Babar questioned
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with a case filed for embezzling Tk 95
lakh ofthe bank.

The Anti-corruption
Comnmission (ACC) pressed charges
against Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) ward commissioner
Chowdhury Alam, his family mem-
bers inaease filed inconnection with
concealing their actual wealth in the
wealth statement submitted to the
ACC earlier,

CASEAGAINST BABAR

judge Sayed Jahed Mansur of the
Metropolitan Special ‘Tribunal-9
yustentlay asked Babar to explain in
defence about the charges that have
been brought against him and the
statements of the 16 prosecution
wilnesses. Babar pleaded not guilty
anddemandedjustice.

The case was filed on June 3 in
connection with illegal possession of
firearms and ammunition under the
ArmsAct.

The same court earlier recorded
statements of witnesses including
sub-inspector (S1) Helal Uddin, the
complainantofthecase. :

The army-led joint forces recov-
cred fuul‘-ﬁ:eannsl--a shotgun, a rifle,
a pistol, @ Brazilian revolver, two
magazines and 297 bullets--at
Babar's Gulshan home on May 28.
Police sald Babar failed to show any
documentsforthe foreign revolver.
CASEAGAINSTPINTU
Judge Mohammad Azizul Iaq of the
Dhaka Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court isstied an arrest war-
rant ‘against Pintu's wife Nasima
Akhterinconnection with acase filed
for concealing wealth warth around
Tk 2188 crore in their statement
submitted to the ACC.

On October 2, ACC Assistant
Director Nasiruddin Ahmed, also the
investigation (10) of the case, sub-
mitted the charge sheet against Pintu
and his wife to the Chief
Metropalitan Magistrate’s Court
(CMM), Dhaka, showing 61 prosecu-
tion witnesses,

Nasimahas heenatlarge since the
case filed against her. Her hus-
band, Pintu, was sent to jail in
February this year after he surren-
deredtothe court.

On_ fune 13, ACC Assistant
Director Nurul Alam filed the case
with Hazaribagh Police Station
against the couple for concealing
wealth worth over Tk 21.88 crore in
theirwealth statements submitted to
the ACCearlier.
CASEAGAINSTSQCHY
The same court yesterday fixed
October 3 for the hear ng, on charge
framing against Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury, parliamentary affairs
adviser to detained former prime
minister KhaledaZia, inacase filedin
connection with concealing his
wealth in the statement submitted to
theACConFebruary 25,

‘Un QOctober 2, ACC De

Director Moniruzzaman, who o

chees tevvestiggabeett olleer Tor o i
case, submited the cliarge sheet o
the CMM's Court, showing 47 people
asprosecution wilnesses.

On June 13, ACC Assistant
Director SMM Akhter Hamid
Bhuiyan filed the case with Ramna
Police Station, accusing Salauddin of
hiding two vehicles valued over Tk
I.17 croreinhiswealthstatement.
CASE AGAINST EX-BANK
OFFICIALS .
The same court yesterday issued
arrest warrants against five former
officials of Oriental Bank Ltd in a case
filed in connection with embezzling
Tk95lakh rom the principal office of
thebankat Motijheel in thecity.

The accused are ex-senior vice-
president of Oriental Bank Ltd Shah
Mohammad Harun, ex-assistant
vice-president Mohammad Fazlur
Rahman, ex-senior executive vice-
president Mahmud Hossain, ex-
executive vice-president Kamrul
Islam and former deputy managing
director Imamul Haq.

On October 1, ACC Assistant
Director Rafiquzzaman, also the 10
ol the case, submitted the charge
sheetagainst the five peopleshowing
L4 peopleas prosecutonwitnesses.

ACC Assistant Director Abdul
Latif filed the case against them with
Motijheel Police Station on
December29lastyearin this connec-
tion.

The accused in collusion with
others, submitied fake documents,
dreay the amount from the bank
through six cheques on different
dates and embezzled the money, the
firstinformation report said.
CASEAGAINSTMILLAT
The same court issued an arrest
warrant against former BNP law-
maker M Rashiduzzaman Millat
after National Board of Revenue
(NBR) filed a case aguainst him in

connectionwith evading income tax.

His firm, Sourav Tradin
International Lid, allegedly mmdcﬁ-
income tax against the income of Tk
451 crore durng fiscal years 1998
and 2007, He is the managing direc-
torofthe firmaswell.

