DWAIPAYAN BARUA

With barely a week Lo go, Eid
shopping gains momentum in
the port city with all the shopping
malls, arcades and markets as
well as the makeshift shops on
footpaths in the city being bus-
tling from morning till night.

The scenario of Bid shopping
here has remarkably changed
during the last few days in com-
parison with the first two weeks
of Ramadan that show a poor
sale.

While markets are grippedina
frenzied atmosphere, the buyers
and sellers express mixed reac-
tion and little dissatisfaction
blaming the soaring prices of
essentials,
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essentials [will lessen their Eid
festivity tosome extent.
Due to| financial constraint,
of modest income
have cut down their budget while
the affluent section of the society
has nearlycompleted shopping.

People| of well off section
who are in) search of latest fash-
ionin desjgn and colour usually
throng the posh shopping malls
like New Market (Bipani Bitan),
Amin Centre, Sanmar Ocean
City, Central Plaza, Mimi Super
Market, Chittagong Shopping
Complex| as well as several
other popular outlets like
Nabarupa, Pride, Aarong,
Anjan’s, Mn Bibi, K-crafts,
Westecs, | Revlon, Cat's Eye,
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The middle class shoppers like
to shop at Reazuddin Bazar,
Lucky Plaza, Chawk View Market,
Terri Bazar, ‘T
Bazar, Shipping Complex,
Singapore-Bangkok Market and
other markets for necessary
items where they found at rea-
sonable price.

Jahur Hawker Market and a
number of city points where
hawkers set up makeshift shops,
however, are still the most popu-
lar outlets for the lower middle
class and the poor.

No market has arranged any
sale festival or so-called lottery to
draw more customers this year
due to ban-on such practices by
the police administration.
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Of the Eid attires, sarces are in
top demand for the female cus-
tomers while punjabis, as usual,
forthe male.

Chandan Chowdhury, a sales-
man of Sumsun at Sanmar Ocean
City, said sarees having decora-
tion of antics over pure chiffon
silk between Tk 2,500 and Tk
40,000 have great demand this
year.

Different types of Ialian crafi
silk saree are available with prices
of Tk 8,500 to Tk 40,000.

Kakon, a saree shop in the mar-
ket, offers Batni Silk and Radwan
cottonfromTk3,000t0Tk5,000.

Romana Saree Ghar on the
second floor of Amin Centre has
brought collections of variety of
georgette decorated with
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Bombay bouliques, jardousi and
chumki with prices varying
betweenTk 1,000 and Tk 13,000.

Married women crave for
these sarees, said Mohammad
Musaof Romana.

Sarees with similar design and
price are also being sold at
Reazuddin Bazar,

Nusrat Ali, a housewife, finally
came to Reazuddin Bazar after
visiting Sanmar, Amin Centre
and New Market to find her
match in terms of price and
Lhoiwrandgutuhere

"I have at last bought a geor-
gette saree at Tk 2000 after bar-
gaining with the salesmen at
Reazuddin Bazar," Nusrat said.

Harun Ur Rashid, a seller of

Lucky Corner of Lucky Plaza at
Agrabad, blamed the devaluation
ol money and recent flood for
price hike of essentials.

Sleeveless kameej decorated
with different artistic patterns,
with brand names like Zepsi and
Anarkali have become popular
among the young girls this year.

Zepsiare beingsold atTk 4,000
to Tk 7,000 while Anarkali at Tk
8,000 to Tk 11,000 at different
shops atAmin Centre.

Young people are gathering at
popular outlets like Khadighar,
Paristhan and others that
showcased attractive and colour-
ful punjabis.

Here, khadi punjabis of
Comilla are sold at Tk 250 to Tk
350, punjabis [rom Narshingdi,
Pabnaand Jamalpur at Tk 350 to
Tk 900 while Rajshahi silk
ranged from Tk 1050 to Tk
2,200.

Some posh outlets such as
Revlon, Cat's Eye, Menz Klub,
Ruby Red,
Khakki also have nice collections
of shirts and pants for gents.
Revlon at New Market brought
some latest brands of shirts
including Download, Energy.
Moonstone, Spider and Dragon
priced from Tk 750 to Tk 1050 for
college and university going
Leenagers.

Besides, the authorities have
allowed around 20,000 hawkers
to do business on the footpath
again at different city points
offering a scope for thousands of
lower middle class and lower
class for Eid shopping.
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Proper management by the
authorities concerned and strict
monitoring by the law enforce-
ment agencies have lessened
the hassle of the homebound
people remarkably in getting
advance tickets of railway ahead
of Eid in the port city this year.

Anxiety, however, grips many
who.could not collect the
advance tickets of the long.
distance buses and trains as
those have already been sold
out.,

Authorities of some long
distance bus services who are
yet to start selling advance
tickets, however, assured the
homebound people of tickets on
the very day they wish to travel.

Railway authorities started
selling the advance tickets on
October 4 of seven trains -- four
Dhaka-bound inter-city, two
Sylhet-bound inter-city and a
Chanpur-bound train -- for five-
day trip from October 9 to
October 13.

Railway sources said four
inter-city trains -- Subarna
Express, Mahanagar Prabhati,
Mahanagar Gadhuli and Turna
Nishitha, will leave Chittagong
Railway Station for Dhaka with
2890 passengers everyday,

Most of 14,450 tickets of
these trains for five days from
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October 9 have been sold out in
advance from October 4 to 8,
railway sources in Chittagong
said,

Almost all 9,410 advance
tickets for the two Sylhet-bound
trains -- 655-seat Paharika and
634-seat Udyan, and one
Chandpur-bound train 593-seat
Meghna Express -- were also
sold out within this time,
sources added,

To cope with the rush of
homebound people, the railway
has started running the inter-
city trains with extra coaches
since October 9 while some
standing tickets are also being
sold for two Dhaka-bound
trains -- Mahanagar Gadhuli
and Turna Nishitha --, they said.

Due to regular monitoring of
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab),
General Railway Police (GRP)
and senior railway officials, the
people could buy their tickets
from the respective counters
without facing nuisahce of
blackers, said Station Manger
ATM Golam Mostafa of
Chittagong Railway Station.

We are preserving time-to-
time record of the sale and it is
open to all, he said.

“We have also arranged an
special express service from
Chittagong to Chandpur every-
day from October 10 to October
13,” he added.
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People wait in long queues for advance tickets at Chittagong Railway Station.

Proper management to lessen
hassle of homebound people

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Meanwhile, the people could
not collect advance tickets of
many long distance buses as
staffs of those buses had pre-
served many tickets for selling
them at higher rates later,

But the-authorities of bus
services like Hanif, Soudia,
Unique, Eagle and Shyamali
denied the allegation saying,
they have started the sale of
advance tickets of Dhaka and
different districts of North
Bengal on October 2.

Almost all the advance tickets
of these services from today to
Saturday (October 13) have
been sold out.

On the other hand, the
authorities of § Alam bus service
said they passengers will get
tickets at different counters
before their journey as they do
not sell any advance ticket,

Many passengers said staffs
of different bus services are
charging higher price for tickets
of different northern region like
Khulna, Satkhira and Jessore,

Abdul Hamid, a passenger,
said prices of tickets have been
inereased by Tk 50 ahead of Eid.

Jafar, a staff of Keya bus ser-
vice, said they sell tickets at
cheaper rate than the govern-
ment fixed fare round the year
and they are to raisc ticket price
this time to keep paée with the
price hike of essentials.
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