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diplomacy is an essential ingredi-
ent of Bangladesh foreign policy
and the United Nations is center
inthisregard.”

Talking to The Daily Star, the
foreign ministry officials hoped
that Dhaka's latest role would
help local readymade garment
exporters to leverage in interna-
tional trade negotiations to open
up major European and North
American markets,

African countries have led the
Grroup of LDCs for the past five
years,

As a bloe, African countries
have pushed for greater access
and better prices for commodities
and raw materials in the world
market, which pushed down the
priorities of Asian countries
which have moved to manufac-
turing and service-oriented
industries,

"We will lead the debate in the
international economic negotia-
tions on behalf of LDCs, particu-
larly for greater aid, investments
and marketaccess," Iftekharsaid.

Ie said the UN would also be
Bangladesh's forum to negotiate
its demands to mitigate the
effects of climate change, as
Dhaka is pushing hard for a three-
pronged approach,

The adviser said Dhaka's new
charge for mitigating the effects of
climate change also hinges on UN
mechanisms that include
Bangladesh's call to build a UN-
based low-premium insurance
for high-prevalence natural
calamities, which may provide
financial cover for Bangladesh's
lrequent flood damages.

Launched by Chief Adviser

2 JMB men
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The IMB activists detonated explo-
sives at six places in Sunamganj on
August 17, 2005 following which
police filed six different cases. The
two [MB men got the latest sen-
tences for their role in bomb blasts
at the deputy commissioner's
office in Sunamgan;j.

Earlier on October 6, the same
court gave them 10 years' rigorous
imprisonment in two cases each
relating to the series blasts.

Hanif was also given 14 years'
rigorous imprisonment on
September 12 for storing explo-
sivesataSylhethouse.

KL employers
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"I have asked the manpower
department officials to have a
look at the complaints. If it is true
that there are employers who
recruited the foreign workers, but
did not pay the due salaries, we
will not compromise with them
{the employers]. They will be
penalised. We will bring them to
court," Onn said.

The minister expressed his
disappointment over the situa-
tion asit projects anegative image
of the country and said that the
employers could be charged
under the EmploymentAct.

The 770 disgruntled
Bangladeshi workers alleged that
they had arrived in Malaysia
between January and April this
year and were employed at four
textile factories with the promise
of a monthly salary of Malaysian
Ringgit (RM) 1,200 each.
However, each worker wound up
receiving only RM 200 or less a
month.

Meanwhile, reports are surfac-
ing in Malaysia about the exis-
tence of organised syndicates of
outsourcing companies who
bring in foreign workers into the
country using the names of
unsuspecting factories,

These foreign workers, given
false promises by recruiting agen-
cies in their home countries, are
eventually exploited by different
employers. Thousands of such
Bangladeshi workers, despite
possessing valid visas on their
arrival in Kuala Lumpur, have
been stranded at Kuala Lumpur
International Airport for weeks as
their employers did not show up
ta receive them, said sources
concerned.

Malaysian newspaper The Slur
yesterday reported that the ploy
of a syndicate was discovered as
factory, Rightool Metal Industry
Sdn Bhd in Sungai Petani, found
out that its name was used lo
bring in 20 workers from
Bangladesh.

CT Tew, managing director of
the factory, said he was taken
aback when labour department
officials went to his office yester-
daymorningand told him that the
20 foreign workers, purportedly
brought in by his factory, were
among the 3,000 Bangladeshis
still stranded at Kuala Lumpur
[nternational Airport.

Denying the allegation, Tew
said, "The only time we applied to
the authorities for foreign work-
ers was in 2005. Approval was
given to hire 15 workers, but we
recruited only nine Nepalese."

Senior Assistant Director
Mohd Jarjis Abdullah of Labour
Department in Sungal Petani city
said his officers revealed that no
approval was given to Rightool
Metal for hiring the Bangladeshis.
Ie advised the company to lodge
sacomplaintwith police.

revive

Fakhruddin Ahmed during his
speech at the high-level panel on
climate change on September 24,
Dhaka's [demand comprises
creation df a UN-driven system
for providing 'weather deriva-
tives', for |least developed coun-

tries to affected by climate
change.
This wpuld entail creating a

global system for giving these
climate dhanges affected LDC
countries| low-premium insur-
ance to |[hedge against high-
probability events, such as the
likelihoodoffloods occurringon a
biggerscale thanaverage.

