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Khaleda's bank accounts
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violuting tender conditions and
appointing Gatco, ipnoring its lack of
experience and skill, to manage the
cargo handlingat the ports.

Meanwhile, another Dhaka court
gave the investigation afficer (10) af
the case the permission to interro-
cate Khaleda about the graft charges
F:r(mghl against her at the gate of the
sub-jail set up for her on the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban premises.
BANKDOCUMENTS
Judge Mohammad Azizul FHagque of
the Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court passed the order after ACC
Deputy Director Johirul Efuda sub-
mitted a petition for allowing him to
scize all bank-account records and
documents of Khaleda' in Sonali
Bank, local branch Matijheel, Dhaka,
and Prime Bank, Bananibranch.

Sourees said the ACC requires the
documents and records to seeif there
were any payments made to her in
connection with awarding Gatca the
jab.

Court sources said the 10 in his
petition mentioned that the records
and documents at the two banks
should be seized for the sake of
properinvestigationofthe case.
KHALEDATO BE QUIZZED
Metropolitan Magistrate Mizanur
Rahman yesterday allowed the same
10 to interrogate Khaleda Zia at the
ﬁntc of the sub-jail, where she is

etained, as an application suekingi
to interrogate her was submitted
beforethe cowrt,

[n the pettion, the [0 said he
needs to quiz the former premier to
have her statement regarding the
allegations brought against herinthe
Catcocase.

Meanwhile, the ACC questioned
four members of the committee that
prepared the tender for the container
handling job at Dhaka Inland
Container Depot (ICD) and
Chittagong Port 1ICD yards and three
nther officials and employees of
Chittagong Port Authority (CPA) in
connectionwith the Gatco case.

The comunittee members were
deputy traffic managers of CPA KM

" AKM Mus

Moazzenh Hossain and Golam

Sarwar, ([PA Finance Officer Elias
Reza and lormer plant manager
{azmul Hique.

The ingvestipators are quizzing
peaple copcerned almost every day,
since quegtioning five former minis-
ters of Khjadea's cabinet and some
former jtop bureaucrats on
Septembelr 25, inorder o submit the
charge she¢et and finish their investi-
gationwithin the imeftrame.

The tender preparing committee
members were questioned on how
the tenddr list was prepared and
whether they pmp;m-ui thelistunder
political inffluence,

The cojaccused in the case ard ex-
chairmen pf CPA Commodore (retd)
Zulfiqur Ali and AMM Shahadat
Haossain, fx-directar (ransport) of
CPA AM Sanwar Hossain, former
chief finapce and accounts officer
Ahmed Alul Qashem, former direc-
tor Luthfl Kabir, Ismail Hossain
Simon, sofi of former shipping min-
ister and BNP leader Col (retd) Akbar
Hossain, Gatco directors Syed Galib
Ahmed, Syed Tanveer Ahmed and
Kajol and Akbar's wife
J[ahanaraAnsarandone EhsanYusuf,

Apart from Khaleda and Arafat,
seven accysed including Simon were
earlier anested. Moreaver, Simon,
Galib and [Tanvir gave confessional
statements$ admitling their involve-
mentwith graft.

In the ¢ase filed by ACC Deputy
i Golam Shahriar
, it was alleged that the
former prime minister and her son
influenced] the tender process and
the CPA officials helped Gatco win
the tender even though a thiee-
mernber tdnder evaluation commit-
tee of the port termed Gatco unfit for
thework.

after the filing of the case,
joint forces, with an official of the
ACC, arresjed Khaleda and Arafat at
their Dhaka Cantonmenthome.
Althoupgh the HC last week
granted bail to Khaleda and stayed
proceedings of the case, the Supreme
Court lated on stayed the HC order
following appealsfiled by the ACC,

3 JMB men charged
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wrtured severelyin custody.

The 40 detained individuals
included Awami League (AL) leader
Sabuer Hossain Chowdhury,
Mymensingh AL president Principal
Motiur Rahman, writer-journalist
Shahriar Kabir, Prol Muntassir
Mamoon and journalist Enamul
Hogue Chowdhury.

A few hours Into the arrests on
December 8, then prime minister
Khaleda Zia during her visit 1o Aloka
Cinema said the authorities had
arrested some people for their sus-

sendested; dnvolvemens ny, the, hlasts.

