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All set for sending
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not been fixed yet, but it would
be three to four weeks later than
October 23, the scheduled date,”
French Ambassador Jacques-
André Costilltes told The Daily
Star.

The 187 pieces of artefacts,
including 128 life-size statues,
terracotta and copper plaques,
Prajna Paramita scriptures and
coins from the Pal, Sen, Gupta
and Maurya dynasties, have
been chosen from Bangladesh
National Museum, archaeologi-
cal museums at Mahasthangarh,
Paharpur and Mainamati, and
Burendra Research Museum,

Earlier, several art connois-
seurs filed a writ petition with
the High Court against sending
of the artefacts to the Paris exhi-
bition, saying the deal was not
trzmsparent.

The courtissued a two-month
stay order on sending of the 187
artefacts to Paris.

The French ambassador later
told at a press conference that
the exhibition might notbe held.

A few intellectuals then urged
the government to take neces-
sary steps to send the antiquities
to Paris as the exhibition would
brighten the image of the coun-
try and bring them back.

Following a government
application, the Supreme Court
stayed the High Court order.

All the artefacts have already
been packed and. they will be
sent on October 13 morning by a
special cargo flight," said a high
official at the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs. The ministry has
sought security measure for
taking them to the airport today.

Three officials from the
Archaeology Department,
National Museum and Barendra
Research-Museum will also fly to
Paris by the same flight, the
ministry source said, adding,
“All of them will not stay in Paris
for four months. But at least one
of them will be present there
during the whole exhibition.”

Asked about the insurance
money of the artefacts, the joint

secretary for the ministry said
representatives of the two gov-
ernments signed the deal and
there is nothing to fear about
losing the invaluable artefacts.

Sufi Mustafizur Rahman,
chairman of archaeology depart-
ment of Jahangirnagar
University termed the manner of
sending the artefacts "casual”
without considering the hazards
of thelong journey.

"All the artefacts are bein
sent by a single flight. What wil
happen if the flight meets any
accident? We will lose our heri-
tage forever,” Sufi said, adding
that those should be sent in
phases.

He informed that a few
artefacts, including terracotta
plaques "Man Fin from behind"
and "Peacock”, do not have
accession numbers, the identity
of artefacts.

"Without the accession num-
ber it is not possible to identify
the whereabouts of the
artefacts,” Sufisaid.

However, an official of the
Archaeology Department said all
artefacts have their accession
numbers.

Sufi also said 50 punch-mark
coins, which are 2,500 years old,
have only one accession number
95.727, and were insured for only
5,000 euros. A few other coins
tagged as "gold and silver coins”
were insured for 10,000 euros,
but the number of those coins is
not mentioned on the list.

The joint secretary for the
cultural affairs ministry said
they have taken photographs of
all the items, which have been
counted properly and well
known to them. "It will not be a
problem,” she said.

Barrister Tania Amir, attorney
of the petitioner to the High
Court, who won the stay order,
said they did not want to cancel
the exhibition. What they
wanted is a fair-and transparent
deal so that the artefacts get
proper treatment and come back
safely.

ACC allowed
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Enamul Haque Chowdhurysubmit-
ed a petition before the court to
allow himinterrogate Jalil.

In his petition, Enamul mentions
that Jalil needs 1o be quizzed about
corruption allegations gathered
from different sources, court
sourcessaid.

Jalil will be quizzed even though

tagencies i
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arrest under section 16(2) of the
Emergency Power Rules-2007.

jalﬁ was picked up from his
Mercantile Bank office in Motijheel
arotind 3:45pm on May 28 while he
was presiding over an internal
meeting of the bank.

Later, Motijheel police, showing
him arrested under the Emergency
Power Rules, produced Jalil before
the court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) with a prayer for
aseven-dayremand.

The court, however, granted a
four-day remand.

Investigation officer (10) of the
case and Officer-in-charge (OC) of
Maotijheel Police Station Nasirul
AMlam mentioned in the forwarding
report that Jalil accumulated a huge
amount of wealth and money
through corruption. He had also
been making provacative state-
ments to destabilise the country's
political situation.