A UN-backed conference on
climate chiange to be held in Bali
in December would also be the
forum for Dhaka to call for climate
change ddaptation assistance

.based onfpopulation sizes from

the interfjational community for
countries| most affected by cli-
mate change.

Dhakals demands also include
a greater|international focus on
the impefiding problem of 'refu-
gees' credted by natural disasters
broughtabout by climate change.
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happy if the government does so,
said the Al leader.

Former AL lawmaker
Shahajalian Khan, Raziuddin
Ahmed u and Atiur Rahman
Atik were [present at the press con-
ference.

Hamid, also a former Speaker,
said Flasina would help the care-
taker govérnment in implementing
the Election Commission-
announced roadmap to hold the
nextelections.

The gavernment's desire to hold
the elections in a free and fair
manner has come under question
with the jarrest of Hasina in false
charges, he said adding that it is
possible fo withdraw the cases if
thegoverpmentwants.
said the entire nation
rised and shocked with

to forma "government
| consensus” for the next

He said there are some goad
sides. in {Badruddoza's proposals,,
"Butifthpre is no nﬁposltinn in the
parliamdne, it might turn into an
autocraticone," feltthe AL leader.

He observed that presence of an
appositign is a must in the parlia-
ment to griticise the government's
mistakegand wrongdoings.

AL acting President Zillur
Rahmar, presidium members
Abdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed, Motia
Chowdhury, acting General
Secretany Syed Ashraful [slam,
Akhtarufzaman, Bir Bahadur, Vice
| Abdus Shahid, col (retd)
an, Abdul Latif Siddiqui,
r Razzak, Abdul Hali,

d AKM Jahangir Hossain,
thers, signed the state-

and patriotic political parties that
believe [in common development
progranjmes.

Bhuiyan, former LGRD minister,
also welcomed the propusat for a
. He said the

He sfid they want to join certain
1es, not an alliance or
g they want issue-based

"Prog mmmes and issues are
importint for national accord and
proposal may merge with

I parties have deteriorated.
can solve many serious
if we form a national

5 announced due to the
l'mm a certain quarter,

tableand democratic p:my,
nse who do not want to see
in1 the party would be detached
fromtije party," Bhuiyansaid.

Hasina, family
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supervision, The district land
registration offices were asked to
examine documents regarding
ownershipofland.

The natices to the managing
directors of 41 banks asked to find
out if they have any savings or fixed
depositaccountsin thenameofthe
former premier and her family
members. The banks were also
asked to see [f there is any invest-
mentorsharein their names.

Hasina submitted her state-
mentofwealth worth about Tk 3.10
crore to jail authorities on
September 2 after a twenty-day
legal debate in the higher court
over the legality of ACC!s issuing
the notice upon her regarding
submission of wealth statement.

The Supreme Court on August
27 stayed a High Court order that
had imposed a freeze on the opera-
tion of the ACC notice for Hasina to
declare herwealth.

Following a writ petition filed by
Hasina, the High Court on August 7
halted the operation of the ACC
notice,

Hasina was arrested on July 16
and the ACC served the notice on
July 17 giving seven workingdays ta
submit the wealth statement.

According to the ACC rules, a
person will be punished with a
maximum of 10 years' imprison-
ment ifthe person is found guilty of
suppressing information in the
wealth statement submitted to the
commission.

Arrest warrant
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Jamaat MP Shahjahan Chowdhury
for concealing information about
his Range Rover jeep in the wealth
statement submitted to the com-
mission and Faisal Morshed Khan
forabettinghimintheact

The CMM Court shifted the case
to the Special Judge's Court the
following day. The court then
ordered Shahjahan Chowdhury
and Faisal Morshed Khan to appear
beforeiton October9.

