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Russian President Vladimir Putin (R) speaks witl

problem of Kosovo and Middle East settlement
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his French counterpart Nicolas Sarkozy (L) during their meeting at
Novo-Ogaryovo residence outside Moscow on Tyesday. Sarkozy and Pulin discussed the situation around Iran, the

ils to soften

Russian backing for Iran

AFP, Moseow

Russian President Viadimir Putin
refused yesterday to bend to western
pressure over Iran, saying after talks
with French President Nicolas
Sarkozy that he did not believe the
Istamic republic was trying to build a
nuclearbomb.

"We do not have information that
Iran is trying. to create a nuclear
weapan. We operate on the principle
that Iran does not have those plans,”
Putin told journalists after the end of
the talks with Sarkozy whe was in
Moscowseeking to easeiensions,

He added that Russia shared the
West's desire for Iran's nuclear
programme, in which Russia 1s
building the first civilian power
station, to be "absolutely transpar-

"

ent,

The Kremlin leader's statement
realfirme] an East-West split over
Iran.

Moscpw supports Tehran in
rejecting iccusations by Washington
andin EU capitals that the countryis
hiding a gecret bomb making project
behind ifs Russian-backed civilian
atomicprogramime,

Russigl, which has veto power on
the UN Kecurity Council, has also
been relietant to back Western calls
for toughper sanctions aimed at fore-
ing Iran|to halt sensitive puclear
activities

Sarkoty said after his talks in the
Kremlin [hat Putin's readiness was
“importajit.” "After that, there might
be a diff§rence in the analysis," he
added. |

But there was nosignof confirma-
tion that Franco-Russian positions
on the controversy had "maoved
closer, as Sarkozy had indicated
following a dinner with Patin on
Tuesday night.

Thiswas the first visit as president
to Moscow for the new French leader,
who stands out among Western
leaders for his firm criticism of
humanrightsinPutin's Russia.

Eatlier, Sarkozy told students at
Moscow's State Technical University
that Russia must embrace political
ficedom. "Build a democratic society
in Russia and the world will be grate-
ful," he said.

Sarkozywas also due to meetwith
the leaders of Russia's most active
human rights organisation
Memaorial,

India, S’pore ink defence pact

PALLAB B!lATl‘f’\ClIMIYA N-"rb’Dd!ri

Indn 'md Singapore have signed a
defence pact under which the air
toree ofthe South East Asian city state
will be provided Indian land, air-
spaceandairbases for training.

The five-year pact inked on
Tuesday' at the start of bilateral
defence policy dialogue will allow
Singapore's armed forces to perma-
nently park some ofits fighter aircraft
and other defence assets in India.
Singapore already has similar agree-
ments with the United States, France
andAustralia.

Singapore, the tiny countrywith a
total area of just 700 sq km, has a
shortage of air space and defence
assels for taining its personnel, It

How usgs air bases in, Australia,

Francem|d the 1I8A ﬁrrlmmnguamr-

force perdonnel,

While| Singapare Alr Force and
army hajre been using Indian air
bases for jraining exercises, thisisthe
first time that a long-term amange-
ment tof use Indian facilities for
training Has been inked, officials here
pointed o,

Singagrore armed forces person-
nel have [also been utilizing India's
missile tfsting range to test their
advanced weapon platforms.

The agreement, signed by Indian
Defence [Secretary Vijay Singh and
visiting | Singapore Permanent
Secretary] to Defence Chiang Chie
Foo atthd start of , came close on the
heels of the navies of the two coun-

trigs taking pait in, a, multi-nation

- exercise m the Bay nf Llenrnﬂ 11r:|1g

with the navies of the USA, Australia
and Japarn.

Officials said the agreement with
Singapore is part of India's "Look
East” policy under which New Delhi
has been making sustained efforis to
promote and further strzngthen
multi-faced relationships with South
EastAstan countries.

After initiating moves for hilateral
and multilateral free trade accords
with ASEAN, Indiarecentlylaunched
its defence diplomacy with some
countries of the region and entered
into talks with Indonesia, Singapore
and Malaysia defence cooperation,
India already has defence coopera-
tionwithVietnam.
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Poverty is not natural, it is man-made.
of human beings. Poverty reduces all

that poverty can be eradicated if all
people's access to resources ensure
corruptions and stand for establishing
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Year-round employment opportunitie
Basic rights to food, clothes, education| health and shelter

We believe all countries of the world includ
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Stand Up and Speak Out

Against Povearty and Corruption

Cone and join the

ple's Stand
agajnst Poverty

participated by your favourite folk singers and bands

Rakindra Sarobar
(Dhanmondi, Road 8)

for the poor

Basic services to be ensured by the stale, not indiscriminate privatization
Protect the interest of producers like ﬂt

Dignity of all human beings irrespectiye of men and women
Immediate rehabilitation of victims of
Sustainable disaster management medsures, not just aid

e Good governance, transparency and
and effective action against corruptio

e Implementation of promises made by

Be part of our effort to make poverty hista_ry |

* Secretariat: CampaiTn for Popular Education (CAMPE)

