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AFC CHAMPIONSHIP
U-16s play
Palestine
today

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh under-16 football
team will open their campaign in
the AFC Youth Football
Championship qualifiers today.

Drawn in Group D, Bangladesh
face Palestine on the opening day
of the six-team qualifiers in Abu
Dhabi.

The team, which prepared for
80 days in Dhaka under coach
Jubair Nipu, left for the United
Arab Emirates with a target of
winning two games including their
opener against Palestine,

"We hope to beat at least
Palestine and Turkmenistan,”
Nipu had said before the team's
departure,

Bangladesh meet hosts UAE on
October 20, followed by matches
against Turkmenistan and other
Central Asian opponents
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan on
October22, 25 and 2Brespectively.

Did U Know?

The first mention of chess in America
oeeurred in the year of 1641 in Esther
Singleton’s history of Dulch settiers. The
first American tournament was held in New
Yorkin 1843

Wesley Hall

{West Indies cricket legend)

T am hippopotamusly happy and
clephantastically proud.”

On being honoured on his 70th
birthday, September 12,

Dilhara sinks
England

AFP, Colombo

Paceman Dilhara Fernando
bagped a carcer-best haul of 6-27
to help S Lanka post a consola-
tion 107-run win over England in
the fifth and final one-day intcina-
tional here on Saturday.
Man-oi-the-match Fernando's
maiden bag of five or more wickets
in an innings came in eight sharp
overs as Lngland crashed to 104
chasing a modest 212-run target on
aslow pitchinthe day-night match.
But England had already
clinched the series going into the
last match by winning the second,
third and fourth one-dayers.
Fernando, 28, was superbly
backed by veteran left-arm seamer
Chaminda Vaas who finished with
two wickets, including that of
Kevin Pictersen for 28, to help their
sidewin the battle of pacemen.
Alastair Cook (28), Ravi Bopara
tout) and Ian Bell (11) were
Matsmen toreach double-
SEE PAGE 13 COL 2

PHOTO; STAR
Bangladesh national cricketers (from L-R) Mohammad Ashraful, Rajin Saleh, Shahriar Nafees and Habibul Bashar chat during a meeting concerning the 9th
National Cricket League at the National Sports Council yesterday.

BCB revamps NCL

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangla-
desh Cricket
Board (BCB)
has come out
of the Eid-ul-
Fitr fervour as soon as the public
holiday was over yesterday when
they sat to discuss changes in the
9th National Crickel League (NCL)
to make the competition more
attractive.

Persistent rain has threatened
the scheduled start (October 19) of
the first-class competition across
the country but the organisers did

notwant lo wasle any time to com-

plete preparations,

The BCB tournament commit-
tee arranged sessions for the divi-
sional captains, managers, coaches
and other concemned officials 10
explain the changed playing condi-
tions. Rajshahi captain Khaled
Mashud did notattend the meeting
which was held at the National
Sports Council conference room.

"We have thoroughly discussed
the playing conditions to avoid any

ind of misunderstanding and this
time, there have been some
changes. But we are really worried
with the weather condition
because it would be tough to start
the league in time if rain continues
for another day," said Gazi Ashraf

Hossain Lipu, chairman of the
cricketoperations commitiee,

Besides the financial boost, the
tournament committee has
brought sweeping changes in the
poinissystem in the longer-version
of the game, announcing batting
and bowling bonus points to make
the meetmore competitive.

"We brought the changes in line
with English county cricket to
make the competition more attrac-
tive and competitive. The matches
sometime became dull because of
the erstwhile point system but we
believe that it will not happen this
time," said Roquibul Hasan, who
explained the playing condition as
amatchrefereeinthe meeting.

Teams can now achieve a maxi-
mum of sixteen points from a four-
day game as there are cight points
foran outright victoryinstead of six
and there are a maximum of four
points each as batting and bowling
bonuses, all applicable for first
innings. And a team can seeure four
points for a first-innings lead
where the losing side get two.