Jalil was later given detention
under the Special Powers Act that
was earlier extended for further
three months.
CASEAGAINSTPINTU
ACC Assistant Director Shamsul
Alam submitted the charge sheet
hefore the CMM's Court against
Pintu and his accomplice Shahin
Jaman Tit, showing 16 people as
prosecution witnesses.

Shamsul Alam is also the [0 of
thecase.

OnMarch 21, followingatip off, a
police team raided the second floor
of Baitul Mamur Jame Mosque at
Bhagalpur Lane in the city's
Hajaribagh areaand recovered 73 CI
sheets of government relief depart-

ment.

Pintu allegedly directed the
authorities concerned to distribute
the materials to the mosque without
anyallotment.

According to police, a govern-
ment order is mandatory for using
any government relief material in
any state activiey.

Following the seizure, Sub-

y Shahjalal of Frijaribagh
tion' [adged ' the case on

March 26 against Pintu and Titu in

this connection.

Pintu was sent o jail after he
surrendercd before a Dhaka court
on February 15,

CASE AGAINST JOINT TAX
COMMISSIONER

The same ACC assistant directar
submitted the charge sheet against
Joint Tax Commissioner Harun-ur-
Rashid Bhuiyan and advocate
Nimai Chand Talukder in connec-
tion witha'Tk 39,000 briberycase.

Shamsul Alam is also the 10 of
the case.

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
intelligence officials on March 13
arrested Harun and two others from
Harun's office at Bijoynagar in the
capitalin this connection.

Later, Rab filed a case apainst
themonMarch 14 with Paltan Police
Station.

The 10 dropped the name of
another accused advocate Mofizul
Islam from the charge sheet, as his
involvement was not found during
investigation,

CASEAGAINST DESA OFFICIAL

ACC's Assistant Director Amirul
Islam, also the [0 of the case, yester-
day pressed charges against
Kamruzzaman, deputy assistant
engineer of Dhaka Electricity
Supply Authority (Desa), in connee-
tion with taking Tk 40,000 bribe.

On April 17, a team of Rab-3
caught Kamruzzaman in the act of
taking Tk 40,000 bribe from the
manager of a flat building at
Shantinagar.

He allegedly demanded the
money for reconnecting power to a
flat, which Desadisconnected earlier.

Banglalink fined
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theillegaltrade.

Talking to The Daily Star, he
said, "Banglalink has already paid
Tk 62.50 crore to the national
exchequer. Rest of the money will
be paidwithinashorttime.”

Banglalink, however, in a state-
ment said the company has agreed
to make a one time fixed payment
af Tk125crore to the government as
compensation for its loss in reve-
nues.

The BTRC chairman added, "We
hope that no telecommunication
operator will facilitate any illegal
VoIP ventures.. No one will be
spared if found involved in any
capacity in the illegal call termina-
tionbusiness."

BTRC in a press statement
yesterday said international call
termination to Bangladesh is a
licensed service and is currenty
reserved only for the state-owned
telephone operator --BTTB (Ban-
gladesh Telegraph and Telephone
Board).

"Law enforcementagencies and
BTRC started joint crackdown
operations on illegal VoIP opera-
tors after the new interim gavern-
ment took office in January 2007.
During raids and investigations
against illegal call termination

businesses, Banglalink's involve-
ment was ascertained,” the BTRC
pressstatementsaid.

A team of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) earlier met with
Banglalink authorities and
informed them of the evidence it
had gathered linking the company
with illegal VolP operation. The
Banglalink authorities admitred
that illegal VoIP operators used
theirequipment for such operation
inthe past, BTRC sources said.

Banglalink version

Banglalink in a statement said
as a responsible organisation,
Banglalink has agreed to make a
one time fixed payment of
Tkl125crore to the government as
compensation for its lost revenues
due Lo the use of its services hy a
number of its customers to illegally
terminate international calls.

In this regard, Banglalink has
fully cooperated with the law
enforcement agencies and the
BTRC officials investigating the
matter.

Banglalink has been conducting
its business by following guidelines
set forth by the BTRC and it will
continue to do so, upholding its
continuing efforts to maintain
highest professional and ethical
standards, the statement added.