Earlier on July 1, ACC Deputy
Director Abul Kalam Azad filed the
case with the city 5 Bnndar Palice
Station

According to the case, Faisal
Morshed, managing director of the
Pacific Motors, helped Shahjahan
Chowdhury make a forged docu-
ment for the hwaurious jeep.

Shahjahan Chowdhury
imported the jeep from England on
MP quota, but it was not shown in

his wealth statement. The jeep was |
later seized frony' i Bustness'estaby

lishment of Faisal Morshed Khan.

Ex-BNP MP Munshi
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Munshi. These include -- a flat in
Gulshan-1, a Mercedes Benz car, a
Nissan car and 3,619 shares of
National Commerce and Credit
Bank Ltd worth Tk 3.62. Both the
cars were seized by the law enforce-
ment agencies following Munshi's
arrest.

The court, however, ordered
that the former lawmaker's family
can get back the seized cars if they
pay Tk 2.24 lakh for the Mercedes
and Tk 2.38 lakh for the Nissan, as
Munshi concealed information
about the amount of money in the
prices of the cars shown in the
wealth statement.

The judgment had been
deferred twice earlier as Judge
Ashraf Hossain fell sick on
September 20, the first date fixed
fordeliveringthe judgment.

The judge read out the judg-
ment after examining the investi-
gation report, depositions of 49
witnesses, including two in
defence of Munshi, statements of
the accused and arguments of the
prosecution and defence lawyers.

The joint forces arrested
Munshion May 28.

ACC Deputy Director Abu
Sayeed filed the case with the
Gulshan Police Station accusing
the four of earning wealth and
properties worth Tk 4.92 crore
illegally that was kept concealed in
their wealth statements.

The ACC issued a notice upon
the lawmaker on February 18, 2007
asking him to submit wealth state-
ment in 72 hours as he was
included in the first list of high
profile corruption suspects.

His wealth statement submitted
on February 25 shows properties
worth Tk 3.33 crore in hisname and
in the names of his wife and sons.
Munshi later submitted a supple-
mentary wealth statement of Tk
5.29 crore after ACC filed the case
againsthim.

AnACCinvestigation found that
Munshi had concealed informa-
tion about his wealth worth Tk 1.17
crore and had earned Tk 5.37 crore
illegally.

The ACC framed charges
against the accused on July 9 while
the charge sheet was submitted on
Junel7.

RMG workers
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to the spot and assured them of
meeting their demand by loday.

“We take to the street as the
authorities of the factories are yet
to pay our leave allowance,” said a
worker wishinganonymity.

He also said the authorities had
already paid their salaries and Eid
bonus.

Kabir Hossain, general manager
of one of the factories, said they
usually pay leave allowances ahead
of Eid-ul-Azha.

Owners asked to pay
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owners to pay the workers their wages
and bonuses by October 11, so
nobody can bank on the workers'
resentment (o create unrest in the
sector.

Intelligence agency officials yes-
terday pointed out that 31 garment
unit managements in Narayanganj,
93 in Gazipur, and some in Mirpur of
the capital expressed their inability to
pay the workers' wages and bonuses
by tomorrow.

"Business was not good in July,
August and September due to the
ramification of the political unrest at
the beginningof the year; we're notin
agood position,” said Anwar-Ul-Alam
Chowdhury Parvez, president of
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Assaciation (BGMEA).

Pointing out that it will be difficult
for many factory owners (o meet the
October 11 deadline, he said, "We
eatlier used to pay the workers their
bonuses and basic salaries before the
Eid and the rest we used to pay when
they would come back to work again.
By fixing the deadline for bath the
salaries and the bonuses, the govern-
ment is pitting us against the wark-
ers.”

The BGMEA president, however,
was hopeful about being able to pay
the workers before the Eid, as the
Bankers' Association assured themon
Monday of 'out of the way payment'
on the basis of their January to June
performance following their request
forthesoftloans.

Iftheowners fail to pay the workers
their wages and bonuses, Adviser
Anwarul [gbal suggested, they should
sit with the workers to explain their
constraints and a possible date for the
payment. "The government will not
take any responsibility,” the labour
advisersaid.