So, it can be overcome and eradicated by the actions |
possibilities of improving life; however, we also know
kinds of social discriminations are eliminated and |
d. So let us speak against all discriminations and
beople's right to resources and justice.

rld Poverty Eradication Day
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Western powers ask
Myanmar junta to stop
‘repressive measures’

AP, United Nations

The United States, Britain and
France late Tuesday circulated a
watered-down statement in the
Security Council that deplores the
military crackdown in Myvanmar
andurges the ruling junta to stop
"repressive measures,”

Following amendments offered
by China and other council mem-
bers, the three sponsors softened
their earlier drafi, notably replac-
ing the word "condemn” by
"strongly deplore.”

The three western powers sub-
mitted their first drait Friday after
the council heard a report from UN
envoy Ibrahim Gambario on his
recent mission to Myanmar to
defuse the crisis,

The new, non-hinding text was
waorked out by experis of the 15-
member council in bargaining
sessions Monday and Tuesday, It
now awaits approval by the ambas-
sadors,

The experts were to have a fresh
meeting on the draft early yesterday
ahead of consultations by council
ambassadorslaterin the day.

The new draft "strongly
deplores the violent repression by

the government of Myanmar of
peaceful demonstrations, includ-
ing the use of force against religious
figuresand institutions.”

It urges the military regime "to
cease all repressive measures,
including the detention of protes-
tors” and to release all political
prisoners, including opposition
leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,

It stresses the need for the
regime "to engage without delay in
a dialogue with leaders of all politi-
cal and ethnic groups towards an
inclusive national reconciliation
process, with the direct support of
the United Nations."

The text backs an early return of

Gambari to Myanmar "to facilitate
concrete actions and tangible
results” and urges the authorities
and all parties concerned "to coop-
erate fully with Mr. Gambari and to
respond paositively to his requests
duringhis visits."

It notes the key role played by
Myanmar's neighbors and its
partners in the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations "in urging
restraint, calling for a peaceful
transition to democracy, and sup-
porting the good offices mrssmn {of
Gimbari)."

Pakistani human rights activists set fire to copies of the 'reconciliation .
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ordinance' during a demonstration against the ordinance in Multan, yester-
day. President Pervez Musharraf on October 5 signed the ordinance that
drops corruption cases against Benazir Bhutto and paves the way for a
power-sharing deal with the former premier.

11 Children
hurt in mortar
attack on

Iraqi school

AFP, Baghdad

Fleven children were wounded,
three seriously, when an Iraqi
primary school was hit by mortar
fire in a town southeast of Baghdad
yesterday, police said.

Another four people, including
two teachers, were wounded by the
shells in the attack in the town of
Numaniyvah, which lies near the
city of Kut about 110 kilometres
{about 70miles) south of Baghdad,

In another attack vesterday, a
car homb exploded in the central
city of Tikrit, the hometown of
executed Tragi dictator Saddam
Hmwm Jour people, were Ll]l('an
and eight'wounded,

Two police were among those
killed after explosives in the car
were detonated as a police patrol
was passing, said a police official in
Tiknit,

The car had been parked near a
branch of Irag's mam Rafidain
bank in the centre of the city, 180
miles north of Baghdad, he added.

Interior ministry officials said at
least three people had been killed
and 17 wounded in violence in
Baghdad.

One civilian was killed and six
were wounded by a roadside bomb
targetinga US patrolin amain square
in the central Karrada district.

Gunmen
kill 3 in
Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

Gunmen opened fire on peaple
praying in a remote village's
mosque in central Afghanistan,
killing twomen, while a mullah was
gunned down separately in new
lRamadan attacks, police said
vesterday.

In thewest of the country, mean-
while, security forces discovered
three rockets set to be fired on a
ceremony attended by senior
Afghan and NATO officials at a
military air base outside the city of
Herat.

The mosque attack happened
late Tuesday in Sayed Abad district
of Wardak province just south of
the capital, Kabul, provincial dep-
uty police commander
Mohammad Asif Banwal told AFD

Two people, including a teacher,
were killed while 10 others were
wounded, all of them "innocent
villagers"”, he said.

He blamed the attack on "ene-
mies of peace” -- areference to the
Taliban who have been waging an
insurgency since their ouster from
government inlate 2001,

Separately, unknown gunmen
shot a mullah, or cleric, the same
day in Logar province also border-
ingKabul, the interior ministry said
inastatement.

The mullah died of severe
woinds on his way to the hospital,
it said, without saying who might
have been behind the shooting,

The Taliban said before
Ramadan began mid-September
that they would step up their
attacks during the holy fasting
month. They have since claimed
responsibility for several deadly
suicide attacks.

Police have launched a hunt for
the attackers in the surrounding
villages, Banwal added.

The ready-to-be fired rockets
were found Wednesday as Afghan
and NATO-led International
security Assistance Force  (ISAF)
officials gathered to attend a
change-of-command ceremony in
Herat A Base, police said.

