DHARA SUNDAY OCTOBER 7, 2007

Sﬁia militia leader
caught in Iraq

25 dead in operation

AP, Bﬂgfrdud

A Bhia milida leader accused of
foreibly remaving Sunnis from their
homes north of Baghdad was cap-
tured ina raid, while another opera-
tion in the same area left 25 people
dead, the US military said yesterday.

The commander was detained
Friday after US forces raided Khalis,
a Shia enclave of 150,000 people in
the valatile Diyala province some 50
miles north of Baghdad. The man
led agroup of20insurgents that was
allegedly responsible for a July
attack in which Sunniswere forcibly
removed and their homes and farms
were destroyed, the military said,
adding no one was killed or
wounded.

The commander, who was not
identified, also was suspected of
nmhushing a Sunni van driver,
shooting him and throwing his body
inthe Tigris River, the military said.

" Another pre-dawn raid Friday in
the same town killed at least 25
people after troops met a Ferce
barrage while hunting suspected
arms smugegling links between lran
and Shia militiamen. The military
described those killed in airstrikes
as fighters, bur village leaders said
the victims’included children and
ren protectingtheirhomes,

‘Friday, the US military said
it was investigating the deaths of

three civilians shot by American
sentries near an lraqi-manned
checkpoint [raql officlals said the
vietims were U.S.-allied guards and
were mistakenly rargeted. And on
Saturday, the decapitated bodies of
two members of an awakening
eouncil in [skandariyah, south of
Baghdud; were found. Both were
Sunnis.

While details could not be inde-
pendently confirmed, the reports
reflected rising concerns about
possible friendly fire killings and the
targeting of those who join vigi-
lante-style groups to fight extrem-
ists and fill the vacuum left by Iraq's
collapsingnadonal police force.

Such cfaims could hinder crucial
U.5. efforts to draw Sunnl and Shia
leaders into alliances against insur-
gent [actions such as al-Qaida in
Iraq.

[n Baghdad, meanwhile, a TS,
soldier was killed and three others
were wounded Saturday by a road-
side bombing while they were
taking part in a raid against sus-
pecied insurgents in the capital, the
LS. militarysaid inastatement.

Four Ameriean soldiers were
reported killed in earlier incidents
three Friday in roadside bombings
in Baghdad and near Beiji to the
north, and one Thursday in asmall-
arms attick in the capital, the
military said.

Govt to showcase

FROM PAGE 16

"The present caretaker givern-
mert has done a lot in curbing
corruption. If a review of the rank-
ing Is done, the country may str-
pass the median rate of many
indicators including that of con-
trolling, corruption,” the ERD
official said preferring anonymity.

The ERD, in the meantime, has
advised different ministries and
departments concerned to take
necessary actions for better perfor-
nrance on the MCA indicators, he
added.

During the ongoing talks, the
government will be highlighting its
significant contribugioh towards
the eradication of corruption and

‘establishing good governance, the

ERD official said.

The MCA asslstance
programme, with a mission to
reduce global poverty through the
promation of sustainable eco-
nomic growth in the recipient
countries, is funded by the United
States government and run by
Millennium €hallenge
Corparation (MCC).

Established in January 2004,
MCC is based on the principle that
aid is most effective when it rein-
forces good governance, econnmic

. freedom and investments in peo-

ple.

Before a country ¢an become
eligible to receive asgistance, MCC
looks at their performance on 16
independent and transparent
pulicy indicators and the selected
countries are eligible to receive
CompuctAssistance,

Countries that have demon-
strated significant improvement in
policy indicators, but do not yet
qualify for the Compact Assistance,
rnay be eligible for the assistance
titled Threshold Programme.

The Threshold Programme is a
smaller grant designed to help
improve performance on specific
indicators.

Since 2004, MCC has awarded
14 multiyear development grants
to countries that have involved
their communities in setting prior-
ities for their poverty reduction

USTR asks
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activities by 2008, sources said.

The USTR made the suggestion
during the public hearing held at
its office in Washington on Friday
following a petition by & US based
rights group, American Federation
of Labour and Congress of
Industrial Organisations (AFL-
cloy).