There is one bonus point for
200-250 runs, two points for 251-
300, three for 301-350 runs and four
forany score above 350.

On the other hand, the fielding
side will get one point for taking
five wickets, two for 6 to 7 wickets
and three for 8 1o 9 wickets and a

maximum {our points for bowling
out the oppositions,

"I think the changed points
system will make it more competi-
tive, especially the bowling bonus
will make a huge impact in our
batting in the longer-version
cricket. We need some time to
adjust and the board assured us
that they provide the complete
playing conditions before the
tournament,” said Mohammad
Ashraful welcoming the changes.

According Lo the new system, a
liclding side can take the new ball
alter 70 overs instead of the 80 but
the new ball must be taken by the
100thover.

"We have taken the decision
after querying the 1CC (Interna-
tional Cricket Council). The shape
of the ball is affected quickly in our
country because of the dry pitches.
We feel that it would be better to
give the pace bowlers some advan-
tage," explained former national
caplain Rogquibul.

The tournament committee has
also decided to follow some recent
international changesin the limited-
over game of the competition, Now, a
fieldingside canbringan extra fielder
inside the 30-yard circle during the
second and third powerplays and a
team must take a semi-new (cleaner)
ballafter 35 overs.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1
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AGENCIES, Mumbai

After conceding the seven-match
series meekly, India will play for
pride and seek a consolation win
when they take on Australia in the
seventh and final cricket one-dayer
Jheretomormows o et

The series so farhas been fought
both on and off the playing arena
and the formidable Australians,
well known for their aggressive
approach, will be keen to maintain
their stranglehold on the hosts in
the last game to be played under
lights at theWankhede stadium.

The visitors have already taken
an invincible 4-1 lead and the
home team can at best reduce the
margin and gain some confidence
ahead of the forthcoming series
against archrivals Pakistan,

The Indians, who were accorded
a tumultuous welcome in this city
three weeks ago on their return as
Twenty20 World Champions, have

Final ODI aga

India to play for pride

inst Australia today

to putin afar more inspired perfor-
mance to stop the Aussies from
increasing the victory margin.

The home team has to sort out
quite a few chinks in their armoury
asithas failedto clickasaunitinall
departments of the game.

"We have not performed well in
all departments of the game at the
same time except at Chandigarh

. where we did so and won,! eaptain,,,

Mahendra Singh Dhoni said. ~

He said the Indian bowling at
the death and batting between the
20th and 40th overs needed
improvement to counter the
mighty Australians.

Ricky Ponting does not expect
Australia to make many changes
for the final match of the seven-
game series with India in Mumbai
onWednesday.

Australia sealed the contestwith
the 18-run win on Sunday and
Pontingis concerned any unneces-
sary fiddling could have a negative
effectonthe team.

"1f we make any changes there
might onlybe a change, we feel that

we have built some really good
momentum in this series,” Ponting
told AAR. "With the way that we
rested players during the
Australian summer last season,
with the World Cup in mind, we
think it had a little bit of a negative
impact on a few and we are very
conscious of that now.” Australia
lost both the CB Series and the

Chappell-Hadlee Trophy after |

toying with the squad, but they
recovered to proceed through the
World Cup undefeated.

However, Ponting said the rota-
tion policy, which usually creates
controversy in Australia’s home
season, would not be dumped. "It
doesn't mmean an end to it," he said,
"itwon'tin Australia either,

"It is slightly different now
because guys have come off such a
long break and guys are still physi-
cally very good and very sound.”
Australia will wait to make a deci-
sion on Matthew Hayden, who
injured his hip in the fifth match
and was replaced at opener by

; SEE PAGE 13 COL 5

RSN Cricket

AFP, Nagpur

Andrew Symonds hit a blistering
unbeaten century to sct up
Australia's thrilling 18-run'win over
India in the sixth one-day interna-
tional here on Sunday.