Japan opposition refuses to
budge on Afghan mission

AFP, Tokyo

Japan's main opposition leader
yesterday refused to budge in his
bid 1o end a controversial naval
mission supporting US-led troops
in Afghanistan, saving Tokyo
should not simply Tollow
Washington,

Ichiro Ozawa, president of the
Democratic Party of Japan, which
took control of one house of parlia-
ment in July elections, said his party
may propose alternative plans on
troop deployments overseas.

"After the ruling coalition has
submitted its new bill, we rhay
submit our own bill to show our
ppitians on the mauct, Ozaiva
toldreporters. '

"loining a Tm]um,y operation

just because the United States tells
us, that's not a consensus of the
international community nor a
consensus of the Tapanese people,”
he said.

The latest opinion poll, how-
ever, showed more voters sup-
ported extending the mission than
endingitand that recentlyinstalled
Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda
enjoved strong backing.

Japan tefuels US «and other
coalition ships and planes in the
Indian Ocean under Jegislation
allowing participation in the "war
on terror” passed after the
September 11, 2001 attacks on the
United States,

The new premier has vowed 1o
rencew the "deployment, saying
Japan must take responsibility in

international security. 1His prede-
cessor, Shinzo Abe, resigned last
month citing the opposition's
intransigence on the issue,

Thelegislation is set to expire on
November 1. Chief government
spokesman Nobutaka Machimura
said Wednesday that the govern-
ment would have a new bill ready
around October 17.

The gavernment has proposed a
compromise to restrict refuelling
to ships policing the Indian Ocean,
not forces engaged in Afghanistan,
Ozawa said the opposition would
wail 1o see the government bill
before commenting.

The opposition leader, famed as
o shrewd political strategist, 15
pushing Fukuda to call an early
general election.

PHOTLY AFP

Japan's main opposition Democratic Parly of Japan (DPJ) leader Ichiro Ozawa speaks at a press conference at the
party's headquarters in Tokyo yesterday. Ozawa refused to budge in his bid to end a controversial naval mission
supporting US-led troops in Afghanistan, saying Tokyo should not simply follow Washington.

NWEP assembly
dissolved

AFP, Pesharwar

The government of a troubled
Pakistani province bordering
Afghanistan was dissolved yester-
day, four days after military ruler
Pervez Musharraf won a disputed
presidential election.

North West Frontier Provipce
(NWFEP) governor Ali Jan Aurakzai
issued the dissolution order and
was to appoint a caretaker chief
minister later yesterday.

Opposition parties had tried to
dissolve the NWEP assembly last
week in an bid to erode the credi-
bility of Saturday's election by the
federal parliament and four pro-
vincial assemblies, which
Musharrafwon in alandslide.

But internal differences among
opposition Islamist leaders and a
na-confidence motion against
provincial chief minister Akram
Durrani by Musharral supporters
thwarted the plan.

The NWFP has been governed
since 2002 by an Islamist coalition
who are opposed to Musharraf's
alliance with the United States in
the "war onterror”,

Musharraf won Saturday's con-
troversial election after it was boy-
cotted by most of the opposition,
but he must await a Supreme Court
ruling on thelegality of the vote.

He has pledged to step down as
military ruler and become a civil-
ian head of state once his re-
clectionisdeclared official,

Clashes leave
over 100 dead
in DR Congo

AFP, Kinshasa

Morte than 100 fighters, including
85 rebels, have been kiled in
clashes in the Nord-Kivu province
of the Democratic Republic of
Congo, a top army officer said
yesterday.

Colonel Delphin Kahimbi, the
army's second in command in the
eastern province, said 16 troops
and 85 rebels had been killed
around Karuba, a town about 40
kilometres north-west of the pro-
vincial capital of Goma.

"We have been in control of
Karuba since yesterday,” he told
AFR

"The enemy has abandoned B85
bodies on the ground," he added.
His own forces counted 16 dead
including 27 wounded, five of them_
serioushy

Government forees have been
fighting followers of renegade
general, Lautent Nkunda, who
claims that his aim is to defend the
minority Congolese Tutsis of the
east from other population groups
and armed movements, around
Karuba.

Nkunda spokesman Rene
Abandi told AFP that government
forces had shelled their positions
and that they hatl taken their
wounded backto their bases.

He was not able to give figures
for their casualties.

But Kahimbi said: "These are
the heaviest losses that he
(Nkunda) has suffered" since he
broke the ceasefire. Government
troops had also captured ammuni-
tion and a jeep left by the rebel
forces, headded.

MONUC, the United Nations
peacekeeping force in the region,
confirmed that government forces
(FARDC) had made progress after
two daysoffierce fighting.

"Karuba was taken by the
FARDC yesterday. Nkunda's forces
are gathered around the (neigh-
bouring) village of Ngengwi,”
MONUC spokesman Major Prem
Tiwarl, told AFP,
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