During the hearing, it alse
wanted to know how the Bepza
allows the activities of Workers
Representation and Welfare
Committee, which is responsible
for solving problems of the work-
ers. It also sought a list of such
committees,

~ The USTR also sought details of

elimination of child labour from
the shrimp processing plants in
Bangladesh.

It also requested Dhaka o pro-
vide suppnrting documents, which
can prave thart it acts in favour of
protecting humanrights.

" The AFL-CIO made four com-
plaints in its petition. These
dnelude violation of domestic and
imcmntﬁnnﬂy recogniséd work-

‘ers' rights in the EPZs in

Bangladesh, violation of domestic
labour Hl\\'?' and: mternat[nnally
xd labour standards in
, similar violations in
shrimp and fish processing indus-
tries, and violent actions by gov-
ernment security forces against
trade unionists, workers and

_labour rights groups.

goals. Seven of the grants, totalling
more than §2.4 billion, have been
made to African countries.

MCC is likely to sign a further
$2.2 hillion worth Compact
Assistance contracts with Burkina
Faso, Morocco, Namibia and
Tanzania -- resulting in a total
assistance of $4L6 billion in 11
African ndtions.

Electricity crisis
FROM PAGE 16

sustained due to shore supply of
gas and technical faults at genera-
tion units.

The present generation short-
age forced the power sector
authoritivs to resort to a load-
shedding of more than 1,000 MW
across the country.

Hawever, Load Dispatch Centre
ulficials claimed that the country-
wide load-shedding was about
700MW during the peak hours
yesterday.

The sources said a 210 MW
generation unit at Rawjan and
another unit at Mymensingh
remained closed due to gas crisis
while some other units were forced
to shut down due to technical faults
caused by the prevailing hot
weather.

Consumers in many areas
under the Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (Desa) faced load-
shedding as it could supply only
1,370 MW of electricity against the
demand forabout 1,800 MW

Ahout the frequent power out-
ages, Energy Adviser Tapan
Chowdhury sald the situation is
unilikely to improve before April
next when about 300 MW of elec-
tricity is likely to be added to the
national grid.

Lobi

FROM PAGE 16

The Lobi'couple amassed weaith
worth about Tk 25 crore, dispro-
portionate to their known sources
ofincome, the ACC alleged.

The joint forces arrested Lobi at
his Gulshan residence on February
6 while his wife at a city hospital on
June 26.

Tax ordinance

FROM PAGE 1

"amend the Grameen Bank

Ordinance 1983 allowing the bank
to extend its activities all over the
country, nat merely in rural areas.

As per the amended Grameen
Bank Ordinance, the government
share in the bank has been reduced
to 15 percent from 25 percent while
number of the government nomi-
nated members in the board of
directors of the bank has been
reduced to two from three.

The board of directors of the
bank, instead of the government,
will elect a chairman of the bank

fromamongits directors.

The meeting approved the Acid
Control (Amendment) Ordinance
2007 incorporating law secretary,
social welfare secretary and
Inspector General of Police (IGP) as
members of the Acid Control
Council.

[nt the amended Ordinance, the
Acid Control Council has been
given the authority to co-opt new
member.

The council also reviewed the
progress af transforming the T&T
Aoard inte company and directed
the ministry concerned to quickly
complete the formalities in this
regard.

Members of the Advisory
Council, the cabinet secretary and
other secretaries concerned
attended the meeting held ar the
Chief Adviser's Office.

Bangladeshi
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body would be flown back home by
today.

Earlier 80 workers staged hun-
ger strike last month on the pre-
mises of Bangladesh High
Commission in Kuala Lumpur after
the Malaysian company, PTC Asia
Pacific, which hired them for fac-
taryjobs failed to employ them.

On the night of September 15,
the Bangladeshi recruiting
agency's henchmen allegedly
attacked the workers following
which they were shifted to a church
in the Malaysian capital with the
help of police and a rights organi-
sation, Tenaganita, that works for
migrantworkers.

The workers were later accom-
modated in a house rented by the
same recruiting agency after a
Bangladesh delegation led by the
acting secretary of the Ministry of
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment,
Chowdhury, visited Malaysia,

The secretary also assured them
that they will be returned the
money they paid to the recruiting
agency for their Malaysia job once
flown back home.

