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Shadles of Life

SHAKO's splendid cornucopia

Fayza HAQ

HAKOQ's “Shades of Life", an exhibition of 12 female
artists at the Bengal Gallery began in the city yesterday.
SHAKO is a local female artists' organisation that
operates for both charity and commercial benefits. There are
invited artists too like Rokeya Sultana, Sarkar Naheed Nipu
and Denise Hudon, In the display one sees the imagination,

An artwork by Kuhu

prowess and mastery of the SHAKO artists which have been
seen thrice before.

In Fareha Zeba's “Nature”, acrylic on ply-board, one finds
two pensive images of a couple appearing 1o pray in silence
and despair. The figures are done in royal blue of different
shades. Shady trees, riverside bushes and the sky, the main
subject being nature, are brought in with powerful strokes.

The untitled mixed media by Naima Haque has a petite owl
perched on what appears to be a rock or the head of a man.
The work is in stripes, lines and scraiches 1o lend interest in
the texture work. Framing the figures is the sky in variations o
gentle blue and white. Dots, doodles and more scratches are
included in the backdrop.

“Autumn”, acrylic on canvas by Farida Zaman, undoubt-
edly an excellent painting, has superbly presented water lilies
dancing in the water. The lilies are buttercup yellow with
twirling roots and they are juxtaposed with the pitch-black
river below and the natural background of trees with delicate
dots, doneinemerald green and black.

The pristine acrylic on canvas, "Busy Path” by Nasreen
Begum, brings in nature and man with superb subtlety and
vivid imagination. Lush green meadow is balanced with
narrow white flowing streams and more dotted meadows that
are balanced in a parallel manner. Miniscule figures of rural
people, going about their everyday life, are placed above the
depictionofnature,

"Girl with a melon” by Rokeya Sultana in shades of brown,
gray, flamingo pink present the simple image of a woman
with bobbed hair, bitinginto a fruit. Balanced images of more
watermelon form the setting for the portrait.

Kuhu, who excels in portrait in crayon, and who delighted
the local and overseas viewers with her dynamic pictures has
an untitled charcoal on paper. Here one sees a woman in a
white sari with a faded red border, with simple black and
white bangles on the wrists and a flowing mane of jet-black
hair. The doe like eyes and pouting lips speak of anger and
resentment.

The Chittagong Hill Tracts life has been delineated with
brilliance by Kanak Chanpa Chakima. 1leavy jewellery at the
neck, ears, wrists and hair, plus a yellow flower deck the
young woman in “Nilmai Nitrongona", an acrylic on canvas.
The cobalt blue sky and snowy river are included in the por-
trait too. ¢

“Unknown love', acrylic on canvas by Rebecca Sultana
Moly presents lithe young women in printed shalwar-
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Nilimai Nirongona by Kanak Chanpa Chakma
kameez and diaphanous dupatta. The angular faces remind
one of portraits done by the Ttalian Renaissance masters, The
scintillating colours on the clothes are offset by more flam-
boyant reds and yellows of the background.

The delightful collection of works by the SHAKO artists
are definitely worth viewing. The exhibit ends on
October 26.

ld ter: An absurdist plyWrg

“I don't know how music can influence writing, but it has
been very important for me... I feel a sense of music continu-
ally in writing, which is a different matter from having been
influenced byit.”

--- Harold Pinterin Playwrights at Work:

Harold Pinter achieved international success as one of the
most complex post-World War 11 dramatists, His plays are
noted for their use of silence to increase tension, understate-
ment, and cryptic small talk: In2005, Pinter was awarded the
Nobel Prize for literature.

Pinter was born in Hackney, a working-class neighbour-
hood in London's East End, the son of a tailor, Both of his
parents were Jewish. As a child Pinter got on well with his
mother, but he did not get along with his father, who was a
strongdisciplinarian.

Pinter was educated at Hackney Downs Grammar School,
where he acted in school productions. At school one of
Pinter's main intellectual interests was English literature,
particularly poetry. He also read works of Franz Kafka and
Ernest Hemingway.

After two unhappy years Pinter Ieft his studies at London's
Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts. In 1950 Pinter started to
publish poems in Peetry (London) under the name Harold
Pinta. He worked as a bit-part actor on a BBC Radio
programme, Focus on Football Pools.

After four more years in provincial repertory theatre under
the pseudonym David Baron, Pinter began to write for the
stage. His first full-length play, The Birthday Party, was first
performed by Bristol University's drama department in 1957
and produced in 1958 in the West End. The play, which clesed
with disastrous reviews after one week, dealt in a Kafkaesque
manner with an apparently ordinary man who is threatened
by strangers for an unknown reason. Although most review-
ers were hostile, Pinter produced in rapid succession the
body of work, which made him the master of 'the comedy of
menace.'