Deputy Tax Commissioner
Mridul Kanti Dasofthe NBRhad filed
the caseagainstMillat.
CASEAGAINSTCHYALAM
ACC Assistant Director Abdul Latif
submitted the charge sheet against
DCC ward commissioner
Chowidhury Alam, his brother, wile,
son, daughters, son-in-law and
brothersin-law in the grait case filed
in connection with concealing Tk 7
crorein theirwealth statements.

The jaccused are Alam's wife
Hasing Chowdhury, brother
Khorshed Alam Minw, son Abu
Sayed, daughters Mahmuda Akhter
and Mahfuza Akhter, son-in-law
Selim Miah and brother-in-law
RahamatAli Labu.

Of them, Alam is now in jail while
the others have been absconding
since the case was filed against them.,
The 10 prayed for issuance of arrest
warrantsagainst then.,

ACC  Assistant Director Talebur
Rahman filed the case against Alam
and others on June 13 with Khilgaon
PoliceStation.
VERDICTAGAINST EX-MP SHAFI
The verdict of a case filed against
detained former BNP lawmaker
Shafi Ahmed CHowdhury in connec-
tion with misappropriating relief
materials will be delivered on
October 11, our staff carrespondent
inSylhetreports.

Magistrate Devijit Sinha of Sylhet
Speedy Trial Court yesterday fixed
the date after the completion of
arguments.

Earlier, the same court sent the
former lawmaker to jail an
September 18 after he surrendered
beforeit.

Police filed a case against Shali
and his neighbours Sclim Ahmed, an
employee of Pubali Bank, after joint
forces seized reliel materials at
Shafi's ancestral home in February
thisyear.Selimisalso behind bars,
CHARGES FRAMED AGAINST AL
FRONT LEADER
A Dhakia court yesterday framed
charges against president of Awami
Swechchhasebak League AFM
Bahauddin Nasim in connection
with a sedition case filed five years
ago.

Judge Aman Ullah at the Fourth
Additional Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court fixed October 30 for
triul. Bahauddin Nasim jumped bail
andisabsconding now.

On July 25 this year, investigation
officer (10) Munshi Atiqur Rahman,
also an assistant commissioner of
police (ASP) at the Criminal
[nvestigation Department (CID),
submited the charge, shest befoie

Chidl Metropolitan Magistrates

Coutt, Dlhaka i b preipile s
prosecutdonwitnesses,

Muohammad Dulal Uddin Akaned,
the then ASP of Faridpur zone CID,
arrested Bahauddin Nasim on
February 27, 2002 at Zia
International Airport and seized
$6,300, three passports, twao tickets,
eight books and some CDs.

Later, Akand filed the case with a
Dhaka court on March L1, 2002,
accusingﬂasim of acting against the
country ssovereignty and tarmishing
itsimageabroad.

The complainant alleged that the
CDs contained "false and fabricated
scenes of torture” on the minority
Hindu community in the country,
videos of ransacking Dhaka
University dormitory rooms and
houses at different parts of the coun-
try by the so-called activists of the
four-party alliance,

He said the CDs contained "fake"
videos of ransacking puja mandaps
after the 2008 general elections,

"Such actvities might destroy
communa! harmony and worsen the
country's law and order simuation,”
the plaintiff observed in his case
statement.

Masim later obtained bail from
the High Court. The bail was
cancelledonAugust 14 thisyearas he
didnotappear before thecourt,
PABON'SBANKACCOUNTINFO
The ACC yesterday sent letters to all
commercial banks asking them o
give information on Akhrar Hamid
Paban, san of BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwiair Hossain.

The anti-graft bodyalso asked the
hanks to provide detailed transac-
tion recards of Paban and informa-
tion on his business house,
Khandaker Enterprise.

The information is required for
proper investigation, the ACC letter
said.

GP fined Tk 168cr
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earlier fined some other cell phone
campanies for indulging in illegal
VolP business.

A HRab team had earlier met
Banglalink authorities and showed
them the evidence it gathered on the
company’s illegal VoIP aperation.
The authorities admitted that illegal
VolP operators used theirequipment
for such operation in the past but
stoppeditinfanuary.

Aktel's massive illegal VoIP opera-
rion was also detected in the recent
past in a Rab rid at its office in
Gulshan. Rab recovered huge equip-
ment along with financial records
which indicate that Aktel was earn-
ing between Tk 100 crore and Tk 180
crore a year from this operation. A
casewnsfiledagainstthecompany.
GP'SVERSION
In a press release yesterday, GP said
the company has agreed to make a
one-time payment to the govern-
ment as compensation for revenue
lass duetouse of GPsubscriptions by
some customers to illegally ransfer
international calls.

