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Asian journos
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"The military junta's crackdownon
demonstrations bodes ill for the
future of basic freedoms in this
country. Journalists continue to
work under the yoke of harsh cen-
sorship from which nothing
escapes, not even small ads,” it
safd.

' Newspapers print only under
* strict censorship, private broad-
casting is not allowed and most
websites carrying news about the
countryareblocked,

"There is no press freedom in
Burma," Sein Win, managing edi-
tor of Mizzima News, an India-
based news group run by dissi-
dents, told AFP. "The government
uses the media as a tool to spread
its propaganda andlies.”

At least 13 journalists and writ-
ers are believed to be in jail,
Reporters Without Borders said,
while a Japanese video journalist
was shot dead while he covered the
crackdown.

Myanmar ranked 164th out of
the 169 countries in the survey --
one ranking below China.

Reporters Without Borders said
itregretted China's lowstanding.

"With less than a year to go to
the 2008 Beijing Olympics, the
reforms and the releases of impris-
oned journalists so often promised
by the authorities seem to be a vain
hope," itsaid.

The press freedom body said
that of at least 64 people currently
imprisoned worldwide because of
what they posted on the Internet, a
total of 50 were in China.

Li Datong, a former editor of
Bingdian, a weekly supplement to
the China Youth Daily, said there
was no press freedom there.

"In China we have a one party
dictatorship where the ruling party
controls everything," said Li, who
was fired after his weekly ran ard-
cles on sensitive social issues.

"This system controls and
suppresses the media,” he said. "I
can't see this system changing in
theshortterm.”

Another eight detained cyber-
dissidents were in Vietnam,
Reporters Without Borders said,
adding that Malaysia and Thailand
were also noted for cracking down
on Internet journalism, arresting
bloggers and shutting down or
blocking news websites.

Meanwhile, military coups in
Thailand and Fiji led to a worsen-
ing of press freedoms, it added,
while in Pakistan, whose President
Pervez Musharraf seized power in
1999, dozens of journalists were
beaten and arrested during a crisis
set off by  his dismissal of the
Supreme Court's chiefjustice.

Repressive restrictions also

o testoutside the o

silenced the press in communist
North Korea, which ranked second
frombottomin the survey.

Kim Yong-Hyun of Dongkuk
University, a professor on- North
Korea, told that "nearly all
journalists therﬁ1 are regarded as
civil servants armed with commu-
nistideology." |

The fog of wdr has also choked
press freedoms in Afghanistan and
Sri Lanka, Reporters Without
Borderssaid. |

At least se media workers
have been killed during the past
year in Sri s besieged north-

ern Jaffna penin;sula while others
have been kidmapped or threat-
ened, said lge Free Media

Movement, a Sri Lankan press
watchdog. |

Despite the bleak picture of
journalism in Asla, some countries
have turned their practices around.

In Nepal, an end to the civil war
and return to democratic rule has
revived basic freedoms, Reporters
Without Bmderi said, while the
Cambodia government had
decriminalised press offences.

i
Charge sheet
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"Investigation into the case is
almost finished. [hope the case will
be disposed of sgon,” the IGP told
reporters after making his deposi-
tion to the judicial inquiry com-
mission headed by Justice Habibur
Rahman Khan on the August 20-22
student unre¢st on Dhaka
University campus at its Circuit
House officein the afternoon.

Replying to a 'question the IGP
said, "Absolutely the charge sheet
willbegiven." |

He added: 'From the very
beginning, there! had been some
problem, but now we have over-
come the problem.”

On the August 20-22 student
unrest on the Dhaka University
campus, the IGP $aid it urned into
violent due to the role of a section
ofthe university teachers.

"The teachers were supposed to
cool down the angry students.
Instead, they qumssed solidarity
with the students and raised sev-
eral demandswhich intensified the
agitation," Nur Mohammad said.

The campus violence spread to
the city streets and other parts of
the country, n.-sul_h'ng in damage to
publicand privaté property.

The IGP said some outsiders
were also involed in spreading
and intensifying the student pro-
e it

Atotal of 102 wilnes;cs, includ-
ing police and prmy personnel,
have so far giveni their statements
to the commissior.

