected prime
minister for asecond term.

-- 1996 --

October: Then-president

-Farooq Ahmed Leghari sacks

Bhutto on charges of corruption
and abuse of power. Zardari is
again arrested and imprisoned on a
range of corruplion and criminal
charges.

--1989 --

April: A Pakistani court convicts
Bhutto and Zardari of receiving
kickbacks worth millions of dollars
for awarding a contract to two
Swiss firms during her 1993-96
rule. The conviction is overtumned
two years later.

April: Bhutto heads into self-
imposed exile in London and
Dubai, vowing to return to Pakistan
and contestelections in 2002,

October 12: Musharraf over-
throws Sharif in a coup after the

prime minister tries to sack him as
army chief.

-- 2002 --

July: Musharraf issues a decree
barring former premiers who have
served two terms from serving a

third, widely viewed as targeting.

Bhutto and Sharif.

October 10: Nationwide polls
are held without Bhutto, whose
PPP wins 80 of 342 National
Assembly seats,

November 16: Musharraf is
sworninfora fresh five-yearterm.

--2003 --

July: A Swiss court convicts
Bhutto and Zardari of laundering 12
million dollars through Swiss bank
accounts and hands them a six-
month suspended jail term. The
sentence is later overturned on
appeal.

== 2004 --

November: Zardari is released
from prison after serving eight years
on corruption charges, and joins
Bhuttoin exile.

--2006-- ;

January: Interpol issues interma-
tional notices following a request by
Pakistan for the arrest of Bhutto and

Zardari on corruptioncharges,

-- 2007 --

March 9: Musharral sacks chiel
justice Iftikhrar Muhammad
Chaudhry, sparking protests and a
political crisis. Chaudhry is later
reinstated. .

July 3-10: Pakistani troops
besiege and storm the radical Red
MosqueinIslamabad, killing at least
100 people.

July 13: Bhutto hails the opera-
tion, sparking outrage among hard-
liners. A suicide bomber later
attacks her party headquarters,
Lilling 15 people.

September: Musharraf and
Bhutto aides pursue talks in London
and Dubai ona power-sharing pact.

September 14: PPP announces
Bhuttowill return on October 18,

October 4: Bhutto and Musharraf
agree on nationa reconciliation
accord. He signs a deal for an
amnesty which clears her of graft
charges.

October 6: Musharraf wins the
presidential election.

October 18: An emotional Bhutto
touches down at Karachi airport, as
more than 250,000 loyal supporters
flood the city streets to greet her,