3 killed in
bomb attack
at Ajmer

AFP, Jodhpur, [ndia

The death toll from a blast at one of
India's mast revered Muslim
shrines in the northern state of
Rajasthan rose to three yesterday
as a worshipper succumbed to his
injuries, police said.

Bighteen others have been
hospitalised with injuries after the
blast outside the Dargah Sharif, or
holy Dargah, in the state's pilgrim-
age town of Ajmer, Police
Inspector-General Nand Kishore
told AFP.

"Six of them are in critical con-
dition," he said, adding three of the
18 victims rushed to hospitals were
children who were accompanying
their parents to the ancientshrine.

Kishore said the complex was
packed with 500 warshippers when
the blast happened, with two
Muslim men had died instantly in
theblast.

High-level
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governmentis carrying out reforms
forrevamping various sectors.

Yesterday's meeting discussed
constituting working committees
in different sectors, setting up of
the proposed forum'’s secretariat
and formulating recommenda-
tions for the forum.

Finance  Adviser Mirza Azizul
Islam, Law Adviser Mainul Hosein,
Communications Adviser Maj Gen
(rtd) MA Matin, Chief of Army Staff
General Moeen U Ahmed, leaders
of top business chambers and high
civil and military officials were
presentatthe meeting.

8 jute mills
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Secretariat. "Some companies or
persons will operate the mills
pnyinF rent to the government,” he
added.

The number of jute mills under
the state ownership was 77 until
the privatisation started in 1983.

During a deliberation to map
out a survival strategy for the Ei(e
sector, a meeting in July with Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed in
chair decided to shut down the
non-profitable mills.

The mills had been closed as
part of a three-year reform
programme to revive the jute sec-
tor, Adviser to the Jute and Textiles
Ministry Geeteara Safiya
Choudhury had said at the time of
closure adding that the BMC

would resy ian at the sl
T mills Frotn JWRGE 58 .
Geeteara then also said that

6,000 workers of the closed mills
and another 8,000 from the rese 18
mills would be retrenched and
required workforce will be
recruited on a daily basis to cut
backonlabourcost.

At the meeting yestercday, the
finance adviser said that leasing
out mills would ensure jobs for the
skilled workers who had lost their
jobs after shutting down of the four
mills.

"Those interested to take out
lease of the mills now in operation
will have to keep those workin
there at present. And the workers o
the closed mills who were accept-
able to all will also have priority
during recruitment,” he said.

Last-minute
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in the capital so that they could do
with their last-minute shopping
ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr.

Although a huge number of city
dwellers have already left Dhaka,
the concrete jungle, to celebrate
Eid with their near and dear ones at
home, shopping malls are still
crowded with shoppers, sellers and
hawkers.

As usual, the roadside makeshift
shops on the footpath marked the
huge crowd compared to the posh
shoppingcentresin the city.

Garment worker Selina was
seen bargaining with a seller for a
georgette sari on a footpath near
Gawsia Market. On her delay in Eid
shopping, shesaid shecould notdo
itearlier forlackofmoney.

She received her salary on the
27th of Ramadan and went out
yesterday todo the shopping. "Alot
of things to buy, but the prices are
so high. Heaven knows what I'll be
able tobuy!” shesighed.

On the same footpath house-
wife Rehana Parvin was looking for
a readymade salwar-kamiz-
dupatta for her domestic help.
"aActually, [ did not get out of home
all these days just to avoid extreme
hotweather,” she said.

Teenagers and youths were seen
busy with buying jewellery match-
ing or contrasting with their outfits
inthe open space of New Market.

A jeweller said stone-set huge
earrings worth Tk 250 to Tk 600 are
selling well this season.

Shoe stores were also seen
flocked with shoppers. Customers
seemed to prefer brand shoes to
others lor quality.

The salesman of a brand shoe
house at Bashundhara Cit
Shopping Mall expressed hig
hope that sales would be much
better taday as many people, spe-
cially men, getleave from their job.

Owner of '"That's it,' a
readymade garment shop at the
same market, Kazi Badrul Islam
said the sale is much better than
the previous year.