GP has fully cooperated with the
law enforceinent agencies and BTRC

_investigating the case.

GP has not actively taken enough
measures to prevent the use of its
products by some customers for
illegally terminating international
calls. Acknowledging that this has
caused the government loss of reve-
nues, GP has agreed to pay compen-
sation forit, the press release said.

“In this case, measures for moni-
toring general usage by certain
customers groups could have pre-
vented customers wrongful use of
our products and thus loss of reve-
nue for the government. Such mea-
sures are now being taken," said
Anders[ensen, chiefexecutive officer
(CED) of GP:

"This ['}rﬂctice has been increas-
ing over the last few years, leading to
illegal termination into most mobile
operators: networks, The govern-
ment is now [ocusing on this prac-
tice, We support all luw enforcement
activities o ensure that the telecom-
munication sector in Bangladesh
and the customers adhere to the laws
and regulations of the country,” he
said.

"We also support all discussions
on how to ensure alevel-playing field
intheindustry,” Jensensaid

.t
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They were handed over (o
Bangladesh yesterday following a
request from the Bangladeshi
authorities.

Police sources said that the
arrested criminals are infamous
although their names were not
included in the list of 23 top crimi-
nals declared by the then govern-
ment on Decemnber 27, 2001 in the
wake of severe slide in law and
order.

The government also
announced bounties for their
arrest.

As the top criminals fled the
country following the listing, Taj,
[brahim and Lambu Selim played
key role in running their gang and
continuing crimes including mur-
der and extortions in Mirpur,
Kafrul, Bhashantek and Mohakhali
areas.

In several phases, the present
povernment handed over lists of
373 suspected criminals, who are
reportedly hiding in India, to the
Indian authorities. The names of
these three were on the list, police
sources said,

Our Benapole correspondent
adds: A team of 30 CID oﬂﬁciuls of
West Bengal, led b?r Assistant
Superintendent of Police Swapan
Saha, brought the three criminals
to the camp of Border Security
Force (BSF) at Petrapole at noon,
After completing the formalities,
they handed over the three to a 12-
member team of CID led by CID
Additional SP Abdullah Aref.

Tariqul
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Sharfuddoula. Twelve people have
been named as prosecution wit-
nessesinthe charge sheet.

Thi charge sheet, however,
exempted another son of the for-
mer minister whose name was
includedin thelistof 24 individuals
as accused in the first information
report {FIR).

Earlier, a case was filed against
28 individuals including the four
mentioned in the charge sheet
after joint forces on March 2 recov-
ered 27 pieces of corrugated iron
sheets from the office of an NGO
named Astha ih the Ghope area of
Jessore town. Tariqul Islam's wife
Nargis Begum is the founder of
Astha.

Nazrul [slam, project imple-
mentation officer of Jessore sadar
upazila, filed the case with Kotwali
Pulice Station for misappropria-
tion of government n:iic?suppllt:s
meant for distribution among the
destitute.

Maldives
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e ol those in detention have
vere--d 1o their involvement in

theSeptember 29 attack.

The blast at Sultan Park, a
favourite stop for foreigners and
locals in Male, wounded two
Britons, two Japanese and eight
Chinese. The British couple suf-
fered extensive burns and had to be
airlifted home.

Police said the homemade
bomb was activated by a mobile
phone and packed with two gas
canisters and concrete nails. It was
the first such attack in the island
nation.

Shiyam said they were still on
the lookout for two Maldivians.
Officers from the US Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) are
also assisting the investigation.

No group has claimed responsi-
bility for the blast.

Assistant Commissioner of
Police Abdulla Riyaz told reporters
in Male that it was still to early to
say if those arrested were linked to
Islamic extiemist or foreign terror
organisations. .

"We are still on the lookour for
twao maore suspects... it is still too
early to comment as the investiga-
tion is notcomplete,” Riyaz said.

. The Maldives atiracts around
600,000 tourists each year and the
leisure sector is a key driver of the
economy of just under a billion
dollars.

About 700 kilometres (400
miles) southwest of Sri Lanka,
Maldives is made up 1,192 coral
islands and is one of the richest
nations in South Asia with a per-
capitaincome of 2,674 dollars.

Garment factory
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treatment to Mujibur and taking
NEeCessary 5teps.

But when the rumour of
Mujibur's death spread yesterday,
the workers went berserk. They
damaged furniture and machinery
ofthe factory.

They also assaulted Mamun, a
supervisor of the factory, for his
alleged involvement in the attack
onMujibur.

Later, they came out of the
factory in a procession and tried 1o
put up barricade on the nearhy
road.