Differing with the government
proposal for a unified bonus policy,
President of Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA) Fazlul Hag said
sucharegimewill deprive the workers
who are now getting higher bonuses
than some of the workers in other
factories.

The defaulters in implementing
the minimum wage have been given
one month's notice and the govern-,
ment will take them to the Labour
Court and lodge cases against them if
they fail tocomply, theadvisersaid.

Ofthe 2,818 members of BGMEA,
65 have yet to pay their workers the
minimum wages, the BGMEA presi-
denttold themeetingadding that they
are working to persuade the non-
complying65toimplementtherule in_

theirfactories.

" Saying tha the factories (at ph
the minimum wages and are mem-
bers of BGMEA or BKMEA also get
affected when there is unrest in the
factories that do not pay the mini-
mum wages and are not members of
eitherofthe nwoowners' associations,
Adviser Anwarul [qbal sought the
sector leaders’ suggestions regurding
thematter.

"We can't be responsible for them!
You can do anything with them, you
can even shut them down!" BGMEA
President Anwar Parvez told the
labouradviser.

The labour adviser suggested the
RMG leaders not to let such errant
unitsgetsub-contracts,

When the BGMEA presidept
requested the adviser for Rab and
army patrol in Ashulia, Gazipur, and
Narayanganj areds as a precautionary
measure for preventing any outbreak
of violence over trivial issues, the
adviser asked them to specify the

factories in those areas where such
occurrences might take place.
sudrlcn ahur. downs of factories, :hr.-
adviser said, "No way can this be
called propermanagement.”

A day before the workers of Nassa
Garments erupted in violence in
Tejgaon on September 22 over iftar
allowance, an owner of the factory
declinedtoeven talkwith the agitating
waorkers, saying he has 20 factories
and that he didn't bother if he had to
shutdown one of them, complained a
highlevel policeofficial of Dhaka,

"He bowed to the workers'
demand only after they had taken to
thcﬁm:d.umgmi, publicproperties.
Isn'tit then only normal for the work-
ers to think that they cannat achieve
anything without resorting to vio-
lence?” he demanded an answer from
the RMG factory owners.

"Sit with your workers, solve the
‘problems of your factories. Why
should other people suffer if your
workers turn violent and take to the
streets?" thelabouradviserasked.

He also asked the owners to con-
tact the Crisis Management Cell of the
RMG sector if any problem develops
inany factory, so that the cell can help
tosettlethematterpeacefully.

The adviser asked the police
administration to call in reinforce-
ment from outside of Dhaka, if nec-
essary, to strengthen the patrolling in
thegarment factoryareas,

The adviser also asked the police
to file cases against the organisers of
any protest march brought out while
thestateofemergencyis ineffect,

When the representatives of
intelligence agencies and the
BKMEA president said some leaders
of the 42 workers' federations and
NGOs are involved in instigating
labour unrest in the RMG sector, the
adviser asked the Special Branch of
police and the National Security
Intelligence officials to create alist of
the federations and NGOs involved
insuchactivities,

Ie also underscored the need for
bringing reforms to the labour feder-
ations and NGOs working in the
sector.

Meanwhile, Finance Adviser
Mirza Azizul [slam yesterday stressed

- on the need for forming a committee |

to ensure wages and honuses for the
workersin the RMGsector,

He said, "A committee is needed,
which will scrutinise the issues
related toworkers' interests aswell as
to make sure that the owners take
careoftheirresponsibilides.”

Presiding over the SE'U?Enl}‘I meet-

“gariment fECtDT]FUWIILr'.\F df releasing

“thecash incentives for themsoon,
"I will discuss the issue with the
central bank today so that the cash
incentiveis released as soonas possi-
ble," theadviser said yesterday.

6 killed
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The victims were returning to
Dhaka after attending a
programme of Tablig Jamaat in
Cox's Bazar, adds UNB.

Meanwhile, another person was
killed as a truck hit his bicycle at
about 9.00am on Dhaka-

Chittagong highway at Batisha in

Chouddagram upazila.