Till October 5, only 25 of the
workers arrived in Dhaka though
Matin, the secretary, promised to
bring them back within October 5.
The top ministry official, however,
could not be contacted yesterday
for comment on the government's
failure to live up to its promise.

Those who disembarked on
October 5 include Azgar Ali of
Gaibandha, Sultan and Mehedi
Hasan of Bogra, Aynal of Savar,
Dhaka, Shahadat of Kushtia,
Maksed Ali Sarder of Naogaon, Al-
Amin of Faridpur, Masud Rana of
Tangail, Zia of Jessore and [brahim.

Tangail's Mirza Faruk and Al-
Amin of Naogaon arrived on
October 3, while Jahurul Islam of
Bogra and Selim of Comilla on
September28.

The returnees said thousands of
unemployed Bangladeshis are
languishing in Malaysia half-fed.

Khaleda
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Khaleda Zia, her younger son
Arafat Rahman Koko and 11 others
for their alleged irregularities in
awarding the contract to Gatco.
Meanwhile, detained former
health minister Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain was interro-
gated yesterday at Dhaka Central
lail gate in connection with the
case,

He was one of the members aof

the purchase committee that
awarded the container-handling
cantract to Gatco.

Sources said an investigation
team comprising ACC Deputy
Director Jahirul Huda and CID
Inspector Nurul Islam of Taskforce-
23 questioned Mosharraf for an
hour from 1:45pm to 2:45pm.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission has already ques-
tioned six former ministers, six
retired secretaries and one serving
additional secretary of the commu-
nications ministry in connection
with the case.

Ministries seek
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Sources said the government has
na plan to adjust the prices of the
products and utilities at the
moment. However some tempo-
rary measures will be taken to
minimise financial losses.

According to a government
plan, the central bank will provide
300 million dollars to three nation-
alised commercial banks for
importing petroleum products, the
sources added.

The ministries concerned may
also get some extra allacations for
subsidies according to their
requirements.

The government will review the
overall situation carly next yearand
take further actions, said the
sources.

FBCCI hails
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He said Truth Commission is nota
new, concept adding that many
countries including South Africa,
South Korea and Sri Lanka have
such commissions, which have
already fined many big business-
men.

The government last week
decided to set up a Truth
Commision to have confessions
from businessmen accused of
corruption with an aim to settle the
charges against them without
putting themon trial.

The FBCCI chief said corrup-
tion spread massively during the
previous political governments.
"We topped the list of corrupt
countries for six consecutive years
which was disgraceful for the
nation,” he said.

During that period, a group was
campelled to do corruption while
another quarter did it for greedi-
ness, he said adding, "In the
greed-driven corruption, there
was a nexus among the politi-
cians, businessmen and bureau-
crats.”

He urged the government to
conduct the ongoing anti-
corruption drive in a way so that it
does not hinder the country's
economic growth.

"We want to have an environ-
ment in the country in which peo-
ple will fear to indulge in corrup-
tion," the FBCCI president said.

Abdul Matin

TIB says
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study report did not say that all the
NGOs are corrupt. The report did
not measure the individual mnge
of corruption in individual NGOs
in relation to their sizes, ways of
getting funds, their ranges of work
and their locations. The report
even shows that the identified
problems don't exist in all the
surveyed NGOs. There was not any
sweeping comment on the NGO
sector.”

The TIB study titled "problems
of good governance in the NGO
sector: the way forward’ released
on October 4, noted that there is a
lack of transparency and account-
ability in the sector as well as some
serious irregularities.

The Study took into account
activities of 20 NGOs operating in
different districts in the six divi-
slonsofthe country, one of which is
an international NGO, while eight
are national NGOs and 11 are
localised NGOs.

The publication of the study
elicited mixed reaction from the
development community.

Dr [ftekhar said in the release
that the methodology used for the
research is scientific and widely
accepted. Data were collected
through interviews with NGO
officials of different levels, from
case studies and focus group dis-
cussions (FGD), and thraugh inter-
views with the main sources of
information. "So it is absolutely
logical to have a perception on the
sector's problems in good gover-
nance and its nature, through the
scientifically extracted data on 20
chosen NGOs."