On information, Rab and
policemen rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under con-
trol. A cop was injured in the inci-
dent.

S0HURTIN STAMPEDE
Meanwhile, at least 50 garment
workers, fearing an outbreak of fire,
were injured in a stampede at a
Sweater factory at Hotapara in
Gazipuryesterday, reports UNB,

Lacal sources said the stampede
occurred in the moming when
panic-stricken workers of “Zahin
Tex" tried to come outof the factory
through the staircase after the
steam light of the factory snapped
withabang.

Injured workers were given
treatment at the factory health
centre.
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President lajuddin Ahmed and
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
attended the janaza with a large
number of people from all walks of
life.

Law and Information Adviser
Barrister Mainul [Hosein, Religious
Affairs Adviser Maj Gen (retd) Dr
ASM- Matiur ftahman, Chief of
Army Staff Gen Moeen U Ahmed,
Chiel of Naval Sraff Vice Admiral
Sarwar [ahan Nizam, PSO of Armed
Forces Division Lt Gen
Masududdin Chowdhury, former
president HM Ershad, lamaat-e-
Islami Ameer Matiur Rahman
MNizami, Shaikhul Hadith Maulana
Azizul Hug, 10] chairman Mufii
Fazlul Huq Aminee, senior Pesh

Mufti Mohammad Nuruuddin and
Pir of Charmonai Maulana Rezaul
Karim, among others, attended the
janaza.

He was laid to rest at Azimpur
Graveyardat-:00pmyesterday.

Maulana Obaidul Haq was
appointed Khatib of the Baitl
Mukarram mosque in 1984, He
held the post till his death,

Born on May 2 in 18928 to
Zahurul Haq -- himselfa pious man
-- in- Zakiganj upazila of Sylhet,
Maulana Obaidul Haq was
schooled at neighbouring
Biyanibazar Quomi Madrasa
where he honed his skills in Arabic,
Urduand Persian.

He also studied at Munshibazar

his father, for two years.

The late Khatib then headed for
the famous Darul Uloom Deoband
Madrasa in 1942 and received
special expertise in Tafsir and
Hadith from Maulana Haossain
Ahmad Madani and Hazrat Idris
Kandulabhi.

He was one of the founders of
the Nizam-e-Islam Party in
Pakistan.

Maulana Obaid later joined
Dhaka's Bara Katara Hossainya
Ashraful Uloom Madrasa in 1950,
teaching Bukhari and Tirmizi
Sharif. In 1952 he joined Dhaka
Aliya Madrasa as a teacher, where
he lectured on Hadith as a
Muhaddis between 1964 and 1971.

imam of Baitul Mukarram Mosque

Ayerngaon Madrasa, founded by

Khatib Obaidul Haq

He served as an assistant profes-
sor at the Tafsir Department from
1971 to 1973, and was the addi-
tional vice principal from 1973
through L9749,

He was the Shaikhul Hadith at
Chittagong's Patia Madrasa
between 1986 and 1987, and held
the same position at Sylhet's Jamia
Kasim-ul Dargah Madrasa since
1987 until his death.

He was also a professor at Fayzul
Uloom Madrasa at Azimpur in the
city.

Thelate Khatib was amember of
National Sharia Council and served
as the chairman at the Sharia coun-
cil of a number of other organisa-
tions, including Islami Bank and
Islami Insurance.

He authored nine books and
received Khelafat title from Hazrat
Maulana Hossain Ahmad Madani
of Deoband and later from
Maulana Mohammadullah Hafezzi
Huzur.

The Khatib was also one of the
main conveners of the Khatme
Mabuwat Movement, and the
president of Majlis-e-Tahafuz-e-
Khatam-e-Nabuwat.
CONDOLENCES
President lajuddin Ahmed has
expressed deep shock at the death
of Khatib Maulana Obaidul Hag.

Country's religious people
would ever remember, with deep
gratitude, Maulana Obaidul Haq's
contribution to promoting and
expanding Islam, said President
lajuddin, recalling the professional
life of the Khatib.

In a condolence message, the
president also said the Khatib
played a leading role in different
national issues to maintain com-
munal harmonyin the country. The
country lost a noted Islamic
thinker at the death of Maulana
Obaidul Hug, he added.

The president prayed for the
salvation of the departed soul and
conveyed sympathy to the
bereaved family members.

