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Playing songs of rural motifs

Bayan Sangeet, an

DunnaNa GHIAS

A cock with a crash onits head; a
peacock, a lower plant with two
buds and diamond patterns -- all
sound guite common as ele-
ments. But only a few have the
eyes to see through the mundane
aspects of these objects and cre-
ate eye-catching articles based on
them.

Chandrashekhar Saha, an
established designer and Mariam
Begum, a creative village house-
wife from Charkakra village of
CompaniganjinNoakhali district,
have the eye for this type of famil-
jar objects and they created a new
trend of design using rural motifs.

The motifs applied in the
designs of sari, kamiz, fatua, T-
shirt and mat displayed in the
exhibition 'Bayan Sangeet' (Song
of Weaving) by Nitya Upahar, a
fashion outlet, express the trend
ofthe folk art of our country.

Around eight exclusive motifs
hearing the core of our rural cul-
ture are brilliantly used with an
implied insight of musical nota-
tion to create an idyllic setting in
the urban fashion arena.

Bahar Rahman, a member of
Nitya Upahar, organiser of the
exhibition, said that the exhibi-
tion has tried to look into the
sources of our culture,

"Mariam had no formal train-
ing on designing. She has a small
dyeing unit of her own where she
makes dyes. She picked up the
motifs from the rural way of life
and that is very encouraging,”" he
said.

"We organised this exhibition
o uphold our radition. We want
to promote our culture, our peo-
pleand theirskills,” said Bahar.

Chandrashekhar Saha, who
has been working on handloom-
based products since 1981, said
that he found the inspiration of
working with rural patterns by
observing the singular motifs by
Mariam Begum.

"These designs are based on
the rural thernes. [ got inspiration
from Mariam's work. Then [ gave

Mariam Begum, 2nd left, weav-
ing matg with her mates at her
village in Noakhali (above).
Exclusivg motifs crafted by
Mariam used in the dresses
and artigles being displayed at
the exhibition. Some of the
traditional motifs (right).

her assignments and started
thinking pf exhibiting the designs
based onjthe motifs," hesaid.

"I haq:: a penchant for tradi-
tional cohcept. So [ tried to create
new trends preserving the
authentitity of the source ar the
same tithe. | worked to create
contemporary designs using
traditignal motifs,” said
Chandrathekhar.

“In 1985 when [ was studying
textile design at the National
Institute pfDesign [ came to know
aboutweaving precisely. [camein
touch with the real weavers and 1
was able fo translate my ideasina
finer way. [ tried to reflect my
ideas in| Khaddar and Tangail
products| which were mybaseline
materialy," hesaid.

According to him, the mats
woven inour villages are excellent
examples of surface ornamenta-
tion. A mat is an indispensable
part of the village life and is the
core theme of the exhibition. The
designs of a mat bear traditional
art. [n rural areas guests are wel-
comed to sit on mats that bears
the taste of the owner of the
house.

"The main job of weaving a
mal is done by the rural house-
wives, Following two indigenous
ways of weaving they create beau-
tiful designs of cane based on
traditional motif. [ have tried o
maintain the thythmic pattern of
theirweaving," he said,

There are many types of mats -
- prayer mats, bed mats, sitting
mats. The idea of Padshapta, a
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traditional winter cake, came
from the notion of mats. Mat is
called 'Pati' in Bengali. The
designers tried to bring that pat-
ternon clothes.

Manyartisans of Companiganj
area of Noakhali are involved with
weaving mats from the passion
and interest they have for the art.
Among other areas of the country,
Sylhet, Faridpur, Barisal,
Rajshahi, Tangail, Khulna,
Rangpur, Dinajpur, Comilla and
Chittagong are renowned for
making mats.

"This motif-based art can be
revived to breathe life into our
cultural identity. Unfortunately a
section of our young generation is
suffering from identity crisis. We
do not need Indian designs to
dress our youths, If we can look
into the potentials of our own
culture then we can live into our
traditions and have global out-
look at the same time," said
Chandrashekhar.

"I believe that our consumers
are quite conscious about the
heritage but they are sleeping.
Through this kind of works we can
wake them up and introduce
them with our core culture. Weare
also trying to show them how the
products were made through a
shortfilm," he said.