Children and teenagers pre-
ferred the dress 'Gypsy' at his sho
and spent Tk 2,000-2,500 for each
piece. Ttalian silk embroider
three-piece for young ladies wort
Tk5,500 also sold wr.-l%.

Beside the garment shops,
crowds were also seen at cellphone
shops at Eastern Plaza as many
were cager to change the model
during the Eid festival.

NEWS

Eid tomorrow
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Committee would sit at 6:30pm to
scour the sky for the Shawal moon
and also to receive information
about moon sighting from across
the country.

If the moonis not sighted today,
the festival will be celebrated on
Sunday.

The district-level moon-
sighting committees, to be headed
by deputy commissioners, will
wire the national committee about
the spotting of the moon anywhere
in thecountry.

The committee will also collect
information on moon sighting
from the meteorological depart-
ment.

President lajuddin Ahmed and
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
in separate messages yesterday
extended warmest greetings and
heartiest felicitations to the people
of the country and to all heads of
state and government of Muslim
countries on the occasion of the
Eid-ul-Fitr.

Meanwhile, thousands of peo-
ple have already left the capital for
theirvillage homes to celebrate the
Eid with their loved ones.

Trains, launches and buses
were crammed yesterday with
homehound passengers as was the
case the day before.

In Dhaka, shopping centres and
malls saw heady crowds of Eid

shoppers yesterday, a common

scene forthelast fewdays.

The main Eid congregation will
be held at the Jatiya Eidgah on the
High Court premises in the morn-
ing.

President lajuddin Ahmed,
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
and other advisers, government
high-ups, political leaders and the
elite will say their Eid prayers atthe
Jatiya Eidgah. Several large Eid
congregations will also be held at
Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque.

All preparations have been
made to hold these congregations
in the city as well as elsewhere in
the country.

The national flag will be hoisted
at government and non-
governmentoffices for the Eid. The
main streets and road islands from
Dhaka Gate at Banani to
Bangabhaban in the city will be
decorated with flags imprinted
with ‘Eid Mubarak' both in Bangla

and Arabic.

Bangabhaban, Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban, Chief Adviser's Office,
Bangladesh Secretariat, Supreme
Court building, Baitul Mukarram
Mosque, foreign ministry office
and Osmani auditorium will be
illuminated.

Eid will also be celebrated in
Bangladesh missions abroad.

Bangladesh Betar and
Bangladesh Television as well as
private television and radio sta-
tions will broadcast special
programmes on this occasion.
Newspapers have brought out
special supplements today.

Special diets will be served at
hospitals, jails, government-
owned children and shelter
homes, socially handicapped and
vagabond welfare centres and
shelter homes for the destitute
people.

The Shishu Park will remain
open to the underprivileged chil-
drenonthe Eid day.

Cultural functions, friendly
football matches and Eid gather-
ings of children will also be held
across the country.

CITY EID CONGREGATIONS
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) will
arrange the main Bid congregation
at the National Eidgah at 8:30am.
There will be special arrangement
forwomenatthe venue.

In case of inclement weather,
the main congregation will be held
at Baitul Mukarram National
Mosqueatthe same time.

Five congregations will be held
at Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque at 7:30am, B:30am,
9:30am, 10:30am and 11:30am.
Congregations will also be held at
all city mosques.

The country's biggest congre-
gation will be held at Sholakia in
Kishoreganj, which Channel i, a
private television channel, will
broadcast live from 9:40am to
L0:30am.

Dhakabasi, a capital-based
socio-cultural organisation, will
bring out traditional procession at
4:00pm on the second day of Eid
from Bangladesh Shishu Academy
to celebrate the Eid.

Different political and socio-
cultural organisations have
greeted the countrymen on the
accasion.

AL, BNP trash idea
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hrushed off the proposition yester-
ﬁdﬁﬂﬂrm:\{,mﬁkiirzﬂﬁr—

ically turiied it down as "prema-
ture”.

Through her lawyer Khaleda said
there is no constitutional crisis and
such proposition is embarrassing.