The identity of the victim
remained unknown.

The body was sent to Comilla
Medical College Hospital for
autopsy.

Polls before Oct '08
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on April 5, the EC said the fleld level
taskfurpmpa:mgthevnler list would
start in November, but it started the
workin Augustonalimited scale.

The CEC yesterday said the EC
has so far received 1,950 laptops and
other accessories as donation for the
task and the commission is now
receiving equipment it had ordered.
As per the EC plan, a total of 7,215
laptops will be used for the country-
widevoter-listingtask.

In line with the EC plan, the field
level election officials have already
started making preparations--
selecting enumerators, supervisors,
data entry operators and arranging
theirtraining.

The enumerators will collect
particulars of prospective voters by
visiting door to door. Aweek into the
beginning of data collection, the
supervisors will start examining the
authenticity of the collected infor-
mation. After the verification, data
entry operators will starttheirjob,

Al the same time, voters will start
visiting the registraton centres to

-have their photographs and finger-

prints taken for the voter list and
national identitycards.

The voter-listing task in other
areas of the 64 districts will begin
soon after the task in 76 upazilas is
completed.

The EC has already announced
thatthe field level task for voterlisting
in areas under Dhaka City
Corporation will begin from
December, But before that, the feld
level task will begin in three adjacent
union parishads--Dania, Sultanganj
and Uttar Khan--from October.

Spellingout the EC plans, the CEC
said the commission is on the right
track and the task has gained speed
with cooperation fromall.

"People are enthusiastic about
the preparation of the voter list with
photographs and we believe the job
will be done before the set deadline,”
said Huda,

LOCALGOVTPOLLS

The EC announced earlier that the
long due polls to Rajshahi City
Corporationwill be held by theend of

January or in February next year as
the voter list for the area is almost
ready.

The CEC, however, said yesterday
they are now thinking to hold the
polls to the five city corporations and
a few municipalities simultaneously
by March-April.

Asked about the reason for hold-
ingthe local government polls before
the parliamentary ones, Huda said

many local government bodies have
long been anarchic since the expiry

oftheelected chairmen's tenure.

"We are planning to hold polls for
local government since it {s our
responsibility and the voter list will
be ready for the polls of some local
governmentbodies,” the CECsaid.
THE 76 UPAZILAS
The field level task for voter listing in
the following upazilas will begin on
different. dates in November:
Dhamrai, Faridpur sadar, Kaliganj,
Shib Char, Manikganj sadar,
Munshiganj sadar, Bandar, Palash,
Ghorashal, Shariatpur sadar,
Dupchachia, Shajahanpur, Kushtia
sadar, Meherpur sadar, Naogaon
sadar, Natore sadar,
Chapainawabganj sadar, Pabna
sadar, Puthia, Tanore, Rajbari sadar,
Chuadanga sadar, Jamalpur sadar,
Kishoreganj sadar, Phulbaria,
Atpara, Netrakona sadar, Sirajgan]
sadar, Sherpur sadar, Delduar,
Mirzapur, Thanchi, Anowara,
Hathazari, Cox's Bazar sadar,
Mahalchhari, Matiranga, Barakal,
Rajasthali, Ashuganj, Sarail,
Chandpur sadar, Hajiganj,
Brahmanpara, Burichang,
Daudkandi, Feni sadar, Habiganj
sadar, Raypur, Moulvibazar sadar,
Noakhali sadar, Sunamganj sadar,
Sylhet sadar, Bagerhat sadar,
Agailjhara, Gaurnadi, Gopalganj
sadar, Bagherpara, [halakathi sadar,
Jhenidah saclar, Paikgachha, Magura
sadar, Narail sadar, Patuakhali sadar,
Pirojpur sadar, Satkhira sadar,
Dinajpur sadar, Gaibandha sadar,
Joypurhat sadar, Kurigram sadar,
Aditmari, Nilphamari sadar,
Panchagarh sadar, Badarganj,
Taraganjand Thakurgaonsadar.