The release went on saying, TIB
thinks that the NGOs have been

playing an important role in
national development of
Bangladesh including poverty
reduction, non-formal education,
health, empowerment of woinen,
and the environment.
Transparency and good gover-
nance in the important supple-
mentary development sector of the
government is essential for the
sake of its own credibility and
sustainability.

TIB carried out the research as a
part of this sector itself, with a view
to provide the sector with a set of
recommendations for removing
the hindrances to good governance
and to create a space for self inves-
tigation,

ADAB REACTION

Meanwhile, the Association of
Development Agencies in
Bangladesh (Adab) in a separate

-news release yesterday lambasted

the TIB report claiming that the
report had labelled 80 percent of
the total 47,000 NGOs in the coun-
tryas corrupt.

"The methodology used in the
study is faulty and information
gathered from a faulty research
cannot be acceptable,”" said the
Adab release signed by its Director
Aminul Islam. A composite picture
of the vast sector cannot be per-
ceived on the basis of a survey ofa
mere 20 organisations, the Adab
directorsaid in the release.

When Bangladeshi NGOs are
earning international repute and
ditferent countries are expressing
interest in using the Bangladeshi
model in poverty reduction there,
such a report from TIB will defi-
nitely have a negative impact on
the NGO activities, he said.

Truth Commission

FROMPAGE1

BBC World Service Trust in con-
junction with the BBC Bengali
Service organised the event mod-
erated by Kamal Ahmed of BBC
Bengali Service.

Law Adviser Mainul Hosein on
October 3 said the government is
going to set up a body, styled as
"Truth Commission,” to receive
confessional testimony of busi-
nessmen accused of corruption
withr an aim to give corrupt busi-
nessmen achance notto face arrest
or undergo trial by surrendering
their ill-gotten wealth or paying
financial penalty to the govern-
ment.

“The Truth Commission should

'ugger -mI Elrcuﬂsiancus I wilt

never be Iogical Laws could never
be formulated for special quar-
ters,” Hamid, also a former speaker
of the parliament, said. He, how-
ever, observed that such commis-
sionshould be formed forall.

The caretaker government
should take account of wealth of all
former lawmakers and ministers of
the lastseven parliaments since the
Liberation War and publish a white

" paper on the corruption of politi-
‘cians and only then the anti-

corruption drive by the govern-
ment would be successful, the AL
leader observed.

Ashraf Hossain observed that if
punishment is reduced after con-
fessions of wrongdoings or erimes,
then crime would not be called
crime anymore, Echoing Hamid,
the BNP leader said that if such a

commission is set up for special
quarters, the importance of the
customary laws would be
degraded.

Anisul Islam Mahmud said that
the economy of the country could
nat be kept vibrant by giving shel-
ter to the corrupt businessmen
through setting up Truth
Commission, "Formation of Truth
Commission for special quarters
will never be good for the future of
the country,” Mahmud, a former
foreign minister, said,

Mahmud observed that the
arrest of the corrupt businessmen
did not make any impact on the
soaring prices of the e&sent[ais as

erers theregds, no invel
bilsilfehmen ds
included in the ACC's frcsh corrupt
suspect list with the commodity
trade.

Prof Sadeka Halim obsegved
that the Truth Commissions in
other countries usually hear the
victims of human rights violation.
"We will have to be very careful so
that corruption is not reinforced
through formation of the commis-
sion," the DU professor said add-
ing that the Truth Commission
could be setup inline with creating
theoffice of orbudsman as per the
constitution.

The speakers blamed local and
Malaysian recruiting agencies and
a section of dishonest government
officials and employees of both
countries for the indefinite freeze
by the Malaysian government on
hiring workers from Bangladesh.

Bogra arms haul
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"Once the proceedings start, we
will take steps for further investiga-
tion into the case,” he told The
Daily Star on Wednesday.

Kahalu police on the night of
June 27 recovered 62,100 bullets
and 115kg RDX explosives under
stacks of pineapples in an
unclaimed truck parked close o a
brick kiln of Yasin Ali in Jogarpara
village in Kahalu.