The BNP chairperson, who was
arrested on September 3 in a graft
case and kept at a special jail set up
on the Jatiya Sangsad premlses, said
the roadmap for the election next
year is there and the task for the
voter list with photographs is pro-
Bressing.

"So, under the circumstances,
the proposal for formation of a
national consensus government is
not acceptable," Khaleda said,
adding, "The issue of forming this
kind of government may come at a
time of national crisis. But there is
no constitutional crisis now."

AL Acting President Zillur
Rahman said the proposal has been
made too early. "It is meaningless to
discusstheissuenow," hesaid.

"His [Badruddozal call sounds
like putting the cart before the
horse...Let the elections be held first
and MPs be elected, then it may he
given a thought," Zillur told report-

ers after a meeting of the party
presidium.

The AL leader said an eldcted
parliament is first required to have
an elected government. "It means
the elections have to be held first
and then those who will win the
elections will decide whether they
will form a national consensus
government,” he added.

Seniorleaders of both the Al.and
BNP have been saying for the last
two days that there can bea consen-
5us on some major issues. Political
parties could reach a consensus to
shun politics ofhatred, violence and
damage of public property in the
name of demonstrations, they said.
But forming a national consensus
government comprising all political
parties will not be healthy for prac-
tising democracy as there will be
nobody in parliament to criticise
the government's wrongdoings and
such an elected government may
become autocratic, they argued.

The idea of a national govern-
ment had also widely been dis-
cussed in different arena a few
months after the formation of the
current caretaker government
following declaration of the state of
emergency on January 11.

FROM PAGE 1

executive director of CPD, said if
the shortfall in Aman production is
not recovered by an abundant
production of Boro, the safety level
of food stock will fall and that will
create further inflationary pres-
sures.

Mahbub Hossain of Brac read
out the report of the survey that
gathered views from farmers in
most areas of seven flood-affected
districts including Tangail,
Sirajganj, Dhunot (Bogra),
Gaibandha, Rangpur, Kurigram,
and Lalmonirhat.

Majority of the farmers in these
areas are anxious over the probable
shortage of fertiliser in the next few
months as the demand for fertiliser
is likely to grow substantially by
that time, Hossain said quoting the
survey.

Most of the farmers surveyed
preferred an open market system
to the existing card system for
purchasing fertiliser. Under the
present distribution system, only
60 to 70 percent of their require-
ments are f[ulfilled, said the farm-
ers.

“Farmers do ot like the present
system of fertiliser distribution
through cards as it needs certifica-
tion from representatives of the
local government and the local
level extension officials. They
would like to get the fertiliser
through an open market -- like the
system that existed a few years
ago,” the report said.

To discourage smuggling, it
would be appropriate to raise the
price of urea to keep it even with
that of Indian urea, recommended

CPD, Brac for OMS

thereport.

With this policy change, the
government can afford to import
maore fertilisers to ensure adequate
supply in the market, the report
said adding that the farmers might
not resent such a policy change if
the moderate price increase is
accompanied by its distribution
through the open market.

The report anticipated a high
demand for rice and maize seeds
this year and recommended the
government take a coordinated
effort with the help of the private
sector tomeet the demand.

The report also anticipated a
shortage in working capital in the
flood-affected areas and urged the
government to involve private
sector banks alongwith specialised
government banks for an
enhanced inflow of credit into the
ruralareas.

The NGOs with micra credit
facilities can play an effective role
in this area. However, the usual
practice of recovering the credit in
weekly instalments, immediately
after the disbursement, will not
work in the case of agricultural
loans, the report pointed out,

"The recent Mood was highly
Incalised and for those who have
been affected, the damage has
been severe. So, it might be better if
the government identifies the
affected unions (or villages if possi-
ble) and target all farm households
in those unions for the rehabilita-
tion programme,” suggested the
surveyreport.

Dr Uttam Deb, senior research
fellow of CPD, was also present at
the press conference.

| Khaleda
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graft in giving Global Agro Trade
(Pvt) Co Lud (Gatco) the contract
for container management at the
Uhakalnland Container Depot (ICD)
and the Chittagong Port ICD yards.

The following day the joint forces
arrested the BNP chiefand her sonat
their cantonment residence.

