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Bangladeshi artist receives a nod in Japan

Favza HAQ

ILOOFER Chaman, the
talented Bangladeshi
, painter and maker of
installations, is having a solo exhi-
bition in the Contemporary Asian
Artists Series organised by the
Fukuoka Asian Museum, Japan,
Niloofer is not always swayed by
the current fads but rather listens
to her inner voice. Bold forms and
bright colours are her characteris-
tics. They are seen within aframe of
herpenchantfor story telling.

“In this exhibit,” says Ishida
Takehisa, director, Pukuoka Asian
Museum, “Niloofer has followed the
Chittagong School of Rashid
Chowdhuryviaher drawings, paint-
ings and three-dimensional
artworks. She has not only exhibited
butalso conducted workshops.”

The three-month long exhibi-
tionbegan on September 6,

In her Midnight Drama, pastel
on craft paper (13 drawings)
Niloofar deals with masked actors
who prance on stage to present a
quixotic world. Embracing and
staring at each other, the drawings
include geometric houses and the
crescentmoon.

Shell and the Moody River, acrylic,
oil on canvas, has a storybook title,
With basic colours of yellow and
cobalt blue, flecked with white and
black and outlined with red, at times,
the painting introduces misshapen
seashells and lotus flowers. Niloofar
is here inspired by Bangladeshi
nakshikanthamotifs and introduces
humouroftheartist'sownbrand.

In Pakhira-0-Pakhi Apunta
Nibhia Ja, presents a narrative in
which humans pushed by anger
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Artwork by Niloofer Chaman

call upon some imaginary birds to
usher in the goddess of water, to
bring peace by putting out the fire
of chaos. Tt depicts the madness
and arrogance of humans by the
use of bright vermilion. The artist
creates a three-dimensional effect

though the use of thick panels on
theupper part of the work.
Niloofar's installation work
brings in Bangladeshi folk art in
collaboration with rickshaw paint-
ers and harks back to her grand-
mother's home with drawer filled

iloofer's unique insight

furniture all over,

A special attraction at the exhibi-
tion is a 200 feet long mural, painted
by the artistand local children.

“xperimental work remains the
artist's forte. Niloofar's prowess as
an artistisworth admiring,

Celebrities on Eid '

In conversation with Diti

)

NADIA SARWAT

A familiar lace on the big and small
screen, Parvin Sultana Diti,
embarked onheracting career with
BFDC's (Bangladesh Film Devel-
opment Corporation) talent hunt
competition, Natun Mulkher
Shandhaney in 1984. She was the
first actress to be selected through
this process. Her first film, Daak
Diey Jaye, based on the Liberation
War, was government-financed.
Unfortunately the film never saw
thelight of the day.

Her first released film was Ajmal
Huda's Mithu's Ami-i Ustad (1985).
So far, she has acted in over 100
films, including Bhai Bandhu,
Shud Ashol, Swarga Narak,
Chandidas O Rajakini and Niyotir
Khela, Over the last nine years
however, she has minimised her in
cinema and focusing more on TV
plays and hosting shows.

Talking to The Daily Star
recently, the actress shared her
views on Fid and what the occasion
meansto her,

“1 enjoy cooking on special
occasions like Fid. As always, my
preparations began a day prior to
Eid. :

“For me, the day begins at the
crack of dawn. T wake my children
up; after they are dressed in brand
new clothes, 1 send my son to the
mosque. Usually T go to my parents
on the sccond day of Eid. This
year's Eid is different, as my only
daughter had Jeft for Canada last
maonth to pursue higher studies. 1
always did my Eid-shopping with
her and this Eid was difficult with-
outher.”

The actress who was bomn in
Sonargaon, reminisced Eid, grow-
ing up: “In my childhood Eid was

the best day of my life. The festivi-
ties would begin a week ahead and
wouldn't end for another week. In

the course of the festival we would
get new clothes. We used to hide
our new clothes carefully lest any-
one copied them."”

Growing up, she was a bundle of
mischief and fun. “Even after 4 or 5
days after Eid, I used to salaam
clders to get more salaami, Even if
the person concerned scemed
unwilling to partwith money, I'dbe
undeterred.”

“With changing lifestyle, people
now live ina stressful environment.
No one has the time to enjoy Eid
and other festivals as they did
carlier. Today, Eid in the city means
hanging oul at the shopping malls
and unusually quiet and empty
streets.”

The actress adds nostalgically,
“In our time we used to buy clothes
and shoes from stores on Elephant
Road, ornaments from Baitul
Mugarram and so on, Now that we
have at least one shopping mall in
every neighbourhood, the older
shopping places have lost some of
theirappeal.”

Amader Rannaghar, a cookery
show hosted by Diti, aired on
Banglavision is quite popular
among the TV audience. Says Diti,
“I have a lot of recipes for a variety
of cuisines ranging from traditional
desi to Mughlai, Chinese, and
Continental.”

Diti has taken partin several Eid-
special programmes. She has
hosted a musical programme and a
comedy show directed by Manoj
Sengupta for BTV, as well as a film-
based show for ntv. She also has
acted in some-tele-films and TV
plays aired on Eid.