Hinungatthe epposivon leaders and
the intellectuals, she said those who
had been running a smear campaign
against Bangladesh -- at home and
abroad -- bear links to such terrorist
attack,

Ministers and high officials of the
law enforcement agencies also gave
the impression that those who were
detained had connection with the
hilasts,

Over the submission of charge
sheets against IMB operatives, the
politicai leaders and intellectuals,
who were detained for their alleged
involvement in the blasts, said they
were arrested and tortured deliber-
ately despite theirinnocence.

Different quarters had criticised
the then government for arresting
politicallead ers and intellectuals.

Amnesty International at that
time in a press release expressed
concern over the arrests and suid
Saber was detained solely for being a
vacalcriticolthe thenruling party.

Our Mymensingh Correspondent
adds investigation officer (10} of the
cases, Rafiqul Islamn, assistant super-
intendent of criminal investigation
department (C1D) of police, submit-
ted charge sheets of the eight cases
filed in connection with the serial
bomb blasts in four cinema halls
againstthe three]MBmentothe No |
Cognisance Court.

First Cluss Magistrate Shefali
Hegumaccepted thecharge sheets,

It has been mentoned in the
charge sheets that Salah Uddin,
during interrogation, has confessed
to the plan of attacking the cinema
halls with bombs. At the house of
Shaikh Abdur Rahman in Jamalpur,

Shab-e-Qadr
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their warm greetings to the coun-
trymen. They prayed to the
almighty for welfare of the country
and the Muslim Ummah,
Different religious organisa-
tions will hold discussions, doa and
milad mahfils on the occasion,
BangladeshTelevision, Bangladesh
Betar and private TV channels will
air special programmes highlight-
ing the significance of the holy
night.

B Chowdhury
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He said unity among the political
parties is necessary for the country's
economicandsocial development.

When asked about the “govern-
ment of national consensus,” he said
“It's a new idea. We need to discuss it
within our party.”

UNDP Resident Coordinator
Renata Lok Dessallien, former
adviser to the caretaker government
Rokia Afzal Rahman, AL leaders
Abdul Hamid and Tofail Ahmed,
Jadya Party acting Chairman Anisul
Islam Mahmud, BNP leader
Zahiruddin Swapan, Workers Party
President Rashed Khan Menon,
Krishak Sramik Janata League Chief
Kader Siddiqui, Secretary General of
Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh Maj (retd)
MA Mannan and editors of different
national dailies attended the iftar
party.

he along with few others chalked out
a plan to hit the cinema halls. They
later held another meeting ata house
an College Road hefore their assault
to destroy| four projectors of the
cinemahalls, said sources

Shahee{l, Mizan, Masud and
Kamul werg present at the meeting.
Salah Uddin also gave a confessional
staternent {nder section 164 at the
court of a First Class Magistrate on
June 12,2006,

Salah Uddin is also accused in 14
ather cases filed with different police
statinns i the country. e was
awarglgd papibal panishument in the.,)
Gani Gamez and Hridoy Sarken
murder casgs filed with the Jamalpur
court. Mizan is accused in L4 cases
while Anwilr Hossain is aceused in
four ciuses.

Among the injured in the blasts,
21 were maimed and disabled forlife.
The injurdd include Salimullah
Babu, owrer of Ajanta Cinema,
Fazal, operitor, Shaheen, employee,
Nikhil Sarher, a shopkeeper and
Babu, aspedtator.

One of the injured, Shaheen, a
young boy who now works at a local
NGO, hopdd that justice will be
served. Thejvictims of the blasts are
living misefuble lives and no one
cares for them.

"Mowit hizsbeen proved thatTwas
not involved in the incident. But, [
was sacked from the BSS job without
proper investigation,” said Enamul
tHoque Chowdhury, 3 journlist who
was arrested and tortured on suspi-
cionoflinks [o the blasts.

He demanded reinstatement of
his job at the BSS and demanded
compensiation for his physical,
mentalandiinancial losses.

Nobel Prize
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"Gene targgting in mice has per-
vaded all figlds of biomedicine. lts
impactonthe understanding of gene
function and irs benefits to mankind
will continuf to increase over many
years to comy," itsaid.

To date more than 10,000 mice
genes — approximately half of the
renes in thejmammalian genome --
ave been kijockedout.

Capecchifborninltalyin 1937, isa
human genetics and biology profes-
sor at the Upiversity of Utah, while
British-born|Smithies is a professor
of pathology at the University of
NorthCarolipa.

Evans, bofmin 1941, is the director
of the School of Biosciences and
professor of [mammalian gentics at
Cardiff Univirsity in Britain.