Nobel Prize
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Working independently, Fert and
Gruenberg discovered in 1988 that
minute magnetic changes in a
GMR syster lead to huge differ-

encesinelectrical resistance,

These differences in turn cause
changes in the current in the read-
out head, which scans a hard disk to
spot the ones and zeroes in which
thedataisstored.

As a result, the readout head is
able to read smaller and weaker
magnetic areas -- and this sensitiv-
ity means information can be
packed more densely on the hard
disk.

Matin Durrani, editor of Physics
World, a journal published by
Britain's Institute of Physics, said
theaward was itting.

"Most people draw up short lists
{of potential winners} for fun -- of
course we don't know who will win -
- and they are two people we sus-
pected mightwinit," Durrani said,

I am really pleased that it has
gone for something very practically
based and rooted in research rele-
vant to industry. [t shows that phys-
fes has a real relevance not just to
understanding natural phenomena
but to real products in everyday
life."

Last year, the Physics Prize went
to US space scientists John Mather
and George Smoot for a pioneering
space mission, which supports the
“Big Bang" theory about the origins
of the Universe.

Saarc route map-
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nations in an ever-changing com-
plexworld, Jaiswal said. "We need to
evolve a shared vision of the future
for ourregion. Such avision mustbe
rooted in our common values and
based on our individual and collec-
tive strengths that will enable South
Asia to realiseits full potential in the
21stcentury,” headded,

The minister said Saarc coun-
tries must "make effective use of the
regional three-tier mechanism to
share experiences, information and
data, learn from one another's
successstoriesand mistakes.”

At the conference, delegates
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka would focus
on sharing their experiences in
tackling terrorism and strengthen-
ing cooperation in various issues
regardinglaw enforcement,

Praposing to work out a road
: .' in the area, Jalswal
aw and order in the region was
taking newer hues with criminals
using latest technologies to access
databaseoftheir targets.

The challenges the police forces
of the region encounter have
changed substantially in recent
years and the revolution in technol-
ogyand communication has altered
thelaw and order scenario substan-
tially, he added.

Nowadays, the modus operandi
of the criminals is based more on
technology, Jaiswal said adding the
paolice tactics must, therefore, keep
upwiththechanges.

The conference would provide a
window of opportunity for the Saarc
countries to consolidate their gains
in regional cooperation and to forge

' a blueprint for exchanging

resources -- hoth human and mate-
rial, thestate minister for homesaid.

The conference, also being
attended by officials of home and
foreign ministries, will discuss the
modalities of organising joint train-
ing programmes and discuss strate-
gies to improve mutual coordina-
tion In tackling terrorist activities,
drug trafficking and organised
crimes.

Ashraful
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party's front organisation -- at the
AL's central office at Bangabandhu
Averiue.

Ashrafsaid they have not yet got
any formal propoesal from Bikalpa
Dhara Bangladesh President AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury, who
mooted the idea of a national
government a couple of days ago,
tojoin suchan administration.

"If we get any proposal to that
end, the Awami League will decide
onitafter discussing the offer at the
partyforum,” said the AL leader.

He, however, said questions
over accountability might rise if
there is no opposition in the parlia-
ment.

When asked to comment on
Law Adviser Mainul Hosein's
statement in which he said the
government wanted to keep the
two former prime ministers —
Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina --
out of the country, the acting AL
general secretary said it is a bad
signal for the nation.

Wondering whether the govern-
ment would have acquitted
Khaleda and Hasina had they
agreed to stay out of the country,
Ashraf said the AL president
returned home from the US with a
viewto facinganysituation.

Butitwould be very unfortunate
if the 'false cases' against her were
filed for her coming back home in
violation of the government's ban
to thatend, he added.

On Al leader Mohammad
Nasim's 13-year sentence for
corruption at a special court,
Ashral said the party will comment
on it after the case is judged at the
higher court. He hoped that Nasim
would get justice there.

gipater, COOperAtion _fo.
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of the workers in Malaysia and
recruiting lawyers in some
Malaysian states to see the work-
ers' rightsissues,

The foreign adviser said, "We
will take immediate actions after
reviewing the recommendations to
create afavourable environment so
that our workers can work safely
and enjoy duerights."