Mahasaptami
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mandaps yesterday (o receive
Durga and her children -- Lakshmi,
Saraswati, Kartik and Ganesh --
who the Hindus believe descend
on earth at the invocation and
supplication of the devotees
through Bodhon rituals during the
Mahashashthi puja.

Leaders of Bangladesh Puja
Udjapon Parishad and Mahanagar
Sarbojoneen Puja Committee said
people from all walks of life will
gather at puja mandaps mostly
from today as the main attraction
of the Durga Puja begins from
Mahasaptami.

Ansars have been deployed at
every puja mandap while Rapid
Action Battalion, Bangladesh Rifles
and police will patrol the puja
venues for ensuring security of the
visitors.

Monitoring cells have also been
formed to help Hindus observe
their biggest annual religious
festival.

The prime puja mandap in the
capital is set up at Dhakeshwari
National Temple. Large mandaps

have also been bhilt at Jagannath
Hall of Dhaka |University, the
Ramkrishna Mis&i&un. Ramna Kali
Mondir, Siddheshvari Kali Mondir,
Tanti Bazar, Shankhari Bazar,
Bangla Bazar, arnld at Mohakhali
and Farmgate areds.

President me[[ajuddin Ahmed
and Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed vesterday felicitated
Hindus on the eve of their largest
nnnualfcsd\ril:ieer

In his messpge, President
lajuddin Ahmed spid Durga Puja is
an indivisible pagt of the Bengali
culture though itlis the main reli-
gious festival of Hindus.

In a separate| message, Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed said
people of all faith have been living
in harmony in the country for ages
and every achievement, success
and glorybelong tpall of them.

Different political, social and
cultural organisatlons, meanwhile,
continued to feliditate Hindus on
the eve of the festival. They also
condemned the attacks on puja
mandaps and desgcration of Durga
icols throughout the country.

Bangladesh to seek
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$1,590 million to Bangladesh for
the 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 Fys,
it gave the country only $819 mil-
lion. Of which, $456 million was
provided for 2005-2006 FY and
$363 million for 2006-07 FY.

The Bangladesh team will ask
the WB for the carry over from last
two FYs, which is $771 million,
along with WB's commitment for
the current FY, which is $852 mil-
lion.

According to well-placed
sources, the WB has already gave a
hint of granting 3800 million,
which, if disbursed, will be highest
ever assistance for the country in a
single FY.

Of the fund, $200 million will be
disbursed as transitional budget
support, $100 million as power
sector support credit, 100 million
as education sector support credit,
$75 million as budgetary support
for flood rehabilitation, and rest for
water procurement and avian flu
prevention.

Bangladesh will, however,
pursue the WB for more assistance
and is hopeful about receiving
$1,623 million as the WB seems
happy with the reform initiatives
including ongoing drives to curb
__corruption, separation of the judi-

ciary from the executive and boost-
ing up operations at the Chittagong
Port, ERD sources faid.

A part of the World Bank's allo-
cation for International
Development Asdociation (IDA)-
14, which is going to end next year,
will remain unspent, and
Bangladesh is going to ask the WB
to reallocate the unspent [DA-14
fund for Bangladesh to help carry
on the reform and development
initiatives. |

In his speech at the WB-IMF
annual meeting, the finance
adviser will also raise the issue of
the developing countries’ not
receiving the pledged amount of
assistance from different forums
including the United Mations,
which hampers, development
activities in thyse countries,
sourcessaid. !

To succeed in its attempt to get
the assistance, Hangladesh will
have to take initiatives for reform in
different sectors including energy,
power and banking, they added.

The Finance Djvision has pre-
pared a separate| report on the
government's stefts in this regard
and the Bangladesh team will brief
the WH officials [in Washington
aboutit.

EC to stay
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an yes/no vote (on the idea of
national government)? We're not
thinking aboutiteither," Sohul said
asnewsmen asked him whatthe EC
plans to do if any consensus about
the proposed national administra-
tionis reached.

Sohul and the other election
commissioner, Brig Gen (retd) M
Sakhawat Flussain, are scheduled
to visit the UK in Movember to see
whether or not Bangladeshi expa-
triates there are interested to get
enrolled in the voterlist.