"L'was not swayed by anyone and
neither did I exert any influence on
the purchase committee to award
the contract to Gatco," Khaleda said
inreplytoaquery.

1'?": three-member team of the
Anti-graft body questioned her for
about an hour from different angles
to know if she had pulled strings in
favour of Gatco, sources said. Earlier,
another team had questioned her
about the wealth statement to the
ACC.

Comprised of investigation
officer and ACC Deputy Director
Jahirul Huda, taskforce-23 officers
Major Mostafa Kamal and Criminal
Investigation Department (CLD)
[nspector Nurul [slam, it went to the
special prison in the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban complex at around noon for
interrogation.

Theyentered the sub-jail through
its west gate apparently to avoid the
media. Later, talking to reporters at
his office, ACC team leader Jahirul
Huda said they have recorded
Khaleda's statement.

He added, "She explained to us
her position with regard to the Garco
case." He howeverdeclined to elabo-
rateon thematter. :

:\ccnm1ranir.-cl by Ahmed Aazam
Ehan, Khaleda said that herapproval
was a mere formality as the then
prime minister.

"Gatco files were placed before
me for approval aftér they were
okayed by the purchase committee,”
Aazam quoted Khaleda as saying in
defence ofheraction.

Besides, she said, Arafat never
ied to influence the process or
recommended anything in this
regard.

The ACC had recently taken
depositions from seven former
ministers, all members of the then
purchase committee, six retired
secretaries and an incumbent addi-
tional secretary of the communica-
tions ministry in connection with the
graftcase.

The ministers questioned are
former finance minister Saifur
Rahman, former LGRD minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, former
industries minister Matiur Rahman
Nizami, ex-agriculture minister MK
Anwar and ex-information minister
Shamsul [slam. They said they would
come up with any help that the
commission might need in the
course ofthe probe.

The investigation had also grilled
a number of former and incumbent
officials of Chittagong Port Authority.

Meanwhile, Khaleda has urged

the. caretaker governmgent, w allow |-

her o' mect her two detained sons--
Tarigque Rahman and Arafat
Rahman--on the Eid day.

“[will be very happy il the govern-
ment makes arrangements for my
two sons ko visit me here at the sub-
jail," Aazam quoted the BNP-chair-
person.

ACC receives
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routine meeting with newsmen at
the ACC head office,

"In case any ministry sends an
allegation for investigation to us,
we will ask the ministries why they
sent it without performing their
duties," the secretary added.

Sources in the commission said
the ACC from November this year
will notwork based onzones rather
it will work on different issues and
allegations, considering their
importance and seriousness.

The ACC yesterday also
approved two first information
reports (FIR} to be submitted
against former additional deputy
inspector general Shahid Ullah
Khan and his wife, and former
Liwmaker Ali Reza Raju in connec-
tion with inconsistency between
their wealth and known sources of
income.

The ACC secretary said
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal General
Secretary Zafrul Hasan and former
lawmaker Hedayet Ullah submit-
ted their wealth statements on
October9andyesterday.

The secretary said their work in
court would increasein the coming
daysas the number of cases on trial
isincreasing.

Meanwhile, at least 10 corrup-
tion-suspect forest officials from
the posts of deputy forest conser-
vator to the chief forest conservator
have so far submitted their wealth
statement to the commission. The
commission is conducting investi-
gations regarding the statements,
including the one submitted by
forest boss Osman Ghani.

"There is nothing left in the
country which can be called forest.
We are dealing with the matter with
strong hands,” said Mukhles.

"We have issued notices calling
for their wealth statement and they
are submitting wealth statement in
the zonal offices,"” he added.

Wages, Eid bonus
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of industries would be forced 1o
close down.

Our Gazipur correspondent
adds: workers of UTA Fashion pur
up roadblocks at Maghpara on
Dhaka-Mymenshing Highway in
Gazipur to press for payment of
duebonus,

The workers alleged thar the
management paid them a very
smallamountas honus.