Pinter's major plays are usually setin asingle room, whose
occupants are threatened by forces or people whose precise
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ALL TIME GREATS

intentions neither the characters nor the audience can
define. The struggle for survival or identity dominates the
action ofhis characters, Language is not only used as a means
of communication but as aweapon. Beneath the words, there
isasilence of fear, rage and domination, fear ofintimacy.

In 1960 Pinter wrote The Dumb Waiter. With his second
full-length play, The Caretaker (1960), Pinter made his break-
through as a majormodem talent, although in Diisseldorf the
playwasbooed.

The Homecoming (1965) is perhaps the most enigmatic of
all Pinter's early works. It won a Tony Award, the Whitbread
Anglo-American Theatre Award, and the New York Drama

Critics' Circle Award. In the story an estranged son, Teddy,
brings his wife Ruth home to London to meet his family, his
father Max, a nagging, aggressive ex-butcher, and other
tough members of the all-male household. At the end Teddy
returns alone to his university job in America. Ruth stays as a
mother or whore to his family. Everyone needs her. Similar
motifs -~ the battle for domination in a sexual context -- recur
in Landscape and Silence (both 1968), and in Old Times
(1971}, inwhich the key line is "Normal, what's normal?"

From the 1970s Pinter has directed a number of stage plays
and the American Film Theatre production of Butler (1974).
Closely associated with the director Peter Hall, he became an
associate director of the National Theatre after Hall was
nominated as the successor of Sir Lawrence Olivier, Pinter
has received many awards, including the Berlin Film Pestival
Silver Bear in 1963, BAFTA awards in 1965 and in 1971, the
Cannes Film Festival Palme d'Or in 1971, and the
Commonwealth Award in 1981. In 1996 he was given the
Laurence Olivier Award for a lifetime's achievement in the
theatre. In 2002 he was made a Companion of Honour for
services toliterature.

Since the overthrow of Chile's President Allende in 1973,
Pinter has been active in human rights issues, but his opin-
ions have often been controversial. In January 2002 Pinter
was diagnosed with cancer of the oesophagus. In his speech
to an anti-war meeting at the House of Commons in
November 2002 Pinter joined the world-wide debate over the
so-called “preventive war” against Iraq: “Bush has said: "We
will not allow the world’s worst weapons to remain in the
hands of the world's worst leaders." Quite right. Look in the,
mirror chum. That's you."

In February 2005 Pinter announced in an interview that he
has decided to abandon his career as a playwright and put all
his energy into politics. "TI've written 29 plays. Tsn't thal
enough?”
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Swapnotarito
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On Ekushey Television at 3:30pm
Specialtelefilm

Cast: Mir Sabbir, Nadia
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Eid-special play Ratrir Phool will
be aired on Channel i at 10:30 am.
The play is written by Faria
Hossain and directed by
Chayanika Chowdhury.

In the play, Rony sincerely
abides by his father's teachings.
After his marriage with Shoma,
they go to a quiet place outside
Dhaka for honeymoon. There his
ideals face a challenge for the first
time.

Mahfuz and Tarin play the lead
roles.

“Anurager Chhowa” on Banglavision

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Banglavision will air tele-film
Anurager Chhowa, today al
f:15pm.

Sania Chowdhury, personal
assistant to the managing director
of an organisation, one day misbe-
haves with her boss' son Shoaib,
mistaking him for a job applicant.
Shoaib joins the company as the
new managing director and Saniua
is apprehensive that Shoaib might
not have forgotten the ill-
treatment. But surprisingly, noth-
ing happens. Instead, she notices
that Shoaib is trying to get close to
her.

Anurager Chhowa, is writtén by
Morshed Chowdhury and directed
by Komol Chakma. Aupee Karim,
Tony Dais, Abul Hayat and Dilara
Zaman have played the central
rolesinAurager Chhowa.
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Aupi Karim in Anurager Chhowa

Malkovich and Jolie in Eastwood's film

John Malkovich
John Malkovich will join Angelina Jolie in Change-
fing, a high profile project that Clint Eastwood is
putting together for Universal and Imagine.
According to Hotlywood Reporter, the film follows a
1920s mother who loses her son. When the police

returns the wrong child to her, she refuses to
brelieve it and gets chucked into an insane asylum
for her trouble. Jolie, no stranger to hunting down
children around the globe, is obviously perfect
casting,

She will be joined by Malkovich as a priest and
Colm Feore as the chief of police. WithiEastwood
calling the shots, one can bet this onc will be a)
very, very long and b) hogging the podium come
Oscartime.

Source: BBC
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