The victory helped Australia
clinch the seven-match series 4-1,
with one more game to go in
Mumbai on Wednesday. The
openet was abandoned due torain,

The 32-year-old Symonds
smashed an unbeaten 88-ball 107
to prop up Australia to an imposing
317-8 before Ieft-arm spinner Brad
Hogg picked a haul of 4-49 to
restrict Indiato 299-7.

The Indians put up a valiant
fight, riding on blazing knocks by
Sourav Ganguly (86), Sachin
Tendulkar (72) and Robin Uthappa

(44), butultimately ran out of steam.

Needing 56 runs off the last five
overs, Mahendra Singh Dhoni (26)
and Uthappa unleashed a flurry of
shots but Mitchell Johnson (2-39)
dismissed them both in the 49th
over to douse the Indian challenge.

"A total of around 300 was a par
score in these conditions. 1 have
always maintained that spinners
need to do well in such conditions
and they did that today (Sunday),”
Australian skipper Ricky Ponting
said,

"One-day cricket is all about
applying and committing yoursell
for 100 overs. You can't take your

‘foot off the accelerator atany point.

Tam glad we were able to play good
cricket throughout.”

The Indians started off their
chase confidently, with Tendulkar
and Ganguly combining for their
26th century stand together and the
beststartintheseries foreither side.

Symonds smashes India

Australia win series

Tendulkar was in sublime form,
hitting nine fours and a six in his
entertaining run-a-ball 72. He
reached his record 85th one-day
half-century with a huge six over
midwicket off Hogg.

Ganguly reached his 50 in simi-
lar fashion, hitting the same bowler
for a six to bring up his 72nd half-
cenlury.

Their stand was broken when
James Hopes had Tendulkar
stumped by Adam Gilchrist in the
25th over.

Irfan Pathan (29), promoted up
the order as pinch hitter, joined in
the run fest, hitting a four and a six
off Nathan Bracken's over before
lofting Symonds over the ropes.

But Pathan's dismissal in the
33rd over by Hogg triggered off a
collapse with Ganguly, Yuvraj Singh
(six) and Rahul Dravid (seven)
departingin quick succession.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 2
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AVP, Karachi

Suspended Pakistan paceman
Shoaib Akhtar has signed a lucra-
tive deal with an Indian cricket
league, saying Pakistan officials
have agreed tolethim play.

"After 1T received permission
from the Pakistan Cricket Board, 1
have signed a contract to play for
the Indian Premier League and it
will be an honour to play in India,”
Akhtartold ATE:

The paceman was lasl week
banned for 13 international
matches and fined 3.4 million
rupees (56,000 dollars) primarily
for hitting a teammate witha bat.

Akhtar faced five indiscipline
charges, including that he struck

fellow fast bowler Mohammad Asif

on the thigh after team practice in
Johannesburg ahead of the inaugu-
ral Twenty20 World Cup last
month. .

Akhtar will complete his ban
later this month and be available to
play for Pakistan in the last one-
dayer against. South Africa in
Karachion October 29,

The "Rawalpindi Express’ will
also be available for selection for
Pakistan’s tour to India next
month.

Akhtarsaid he looket forward to
playing in India where cricket
officials have set up the IPL to rival
the breakaway Indian Cricket
League (ICL), which is being bank-
rolled by India's largest media
group.

Akhtar was offered a contract to
play for the 1CL, which he declined
after Pakistan officials warned that
any player signing with the rebel

Akhtar signs with IPL

league would be incligible to repre-
sentthenational team.

The Pakistan Cricket Board has
backed the IPL and Friday
announced they have allowed six
players to take partif theywanted.

Meanwhile, PCB cricket chief
hit out at Shoaib Akhtar on Friday,
saying the controversial paceman
damaged the nation's cricket
image and needed psychiatric
counselling,

Akhtar was banned Thursday
for 13 international matches and
fined 3.4 million rupees (56,000
dollars) primarily for hitting a
teammate withabat.

"Akhtar hurt Pakistan's image
and got the maximum punishment.
Some form of counselling from a
psychiatrist is compulsory for him,"
Pakistan Cricket Board chairman
Nasim Ashraftold reporters.

