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Tigers overrun Lankan
military post: 38 killed

AFP, Colombo

Tamil Tiger rebels have overrun a
military post inside Sri Lanka's
most popular wildlife sanctuary,
officials said yesterday amid a
surge in fighting ahead of the cco-
nomically crucial tourist season,

The defence ministry said the
latest round of fighting over a 24-
hour period -- both in the wildlife
park in the southeast and in sepa-
rate clashes in the island's north --
had left 38 rebel fighters and gov-
ermment soldiers dead.

Military officials said Tiger
guerrillas killed seven soldiersin an
attack inside Yala National Park, an
arca known for its leopards, ele-
phants and migratory birds.

Six of the soldiers died in an
overnight-dttack on an army out-
post, and the seventh trooper was

killed and three more wounded in a
mine attack as additional troops
pouredintothe area, officials said.
"A pocket of isolated terrorists
had attempted to overrun the army
outpost,” the defence ministry said
inastatement. "Troops supported by

reinforcements successfully man- -

agedtochasethetermoristsaway."

The clashes came a day before
the authorities were dueto open the
Yala park after its annual six-week
shutdown for the high tourist sea-
son, which runs tillmid-January.

Western diplomats said they
were worried about violence inside
the sancluary, particularly because
many countries had just eased
travel warnings for their nationals
and suggested the island was a safe
holiday destination.

"We are closely monitoring the
situation," a Western diplomat

said, adding that there were no
tourists inside the park, situated in
the southeast and far away from
defined frontlines.

The pro-rebel Tamilnet.com
website said Tiger fighters overran
what they deseribed as anarmy "mini-
camp" andlatertorcheditsfacilities.

"The camp was set ablaze when
the Tiger commandos completed
their mission,” Tamilnet said. It
also gave alist of small arms seized
from the camp.

The guerillas have carried out
several attacks against sccurity

forces and wildlife employees, and .

three of the five zones of the 1,000-
square-kilometre (386-square-
mile) Yala park have remained shut
foryears ductoTiger attacks.
Elsewhere, at least 30 rebels
were killed and many more
wounded in clashes on Monday in

the island's north, where a
frontline divides government
territory and a Tamil Tiger mini-
state, the defence ministry said.

"Sri Lanka army soldiers
launched several pre-emptive
strikes immediately ahead of their
forward defences in Wanni and in
Jaffna, killing over 30 terrorists,”
the ministry said inastatement.

In the northern skirmishes, one
government soldier was also killed
and sevenwere wounded, itsaid.

No independent confirmation
of the claim was immediately
available, and there was no com-
ment from the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eclam (LTTE).

The defence ministry also said Sri
Lankan air force jets had destroyed a
suspected Tiger logistic and military
base in the rebel-held northem
district of Mullaittivu on Monday.

FHOTO: AFP
A Pakistani man rides his donkey cart in front of the welcoming billboards featuring Benazir Bhutto near her resi-
dence in Karachi yesterday ahead of her scheduled return to the country on October 18. Arow erupted over prepara-
tions for Benazir's expected return after supporters plastered billboards and posters throughout Karachi.

'Pak military, militants
agree to truce’

AFP, Miranshah

The Pakistan military and mili-
tants have agreed a temporary
ceascfire following some of the
bloodiest clashes along the Afghan
border for six years, a tribal elder
said yesterday.

Elders have been leading talks to
try to broker the truce in Miranshah,
the main town in the lawless tribal
zone of North Waziristan, after
fierge fightinglast week that officials
sayleftaround 250 people dead.

"Atemporary ceasefire hasbeen
agreed and four army checkposts
in the area have been abolished,”

said Faizullah Khan, who heads the
local tribal council, adding il was
reached Mondaynight.

The military denied however a
ceasefire had been agreed, saying
talks with the Jirga, or tribal peace
committee, were ongoing and a
decisionwas expectedlater Tuesday,

"As far as security forces are
concerned, negotiations for a
ceasefire are continuing and a final
decision is expected today,” chief
military spokesman Major General
Waheed Arshad said.

"We have cased restrictions to
facilitate movement of civilians in
the area,” Arshad said. .

Fighting halted last Wednesday
to allow tribesmen to bury some 50
people killed in a military airstrike
thathitthe village of Tppi.

There has been almost no
clashes since amid ongoing talks
and as Pakistan celebrates Fid-ul-
Fitr, the Muslim festival at the end
of the fasting month of Ramadan,

The military says 50 foreign
militants including Arabs were
among 200 rebels killed in the
fighting which erupted ten days
ago, indicating the involvement
of Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda
network. '
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Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (L) and Russian President Vladimir Putin review an honour guard upon
Putin’s arrival in Tehran yesterday. Putin is on the first visit to Iran as a Kremlin chief since the 1979 Islamic revolu-
tion, defying reports that a squad of suicide bombers planned to kill him,

‘Human waste
can help save
planet’

AFP, New Delhi -

A cheap system Lo Tecycle human
waste into biogas and fertiliser may
allow 2.6 billion people in the world
access to toilets and reduce global
warming, an Indian environmental
expertsaid Tuesday.