Law enforcement agencies
dispersed several hundred laid-off
workers of two Tongi factories - - Six
H Garments and Giant Garments --
who gathered inTongi Bazarareato
realise salary and bonus, which the
owners promised before shutting
down the unitsamonth ago.
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Indian rice issue
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"An apprehension aired in news-
paper reports ustcnlazlr regarding
an adverse effect of the suspen-
sion of rice export by India is not
based on fact,” sai{F the govern-
ment handout issued by the food
and disaster management minis-
try.

Yll said around 566,506 tonnes
of rice and 141,366 tonnes of
wheat have been stored in various
government food godowns at
present.

The government has also con-
cluded an agreement to increase
the stocks of rice and wheat by
procuring 148,000 tonnes of rice
through tender. Around 62,000
tonnes of rice have already been
found in various food godowns
under the coverage of the agree-
ment.

Besides, a "notice of award" has
been given for 109,000 tonnes of
rice, A decision on buying 75,000
tonnes of rice is awaiting approval
by the advisory committee on
purchase .

Some 23,500 tonnes of rice is
being unloaded now at Chittagong
portand two ships carrying 21,500
tonnes of rice are waiting at outer
anchorage of the seaport for
unloading.

Besides, two more ships carry-
ing 30,000 tonnes of rice will reach
the portafter Bid.

"So, the stock of rice will
remain 646,000 tonnes after distri-
bution at the end of this month,”
said the handout.

Moreover, the requirement for
next 10 months can be fulfilled
with the amount of stocked wheat.

The government has also given
a notice of award to collect
100,000 tonnes of wheat through
tender. Of them, agrecment has
been signed for 67,000 tonnes of
wheat. Around 8,000 tonnes of
wheat have already been found in
government godowns.

Besides, a process is underway
to collect 118,000 tonnes of rice
and 200,000 tonnes of wheat
throughinternational tender.

It further said aman harvest
will begin in mid-November this
year and the government will
collect 200,000 tonnes of aman
rice.

Besides, 300,000 tonnes of rice
will come through BDR, as the
paramilitary force is now engaged
in marketing some essentials,
including rice.

Giving these figures, the hand-
out said the stock of rice will be at
871,000 tonnes while wheat at
170,000 tonnes at the end of
[anuary next year.

"Sufficlent stocks of rice and
wheat, according to its demand,

will be in the government
godowns under gavernment food
manaﬁcmem in the. comin
months. Moreover, aroun
476,867 tonnes of riceand 373,910
tonnes of wheat have been
imported under private initiative
since last July," itsaid.

Bhutto rejects
Musharraf

request to
delay return

AFP, istamabad

Former Pakistani premier Benazir
Bhutto will return from exile next
week (o campaign for January
elections, despite a call by
President Pervez Musharraf to
delay her homecoming, her party
said yesterday.

Musharraf said this week that
two-time premier Bhutto should
wait until the Supreme Court rules
on the legality of his landslide
victory in Saturday's controversial
presidential election.

Butaspokesman for her Pakistan
People's Party, Farhatullah Babar,
told AFP that "Henazir Bhutto will
return on time. There is no change
inherschedule.”

Babar also dismissed reports
that Bhutto and her aides would
discuss Musharraf's request later
Thursday in Dubai, where she has
lived for much of the time since
leaving Pakistan in 1999 to avoid
graftcharges.

"The meeting in Dubai is a
routine matter,” Babar said.

Bhutto, the first female prime
minister of an Islamic nation, is set
to land in the southem city of
Karachi on October 18, the day
after the court starts hearing chal-
lengesagainst the election.

Musharraf told a private televi-
sion station late Wednesday that
Bhutto should postpone her flight
back home until after the court
judgement.

"I would say she should not
come before, she should come
later," Musharraf told ARYONE in
aninterview.

Musharraf agreed last week to
give Bhutto an amnesty on the cor-
ruption allegations that drove her
into exle, in a prelude to a likely
power-sharing deal between the two
Western-friendly political leaders.
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AL dema
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arrested university teachers and
students before Eid on humani-
tarian grounds,

"As the current government is
not an elected one and the state of
emergency is in force, they can do
whatever they wish,” Zillur told
the mediaafter the meeting.