SEE PAGE 13 COL S

SA seal series

AFP, Lahore

South Africa sealed their first Test
series on the subcontinent since
2000 on Friday after being held to a
draw by battling Pakistan in the
sccond and final match.

Pakistan, set amammoth 457 1o
win, finished the final day on 316-4
with Younis Khanscoring a brilliant
130 while Mohammad Yousuf
marked his return to the team with
astylish 63.

Former captain Tnzamamul
Haq smashed his bat in frustration
after falling agonizingly short of
Javed Miandad's Pakistan Test runs
record in his final international
appearance,

The Proteas last won a major
South Asian series seven years ago
when they beat India. They won the
first Test by 160 runs in Karachi last
week.

Inzamam, who quit one-day
cricket and resigned the captaincy
after Pakistan's first-round exit
from the World Cup in March,
lasted just two deliveries.

He took three off the first ball
but in the next over he jumped out
of his crease and missed left-arm
spinner Paul Harris's delivery to be
stumped by Mark Boucher,

Inzamam shrugged in disgust
before trudging back to the pavil-
ion for the last time amidst
applause by 5,000 home fans and a
guard of honour, X :

The master batsman, who
finished with 8,830 runs including
25 hundreds in 120 Tests, later
broke his bat in the dressing room
inafitofanger.

SEE PAGE 13 COL S

Tons propel
Proteas

AFP, Lahose

Mark Boucher and A.B. de Villiers
hit quick-fire hundreds as South
Alfrica tuned up for the one-day
international series witha crushing
176-tun win against Pakistan's
Patron's X1 on Tuesday.

Boucher scored a 106-ball 103
while de Villiers raced to an
unbeaten 113 off 95 balls as the
tourists compiled 328-4 in just 45
oversat Bagh-e-Jinnah Stadium.

South Africa then bowled out
the Patron's X1 for a paltry 152 in
31.3 overs in their only tour game
ahead of the five-match one-day
series against Pakistan starting
here onThursday.

Boucher, who opened the
innings in the absence of rested
captain Graeme Smith, hit 14
boundaries and a six and added
165 runs for the third wicket with
deVilliers after the home team won
the toss and opted tofield.

Patron’s XI paceman Abdul Rauf
removed Herschelle Gibbs (18) and
Jean-Paul Duminy for a duck to
restrict the tourists to 36-2 but the
home bowlers then struggled
against Boucherand deVilliers.

Rauf also suffered badly at the
hands of Shaun Pollock who hit
him for four consecutive sixes off
the last four balls of the innings.
Pollock, playing his first match of
the tour, finished with an unbeaten
11-ball 33.

SCORESIN BRIEF

SOUTH AFRICA: 328-4 in 45 overs
(M. Boucher 103, AB de Villiers 113
notout)

PATRON'S XI: 152 in 31.3 overs
(Mansoor Amjad 42; A. Morkel 3-
22, C.Langeveldt 3-29)

Result: South Africa won by 176
runs.

Nazrul quits from
national team

Football

et 1A S L T T A SRR Bt 85
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SPoORTS REPORTER

Ace centre-back Nazrul Islam has
decided not to play for Bangladesh
on personal reasons.

The Abahani defender, who led
Bangladesh in the Nehru Cup in
India in August this year, has offi-
cially told the Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) about his non-
availability for the national team.

Nazrul submitted his letter to
BFF's acting general secretary
Manzoor Hossain Malulast night.

"Yes, I have decided not 1o con-
tinue with the national side. This is
ahsolutely personal,”" Nazrul told
The Daily Star over phone.

Nazrul was at peak form during
the country's inaugural profes-
sional football league and held a
tight defence for Abahani who
lifted the B. League title. He, how-
ever, was teplaced by Hassan Al
Mamun.as captain for the 2010
World Cup pre-qualifiers home-leg

match against Tajikistan.

Sources, however, said that
Nazrul quit for a hitch with
Bangladesh's Indian coach Syed
Nayeemuddin, who hasn't talked
wilh the veteran footballer since
their return from the Nehru Cup in
India.