Quoting a letter of Bangladesh
High Commissioner M
Khaizuzzaman sent to him yester-
day, the foreign adviser said that
the Malaysian government had
made it clear that Kuala Lumpur
would withdraw freeze on hiring
Bangladeshi workers after solving
the problems among the workers,
Bangladeshi recruiting agencies
and Malaysian local agents.

"It's very important to improve
the procedures of overseas
employment. Codes of conduct of
the Bangladeshi recruiting agents
and Malaysian local agents should
be changed," felt the foreign
adviser.

He said Malaysia has already
approved appointment of 3.47 lakh
Bangladesh workers and 1.92 lakh
of them are already there. The
remaining workers would go there

ficials of Bangladesh

aspertheschedule, headded.

Acting secretary of the expatri-
ates' welfare ministry said from
now on the high commission offi-
cials would have to attest the job
demand letters only after inspect-
ing the employers' factories physi-
cally.

He said the Bureau of
Manpower Employment and
Training would strictly monitor the
activities of recruiting agencies and
send reports to the Bangladeshi
missions about the workers sent
abroad.

The secretary admitted to the
fact that the recruiting agencies are
charging higher amounts for send-
ing workers to Malaysia.

He said the government is work-
ing on introducing a mechanism to
eliminate middlemen from the
system.

The secretary said about 770
Bangladeshi workers, who met
Bangladesh high commission
officials on Monday regarding
underpayment by their employers,
haveagreed tojoinalternativejobs.

He said the government has
already cancelled licences of four
recruiting agencies and obstructed
nine from getting new job demand
letters from Malaysia.

Bombings, shootings

FROM PAGE 16

The trucks were loaded with barrels
of gasoline and caused massive
fireballswhen theyexploded.

Violence also raged in Baghdad,
where at [east 12 people were killed
and more than 60 wounded in four
bomb blasts, including one which
ripped through crowds in a central
square, [raqiofficials said.

Innorthern Mosul city, thedeputy
commander of Nineveh police,
Brigadier General Abdul Aal
Thannoun Mubarak was killed when
unidentified gunmen attacked his
convay, police said.

Another policeman waskilledina
car bomb attack on a police patrol in
Mosul, that also wounded two other
officers,

The attacks come a day after a
suicide bomber killed 14 people
when he exploded his truck at a
police post near another town in
Salaheddin province, Samarra,
midway between Baijiand Baghdad.

al-Qaeda in [raq had warned it
would ramp up attacks during the
holy month of Ramadan, which ends

.this week. It also warned it would

target [ragis who join US: forees in
fightinglocal members of Osamabin
Laden'sglobal [ihadi group.

Among the dead in Tuesday's
twin suicide bomb attacks were four
women and three children, police
official Bijwari said. He was not able
to say exactly how many were killed

andwoundedineachincident.

The first bomb exploded at the
home of police chiefNifous, killingat
least seven’ people, including his
uncleandwonephews.

Minutes later, a second suicide
truck bomber crashed his explo-
sives-packed truck into the house of
Atallah, who escaped the attack. The
identities of those killed and
wounded were not immediately
clear.

A small mosque next to the house
collapsed under the impact of the
blast.

Atallah is the third member of the
Salaheddin Awakening Council, a
coalition of tribes in the Tikrit district
formed to fight al-Qaeda, to come
underattackinless thanaweek.

Last Thursday, a roadside bomb
near Samarra killed the leader of the
council, Sheikh Maawia Naji Jebara,
and wounded his deputy Sheikh
SabahMutasharal-Shimmary.

The attack on their convoy was
claimed by an al-Qaeda group in a
statement posted onthe [nternet.

Leading Iraqi Sunni cleric Harith

wik-Dhari, . meanwhile, usged [raqis

netto join USHofees in fighting al-
Qaeda, arguing that by doing so they
aresidingwith the occupier.