He said the nation is going
through a very hard time. He
hoped that the government would
take measurers to make the situa-
tion normal as early as possible.

During the briefing AL leader
Zahora Tajuddin asked why and
under what authority or rules, the
government won't allow the
party's acting president to meet
the detained party chief.

"I've already sought permis-
slon twice to meet the leader
(Hasina), but the government did
notrespond,” Zillur said.

Terming the health condition
of party's detained General
Secretary Abdul Jalil eritical, Zillur
demanded his release before Eid
on humanitarian grounds.

Referring to the court verdict
against AL leader Mohammad
Nasim, Zillur said Nasim had been
sentenced in a baseless and false
case.

Zillur urged the government to
take necessary measurers to
restore people’s confidence in law.
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The presidium decided ta hald
a meeting of AL Central Working
Committee (ALCWC) on October

LSTRL R

+ 22 to discuss the issue of dialogue

on electoral reforms with the
Election Commission (EC).

Sources said a committee
would be formed at the meeting 1o
review the EC's reform proposal
tharoughly. The meeting will
remain adjourned on the day until
the committee submits its recom-
mendation over the reform pro-
posals.

"After receiving recommenda-
tion from the committee, we will
sit again and take the final deci-
sion on whether we will sit for the
dialogue with EC and which issues
we will discuss,"” one of the presid-
ium members told The Daily Star.

Sources said AL advisory coun-
cil member Abul Mal Abdul Muhit
might head the committee,

In the recent past, there was a
division within the party over the
issue of having dialogue with the
EC. But Sheikh Hasina endorsed
the ALCWC to settle the issue.
Most of the party leaders agreed to
it.

AL presidium members Syeda
Zahora Tajuddin, Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury, Tofail Ahmed, Motia
Chowdhury and acting General
Secretary Syed Ashraful [slam
attended the meeting.

British writer Doris
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Lessing has covered a multitude of
tapics.

Although "The Golden
Notebook”, hur best known work,
established her as a feminist icon
back in 1962, she has consistently
refused the label and says her
writing dees not play a directly
political role.

Born Daris May Taylor in
Khermanshah, in what is now Iran,
on October 22, 1919, Lessing spent
her formative years on a farm in
Southern RhuJesia. what is now
Zimbabwe, where her British par-
entsmoved in 1927,

It was, she later reflected, a
"hellishlylonely” uphringing.

Unsurprisingly, she could not
wait to escape and in 1939 married
Frank Wisdom, by whom she had
two children before their divorce in
1943.

She then married a German
political activist called Gottfried
Lessing, butdivorced againin 1949,
when she fled to Britain with her
ﬁuun 7 son and the manuscript of

er tirst novel, "The Grass Is
Singing."

A searing examination of racial
oppression and colonialism, it was
published the following year to
rapid success.

Her radical political affinities
drew her into the British
Communist Party, but she resigned
in 1956 at the time of the
Hungarian uprising, never to
return.

Her "Children of Violence"
series ofnovels, published between

1952 and 1969 around a central
character named Martha Quest,
first established her credentials as
both awriterand a feminist.

"l wasn't an active feminist in
the 60s, never have been,” she has
since insisted. "I never liked the
movement because it's too ideo-
logically based. All sorts of claims
were made for me that simply
weren'true."

[n the 1980s, with her popularity
in brief decline, she decided ta test
the importance of a name in pub-
lishing, and submitted a novel
under a pseudonym, only to find it
rejected. [t was later published,
when she revealed her true iden-
tity. |

She became an increasingly
outspoken critic of Africa, particu-
larly the corruption and embezzle-
ment by governments, but was
finally able to revisit southern
Africain 1995, after the fall of apart-
heid.

Her novel "The Good Terrorist” -
(1945), about an immature young
woman who joins a terrorist cell,
hasstrongechoestoday.

In recent years Lessing, who
lives in the London suburb of
Hampstead, has also written sev-
cral works of science fiction.

She is also probably one of the
oldest people anywhere to have her
own page on the popular social
networking web site MySpace.

On a recent visit the site
announced, under the label "Fe-
male - 87 years old,” that "Doris
Lessinghas 136 friends.”



