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Get off my back: Owen

m Football

APP, London

Michael Qwen admits he is sick of
having to deal with accusations that
he puts playing for England ahead of
his Newcastle commitments.

Owen has made a rapid return
from a double operation to cure
groin and hernia problems and is
expected to play a key role in
England's Euro 2008 qualifiers
sgainst Estonia on Saturday and
Hussiathe followingWednesday.

But Newcastle manager Sam
Allardyce has made it clear that he
would prefer the striker to take it easy
during the international matches in
case he suffers a relapse, while some
fans to claim he was only rushing
bick because he wanted o be ready
for England duty.

The former Liverpool star has
been dogged by suggestions that he
purs his country ahead of his club
career ever since he burst on to the
glohal stage with a stunning goal
against Argentina in the 1998 World
Cupn

[tisacriticism thatis beginning to
infuriate Owen and he belied his
normally mild-mannered personato
mount astirring defence of his mati-
vations.

"I'd be lying if | said the criticism
didn't bother me," Owen said.
“There is always a lot of negativity
that surrounds football and the
England squad but I'm surprised at
thehigdebate.

"I thought [ would be getting a pat
on the back for getting back in a black
andd white shirt after eight days, but
no, someone's got to say it can't be
right and I shouldn'tbe playing here,
thereorwherever.

"It's frustrating when thereisalot
of rubbish talked and alot of facts are
wrongaboutwhattheoperationwas,
how long it would take to get back
andabout the actual rehab.”

e was quick to rubbish reports
that his relationship with Allardyce
s sulfered as a result of his enthusi-
astn to join up with Steve McClaren's
squied,

Owen said: "I'm 27, my career is
very short and [wint to play in every
game for Newcastle and England. |
pushed myself very hard to get hack
tor Newcastle on the Sunday.

"My commitments lie with both,
clubr ahead of country because you
have to be playing for your club to
play fryour countey.

"There'§ o conflict with my club.
It's been .-m unfortunate couple of
years with fny knee and breaking my
foot beford that so you can undoer-
stand a bif of nerves when I come
away witl) England because it's
beenastop] starttime for Newcastle,

"I think everyone at the ¢lub
realises [ ajmn fit. 1 was ready to play
90 minutes on Sunday if required
but the mpnager decided to leave
meon thelench,”

Owen deknowledges his reputa-
tion for fajouring England over his
clubs startpd at Anfield and he know
hemay neyer beable to shrugitolt.

Burt he ghakes his head in bewil-
derment when he considers how he

has taken flak after pushing himself

through the pain bartier to score for
Newcastlefon Sunday.

‘1 can'f really understand why
peaple say he is just trying to get
back for Epgland,” Owen said. "But
I've had itjthroughout my career. [
made my fame with England scor-
ing agains{Argentina.

"Even then people used to say he
15 Englind's Michael Owen as
apposed to Liverpool's, even
though [ had been there since [ was
10.

“When we won the treble with
Liverpool people took to me a bit
more, so hopefully we can do the
sume atMewcastle.

"Hut the main thing is I'm ficand
available to play. There will always
be peaple questioning you but the
best way to respond is o get back
and score goals.”

Owen insists he never had any
doubrs he would be fir to start for
England ar Wembley on Saturday
after speaking to Alan Shearer, his
former intermational team-mate,
who had asimilaroperation.

He said: "Alan said he wasback in
12 days but he could have been hack
in nine. So [ knew it was possible to
getback for the Newcastle game and
the international matches.

"It's unbelievable to think [ was
on my back on Friday morning and

then by Thursday | was joining in
training doing everything: sprint-
ing, kicking the hall,

"1 felt no pain at all aker playing
for Newcastle, It was remarkable.
['ve trained a couple of times with
the England team and 'm siill
feeling great.”

The prospect of resuming his
strike partnership with Wayne
Rooney for the first tirme in over two
yearsisexciting Owen,

He linked up well with Emile
Heskey in the wins over [srael and
Russiat but expects to do just as well
with tooney.

"We have played well before,”
Owen said, "People will tlk about
how well Emile Heskey did and it's
well documented we've done well
tagether,

"But me and Wayne have done
well in the past. At Euro 2004 ivwas
rales reversed. [ was providing for
him. Hopefully we can keep that
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England s{riker Michael Owen (R) accelerates away from goalkeaper Scott Carson during a practice session at the
London Cylney training centre on Tuesday.
|

Charlton hold
on to Zheng

AFP, fReijing

China's hopes of qualifying for the
2010 Waorld Cup have been dealt a
blow after Charlton Arhletic
refused to release caprain Zheng
Zhito play in their upcoming quali-
fving double-header.

The games, against Myanmar
home and away on October 21 and
28 respectively, fall outside the
international window and Addicks
boss Alan Pardew said he was
within his rights to keep hold of the
midfielder.

‘I apologise to the Chinese
federation that they will be without
ZiZi for these qualifiers, but I have
made the decision w keep him
here," Pardew told the club
website.

“IF he were to travel, he would
miss our games against Wolves,
Plymouth and QPR because the
fixtures fall outside of the interna-
tional window.

"I know ZiZi is an important
player for his country but he is also
important forus, and [ am sure that
China will be able to get the results
they need from the two games
withouthim."

Zheng, 26, signed permanently
for Charlton for two million
pounds in August. He was previ-
ously on loan to the British side
from January to May.