Bindeshwar Pathak, founder of
the Sulabh International Social
Service Organisation, said his
group plans to push the system at
the seventh annual World Toilet
Summit, to be held in New Delhi at
theend of October.

The organisation is dedicated to
providing toilets to nearly 730
million people in India who lack
them.

ATP, Anfarg

Turkey vesterday told Iraq to crack
down on Kurdish rebels based in
northern Irag or face the conse-
quences, as Baghdad called for
urgent talks over Ankara's threat of
amilitary incursion,

With Traqgi Vice President Tareq
al-Hashemi in Turkey for a visitand
the Turkish parliament preparing
to vote on a motion allowing for
cross-border raids, Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan made it clear
that Ankara's patience with
Baghdad had run out.

“The central govermment in Traq
and the regional government in
northern Trag must put a thick wall

Time for a Palestinian
state, says Rice

AP, Ramallah

US Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice pushed Israclis and
Palestinians Monday to reach
concrete understandings ahead of
aUSpeace summit, saying the time
had come for a Palestinian state.

Confirming that an interna-
tional meeting would take place in
Annapolis, Maryland, Rice said the
creation of a Palestinian state was
essential and that efforts to that
end were US President George W.
Bush's highest priority.

Rice was in Cairo on Tuesday to
secure regional ally Egypt's sup-

porl for a Middle East peace meet-
ing, after saying the time had come
fora Palestinian state.

Despite disagreement between
Israclis and Palestinians over what
exactlyshould beon thetable atthe
US-sponsored conference, Rice
said on Monday that a two-state
solution to the decades-old con-
flictwas essential.

"Frankly it is time for the estab-
lishment ofa Palestinian state,” Rice
told a news conference after meet-
ing Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas in the West Bank on her sev-
enthvisittothe regionthisyear.

"The US sees the establishment

of a Palestinian state, a two-state
solution, as absolutely essential to
the future of not just the
Palestinians and Israelis, but also
the Middle East and indeed to
American interests.

"Wehave got quite alongtimeto
0 butwe are not going to tire until I
have given my last ounce of energy
and my lastmomentin office.

"The president has decided to
make this one of the highest priori-
ties of his administration and of his
time in office, means he is abso-
lutely serious about moving this
issue forward and moving it as
rapidly as possible to conclusion.”

Sharif to attempt
Teturn to Pakistan
in Nov

AFP, Isiamabed

Pormer Pakistani prime minister
Nawaz Sharif will try to return
home again in November, two
months after his last attempt
ended in failure, his party said
Monday.

Sharif flew to Pakistan on
September 10 vowing to topple
President Pervez Musharraf, the
man who ousted him in a 19499
coup, but he was bundled onto a
plane o Sandi Arabia four hours
later.

"Nawaz Sharif will arrive in
Pakistan next month, preferably
between November 15-30,"
Siddique-ul Farooque, a spokes-
man for the Pakistan Muslim
Leagnie-Nawaz party, told AFR

He said the date and place of
Sharif's arrival would be decided
and announced later.

Punjab police
gets vital clues

in cinema
bomb blast

P11, Chandigarh

Punjab police on Tuesday claimed
to have got some "vital clues” in the
Ludhiana cinema hall bomb blast
in which six people were killed and
25 otherswere injured.

"We have got vital clues in the
case,” Additional Director General
of Police (Law and Order)
Chandershekhar told PTI while
adding that revealing details would
hamperinvestigations.

He said that a dedicated
team, under the command of
DIG (Ludhiana range) Ishwar
Singh, had been constituted to
further investigate all probable
anglesinthe case.

Turkey warns Iraq over
Kurd rebels amid
incursion threat

between therselves and the terronist
organization,” said Erdogan, referring
tothe KurdistanWorkers' Party (PKK).

"Those who are unable to dis-
tance themselves from terrorism
cannot, avoid being adversely
affected by the siruggie against
terrorism,” Erdogan told members
ofhis ruling AKP party. '

Ankara complains that the PKK
enjoysfreemovementinnorthemIrag,
istoleratedbylocal Kurdishleadersand
obtains weapons and explosives there
forattacksinside Turkey.

The PKK has waged a bloody
campaign for Kurdish self-rule in
southeast Turkey since 1984 in a
conflict thathas claimed more than
37,000 lives.

We demand:

e Fair wages for all workers
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Stand Up an Speak Out
Against Poverty and Corruption

Poverty is not natural, it is man-made. So, it can be overcome and eradicated by the actions |
of human beings. Poverty reduces all possibilities of improving life; however, we also know
that poverty can be eradicated if all kinds of social discriminations are eliminated and
people’s access to resources ensured. So let us speak against all discriminations and
h corruptions and stand for establishing people's right to resources and justice.