"We'll hold view-exchifige
meetings with the expatriate
Bangladeshis in four places --
London, Birmingham, Edinburgh
and Manchester -- to explore their
interestinbeing voters,” hesaid.

The EC has recently held a
meeting with the foreign affairs
adviser about the visit. The adviser
lenthis full support to the commis-
sion's move towards enrolling the
UKexpatriatesin the electoral roll.

The adviser has assured us of all
cooperation of the Bangladesh
High Commission in the UK, Sohul
said.

"It'd be decided after the visit
whether the majority of the expa-
triates are interested to be voters,
how they could be enrolled and
when the process will start,” he told
thereporters.

The EC is giving priority to have
the expatriates in the UK enrolled
in the voter list as the country's
citizenship law ensures voting right
for them for their great contribu-
tion to theliberation war of 1971.

"But getting enrolled as voters
will be optional for the expatri-
ates,” Sohul said.

AL against
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government is also thinking of
appointing consultants to acceler-
ate the pace of work in the adminis-
tration.

The AL acting chief, however,
thanked the army chief on his
remark that he does not have any
ambition of becoming the coun-
try'shead of state.

Zillur again demanded release
of the detained party president
Sheikh Hasina, other senior leaders
and aswellas theleadersofthe AL's
frontorganisations.

"It is legal to give them bail, but
denying bail is a breach of law,” the
veteran ALleader said.

If Sheikh Hasina is given bail,
she would not flee the country,
Zillur said adding that if she
wanted to flee, she wonldnaghave
returned home from tHe UST

He alao thanked [he govern-
ment for allowing Hasina to talk to
her children inthe US over phone.

Zillur conveyed greetings to the
Hindu community on the occasion
of Durga Puja.

Bangladeshi
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discharged as corporal of
Bangladesh Air Force in 1990, said
he is earning five times his air force
salary working as farmer.

Azad, who made a fresh start of
his career in Comilla, said, "Forme,
this award is as good as winning the
Nobel Prize."

(GGatco case
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director general (DG) of the same
ministry are included on the list of
government officials to be ques-
tioned by the ACC,

The officials are_to be ques-
tioned as they were in charge of
different government offices con-
cerned when Gatco was awarded
the controversial container-
handling job in Dhaka and
Chittagong.

The CPA official questioned’is
Mosharraf Hossain, chief accoun-
tantof CPA.

Three senior principal officers
of Sonali Bank handed over the
bank documents and records to the
ACC at its local office located at
Sonali Bank head office in Dhaka.

Meanwhile, the ACC will soon
initiate investigation of cases filed
against Lutfozzaman Babar, former
home minister, Harris Chowdhury,
former political adviser to the then
prime minister, Barrister Nazmul
Huda, former communications
minister, and Advocate Taimur
Alam Khandaker, former chairman
of Bangladesh Road Transport
Corporation (BRTC) for taking
bribes, concealing information in
wealth statement and misappro-
priating public funds.

The ACC will appoint investiga-
tion officers for the cases in a cou-
pleofdays.

The ACC will soon submit
charge sheets against controversial
businessman Giasuddin Al
Manmun and Awami League leader
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya as the commission approved
the submission of charge sheets
against them on October 16.

During investigation, the ACC
found that Mamun accumulated
wealth worth Tk 111 crore in the
last five years while Maya con-
cealed information about wealth
worth Tk 6.27 crore in his wealth
statement.

The commission also approved
a first information report against
Awami League (AL) Joint General
Secretary Obaidul Quader and his
wife for concealing wealth infor-
mation worth Tk 62,84 lakh in their
wealth statements they had sub-
mitted to the commission.

Judiciary separation
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judicial magistrates to perform
their duties with sincerity and
honesty and assured them of all-
out support from the Supreme
Court.

Adviser Mainul Hosein said
the present caretaker govern-
ment is trying to establish an
independent judiciary in the
country and working whole-
heartedly to make democracy
sustainable

He said an independent and
responsible judiciary is essential
fordemocracy.