Lastyear, (he prize wentto two US
scientists, Apudrew Fire and Craig
Mello, for diskbavering how to silence
malfunctior)ing genes, a break-
[hrc;uﬁ_!l'l whidhcould lead to an e of
new therapips to reverse crippling
disease,

The mucj&:inc prize is the first
award to be announced in this year's
Nobelseasorl.

The physics prize is o be
announced on Tuesday followed by
the chemistry prize on Wednesday.
The literafure prize will be
annaunced pn Thursday and the
peace prize ofi Friday.

The econdmics prize will weap up
theawardsor)October 15.

The Nobel prizes, founded by
Swedish industrialist Alfred Nnhe?,
were firstawitkdedin 1901,

Nobel, thd inventor of dynamite,
died childlesd in 1896, dedicating his
vast fortune t create "prizes o those
who, during the [Jrucm[ling year, shall
have conferrgd the greatest benefit
onmankind.”

Laureates

receive u gold medal, a
diploma and 10 million Swedish
kronor (153} million dollars, 1.08
million euroyg), which can be split
between up fto three winners per
prize.

The formal awarding of the prizes
will take pldce in Stockholm on
December L0,

~langail-4 canstitugoey,. hps. beep.,

Mainul
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many things were not done cor-
rectly”

Mainul said the politicians
caused harm to themselves by
patronising politicisation in every
sector in the past, resulting in a
horriblesituation.

The adviser sald, "Il we fail to
establish a good government and
justice, people's aspirations will
notbe fulfilled.”

He urged the journalist cammu-
nity to project the ills and
wrongdoings of the society so the
government could take actions to
have remedies.

Mainul again said the present
government is not only working for
holding elections but also for
establishinggood gavernance.

Ex-AL lawmaker
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could notbe known.

A close aide to AL stalwart
Suranjit Sengupta, Manik shotinto
news after his bodyguard and a
Juba League activist were killed ina
blast while making bombs inside
his house at Chhatak March 15,
1999. Two others sustained serious
injuries.

Manik was nothome at the time
of the explosion,

Police and explosives experts of
the army later recovered 10 live
homemade bombs and bomb-
making materials from the scene.

There were allegations that the
bombs were being made to be used
against the rival faction of the party
there.

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) was given the
investigation responsibilities in
this regard and it submitted the
charge sheet with Manik as the
prime accused.

Sylhet Divisional Speedy Trial
Tribunal Judge Shah E Alam
Chowdhury on October 9, 2004
sentenced Manik and two others to
10 years' rigorous imprisonment
each in this connection, He served
22 months in jail but following an
appeal at the High Court, he was
acquitted onAugust 12, 2006.

The other convicts are Manik's
cousin Abul Lais Chowdhury and
Gopal Chandra Das. Gopal has
been absconding since the blast,

Shajahan Siraj
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order on Ocwober 5 to atach all
maovable property of Shajahan Siraj
as he did not appear before the
court.

Shajahan, former lawmaker of

ubsconding slong with his fanily”
members.

4 alleged killers
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Muktar Hossain at Matuail in
Demra on October 4, Acting on his
(nformation, they arrested three
others thesame day.

DB police Joint Commissioner
Abdul Jalil said they confessed o
the murder of Mukul. [ahangir, one
of the arrestees, gave confessional
statement before the court admit-
ting their involvement in the kill-
ing.

Quoting the arrestees, DB paolice
said Dewan Rahat Karim Mukul,
46, a lecturer of School of Business
of NSU, left for his Dhanmondi
residence from NSU at Banani by
an auto-rickshaw on September 25
night.

When the vehicle reached the
Army Stadium, its driver Alal
turned off the engine. The other
arrestees led by their leader Liton,
gotinto the vehicle and beat Mukul
up.

They snatched money and a
mobile phone set from Mukul and
threw him out of the vehicle after
putting ointmentin his eyes,

Mukul was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH)
where the on-duty doctor declared
himdead.

Dr Kamal
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Kamal also suggested that the
probe commission make some
recommendations on politics of
university students and teachers,
Justice Habib told reporters.

Eminent citizens and a good
number of teachers, who met him
earlier, also urged him o make
recommendations on the matter,
headded.

On the recent campus violence,
he said, "Initially, the incident was
accidental and the movement
spontaneous. Then it gained
anotherdimension.”

Asked il there was political
influence on the student move-
ment, Habib said, "The influence
was not torally political, but a
motivated circle in its own interest
was involved inic.”

Regarding participation or
involvermnent of student leaders in
the movement, he said, "Student
leaders did not participate in the
movement, but it cannot be said
they did notactbehind the scenes.”

On the 29th working day of the
commission yesterday, two more
persons came to it to give their
testimony.