Religious Affairs Advisor Maj
Gen Dr ASM Matiur Rahman (retd)
also expressed deep shock at the
death of Maulana Obaidul Haq.
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leaderships bred corruption leav-
ing the economy in crisis and

. r—uaiuuling the bigbusingssds wall ")

Asked why the government is
not sitting with politicians te wach
a national reconciliation, being
witnessed In countries like
Myanmar and Pakistan, the adviser
said the politicians have failed
miserably in making democracy
functioning and establishing good
governance despite having elec-
tions and elected governments in
the past. '

"We've no conflict or enmity
with politicians, but the politicians
who are responsible for this crisis
need to learn a tough lesson,” he
told another questioner.

Asked if the owo former prime
ministers --Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina-- now n sub-jails on
charges of corruption could be
interned in their respective houses,
he said the government wanted
them to stay outside but they did
not cooperate. they are responsi-
ble for their own deeds.

Meantime, talking to reporters
after a meeting at home ministry
on curbing of smuggling yesterday,
he said the proposed Truth
Comimission is not going to he
exclusively for businessmen.

"Nowhere in the law it will be
written thatitis going to be formed
only for the businessmen," Mainul
sald yesterday, backtracking from
his previous statement that the
commission was going to be
formed to have confessions exclu-
sively from businessmen for set-
tling corruption charges against
them, shart ol trials.

He however admitted that the
government is thinking more
about the businessmen while it
was discussing the idea of forming
the commission.

As different quarters including
politicians and rights activists
came up with strong criticisms in
the last few days against the idea of
praviding the opportunity exclu-
sively to businessmen, the law
adviser yesterday said the govern-
ment has yet to finalise the details
ofthelaw.

When asked repeatedly whether
politicians will also get the chance
of plea bargain or confessions
before the Truth Commission to
avoid trials, the law adviser avoided
a direct reply and rather said it is
difficult for him to reply to those
questions at the moment since the
lawhas yetto geta full shape.

"We have just floated the idea.
By disclosing it, we wanted 1o get
people's apinions about the idea,"
he said.

While talking to reporters on
September 3, the law adviser said
businessmen may plead guilty of
acquiring wealth through dishon-
est means before the commission
and may ask it to fine them or take
away their illegally-earncd wealth
as retribution.

On the question of why politi-
cians will not have access to the
commission, he earlier made it
clear that the government wanis to
try corrupt politicians undes the
exisiting systemofjudicial trial.

Truth Commission

But yesterday when the law
adviser was asked whether the
people an the latgst list of corrup.
tion suspects will get the sehge of
confessing before the Truth
Commissien, he replied, “l hope
they'll definitely get the chance.
But I'll have to look into the matter
since the law has yet to geta com-
pleteshape.”

Asked whether politicians who
are facing minor corruption
charges will be allowed to make
confessional statements before the
commission to avoid trials, Mainul
once again said, "It is not possible
for me to answer all the questions
atthe momentsince the law hasyet
to get a complete shape,” adding,
"But it is a good sign that these
questionsare comingup.”

Mainul however defended his
previous stance that corruption by
businessmen should be dealt
differenty.

"It is true that businessmen
have got invelved in corruption.
But they also have an important
role to play in the country's econ-
omy. When businessmen can't do
business, the economy falls into a
crisis," Mainul elucidated.

"Since the crimes of business-
men are different in nature and we
do need them, we have to adjudi-
cate their cases much quicker,” the
adviser said clairifying it further
that it does not mean that the
corrupt businessmen are going to
bespared.

Saying that all crimes cannot be
judged by the same scale, he said,
"When we introduce the system of
plea bargain, all will not he able to
claim it as a right. The government
will have to scrutinise the nature
and gravityofeach crime.”

The prosecution, not the gov-
ernment, will decide whether a
specific person may avail a plea
bargain, said the lawadviser.

On how long it might take to
form the commission, the law
adviser said, "We won't need much
time to give ita shape. We should be
able to da it quickly for the sake of
the economy.”

EC to conduct
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the reporters yesterday at his office
disclosing the plan of the visit.

The EC would next discuss the
ways to enrol expatriates living in
other countries. "We will make
visits in other countries in future, if
necessary,” headded.

The Bangladeshi citizens living
overseas have been demanding
registering their names in the voter
listforalong time.

Eilection Commissioner Sohul
had earlier said that the number of
Bangladeshi expatriates stands at
around one crore.

"The field level task of voter
listing will begin in at least 62
places across the country from
early next month,"” Sohul said
replyingto aquestion.

The EC plans to use 7,200
laptops and other required equip-
ment ta register around 1.39 crore
voters.

The local election offices are
now making preparations to start
the task in accordance with the
plan.