Chandrashekhar previously
worked with the designs created
from the clay moulds used by
village housewives for making
designs on Shandesh, a tradi-
tional sweermeat. :

Chandrashekhar is a member
of the “executive committee of
Bangladesh National Craft
Council, a consultant at, Aarong
and Nogordola and co-writer of
the book 'Behind the Products.'
Mariam Begum is an award-
winning craftswoman at the
National Crafts Council.

The exhibition opened on
October 6 and will continue for
seven days on the third floor of
Aziz Super MarketarShahbagh.

Serpentine rows of rickshaws clog the rickshaw lane at the Science Laboratory section in the
city as shoppers pour into and out of the nearby shopping points in Gausia and New Market
areas. The picture was taken yesterday.

¢
ik -.=r=

£TaR PROTOD

g

Deer too dear, sale dull at zoo

Cr1Yy CORRESPONDENT

The sale of deer at Dhaka Zoo
has plummeted from 70 deer
last year ta only three this year
due to the introduction of
pricey possession certificates
and renewal fees imposed by
the Department of Forest, said
zoo officials.

Azoo official on condition of
anonymity said, "The deer
selling scheme was a good
source of our income. The
possession certificate fee and
the price [fixed for a pair of
deer| made it very expensive
and discouraging for buyers."

Before the new policy was
imposed, the zoo earned Tk
10.5 lakh last year from the sale
of 70 deer.

Under the new policy, a
buyer is required to obtain a
possession certificate for a pair
of deer at a cost of Tk 10,000 --

additional to the payment
against a price tag of Tk 30,000
for the animals. Moreover, the
owner will have to pay Tk 5,000
in renewal fees every year for
the deer.

It has also been made man-
datory for the owner to pay fees
once a doe gives birth to any
fawn.

"There was no possession
certificate fee before and the
sale declined after it was intro-
duced in January this year," the
official added.

As the spotted deer popula-
tion was growing rapidly, the
zoo the authorities in order to
solve an acute accommodation
problem came up with the idea
of sale of the deer in 1986 with
the permission of the
Department of Forest.

Sale of any pregnant doe,
which generally gives birth to
one or two fawns at a time each

vear, is prohibited and all sales
are suspended from February
through April during the repro-
ductive season of deer.

"The idea was to find good
foster homes for the deer. It
kind of solved our problem
too," said the official.

The number of deer and
some carnivorous animals are
increasing every year, but the
budget allocation remains the
same, he said adding that 154
deer are being housed there in
three cages meant for only 50.

On an average, adeereats Tk
38 worth of fodder everyday.
Therefore, the present cost of
feeding all the deer in the zoo
eachvyearisTk21,35,980.

Out of an annual budget of
Tk 3.75 crore, Dhaka Zoo
spends Tk 2.50 crore on animal
fodderalone, said the official.

Though the expense of feed-
ing herbivorous animals (ani-

mals that feed only or mainly
on grass and ather plants) is
less than that of carnivorous
animals (animals that eat other
animals), the zoo now has to
spend a significant amount of
its budgetjust to feed the deer.
Another zoo official specu-
lated, "The recent netvspaper
coverage on illegal possession
of animals including deer,
peacock and different types of
birds by detained political
leaders also scared some peo-
ple [prospective buyers| away."
Established in 1974 on an
area of about 186 acres, the zoo
currently is home to 165 spe-
ciesofanimals totalling around
1,823, Outofthose, 55 are mam-
mals, 72 birds and 32 are fish.
Different species of reptiles
including snakes and croco-
dilesarealsoinits collection.
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Advertising,

Macomm

Dhaka. Ph: 9110351,
01715014988, Fac: 9110351,
Email:
info@macommbd.cam

Benchmark Ltd

Ph: 8313648, 8812415
Fax: 9889917

Email: info@benchmark-
bd.com

Frontline Communications
Lid

Suit 9/C, Azad Cenlre, 55
Purana Paltan, Dhaka.
Ph:9564137, 9867611,
9557597. Fax: 9555184,
Email: frontline@dhaka.net