'zal, Srabonti in TV

play “Ekakitto”

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Afzal Hossain and Srabonti star

in the Eid special play Ekakitto,
to be aired on niv ionight at
8:20pm.

The play follows a middle-aged
affluent executive, working for a
multinational company, who

“suddenty feelsiihitt he is 1bively,
" This newfound realisation makes

his life a living hell. He seeks
refuge from the situation and
finally meets the woman who can
offer him the much-craved com-
pany. The catch is he had been
married to her for ten years, and
they have been divorced for the
last sevenyears.

The play is written by Dilip

‘Chakraborty and 'difected” by

Monirul Islam Masud.
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Srabonti will be seen In the TV play Ekakitto tenight

1

tonight

» CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

* Eid special play Bechara will be
aired onRivtonightat11pm.

*  Munir Khan Shimul, Sharmin

! Shila and Sanjida Preeti play the

+ leadroles.

“Bechara” on Rtv

In this comic play an uncem-
ployed youth explores many inno-
vative ways for his survival, but
everything gets messed up.

The play is written and directed
by Dibendu Udash.

Discussion
Problems and
Prospects of
Bengali Poetry

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

A seminar titled "Problems and
Prospects of Bengali Poetry” was
held recently at the local Muslim
Institute auditorium, Poet Gausur
Rahman presented the keynote
paper on the subject. An exchange
of views on the topic, "Copyright
and the right of the writer” was also
a part of the programme modeér-
ated by Poet Nurul Huda.

Prior to the programine, the
42nd birth anniversary of poet and
columnist Gausur Rahman was
observed. The function was organ-
ised by 'Kabita Banglar', a cultural
nrganisation in Dhaka, with emi-
nent cultural personality of the
district Professor Amir Ahmed
ChowdhuryRatanin the chair,

Poet Nurul Huda, of Kabita
Banglar and Poet Musharraf Karim
felicitated Gausar Rahman on his
birthday.

Gausur Rahman, born at Satpai,
Netrokona in 1965, is an Assistant
Professor, Bengali Department in
Phulbaria Degree College.

Among others Ahmed Saif,
Ashraf Mir, Professor Shaheed
Khan, Professor ATM Shafiqul
Islam, Mahmud Al Mamun,
Swapan Dhar, Shahjahan Siraj,
Mohammed Jamal Uddin and Arif
Farid delivered speeches.

“Goal” seeks to score

in box office

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Dellii

What happens when a Bollywood movie joins hands with one of the
world's most popular football clubs? Well, they hope to laugh their way

into the box office.

Based on the hope, the film Dhan Dhana Dhan Goal, starring John
Abraham, has tied up with Manchester Untied Football Clubin the hope of
scoring a major box office hit when it is commercially released by the end

of this month.

The story of the movie directed by Vivek Agnihotri revolves around a
football club, which faces closure unless they start winning matches and
Abraham plays the role of a footballer who is inspired by English Premier
League Champions Manchester United.

Himsell a soceer/ football fan and a supporter of Manchester United, .
Abraham, who was recently in Delhi to promote the movie, said if was
great to be associated with the English club for Goal which also stars his
partner and Bollywood on-screen sizzler Bipasha Basu.

Agnihotri said this was the first time that a football club would be asso-
ciated with an Indian film. Manchester United's two star strikers -- Wayne
Rooney of England and Christiano Ronaldo of Portugal -- will feature in
the promo clip for the Bollywood movie.

As part of promotional cfforts, Abraham had played a fricndly football
match with youths of Jawaharlal Nehru University here recently during
which he was virtually mobbed by adoring fans.

Goalis the latest in a string of movies churned out by Bollywood whose
films are secking to branch out to new subjects like sports in view of

demand for fresh stories by new audiences promoted by the mushroom-

ing multiplexes across
the country.

Recently, Hindi film
Chak De India (Go
India) featuring
Bollywood super star
Shah Rukh Khan, who
plays the role of a
disgraced player suc-
cessfully turning the
Indian women's
hockey team into
World Cup winners,
proved a big hit.
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Tele-film

Cholona Brishtitey Bhiji
On Channeliat2:35pm

Opurnofta

OnATN Banglaat 7:45pm
Drama

Cast: Rupa Ganguli, Moushumi
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Radio Foorti

07:00am Hello Dhaka (Apu)

11:00am Amar 88.0 (Nusrat)

03:00pm Dhaka Calling
(Sakib)

07:00pm Seven Eleven
(Sadia)

11:00pm Late Night Show
(Shuvo)

03:00am Back to Back music

RADIO TODAY

FM 89.6

07:15am Good Moming
Dhaka (Biplob &
Bristi)

08:45am Shokaler Khabor

12:00pm Today's Adda
(Nudrat)

0:45pm  Dupurer Khabor

04:00pm U-turn (Kibria &
Tania)

06:45pm Shondher Khabor

08:00pm Tobe Tal Hok
(Sayem)

09:45pm Raater Khabor

11:45pm Moddho Raater
Khabor

12:00am Today's Happy