ACC goes to court
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move (o put the Gatco graft case
under Emergency Power Rules
(EPR). The HC also issued a rule
against the ACC and other authori-
ties concerned to cxplain why
placing the case under EPR shall
not be declared illegal.

The ACC sources said as the
Supreme Court stayed the HC
ruling, the ACC was able 1o move
for getting the permission o quiz
Khaleda and confiscate bank docu-
ments and records,

They said as the case is under
EPR, the ACC can, if it wanted to,
confiscate bank documents in
connectionwith the Gatco case but
il higher courts in future declare
the inclusion of EPR was illegal
then the move to confiscate bank
documents would face legality
questions.

"So, according to section 94 of
the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), we filed the application
with the court seeking permission
to selze bank documents, which is
the standard procedure," said an
ACC official.

Explaining the necessity of
confiscating bank documents, ACC
sources said the Chittagong Port
Authorities (CPA) paid Gatco for
their work. The ACC already has
some information about the pay-
ments but it needs to check
whether there were any irregulari-
ties.

Sources said the ACC needs 1o
have bank records and documents
from Sonali Bank, local branch at
Motijheel, Dhaka, and Prime Bank,
Bananibranch.

The sources also said the ACC
needs to quiz the former premierin
order to have herstatement regard-
ing the allegations brought against
herinthe Gatco case,

The ACC on September 2 filed
the graft case against Khaleda,
Arafat and 11 others. So far, this is
the only graft case that has been
filed against the BNPchief.

The accused were charged with
violating tender conditions and
appointing Gatco, ignoring its lack
of experience and skill, to manage
the cargo handlingat the ports.

The co-accused in the case are
ex-chairmen of Chittagong Port
Autharity (CPA) Commuodare (retd)
Zulfiqur Ali and AMM Shahadat
Hossain, ex-director (transport) of
CPA AM Sanwar Hossain, former
chief finance and accounts officer
Ahmed Abul Qashem, former
director Luthful Kabir, Ismail
Hossain Simen, son of former
shipping minister and BNP leader
Col (rewd) Akbar Hossain, Gatco

, direcrars Sycd Galib Ahmed, Syed

Tanveer Ahmed and AKM: Musa
Kajol and Akbar's wife [ahanara
Ansar and one Ehsan Yusuf,

In the case filed by ACC Deputy
Director Golam Shahriar
Chowdhury with the Tejgaon Police
Station, it was alleged that the
former prime minister and her son
influenced the tender process and
the CPA officials helped Gatco win
the tender even though a three-
member tender evaluation com-
mittee of the port termed Gatco
unfit forthe work.

A day alter the filing of the case,
joint forces, with an official of the
ACC, arrested Khaleda and Arafat
at their Dhaka Cantonment home.
Khaleda is now in a sub-jail, set up
an the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
premises,

"We want to listen to her
defence, regarding the graft
charges brought against her," said
an ACC official.

Sources said if the court allows
the ACC to quiz Khaleda then
members of the task forces of
NMational Co-ordination
Committee to Combat Crime and
Serious Corruption, including the
10 of the case, would quiz her,

Meanwhile, the ACC questioned
cight former senior officials of the
CPA regarding the case, The 10 of
the ease and inspector of Criminal
Investigation Deparument (CID)
MNurul Islam questioned them.

Sources said records and docu-
mentsregarding Gatco's work were
prepared at the CPA. The CPA
officlals who were involved with
this task have been interrogated by
the ACC, so that investigators could
know how the documents were
prepared and get other necessary
information.

Earller, the ACC quizzed five
former minister of BNP-Jamaat-led
coalition gavernment and several
former top bureaucrats regarding
the Gatcocase.

7 Bangladeshi
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want the bodies to be returned or
buried in Saudi Arabia.

Asked ahout compensation for
the victims, he said four of the
victims did not have residential
permits. “But we will try our best to
realise compensation from the
Saudiauthorities,” he added.

Fake visa
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On arrival at the Dubai Airport,
immigration authorities found the
62 Bangladeshis and the four
Mepalese carrying fake visas, They
were deported to Bangladesh in the
return flight.

Immigration authorities at
Chittagong Airport handed over
thedeportees to theairport police.

OfF the deportees, 33 hail from
Chittagongand 49 from Dhaka.

During interrogation, the
deportees disclosed the names of
16 recruiting agencies that sent
them abroad with a promise of
providing them with betterjobs.
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Mamun, brother
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the disgruntled general population
ofthe country.