The present government is
fully aware of the role that the
judiciary should play in the coun-
try's forward march towards
democracy, Mainul said, adding
that the lifeline of democracy is
the rule of law, not the rule of
corrupt ones.

The adviser appreciated the
Supreme Court for its guidance
and said without the leadership
role of the Supreme Court it
would not be possible for the
governmeritto accomplish sucha
gigantic task.

Mainul said the present care-
taker government has expressed
its firm commitment to democ-
racy and the rule of law by

extending all sorts of cooperation
to complete the process of estab-
lishing an independent judiciary.

Referring to bitter experiences
of undue political interference in
the judiciary that had weakened
the independence of the judicial
system and the process of dis-
posal of fair judgment, the
adviser said the whole demo-
cratic structure fell apart because
of such practices and the need for
taking an army backing became
imperative to save the country
from the danger of an imminent
civil war,

"We fought for the country's
freedom so that we can live with
our rights and dignity. The rights
guaranteed by our constitution
are meaningless if the judiciary is
not freed and made independent
to protectsuchrights,” he said.

Mentioning the gravity of the
judges’ responsibility, the adviser
said the members of the judiciary
should work with a high standard
of morality to make the judicial
system stronger and earn peo-
ple's full confidence.

A total of 67 additional district
and sessions judges and joint
district and sessions judges par-
ticipated in the programme.

Reforms in parties
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expelled BNP secretary general
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan disclosed
a set of reform proposals including
one to exclude Khaleda Zia from
the party helm.

AL Presidium members Abdur
Razzak, Tofail Ahmed and Suranjit
Sengupta also separately disclosed
reform proposals that included a
proposal for curtailing some abso-
lute power of the party chief.

These AL and BNP leaders
desperately tried to gather support
of the leaders at the parties' grass-
roots level as the party high com-
mands became divided over the
reformsissue.

Meanwhile, former premier and
AL President Sheikh Hasina was
detained on July 16 and former
prime minister and BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia was
detained on September3.

Detention of Hasina and
Khaleda and expulsion of Bhuiyan
from the BNP changed the entire
situation within the two parties.
ALFORRELEASEOF. v ovii “os sains
PARTY CHIEFFIRST
Since the caretaker government.
allowed politics on a limited scale
on September 10, the AL has held
its presidium meeting twice and
that of the central working com-
mittee once. But none of the meet-
ings discussed the reforms issue.
The party leaders rather repeatedly
demanded release of Hasina and
othersenior leaders.

The last AL presidium meeting
decided to hold a meeting of the
party's central working committee
on October 22 to discuss the EC
proposals for electoral reforms.
The AL is scheduled to sit at a dia-
logue with the ECon November4.

The AL has also started view=
exchange meetings with the com-
ponents of the 14-party alliance to
revive the electoral alliance.

Meanwhile, a number of senior
AL leaders led by party Presidium
Member Amir Hossain Amu moved
for brining reforms within the
party in July. At present, however,
these dissident leaders have appar-
ently retreated from theirstance.

Political analysts observe that
the AL has overcome the risk of
splitting over the reforms issue.

AL Presidium Member Suranjit
Sengupta, who disclosed a number
of proposals for reforms within the
party, yesterday told The Daily Star
that they simultaneously want
release of the party chief and
reformsin the party.

“In the changed political situa-
tion when a number of leaders
have been arrested, our first prior-
ity now is to free the party chiefand
other leaders and then
liberalisation of the political situa-
tion,” Suranjit said, adding, "Once
these priorities are met, we will go

forreformsin the party."

Referring to the current ban on
indoor politics at the district [evel,
Suranjit said, "It is not possible to
go for reforms without political
activities across the country.”
BNPSTILLINTROUBLE
Like other political parties, the BNP
could not hold any formal meeting
of the party forum in last one
month due mainly to the discord
amongits senior leaders in the pro-
and anti-Khaleda camps.

Thepolice did notallow the BNP
toopen itscentral office asboth the
camps have been claiming to be
the mainstream of the party.