Adcomm Lid
98396600,9887665

Asiatic Marketing
Communication Ltd
§892768,9893303

Bitapi Advertising

8053418

Gray Advertising Bangladesh

Lid
8811541, 8827862, 9881689
Fux 8811541

Interface Communications
9362624 8351148, Fax:
8314306

Interspeed Adverlising
3810675, 989184

Mattra
8317456, 9331047, Fax:
9330556

Media Comm Ltd
BAGIS21 (9 lines

Uniteend Ltd
9124380-4
A Positive Adverlising Ltd
BA56598-9, 8837751-2
Expressions Ltd
Tel: 8832728, 8832370,
8832280
Quantum Market Research
BOD Lid

Ph: 9862162
emall: info@qmit)l.com
Wi quantumeesgarci.in
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Alliance Francaise De Dhaka
26. Mirpur Road, Dhanmand,
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557

Fax: B616462,

Email: infoald@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy
Dhaka University Area,

- Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583,

Fax: 8612352, Email:
bacademy @citechco.nat

Bangladesh Shishu Academy
Otd High Court Road (Opp. Carzan Hall),
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council

5, Fuller Hoad, Dhaka

Tal: B618905-7, 86188678

Fae 8613375

Emall:
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center
House 10, Road 9, Dhanmaondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax 8110712

Indian Cultural Center
H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel. 8850141, Fax. 8850142

Nazrul Institute

House 3308, Road 28 (Oid),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051,
Email: nazrulin@citecho. nat

Russian Cultural Centre
House-510, Road-7,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026,

Email: roscult@accesstal.net

Shilpakala Academy
Segunbagicha, Ohaka-1000
Tal: 9561709, 9562801-4
Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
House 275/F, Road 27,
Dhanmaondi, Dhaka

Tal: 8123115

Emall; bi@bdonline.com
Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex,

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email;
cezanneddbangla net

Drik Gallery

Haousa 58, Road 15A(New),
Dhanmondi, Ohaka

Tel: 9120125, Fae 9115044,
Email; office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4,

Dhanmaondi R/A, Dhaka

Tal: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agnl.com

MNational Art Gallery
Sequnbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 956280 1-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 186,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085,

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.cam

Shilpangan
House-25, Road-5,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,
Tel: B614246

Tivoli Art Gallery
F/33, DCC Super Market {1st Floor)
Gulshan-2 (Morth), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

Agrani Bank
9566153-54, 956616064,
9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank
7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd
8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Gitibank NA
9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd
9568537-39
Fax 9561889

Eastern Bank Lid
9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limiled
9562878, PABX: 9560229,
Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank
8011138, Fax: 8013559

Hahib Bank Lid
9555092, 9563043-5, Fax:
9561784

Bank&markettiming

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Lid
95542402, 9563040,
9560099, Fae 9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd
9563020, 9562060, Fax:
9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd
9555141, 9570912-16,
Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank
9560000, 9560027-240, Fax:
9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited
9559333, 9560329
Fax: 9561213

National Bank Lld
9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NGC Bank
4561902-4
Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Lid
8015276, aat 417

Prime Bank Ltd
9567265, 9556282
Fax: 9567230

dhahjalal Bank Lid
9570612, 9567435, Fax:
9557413

South East Bank
9550081, 9551411, Fax:
9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd
9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank
9550426-34
Fie: 9561410

The City Bank Limited
9365925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Lid
9871095, 9871074, 9883064,
Fax: 4071094

Uttara Bank Lid

9561438, 9551162-3,

Fax: 8613529

United Commerclal Bank Lid
9561580, Fax 80-02-9360587

MARKET CLOSED

Guishan 1, 2 markets-Friday
Elgphant Road-Fridiy

Bishal Center-Friday -

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday
Palwall Market-Friday

BCS Computar City-Friday

Isha Khan Shopping Complax-Friday.
Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday
Stadium Market-Friday
Bangabazar Market-Fricay
Mational Museum-Thursday
Ahsan Manzil-Thursday.

New Market-Tuasday

Gausid Market-Tuesday
Mauehak Market-Sunday
Ohanmondi Hawkers Markst-
Tuesdeay

Ohanmondi Hawkers Markat-Tugsday
Eastarn Plaza-Sunday
Farmview Super Market-Sunday
Muldijuddna Jadughar-Sunday
Dhaka Zoo-Sunday

Shushu Jadughar-Sunday