Nazrul and the coach
denied any such incidents.

Tt was learned that Nayeem was
nol in talking terms with his cap-
tain following Nazrul's comments
to the media that the coach gave
the playershard time at trainings.

Nazrul had wanted to quit
earlier but the BFF officials had
pursued him to stay. Things did not
improve cven after Bangladesh's
superb performance in a 1-1 draw
against Tajikistan in Dhaka earlier
this month, leading Nazrul to
finallystep out.

Nazrul's absence could be a big
blow as the squad hardly has a
defender of his quality, especially
iBnabsence of injured Sujan.

Meanwhile, only 16 footballers

both

SEE PAGE 13 COL &

Johnson eyes
Test debut

CRICINFO, undared

Mitchell Johnson's stunning form
in India has fuelled his belief that
he is ready for a Test debut at the
Gabba on November 8. A five-
wicket haulin the fifth ODl in India
has highlighted his growing matu-
rity on the international stage and
leaves him in perfect shape to face
Sri Lanka alongside Brett Lee and
Stuart Clark.

"I'd be absolutely thrilled if T get
picked,” he said in the.Age."] think__
where I was last season when [ was
12th man (for the Ashes), 1 proba-
bly wasn't ready. But now | back
mysclf more. If T get that selection,
I'dbeverythrilled andIthinkl'd be
ready forit.”

Johnson has spent a lot of time
leamning over the past year, which
included long stints on the side-
lines as he waited for openings in
the Test and one-day teams. In
India he has been a regular, taking
11 wickets at 19.45, and he showed
he could perform under pressure
with a double-wicket maiden to
shut out India in Nagpur on
Sunday.
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Inzamam journey ends

14

Cricket

e

AFP, Lahore

With his burly physique, long black
beard and laidback nature, the
sporting talents of Pakistan's
Inzamamul Hag, who retired from
Test cricket Friday, are notimmedi-
ately obvious.

Butwhenever the batsman from
Multan has taken to the crease he
has, time and time, again delighted
fans worldwide with his skills,

Playing in his last Test Triday,
former skipper 'Inzy' fell agonis-
ingly short of Pakistan's all-time
Test runs record, finishing just
three away from overtaking the
great Javed Miandad's 8,832,

Although India's Sachin
Tendulkar and West Indian Brian
Lara are regarded as the best bats-

men of the last two decades,
Inzamam has never been far
behind.

He is ranked in the world's top
five batsmen in one-dayers with
11,739 runs,

But for all his talents, some
believe Inzamam has under-
achieved.

"T always rated Inzamam as
equally talented as Lara and
Tendulkar but Inzamam did not
realise his huge potential and for
me he could have done better than
he did," said Imran Khan, under
whom Inzamam's career took off,

His retirement comes after he
stepped down as skipper and quit
one-dayers in the wake of
Pakistan's humiliating first-round
exit in the World Cup in the
Caribbean earlier this year.

Coach Bob Woolmer was dis-
covered dead in his hotel room the

next day, prompting police initially
tofocus on the squad in their inves-
tigations. Officials ultimately ruled
thathedied ofnatural causes.

The controversy left Pakistan
and Inzamam in particular shell-
shocked.

"It was a difficult year for me.
But overall T am satisfied and Thope
people remember me in a good
manner,” he said,

After impressing national selec-
tors as a junior in the late 1980s, he
made his debut in 1991 against the
West Indies. But it was only in the
1992 World Cup in Australia that
Inzamam's talentswere noticed.

He blazed a 37-ball 60 in the
semi-final against New Zealand
followed by an equally destructive
35-ball 42 against England 1o
anchor Pakistan's win in the final.

"I rate him alongside Lara and

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

PHOTO, AFP

THE LONG GOODBYE: Pakistan legend Inzamamul Hag waves to an adoring crowd_ at tlhe presentatiop ceremony
following the end of the second and final Test against South Africa at the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore on Friday.