Newly appointed BNP Secretary
General Khandaker Delwar
Hossain and a few other leaders
loyal to Khaleda tell the media
almost every day about their
demand for Khaleda's release.
They also questioned the govern-
ment attitude towards the BNP. But
they are not speaking about

cendaoThe BNP has'niot e

reformsintheparty. g0 o
YEhe :
yetif it will sit at the Ecmﬂf discharge

electoral reforms on November 22,

BNP chairperson's Adviser Brig
Gen (retd) Hannan Shah yesterday
said, "Our office has been kept
closed. As a nationalist political
party, the BNP is failing to play its
desired role."

On the other hand, the move
initiated by Mannan Bhuiyan and a
few other leaders for brining
reforms within the party has appar-
ently become stalled: following
expulsion of Bhuiyan from the BNE.

These pro-reforms leaders
announced their propasals on June
26 and declared that they would
hold the party council by August-
September to implement them.
But they failed to convene the
council and the possibility of hold-
ing it in near future is also slim, a
pro-reforms leadersaid.
OTHERPARTIES
The Jatiya Party (JP) led by Ershad,
the third largest political party, has
also faced split as party Presidium
Member Rawshan Ershad expelled
party chairman HM Ershad by
announcingasetofreform propos-
als. Rawshan's move, however,
could not gather support from the
grassroots level.

The JP recently formed a com-
mittee to draftits reform proposals.

The Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh has been in a better
shape as it has not faced any diffi-
culties so far regarding party
reforms. ;

Other small political parties
have been running their activities
since indoor politics was allowed
and they have not faced any prob-
lems regarding reforms.

Belated move
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questions about its revenue,
Petrobangla made a makeshift
arrangement to provide two per-
centofits total revenue to Bapex for
staff salaries and other basic over-
head costs. Bapexwas given several
ring-fenced gas structures in the
late nineties, without any basic
investment to utilise these assets. [t
was made a full-fledged companya
fewyears backbutis yet to be given
a basic investment or a financial
goal, or a financial structure that
wouldhelpitgrow.
NEWPROJECTS

While the past governments sat on
a number of proposals of Bapex,
the caretaker government has
approved some of these, and is
seriously considering approval of
some vital projects that would help
enhance overall gas supplies in the
country.

The energy ministry is review-
ing the Semutang field develop-
ment proposal which aims at pro-
duction of gas from June 2009.
Located in Khagrachhari, this field

would probably produce about 30
mmcfd gasatacostofTk65 crore.

Bapex, under a joint venture
with BGFCL and SGFL, would
develop Begumganj field in
Noakhali under a self-financed
project worth Tk 205 crore, [nitially,
this field would produce 20 mmcfd
gas. It has already received the
finance ministry'sclearance.

The company would drill an
exploratory well at a cost of Tk 56
crore in Kapatia. This government-
funded project is awaiting clear-
ance from the Executive
Committee of National Economic
Council (Ecnec).

Bapex is now estimating the
project cost for re-exploring Srikail
gas structure where it had previ-
ouslydrilled awell acawrong place.
It aims at drilling a new well in this
areain2008.

Under a Tk 67 crore project,
Bapexmay drill awell in Sundalpur,
close to Begumganj, in 2010,

The companyisalso planning to
drill two new wells in Salda river gas
structure.

26 senior citizens
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famous expert on India Dr Joachim
KBautze to the French ambassador
in Dhaka, in which Bautze termed
the process of fixing the insurance
money for these archaeological
masterpieces a "financial fraud".
Bautze said the total insurance
money for the 187 pieces--Tk 10
crore--is far less than the price of a
part of a painting of Vincent van
Gogh.

The senior citizens also
expressed their concern about
carrying the artefacts by a single
aircraft, which might lead to losing
of all the invaluable artefacts if the
aircraft faces anyaccident.

They raised objection against the
deal signed between Bangladesh
and France where absolute restora-
tion rights were given to the Guimet
Museum authorities.

They said they do not want the
next generation to blame them and
the current government for failing
to preserve the elements of the
country's history and legacy prop-
erly.