17 October World Poverty Eradication Day

Come and join the
People’s Stand
against Poverty

participated by your favourite folk singers and bands

Rabindra Sarobar
(Dhanmondi, Road 8)

17 October, 11:00 am to 8:00 pm.

e Year-round employme}il opportunities for the poor
| ® Basicrights to food, clothes, education, health and shelter

e Basic services to be ensured by the state, not indiscriminate privatization

e Protect the interest of producers like the farmers, growers and manufacturers
e Dignity of all human beings irrespective of men and women

I e Immediate rehabilitation of victims of natural as well as man-made disasters

» Sustainable disaster management measures, not just aid '

* Good governance, transparency and accountability at all levels of the state and nonpartisan |
and effective action against corruption

e Implementation of promises made by the world leaders (.7% of their ODI).

|
We believe all countries of the world including Bangladesh will come forward and keep their promises.
Be part of our effort to make poverty history

For public interest: People's Forum en MDGs (PFM), Bangladesh

A platform of more than two hundred NGOs including netwarks, coalitions, advocacy groups, coordination arganizations and professionals
working with slurm-dwellers, day-labourers, women, children, roat level people, disabled prople and marginalized pleasants and workers]

3 Secretariat: Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE)
5/14 Humayun Road, Mchammadpur, Dhaka-1207
E-mail: infola.campebd.org Website: www.eampebdorg

PHOTO: AFP

Agirl approaches her partly submerged house in Monbon village yesterday
following heavy rains in the area of Bulusan volcano in eastern Philippines
province of Sorsogon. Heavy rain dislodged fine sand on the mountain's
southeastern slope and carpeted the villages of Monbon and Cogon sending
some 165 villagers to flee the mudslide,

AFI', Yangon

Myanmar's military junta vester-
day shrugged off international
action to punish the regime for its
crackdown on dissent, vowing to
"march on" even as Japan cul aid
and Furopean nations widened
sanctions,

State media also insisted there
were no political prisoners in the
country and criticised a UN
Security Council statement deplor-
ing the violenee used to quell the
biggesl anti-government protests
innearly two decades.

The response came amid grow-
ing international pressure on the
regime to halt its repression and
launch talks with the pro-
democracy opposition led by Aung
San Suu Kyi.

Japan, one of Myanmar's main
donors, said Tuesday it was
cancelling grants of about 4.7
| million dollars over the fatal shoot-

Myanmar junta vows
to 'march on'
despite pressure

ing of a Japancse journalist when
sccurity forces put down last
month's huge protests.

On Monday, European Union
foreign ministers approved a new
set of sanctions against the junta
including an embargo on the
export of wood, gems and metals,
and threatened further penaltics.

US President George W. Bush,
whose country has imposed tar-
geted sanctions against junta
leaders, called for "enormous
international pressure, to make it
clear to the generals that they will
be completely isolated and not
accepted into the international
community.”

But Myanmar vowed Lo resist,
saying in state media that: "We will
march on. There is no reason to
change the course.”

"We will remove all the hin-
drances and obstacles that may lie
ahead," the official New Light of
Myanmar daily said.

Free Seminar/Counselling Session by
Lalit Jagasia

Munager, International' Outrcach

South'Asia & Middle Bast

October 19th (Eriday), at 6:00/p.m.

BRAC University, UB 104
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CANADA with Windsor
With Windsor you can. You can a world-class degree. You can get the career you
want. You can get your dream job. You can become a valuable member of the
Canadian economy and socicty, or for that matter, anywhere | With Windsor, you can.

WINDSOR
Canada's International
University

Bachelor & Master Degree programs:
* Bachelor of Engincering
« Bachelor of Commerce

* Bachelor of Computer Science

* Bachelor of Biotechnology
(100+more programs)

University of Windsor Dhaka Liaison Office
HOSNA CENTER, Suite 210, 106 Guishan Avenue, Dhaka 1212; Banaladesh

= Masters of Engincering
* Masters of Management

Tel: +880 2 8826445 « +88 01911 365221 « E-mall; dhaka@windsorwiredorg s Websiie: wwwwindsonyired.org
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provide:

show.

Research Network

BRAC

UNIVERSITY

Development Studies Program

Admission Requirement

At least 3 years Bachelor's

(Honours) degree in any discipline with
no 3rd Class/Division {or CGPA less
than 2.0) at any level

Number of Seats :20

s . Course Fee:25000 TK only
L (10% discount for BRAC and BRAC
w7 University employees and students)

Certificate Course on ICT for Development

Development Studies Program of BRAC University and D.Net have
teamed up to offer a short cerlificate course on ICT for Development.
S This course will enable you to understand the possibilities of ICT in fitting
B the many dimensions of poverty. More significantly the course will

g » Knowledge of a range of social, economic and technical issues of
R ICTs for development;

e Critical understanding of the relationship between poverty alleviation
and ICTs;

¢ Ability to design and integrate ICT-based intervention in various
development programmes,

Other feature of the course
» Evening classes for 20 weeks (two days per week)

« Format of the course includes leclure, nr
discussion and exercise, workshop, case studies

sentations, group

I;,rien-.*iew:
October 30,2007 ..

Deadline for applications:
October 29, 2007

For admission form and
further information, please
contact Admission Office,
Ground Floor

BRAC University:

66 Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212
Phone: 8853943-9

Or visit: www.bracuniversity.ac.bd, Email: admission@bracuniversity.ac.bd