The ACC investigation report
was prepared based on documents
collected from different govern-
ment and private institutions
including different sub-registry
offices of the land department,
income tax department, banks,
and Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA).
MAMUN'SWEALTH
Mamun began his career in 1991 as
a businessman investing only Tk
39,000, But in the five years
between 2001 and 2006 he made an
astronomical amount of Tk 141,74
crore, only Tk 30.7 lcrore of which
was found to be legal by the ACC.

Mamun's 9,000 shares in the
three industries are worth Tk 33.94
crore. Mamun and his wife also
own houses, lands, and fixed
deposit (FDR) accounts in
Bangladeshandabroad.

Mamun used to maintain 45
bank accounts at home and
abroad. He has Tk 26.32 crore in
three accounts with Natwest Bank
and City Bank in London and
Singapore respectively. He has 24
FDRaccountsin the Banani branch
of Dhaka Bank and seven in the
Banani branch of Dutch Bangla
Bank.

He owns a house in Uttara of the
capital, 10 kathas of land in
Gulshan of the city, several acres of
land in 15 areas of Cox's Bazar,
seven acres of land in 11 places at
Kaliakoir of Gozipur, and several
acres of land in Bhola. The esti-
mated value of the lands isTk 10.25
crore, according to the ACCreport.

Maurnn's wife Shahina Yeasmin
owns a house in Banani of the
capital, another three-storied
house in Chhayabithi area of
Gazipur, and two six-storied build-
ings in Baridhara and Dhanmaondi
areas of the capirtal.

Mostof the properties owned by
Mamun were bought between 2002
and 2003,

The ACC report estimated the
value of the lands owned by the
vouple at Tk 16 crore, which the
commission investigation found as
accumnulated illegally.

Mamun's wife has to her name
Tk 40.49 lakh in 20 bank accounts,
while the couple’'s two daughters
and a son have to their names Tk
76.50 lakh in three FDR accounts.

Meanwhile, five FDR accounts
were found under the name of one
Asaduzzaman, which the ACC
suspects i% actually Mamun's
account maintained by
Asaduzzaman

The ACC also found four joint
FDR accounts under the names of
Mamun and Kazi Babul.
MAMUN'S SHARES IN
BUSINESSES
Mamun owns 2,000 shares out of
total 10,000 shares of Channel 1,
the estimated worth of which is Tk
4,33 crore. He also owns 5,000
shares out of tota! 11,000 shares of
Denim Mills Lid, the worth of
which is Tk 24.88 crare, He owns
2,000 shares out of total 10,000
shares of Spinning Mills Ltd, worth
Tk 4.74 crore, according to the
income tax department.

The total wealth of Mamun
family including their cash, and
movitble and immovable proper-
ties is worth Tk 141.74 crore.
Mamun whitened Tk30.22 crore by
taking the opportunity of the gov-
ernment's schemes to let black
money be whitened at different
times. Legally earned wealth of
Mamun and his family stands at Tk
30.71crore while the illegally
earned wealth stands at Tk 11L3
crore, according to the ACCreport.

The ACC had issued a notice to
Mamun for submitting his wealth
statement in 72 hours of receipt of
the notice, but he failed to do so,
prompting Deputy Director of ACC
Akhter Hamid Bhuiyan to file a
non-submission case against
Mamun on April 5 under the ACC
Act and the Emergency Power
Rules 2007,

A special court sentenced
Mamun to three vears of imprison-
ment in connection with the case.
Assistant Director of ACC [brahim

30 killed
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lanting an IED (improvised
Eumh]" itsaid inastatement.

Pakistani military ruler Pervez
Musharraf girded yesterday for a
Supreme Court battle over whether
he can claim victory in a presiden-
tial vote, a confrontation which
could further destabilise the coun-
try.

The country's top court is how-
ever weighing up the legality of the
poll and whether Musharraf was
allowed to stand while keeping his
role as army chief, ruling on Friday
that the result cannot be confirmed
untilit decides.

A judgement against the gen-
eral, who grabbed power in a
bloodless coup in 1999, could push
Musharraf over the brink after
months of political turmoil and
make him declare martial law.

Musharraf late Sawurday
insisted that his "great victory” was
democratic, rejecting claims that
abstentions by former premier
Benazir Bhutto's party and resig-
nations by other opposition MPs
madeitillegitimate.

Musharraf has been under
mounting pressure to tackle al-
CQaeda and Taliban militants whom
Us officials allege have based
themselves in the tribal areas since
fleeing aver the Alghan border in
2001.

filed a case with Cantonment
police station against Mamun and
his wife tin May 8 this year for accu-
mulating wealth illegally. ACC
Assistant Director Tahsinul Hagque
investipated the case,

The Joint forces arrested
Mamun tom his Guishan resi-
dence on March 26 and he is in
Narsinghdijail now.