The statement was signed by
educationists Prof Khan Sarwar
Murshid, Prof Kabir Chowdhury,
Prof Sirajul Islam Chowdhury, Prof
Borhanuddin Khan fahangir, Prof
Zillur Rahman Siddiqui, Prof

Mustafa Nurul Islam, Prof Syed-

Akram Hossain, Prof Salahuddin
Ahmed, Prof Naoshaba Khatun and
Prof Ajay Roy, singers Kalim Sharafi
and Sanzida Khatun, journalist
Kamal Lohani, botanist Dwijen
Sharma, poet Belal Chowdhury,
architect Rabiul Hussain, artists
Rafiqun Nabi, Bulbon Osman,
Emdad Hossain and Aminul Islam.

BNP to change
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residence.

Steps are being taken to
strengthen the party units in Dhaka
and adjacent districts, he added.

Hannan alleged that BNP has
become a victim of "dual policy' of
the caretaker government as it has
allowed all political parties except
BNP to opentheiroffices.

He urged the authorities to
permitopeninghis party's office.

Hannan appreciated army chief
Gen Moeen U Ahmed's recent
remarks in London about the
factors thatled to the state of emer-
gency, and about activities of the
carctaker government. He however
said people would be happy if the
government would lift emergency
and complete its tasks as the situa-

tion hasimproved,

o earaet o
iponsibilities
accordance with the constitution,
and they could not finish their
duties.., Had they done these, such
a situation would not have been
created," hesaid.

Asked about ‘unfinished tasks'

of the government, he said, "Elec-
tion and handover of power to an
elected government".

"I have nothing to say as itis his
personal affair,” was his reply to a
question on the army chief's com-
ment that he has no desire 10
become president.

Meanwhile, Maj Gen (retd) ZA
Khan, another adviser to the BNP
chairperson, also welcomed the
army chief's remarks.

"The army chief spoke for clean
democracy which will inspire the
politicians," he said. Properleader-
‘ship will flourish if reforms in the
party are implemented, he told
newsmen after meeting Mannan
Bhuiyan at his Gulshan residence.

Biman
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chaos, Biman cut in seven interna-
tional routes in a span of one and a
half years including New York,
Yangoon, Mumbai, Frankfurt, Orly
(Paris), Brussels, and Manchester.

Biman incurs aloss of Tk 30 lakh
per flight on Dhaka- New York
route, Biman sources said.

The sources said they need
wide-bodied aircraft like Boeing
747 to make viable to operate long-
haul routes like Dhaka-NewYork.

Biman now has air service
agreement (ASA) with 42 countries,
butitcanuseonly 18.

Expatriate Bangladeshis urged
the chief adviser to restore Dhaka-
New York flight during his visit to
the US to join United Nations
general assembly.

"The chiefadviser told Biman to
procure aircraft as early as possible
and to find a way to restore impor-
tant routes like New York," Altaf Ali
told The Daily Star last night.

"The government is giving
importance to revive those impor-
tant routes, which had been closed
earlier," added Altaf.

"As Biman is now a public lim-
ited company, its board will discuss
the matter and take initintives."

With the Airbus, the number of
Biman's own aircraft stands at 11.
Biman currently owns three types
of aircraft -- four DC10-30s, four
F28s, and three A310-300s.

Of those, only four or five can fly
every day, while the rest are
grounded due to technical mal-
functions.

Poor response

FROM PAGE 16

was declared following suggestions
by the major airlines and so it
should work effectively.

"We hope the airlines will take
the opportunity of the open sky
policy and operate more flights for
theirowninterests,” hesaid.

Oil prices
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week ended Oct. 12, more than the |
million barrel increase analysts
surveyed by Dow Jones Newswires,
onaverage, had expected.

But prices reversed course and
rose after the Turkish parliament
vote. Traders worry that any escala-
tioninthe conflictbetween the Kurds
and'ﬂuke? will cut oil supplies from
northern I[raq. Despite the decision,
Turkey's government said an incur-
sioninto [raqisn'timminent.

The ElA also reported that gaso-
line supplies rose by 2.8 million
barrelslastweek, nearly triple analyst
expectations for a 1 million barrel
increase. November gasoline rose
0.43 cent to $2.178 a gallon on the

ex.

Distillates, which include heating
oil and diesel fuel, rose by 1 million
barrels last week, the EIA said.
Analysts had expected distillate
supplies to fall by 400,000 barrels.
November heating oil rose (.98 cent
to$2.3485 agallonon the Nyme:x.