"We do not accept the acts of al-
Qaeda,” said Dhari, head of the
influential Muslim Scholars'
Association, [raq's main Sunni cler-
ics' organisation.

Fighting in Pak tribal belt
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Afghanistan, but security officials
insisted the dead were all Islamist
fighters,

The unrest puts extra pressure
on military ruler Musharraf -- akey
allyin the US-led "war on terror" --
as he waits for the Supreme Court
to ratify his victory in a presidential
poll.

Chief military spokesman
Major General Waheed Arshad said
at least 150 militants and 45 sol-
diers had been killed in battles thac
first erupted on Sunday after pro-
Taliban rebels ambushed an army
convoy.

Another two troops died in a
roadside bombing on Tuesday, a
statermnentsaid.

"There were militant hideouts
in the area near Mir Ali, aircraft
targeted these hideouts on Tuesday
but I don't have the number of
casualties from that," Arshad told
AFP.

Security officials in the north-
western city of Peshawar said
another 50 militants were killed in
Tuesday's airstrikes and a similar
number were injured.

Residents, however, sald bombs
dropped by fighter jets hit the main
bazaar in Khedar Khel, a village
near MirAli.

“Some 50 people including
women and children have died in
the bombing," resident Noor
Mohammad, 45, told AFP by tele-
phone.

"The number of injured is even
more."

Most of the 50,000 inhabitants
of Mir Ali had fled after more than
50 houses were damaged and the
army placed the town under virtual
curfew, residents said.

"Our homes have been dam-
aged severely, most of the families
have migrated to relatives' homes
in neighbouring towns," tribesman
Faridullah Khan sidid as military
helicopters circled overhead.

Desperate locals used mosque
loudspeakers to beg the military
not fo fire at their homes, tribal
elder Malik Igbal Khan said.

Army spokesman Arshad said
that tribal elders had called a coun-
cil or jirga involving tribesmen,
militant representatives and the
local administration in a bid to halt
the violence.

But the military indicated that it
was in no mood to compromise.

"The army is fighting well-
trained militants. There are link-
ages with Afghanistan. Many of
them are getting money and weap-
ons from across the border,”
Arshad said.

A Pakistani security official said
the militants involved had the
"latest weaponry and lots of
money” from across the porous
border.

They were also "in contact with
members of a hostile country in
Afghanistan” -- an apparent refer-
ence to Pakistan's long-term
nuclear-armed rival India, its
neighbour on the eastern side, the
officialadded.

Pakistan has become increas-
ingly convinced that India has a
hand in a wave of violence that
erupted after Pakistani security
forces besieged and then raided the
al-Qaeda-linked Red Mosque in
Islamabad in July.

Donors
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projects as well as by fresh funding.

"World Bank has already pro-
vided $75 million for budgetary
support and we are expecting
another $130 million from them,”
the ERD secretary told the reporters.

He said the World Bank will
reallocate its funding in different
ongoing projects to facilitate the
postflood rehabilitation cost.

"The donors will send a proposal
shortly with a list of projects from
where they will shift money to the
post flood rehabihtntlnn
programme,” hesaid.

The ERD secretary also said the
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
hinted that it might provide $30
million for the post flood rehabilita-
tion programme. The ADB and
other donors will generate another
fund of $130 million for the same
purpose,

At the meeting, Planning
Secretary Zafar Ahmed Chowdhury
placed a report assessing the dam-
age done by the recent flood and the
funds required for the rehabilitation
programme.

The reportsaid a total of Tk 2,689
crore is necessary to meét the reha-
bilitation cost, Tk 1,120 crore of
which is required for the local gov-
ernment and engineering depart-
ment, Tk 690 crore for the roads and
highways division, Tk 538 crore for
the Water Development Board, Tk
38 crore for Bangladegh Railway, Tk
50 crare for the education ministry,
and Tk 253 crore for the agricultural
ministryand other ministries.

Sources said the meeting also
discussed the possibleagendaofthe
forthcoming meeting on the
Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper
(PRSP) to be held in Dhaka on
November 18 and 19, which is likely
to be topped by the issues of gover-
nanceand the powersector.
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