HAFIZ IBRAHIM .

The total wealth owned by tafiz
Ibrahim stands at Tk 30.67 crore
including his legal income and the
moneyhe and his wife whitened.

The ACC in its investigation
found that Hafiz [brahim's illegally
accumulated wealth is worth Tk
19.39 crore, Tk 9.49 crore of which
is under the name of his wife
MafruzaSultana.

Hafiz Ibrahim owns 542.17
decimals of land at Daulatkhan in
Bhola, 27 kathas of land in Dhaka,
and an acre in Cox's Bazar, while
his wife owns 48 decimals of land in
Bhola, over 13 kathas in Dhaka, and
about 10 decunals in Barisal.

Immovable properties owned
by Hafiz lbrahim include four
houses, while his wife owns three
houses. ‘Iwo of those houses were
built on government lands. The
houses are in Bholaand Dhaka.

The investigation also found
that Hafiz Ibrahim's wife spent
about Tk 20 lakh building only the
houndary wall around a land the
couple had bought, while they
spent Tk 40 lakh buying furniture
for a house they own in Barisal.

According to the income tax
department, Hafiz Ibrahim does
not have any savings while his wife
hasTk 16lakh saved.

Hafiz I[brahim has 27 FDR
accountsin 12 banks in the country
while his wife has 37 FDR accounts
in six banks. Mafruza owns a sports
utility vehicle, a car, and three CNG
run auto-rickshaws.

The report also mentioned that
Hafiz Ibrahim and his wife own an
NGO, the office of which was built
onagovernment land.

According to the income tax
department, Hafiz [brahim whit-
ened Tk 4 crore while his wife whit-
ened Tk 7 crore under SRO-2005.

The tax returns submitted by
Hafiz Ibrahim between 2001 and
2006 show that he has no savings as
he spent more than his income. He
was arrested by the joint forces on
February 26 this year.

Lobi
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the judge said Lobi would have o
serve 13 year§ i Ifllf s the convic-
tion would be implemented con-
secutively, notconcurrently.

Lobi and his wife were present
in the court when the judge pro-
nounced the verdict. Lobi was in
the dock while Khushnud was
sitting in a wheelchair in front of
the docksince shewasill.

Earlier, the police brought Lobi
to the court by a prison van from
Kashimpur jail and Khushnud by
an ambulance from Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
Hospital.

Judge Shahed read out the order
portion of the judgment after
examining the Investigation
report, depositions of 48 witnesses,
staterments of the two accused and
arguments of the prosecution and
the defencelawyers.

The prosecution lawyers later
told the media that Lobi has been
convicted for three years' impris-
onment under section 26(2) of the
ACC Act, which says if any person
submits any written statement or
provides any information that is
false or baseless, then that person
will be sentenced to a prison term
ofup to threeyears orafine orboth.
_ The former lawmaker has been
sentenced to 10 years' rigorous
imprisonment under section 27(1)
of the ACC Actaccording to whicha
person would be convicted if he or
she is found to have acquired
wealth through dishonest means.

Khushnud was convicted under
section 109 of the Penal Code and
section 27(1) of the ACC Act for
abetting her husband in commit-
ting the uifences..

ACC official Shirin Parveen filed
the case on March 21with Gulshan
Police Station against Lobi for
submitting false statement about
hiswealth,

In the first information report,
ACC Depiity Director Abu Sayeed,
also the investigation officer (10] of
the case, mentioned that Lobi has
Tk 22.25 crore as FDR in seven
accounts with Dhanmondi branch
of Premier Bank and Banani
branch of Bank Al Falah.

But Lobi gave information
about only Tk 7 crore in his wealth
statement. Fhesource ofincome of
the amount as mentioned in the
wealth statement wasalso false.

Accarding to the ACC investiga-
tiag, Lobi has wealth worth over Tk
36.67 crore. Of the total, Tk 24.97
crore is disproportionate with their
known sources ofincome.

In their wealth statement, they

concealed information about a

house at Gulshan-2, which is
owned by Lobi's wife, gold worth
over Tk 71 lakh and a BMW car.
The ACC pressed chacges
against Lobi and his wife in con-
nection with the case on June 17.

The 10 submitted the charge sheet

to the court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate in the afternoon of the
same day showing 34 people as
prosecution witnesses.

The charges were framed on
July 8.