In other Nymex trading, natural
gas futures rose 11.2 cents to $7.479

er 1,000 cubic feet. In London,

cember Brent crude fell 43 cents

to $83.12 a barrel on the [CE Futures
exchange.

The EIA also reported that refin-
ery activity fell last week by 0.5 per-
centage point to 873 percent of
capacity. Analysts had expected
refinery utilization to grow by 0.4
percentagepoint.

Crude imports jumped last week
byanaverageof539,000 barrelsaday,
while imports of gasoline fell by
230,000 barrelsadayonaverage.

Demand for iasaiine rose by
about 53,000 barrels last week, but is
off 0.5 percent over the past four
weeks, the EIA sald.

Many analysts said the report
strongly counters a market percep-
tion in recent days that oil supplies
are falling as demand is growing.
Reports by the Energy Department,
the International Ener?mgen and
the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries over the past
week haveall supported that belief.

Depression
weakens

STAR REPORT

At least 11 fishermen are still miss-
ing following trawler capsize in the
Bay near Kuakata of Pauakhali due
to the depression for three days
while the other fishermen missing
retuned home by yesterday eve-
ning.

In Moulvibazar, at least 15,000
people have been marooned due to
flash floods in three unions of
Kamalganjupazila.

fishing boat are still untraced in the
Bay.

The missing ones were identi-
fied as Amir Ali, 33, Dulal, 30,
Mohsin, 23, Rasel, 22, Kabir
Hossain, 28, Abdul Hagq, 55, Nur
Alam, 35, Rahim, 26, Al Amin, 25,
Azahar, 32 and Imam, 27. All are
from Mohipur village in Kalapara
upazilaof the district.

Abdus Salam Howlader and
Mimai Chandra Das, president and
secretary of Mohipur Trawler
Owners Association, said, “We sent
two trawlers to the Bay on Tuesday
to conduct a search for the missing
trawlers and fishermen but they
areyetto return.”

Fourteen fishermen returned
home yesterday by a trawler -- FV
Chandra Kamal -- from Pakhimara
char under Khulna district. They
had taken shelter In it on Monday
last. Thirty other fishermen
returned on Tuesday from different
places where they had taken shel-
ter.

Waorried relatives of the missing
fishermen have gathered on
Kuakata beach awaiting their
return.

Our Moulvibazar correspon-
dent reports: At least 15 thousand
people of Paten Usher,
Munshibazar and Shamsernagar
unions have been marooned and
amancrop in 400 hectareshasbeen
inundated as waters from the
Monu and Dholai rivers are enter-
ing the area through old breaches
intheirembankments.

Both the rivers are in spatede to
heavy rainfall since Tuesday night.

Twenty five villages in the three
unions have been fload-hit for the
fifth time this rainy season.

Road cmmunication between
Tarapasa and Shamsernagar and
Shamsernagar and Kulaura
remains suspended due to inunda-
tionofroads.

Janakantha
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the court that the Janakantha
editor has paid her the money for
which she sued him.

Rebeka in her case statement
complained that she handed in Tk
9,77 lakh to the Globe
Constructions chief for an apart-
ment which he never handed over
to her, adding that Masud did not
return the moneyeither.

The Janakantha editor has been
behind bars after the joint forces
arrested him in February.

EU renews

FROM PAGE 1

Dhaka supports the UN initiatives
in Burma and Bangladesh hopes to
form the National Human Rights
Commission saon.

"We also discussed
Bangladesh's new role as the chair-
man of the Least Developed
Countries and the Dutch govern-
ment has assured us of assistance
inthisrespect,” Iftekhar said.

ur. Patuakhali’ correspondent--
rted that }1-fishermen in one’

"[nventories are rising, not fall-
ing," said Tim Evans, an analyst at

Citigroup Inc. in NewYork. "Demand
isfalling, notrising.”
Benazir returns
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"She is not cowardly. She is prepared
to face any situation. She i5 the
daughter of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
shaheed (martyr)," said Mohammad
Akram Farooqui, president of her
Pakistan Peaple's Party in the United
Arab Emirates.