Czechs call
up Pudil

AFP, Prague

Slavia Prague midfielder Daniel
Pudil has been called up by Czech
Republic manager Karel Bruckner
for the Euro-2008 qualifier against
Germanyin Munich onOctober 17,
the squad spokesman announced
Tuesday.

"Pudil will join the team
Tuesday evening," Lukas Tucek
sail.

The Under-21 international has
so far only made one appearance
for the full team, when he played
for half of a friendly against
Belgium on February 2 in Brussels,
which the visitors won 2-0,

The grandson of Czechoslovak
striker, Pavel Scratil, Pudil has been
selected 16 times and scored once
forthe Under 21 team.

The Czechs are placed second in
Group D, two points behind
Germany.

Spanish court rules
on media war

I'$ ¥ Football

AFP, Madrid

ASpanishcourt has moved to end a
cutthroar battle between two
media giants over broadcast
rights to football marches, court
documents revealed Tuesday.
They said the courton Monday
ruled that the Mediapro group
must respect an agreement
reached in July 2006 under which
AVS, the subsidiary of the rival
Sogecable company, is allowed to
broadcast most of the matches on
cableand satellite television,
The deal allowed Mediapro o
broadcast just one match per day
onitsfree LaSextachannel.
Since their agreement last

vear, Mediapro has negotiated
directly with clubs, signing up
almost all of the first division
clubs for 2009 and excluding
Sogecable from the profitable
market.

Since then, each side has
accused the other of Guling o
respect their commitments.

The court’s decision is provi-
sional until it can make a defini-
tiveruling on the issue.

But following the announce-
ment, Sogecable stock had risen
7.18 percent to 2701 euras by
3:30 pm.

[nits decision, the court said it
"forbids Mediapro, for the
2007/08 season, from any act
exploiting the rights ceded to
AVS"in their 2006 agreement.

Mediapro said it would "rigo-

ously respect the decision,”
Spanish business daily La Gacera
de los Negocios said Tuesday that
several Spanish clubs have com-
plained over non-payment af fees
for television broadcasts of
matches, aresultofthe conflict.

Six clubs in the first division
and most of those in the second
division have not been paid this
month by AVS, it quoted sources
close to the Spain's professional
foothall league (LEP) as saying.

AVS said the non-payments
were due to linancial difficulties,
the paper said.

The first division clubs that
have complained are Almeria,
Osasuna, Hecreative Huelva,
Majorca, Espanyol Barcelona and
Valladolid.

Thais dream big

I ¥ Football

AFP, Bangkok

Ambitious Thailand believe they
have enough young ralent to
qualify for the World Cup finals
within a decade and have hired a
German fitness coach to help
them achieve their goal.

The Thais have traditionally
been Southeasr Asla's strongest
team and solid performances at
the Asian Cup in July convinced
Football Association of Thailand
(FAT) president Worawi Makudi
that a Warld Cup appearance is
withinreach,

"I think our prospects look
promising as there are several
young players who are showing
great tulent coming out of the
ranks now," he was quoted as
saying by the Asian Football
Confederation.

"Participation in the FIFA
World Cup is the dream of every
team. FAT hopes after the next
two FIEA World Cups, Thailand's
dream will come true.”

He pointed o English Premier
League side Mancheser Ciry's
interest in three Thai internation-
als -- Suree Sukha, Teerasil

Daengda and Kiatprawut
Saiweao -- as proof that the qual-
ity was there.

City are owned by exiled for-
mer Thai prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra,

"Sven Goran Eriksson {the City
manager] was impressed by all
three of them, and this is a clear
indication that Thai players have

the ability to perform at the high-

eststage,” said Makudi.

Whart let them down at the
Asian Cup, where they narrowly
missed qualifving for the knock-
out rounds, was their speed and
fitness, which FAT is attempting
to address by hiring German
expert Gunrer Lange.

"Fitness and speed are the
team’s main weakness,” sald
Malkudi.

"Although we look strong in
Southeast Asia, we are still a step
behind Asian giants such as [apan
and Saudi Arabia, not to mention
the likes of Europe, Africa and
South America, in terms of speed,
power and physical strength.

"Lange is coming here to help
the team improve in these areas.
With his help, Lam optimistic and
look forward tosce the chunges in
the team.”

Bellamy boost
for Wales

r\FI’. London

Craig Bellamy has been cleared to

play for Wales in their upcoming

Euro 2008 qualifiers away to

Cyprus and San Marino aiter

completing a rapid recovery from

groin surgery he underwent on
*Thursday.

West Ham striker Bellamy was
operated on by the same German
surgeon who has enabled
Michael Owen to he available for
England and his availability will
come as a boost to manager John
Toshack, who has lost key
midfielder fason Koumas and
back-up goalkeeper Wayne
Hennessey to injuries.

A Welsh FA spokesman admit-
ted the speed of Bellamy's recoy-
ery had taken everyone by sur-
prise.

"Ohwiously our medical team
will keep a very close eye an him,
nobody wunts him breaking
down,” he said. "But West Ham
are happy now for him to travel
and for him to play in both
inatches,

"It is a huge boost for every-
one, Craig 15 a very important
part of our squad and the lase
time he played for us he scared

fwbee e fine 5-2winin Slovakia.

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh
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