The commission has so far
received testimony or suggestions
from 101 persons,

The probe commission is sup-
posed to submit its report by
October 22, but Justice Hahih said
it may be delayed "due o compila-
tion ofthe report”.

NEW.

Wl

82 deported
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was told that a "communication
gap” has led to the incident, said
the secretary.

The mission, following the UAE
immigration's explanation, has
advised the expatriates’ wellare
ministey in Dhaka to ask the
recruiting agencies resend the 82
job seekers to the UAE, he added.

He has already had a meeting
with the recruiting agencies and
asked them to send the B2 job
seekers to the UAE again,
Chowdhury said.

Meanwhile, various sources
concerned including immigra-
tion officials in Bangladesh said
denial of entry by the UAE
authorities occurs frequently and
the issuance of "photocopy visas®
to the job seekers by the country's
authorities is the main reason for
the misunderstanding. These
types of visas also leave room for
manipulation of the visas.

Photocopy visa is a copy of a
visa that the employer in the UAE
sends to Bangladesh for hiring a
worker. The photocopy visa is,
however, arttested by the
Bangladesh mission in the UAE.
Bureau of Manpower
Employment and Training
(BMET) in Bangladesh also issues
immigration certificates alter
verifying the photocopy visas.

Due to the misunderstandings
caused by the photocopy visas,
returned job seekers have to
endure immense sufferings as
they have to make two additional
trips -- back home to Bangladesh
and to the UAE again. All
throughout the ordeal, a job
seeker's future and investment
hangs in the balance while the
recruiting agencies count heavy

losses in the two additional air
tickets for each worker, added the
S0Urces.

According to recruiting agen-
cies, once the workers with pho-
tocopy visas arrive at the UAE
immigration, the immigration
officials verify the visas on com-
puter network. The workers are
notallowed to enter the UAE if the
visas are not found on the immi-
grationcomputer network.

"Around five to ten
Bangladeshis are deported (from
UAE| every week," said an immi-
gration officlalin Dhaka.

But interestingly, after a few
days, the same returned workers
are sent to the country again with
the same visas, he added.

Due to numerous reports of
such returns, the immigration
police asked the government not
to accept photocopy visas when a
job seeker departs the country.
The propasal was rejected as such
a policy might have adverse
impacts on the manpower busi-
ness with the UAE, said sources in
theimmigration police.

Asked on the proposal of the
immigration police, the acting
secretary of the expatriates'
welfare miniscry said, "We cannot
rush to take a decision as we have
to think of the impacts’of a new
system. The proposal is, however,
under consideration.”

According to the manpower
businesses, the UAE and Qatar
are the two countries in the
Middle East that issue photocopy
visas for hiring workers from
Bangladesh.

According to BMET, since 1976
till December 2006, a total of
6,83,388 Bangladeshi workers
have migrated to the UAE.

Nasim gets 13yrs
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Judge Firoz Alam delivered the
verdict in 4 courtroom set up in
the MP Hostel on the National
Parliament premises.

In white pajamas and panjabi,
Nasim was standing in the dock
during the pronouncement of the
verdict. His wife has been
absconding since a Dhaka court
issued arrest warrant against her
inconnection with the case,

Earlier, the police brought
Nasim to the court from
Kashimpur jail. Nasim's relatives
thrgnged, the court and g few

‘were seen inotears as thesjudge

delivered the verdicr.

Defence lawyer Syed Rezaur
Rahman told reporters quoting
Masim that the verdict has been
givenina planned way as partofa
conspiracy against the AL leader.
"We will appeal against the ver-
dict in the higher court,” he said,
adding that Nasim is not satisfied
with the verdict.

Judge Firoz read out the judg-
ment after examining the investi-
gation report, depositions of 42
witnesses--including three in
defence of Nasim, statements of
the accused and arguments of the
prosecution and defence lawyers,

The prosecution lawyers later
told the media that Nasim has
been sentenced to 10 years' rigor-
ous imprisonment under section
27(1) of the ACC Act for acquiring
wealth through dishonest means
and to three years’ imprisonment
under section 26(2) of the act for
submitting false information
about his wealth.

Laila was convicted under
section 109 of the Penal Code and
section 27(1) of the ACC Act for
abetting her husband in acquir-

ing wealth illegally.

The joint forces arrested
Nasim on February 4 midnight.

ACC Deputy Director Akhter
Hossain filed the case against the
detained AL leader and his wife
with Dhanmondi Police Station
for illegally acquiring wealth
worth Tk 1.26 crore.