He was referring to the former
prime minister who was hanged by
military dictator Zia-ul-Haqin 1979,

Bhutto, who has lived in Dubai
and London since going into exile,
has said she feared retired army
officersmay be plottingtokillher,

But she said yesterday: "I don't
believe that a true Muslim will make
an attack on me.. [slam forbids
suicidebombings."

Meanwhile, Pakistan's Supreme
Court adjourned hearings yesterday
into President Pervez Musharraf's
election win so the chief justice can
consider forming a full bench for the
high-profilecase.

Lawyers for the opposition
requested a full bench shortly after
the start of hearings into the legality
of Musharraf'slandslide election win
onOctober6,

Thehead ofthe panel, judge Javed
Igbal, said he had "no objection” toa
full bench and referred the request to
Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad
Chaudhry for consideration. A deci-
sion is expected shortly, court
sources saicd.

"I have no abjection to a full court
but the issue is to be decided by the
chief justice. We are cautious of the
fact that this is a high-profile matter,"
Iqbal told the court. The request was
opposed by governmentlawyers,

p[::‘ ll%&zmh&r henchm been
due to hear arguments over several
days from two opposition candi-
dates who say the general, who
scized power in a 1999 coup, was
ineljgib?e to stand because he is still
army chief.

Musharraf, a key US in the
"war on terror,” cannot be declared
the election winner in parliament
untilthecourthasruled.

. Chaudhrycould head a fullbench
of up to 18 judges to hear the case if
he decidesoneshould be formed.

The move came as more than
1,500 oppasition pratesters demon-
strated ouwside the complex in sup-
port of the judiciary -- and against
Musharraf.

The demonstrators chanted "Go
Musharraf Go" and waved banners
asscoresof police guarded the court.

Protests at the complex have in
recent months erupted in violence
over Musharraf's botched bid to sack
Chaudhry. .in. March,, and .amid_

‘Increasing. pressure foria repum (o

democracy.

Acid thrown
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about L:00am over previous
enmity.

They received burn injuries in
their hands and other parts of the
body. They were sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCEH)
in a critical condition yesterday
evening.

Acase was filed with Nasirnagar
Police Station. Police are yet to
arrestanybody.

Roadside
bomb kills
7 Iraqi police

AFP, Baghdad

Aroadside bomb killed seven Iraqi
police near the city of Diwaniyah,
southofBaghdad, yesterday, military
officials said.

One officer was among those
killed when the police vehicle was hit
by the blast on the main road
between Diwaniyah and the town of
Afaktotheeast, theofficialssaid.

The explosion happened shortly
after midnight (2100 GMT Tuesday)
when the patrol was on its way to
Afak police station, which had come
underearlierattack.

There was no immediate word on
the identity of the attackers. Unrest
between rival Shiite militia is com-
mon in Diwaniyah, a mainly Shiite
city about 180 kilometres (110 miles)
southofBaghdad.

The blast came two days after
militants attacked a mainly Polish
military base at Diwaniyah with
mortars and machine guns, killing
five civilians and wounding two
Palish soldiers.

At least 20 civilians were also
wounded in Monday's attack, some
ofthemwomenand children.

Campus violence
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Prof M Khademul Islam, the tenth
PW of the case and also chairman of
Mass Communication Department
of RU, was declared "hostile” at the
court following a pi'&yer of Court
Sub-inspector Shamsul Islam.

Earlier, the PW stated before the
court that he knew neither the plain-
tiff nor anything about the involve-
mentoftheteachersintheincident.

The court recorded his deposi-
tion.

The six accused teachers -- for-
mer RU vice chancellor Dr M Saidur
Rahman Khan, sg'mlicatc member
Dr M Abdus Sobhan, Moloy
Bhoumik, Dulal Chandra Biswas,
Sayed Selim Reza Newton and
Abdullah Al Mamun -- were pro-
duced before the court.

Khondoker Ferdous Alam, former
officer-in-charge (OC) of Matihar
Police Station filed a case against
three RU teachers on August 26 for
instigating violence on the university

CAMpus.

Later, SI Nasir Uddin Mondol,
investigation officer (10) of the case,
pressed charges against a total of six
RU teacherson September.

"