An ACC investigation later
found that Nasim's illegal wealth
valued atover Tk 1.61 crore andin
their statements Nasim and his

wife concealed informatibn
about Tk 20 bkl . =
The AC i Arges

against Nasim and Laila on July 3
and investgation olficer of the
case ACC Assistant Director
Mahbubul Alam submitted the
chargesheeton July 26.

Nasim's illegal wealth include
furniture worth Tk 23.48 lakh,
electric and electronic appli-
ances worth Tk 22.23 lakh, parts
of sums spent for building a six-
storey apartment at Rajabazar in
Dhaka and a house in Goyla of
Sirajganj, deposits of Tk 3.02 lakh
and Tk 4.7 lakh in [FIC Bank and
Standard Chartered Bank, and Tk
50,000 inalocker in [FIC Bank,

Masim and his wife also con-
cealed information about Tk 9.99
lakh they gave in advance for a
flat.

Mast of the properties were
found to be in the name of Laila
Arjurnand Banu.

Sources said the former minis-
ter accumulated several hundred
crores of taka by allowing instal-
lation of digital telephone lines in
the country and siphoned off to
Singapore.

Heavy rain
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suffered as well, much to the dis-
mayofshopkeepers.

The Metofficeinits bulletin said
heavy to very heavy rainfall would
oceur at different places in Dhaka,
Rajshahi, Khulna, Barisal and
Chittagong divisions today. It
asked all ports, both sea and river
ports, to hoist local cautionary
signal number three.

[t said the monsoon is very
active over Bangladesh and strong
over the north Bay. Squally weather
may continue at the maritime
ports and the sea is expected to
remain rough. It advised small
fishing vessels to take shelter imme-
diately and remain there until
further notice.

Under the influence of the
depression, low-lying areas of the
coastal districts of Chittagong,
Cox's Buzar, Noakhali, Laxmipur,
Bhola, Patuakhali, Barisal,
Chandpur, Barguna, Pirojpur,
Jhalakathi, Bagerhatr, Khulna,
Satkhira and their offshore and
inland chars are likely to be inun-
dated by wind driven tidal surges of
two ta four feet above narmal
height.

Our Barisal correspandent
reparts: Continuous downpour
since Saturday night paralysed city
life and its surrounding areas.

The Barisal Port Authority
hoisted local cautionary signal
number two and banned the plying
aof motor launches (ML) on 28
internal routes from Barisal port
sine die.

Bangladesh Inland Water

Transport Authority {(BIWTA) Port
Officer of Barisal Rafikul Islam said
there is also a ban on motor
launches on a total of 71 river and
coastal routes since Saturday night.

Reports received from coastal
areas said authorities ordered
fishing trawlers to take shelter and
stay there until the weather
improves,

Street hawkers and temporary
markets set up ahead of the Eid
shopping rush did little business as
very few shoppers ventured out.

Our Khulna correspondent
reports: Cargo-handling at Mongla
Port remains suspended since
Sunday due to hostile weather. Life
in Khulnacity was disrupted.

Our Chittagong office reported
that incessant rain disrupted nor-
malcy of the port city and
Chittagong region. It also caused
low-lying areas to gounder water.

According to the Met office at
Patenga, the city and adjoining
areas experienced 135mm of rain-
fall during the last 24 hours ending
atJ:00pm.

Low-lying arcas like Chawk
Bazar, Badurtala, Kapasgola,
Muradpur, Bohaddarhat,
Chandgaon Residential Area,
Katalganj, Sholokbahar, Bakalia,
Prabartak [ntersection near
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital, Agrabad CDA Residential
Area and Halishahar went under
knee-deep to walst-deep water due
to the incessant rain since Sunday
afternoon.

Rain and water logging caused
gridlocks at manyareas.

NBR asks
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Khaleda Zia, and his close associate
Giasuddin Al Mamun, were also
listed. They are -- Rafiqul Islam
Bakul and Towhidul Islam Ashik,
officials of Hawa Bhaban, Sajjadul
Siraj foy, administrative officer of
FHawa Bhaban, Mia Nuruddin Apu,
assistant personal secretary to
'l';lriLY.m and Kamrul Islam, per-
sonal secretary to Mamun,
Account details of former Awami
League {AL) MP Akhtaruzzam
Chowdhury's children
Anisuzzaman Chowdhury,
Ashikuzzaman Chowdhury,
Roksana Zaman Chowdhury, Afroza
Zaman Chowdhury and Farhana
Zuman Chowdhuryweresought.
The list also include former AL
MP All Heza Raju and six of his
family members, Md Abu Hanif
Patowary and three of his family
members, Captain Md Azizul
Hasan and six of his family mem-
bers, Md Kutub Uddin Ahmed and
three of his family members, .
The businesses in the list are
Eastern Housing Group, GQ
Ballpen Industries Lud, Marshall
Distilleries, Al-Amin Constructions
Pvt Lidand SoundValley.

Harris
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The case statement said Harris
amassed wealth worth Tk 19.40
lakh illegally in connivance with
theotheraccused.

The ather accused are his wife
Hosne Ara Chowdhury, son Naim
Shafi Chowdhury, daughter Samira
Tanjil, brother Selim Chowdhury,
sister-in-law Jahanara Chowdhury,
Akhlasur Nahar, Masum Ahmed,
Mosharraf Hossain Thakur and
Harris' private secretary Ziaul Islam,

Harris went into hiding soon
after the present caretaker govern-
ment launched crackdown on
high-profile graft suspects.

Abdul Karim, ACC deputy direc-
tor, filed the case against Obaidul
and his family with Ramna Police
Station

In the case, the ACC depury
director stated that Obaidul Karim,
his wife and son did not mention
their wealth worth over Tk 6.36
crorein the statement submitted to
the commission,

ALacting GS
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Calling upon the Jubo League
leaders and workers w0 remain
united and work for the party,
Ashrafsaid, "There is no alternative
to unity of the party.”

"I had talks with Abdur Razzak
and Suranjit Sengupta (AL presid-
ium members) in London and both
have told me they also want unity
ofthe party," he said.

Ashraf said misinformation has

obeen spread insthe name ofipro-,

refara) and anti-refurm, He orgbd
all not to spread such misleading
information. The AL leader
directed the jubo League leaders to
resist those who have been spread-
ingthe misleading information,

Ashraf said discussion on AL
reforms will be held in the next
meeting of the party's central
working comimnittee,

The AL leader, who returned
home from London on Thursday,
observed that there is no reason to
keep the state of emergency in
force,

“The government has repeat-
edly been saying that the law and
order of the countey is normal, So,
in this cireumstance, Lthink thereis
no need to keep the state of emer-
gencyinforce,” said Ashraf.

Ashrafl said they will participate
in the next election whenever it
takes place. "I believe that the
detained party chief Sheikh Hasina
will be released by that time and we
will take part in the polls under her
leadership.”

Jubo League presidium mem-
ber Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
presided over the meeting while
Joint Secretary Mujibur Rahman
Chowdhuryconductedit.

Hatirjheel project
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In addition, low-lying areas in the
middle of Hatirjheel will be devel-
oped and the wastewater will be
disposed, Roads and walkways will
be built around the whole
Hatirjheel area to check illegal
grabbing of land and stop traffic
congestian.

Besides, there will be driveways
by the canal from behind Hotel
Sonargaon to Rampura, an over-
pass on the Tongi Diversion Road
on the east part of Panthapath,
bridge connecting Moghbazar
Wireless Gate and Tejgaon
Industrial Area, forestation, bus
bays and parking spaces.

Eleven kilometres of road and
fontpath, ta-kilometre walkway,
320-metre bridge and 250-metre
overpass will be built.

Other projects got the go-ahead
vesterday include National
Agriculture Technological Project
(fiest phase) at Tk 604 crore,
Bangladesh Marine Fisheries
Capacity Building Projectat Tk 119
crore, Regional Fisheries and
Livestock Development Project
(Barisal Component at Tk 101
crore, Regional Fisheries and
Livestock Development Project
(Noakhali Component) at Tk 77
crore and Moulvibazar
Metcorological Radar System
Setup Project at Tk 88 crore,

In addition, systems loss reduc-
ing of acquired electricity lines
(revised project) estimated at
Tk1024 crore, Shikolbaha 150 MW
power plant construction at Tk 778
crore, construction of bridge over
Bolleshwar river (revised project)
at Tk 36 crore, shed, expansion and
development of Dhaka Railway
Station {revised project) at Tk 30
crore, BMR of KPM Ltd projecrarTk
182 crore and Leather Industry
City, Dhaka, (revised} project at Tk
545 crore were also approved.
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Markets buzzing
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shops everyday from morning till
night, butthe volume of sales is quite
dismal,

The Daily Star talked to the holi-
day shoppers in the last five days and
found out that a large number of
thermn are quite frustrated by the sky
high prices of garments and fabrics
on the market.

Many shoppers said they are not
daring yet to buy anything new this
holiday season due to the svaring
prices of garments, on top which the

rice hike of essential commadities
15 also making it difficult for them w
buy anything new by constantly
pushingup the living cost.

Some of them said the traders are
asking for such high prices that it
seems they are in it to make all their
profits during this holiday season
alone.

"It seemns that the traders are ina
drive to make all the profits before
the Eid. Prices of fabrics and dresses
are increasing by the day although
our income has been stuck at one
point...can you tell me how the mid-
dle and lower income group familics
will afford to buy something new for
the Eid?" asked a visibly frustruted
Anwar Flossain, who works for a
private firm and was trying to buy
something from New Markel.

“I've got my salary and the bonus
butstll couldn't buy anything for my
family due to the high prices of
clothes," hesaid adding, " Giftsfor my
two sons and my mother still rernain
to be bought and [ am searching
frantically for something affordable.”

Nasim Reza, who was shopping at
Ayesha Super Market, claimed the
traders are making 10010 150 percent
profitfromeach sale.

"Last year [ bought a panjabi for
400 tuka. But this year the traders are
asking double that price for a similar
panjabi,” hesaid,

Meanwhile, readymade gar-
ments traders said the volume of
sales has dropped significanty this
year although people of the Hindu
community have also already started
their Puju shopping, adding to the
rushofthe Eid shoppers,

The traders s;l.idI they have noth-
ingtodo with the price hike since the

rices of almost all mw materials
includingcottonwentup.

"After the 22nd Ramadan last year
the sales were of 50,000 taka a day but
this year the sales have dropped to'Tk
30,000," said Rezaul Karim, owner of
a readymade garment shop in
Karwan Bazar.

"But, [ am hopeful that the sales
will pick up a couple of days before
the Eid," he however added.

The traclers also said the prices of
arments have been shooting up for
1e last twa months due to the price

hike of cottan and anoverall increase
in the production cost,

Rathan Kabir, who was in Banga
Bazar Super Market on Sunday, said
the increase in the living cost 15 also

“making Eid shopping difficult this
year.

He said, "I used to be able 1o save
some money from omy salary in
previous yedars, but now [ can’tsave i
single paisa as every thing [eam goes
to by food and other essentials,”

Mona, a student of Home
Economics College who was roam-
ing through Gausia Super Market
and the adjacent markets with her
ounger sister, said it took her five
wurs to find an affordable three-
piece salwar-kameez sct for her
sister

“The money [ brought with me to
buy dresses for both of us is ili]’t.’it(li,’
spent buying my sister's dress, [will
have to come back tomarrow o huy
myown," shesaid.

Garment industry worker, Abdul

Delwar protests

FROM PAGE 16
Khaleda has the birth and constitu-
tional right to stay in the country,

"Khaleda is a citizen of the
country and the leader of a major
political party and she served the
country as prime minister three
times,” he said while talking w
reporters at his NAM flat in the
capital yesterday.

He said, "The adviser cannot say
something like this about one's
inherentright.”

BNP Secretary General said
cspelled BNP secretary general
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
announced his reform proposal
“with a certain mission in mind”
and the party has no affiliation with
it

Meanwhile, pro-Bhuivan leader
Ashral Hossain, after meeting
Bhuiyan at his Gulshan home,
yesterday said they want to reform
the party so none can amass illegal
wealth in future using the party.

Musharraf
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crash near the town of Garhi
Dopuatta, some 20km from
Muzatfarabad,

Military rescue teams had
reached the area and cordoned it
off.

Television foorage aken soon
after the accident showed hun-
dreds of local people helping the
injured and dousing the smoking
wreckage with water from a nearby
river.

Musharraf was due o make a
speech hailing Pakistan's recavery
efforts -« led by the military -- after
the giant 7.6- magnitude quake nwo
years ago, which also left 2.5 mil
lion people homeless.

The crash came two days after
Musharraf, a key US ally, swept to
victory in a presidential election.
However he must wait until later
this month for the Supreme Court
to officially confirm the result.

Several helicopters involved in
the massive quake rescue opera-
tion have ecrashed in the mountain-
ous terrain of Kashmir, a
Himalayan territory split between
Pakistan and rival India.

In March 2006 a Red Cross
helicopter crashed while ferrying
food to earthquake survivors,
injuring the two South African erew
metibers,

Six Pakistani soldiers were killed
when another Mi-17 crashed days
after the quake.

Khaleque, who was checking the
prices of garments being sold by a
street vendor in Karwan Bazar on
Sunday evening said, "1 came 1o
know the prices of dresses for my
parents and three siblings who live in
Bogra. | will buy the gifts for thein
after gewing my salary and the
honus.”

"But [ don't know whether [ will
be able to buy all the things Twant o
give them in the Fid with my salary,
Mareover the overtime pay is also
verylittle,” he added.

Abdul Jalil, a street vendor of
readymade garments in Karwan
Bazar, said, "T have been in the busi-
ness here for theeast 20 years. But
sales are poor this year compared to
thelastcouple of years” Fid seasons.”

He however expressed his satis-
faction over the nascent absence of
extartionists in the marketthis year,

"Inthelast couple of years wehad
to pay at least a hnﬁfnfuur incorme to
the extortionists, buc this year
although the sales are bad, we are
nonetheless happy that we are not
beingfleeced by the goons,” he said.

Asalesperson in Tareq Fashion at
Farmview Super Market said they are
gelting afraid looking at the dismal
volurne ol sales this holiday season.

“Since the Durga Puja will start
just in a couple of days following the
Eid, we purchased a huge amount of
iterns. But the sales are so depressing
that it has become tough for the
management o even pay our sala-
rivs," hesaid.

Karwan Bazar is one of the
famous places for buying items for
Zakat. But the traders in Karwan
Bazar claimed that the sales of Zakat
items have also plummeted signifi-
cantly,

The sales of clothes that peaple
buy for Zakat have (il‘(l[][li.'[f o 20
percent of the last few years' sales,
theysaid,

ACC to launch
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The ACC secretary also apprised
the newsmen of the present state of
thecases against the 142 suspects.

The ACC earlier served notices
to L4l corruption suspects asking
them to submitwealth statements,
and 117 of them complied. The
ACC filed non-submission cases
against five of the 141, and it is
preparing four more nan-
submission cases against four af
the remaining suspects who did
not submit their wealth state-
Ments.

The commission is now investi-
gating 37 of the 141 suspects and it
readied first information reports
against 33 others. Charge sheets
were submitted against 19 other
suspects while 10 others are being
tried in the court currently. The
coures also delivered verdicts
againstnine pecsons of the corrup-
tion suspects

“Apart from the T the comamis-
sion on its own effort submitted
charge sheets against 23 other
suspects ncluding Mosaddak Al
Faldu, Masiruddin Pintu, and a joint
LA CONMUIMIASIO N er,

The commnrission could not tike
any action against ane of the cor-
ruption suspects as he had led o
writ petittan with the High Court.

The ACC secretary also said all
the steps regarding appointment
process dand required  qualifica-
tions for ACC appointments will he
made public in [LL' media once the
draft of the appointment rules is
approved by the authorities con-
cerned.

"As different ministries are
involved with the process ol
appraving the new rules, it will take
awhile,” he said.

Ht.‘jll?’irl;: 10 & question repard-
ing the proposed Truth
Cominission, the ACC secretury
said, "This mater Is still under
pracess, Until the government
linalises the matter, everything will
run s usual”

.
Myanmar junta
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brought backinto the faith.

It came with the UN Security
Council due Monday toweigh adraft
statement condemning the military
reginie.

The non-hinding text, drafted by
the United States, Dritainand France,
wis submitted after the world hady
heard a report from UN cnvoy
Ibrahim Gambari on his recent
mission to defuse the crisis.

The statement condemns “vio-
lent repression of peaceiul demon-
strations” and urges Myanmar's
rulersto "cease repressive nmieasures”
and release detainess a5 well as
political prisoners, including oppuosi-
tion leader Aung San Suu Ky,

However, diplomars in New York
said itwas likely wo be toned down ar
the request of China, Russia amd
possibly Indonesia.

The donations were Litest in o
series of gestures by the military
aimed at easing domestic and inter-
national pressureon the regiine.

During the weekend the mulitary
trumpeted its release of more than
half of 2,171 people arrested in the
crackdown and noted thatnearky 100
of 533 monks detained had been
"sent hack to their respective monas-
teries.”

State media reported that por-
nography and weapons, inchiding
one pistol and 13 slingshots, had
been confiscated during raids an the
monasteres.

Junita chiet Senior General Than
Shwe has indicated he is prepared o
meet Aung San Suu Kyi, although the
offer came with heavy conditions
including that she end support for
sanctions.

Gambari was allowed to see the
democracy leader, who has spemt
mostof the last 1 vears under house
arrest, on his mission here @ week
[]g['l.

The United States hus led calls o
her release, and warned Friday that
could push for UM sanctions, includ-
ing an arms embargo, if the ruling
generals pursue the crackdown on
pro-democracy protesters.