After a large-scale search the
next day, the police recovered more
bullets and explosives, totalling
99,999 bullets and 174kg RDX from
dilferent areas of Kahalu and
Dupchachia.

The investigators have not yet
succeeded in detecting the people
behind the scenes, the destination
of the seized ammunition and the
motive for the build-up.

The charge sheets came under
sharp criticism as investigation
officer CID's Assistant
Superintendent of Police Munshi
Atiqur Rahman submitted them
ratherhurriedly.

Inthe charge sheets, he named a
few petty leaders of the front
organisations of the then opposi-
tion Awami League (AL) that raised
the question if it was possible for
such low-profile political leaders to
smuggle in such a huge amount of
bullets and explosives.

The chargesheeted are local
Awami Krishak League activist
Akhlaqur Rahmai, his wife Anwara
Begum Bithi, truck driver Altu Mia,
Ashish Kumar Burman and Bogra
Jubo League leader Atiqur Rahman
Dulu, Akhlaqur Rahman has been
absconding since filing of the
cases,

All the charge sheets say the
ammunition and explosives were
smuggled into Bangladesh under
the supervision of leaders of the
then main opposition Awami
League. The charge sheets blamed
the AL leaders for conspiting to

- unseat the government by spread-

ingdisorder.

However, the investigating
officer could not specifically men-
tionanyALleader'sname.

The court recorded statements
of three arrestees under section
164, but none of them mentioned
thenamesofthesmugglers. -

Police said the findings in the
charge sheets are almost the same,
but the first information reports
(FIR), statements of the witnesses
and the charge sheets differ from
each other,

According to the FIRs of two
cases, Mozam Monddl saw Pintu
and Sohel at the brick kiln on the
night of June 27 and Mozam called
out another witness Altaf as the
conversations between Pintu and
Sohelseemed suspicious.

Challenged by Mozam and
Alraf, Pintu claimed that the truck
was loaded with machine parts,
which would be kept in a friend's
house because of hartal the next
day.

The FIRs said Mozaim and Altaf
informed Dupchachia police upon
resistance from Pintu when they
wanted to see what was inside the
truck.

However, the charge sheets say
Mozam and Altaf and other villag-
ers together questioned Pintu and
he said Jubo League leader Atiqur
Rahman Dulu sent the machine
partsin the truck.

The FIRs say Altaf informed the
police station but the charge sheets
say he saw sacks full of bullets in
the truck and the accused fled afl:er
heshouted.

Police said the statements of thB-
witnesses claiming to have seen

pineapples used to cover the

ammunition and explosives raised
suspicion. The site where the truck
was parked was dark and the sacks
were tied, so Altaf could not have
seen the bullets inside, the police
explained.

Ilhug_
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LDC council

FROM PAGE 1
[ftekhar assured that Bangladesh
would attach highest priority to
uphold theinterest of LDCs.
‘Talking to media, the foreign
adviser expressed his happiness for
being elected to lead the group of
50 LDCs. "It's a challenge too, [am
aware of its immense responsibility
and [ firmly believe that we have
thatability," he said.

Delwar
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beihg the party secretary general
appointed by the chairperson.

On Friday, Bhuiyan, who is
working to implement reforms in
the party, urged BNP men to
unite, irrespective of their opin-
ions, with an aim to participate in
the nextelections.

Asked about the possibility of
sitting with the expelled sceretary
general for talks, he dismissed
any such possibility and, said he
cannot have discussions with
Bhuiyan on party affairs, as he is
nobodyin the party now,

Raising questions about the
Anti-corruption Commission's
list of suspected corruptionists,
Delwar said he cannot fathom
who are preparing such lists, why
and howtheyare doingit.

Replying to a query he said
nothing would happen to inside
the party without the go-ahead of
the chairperson.

Delwar also questioned the
motive behind. the proposed
Truth Commission. He alleged
one of the purposes of the com-
mission could be to pardon BNP
leaders and workers on condition
of not participating in the elec-
tions. |

Earlier, leaders and workers of
Sirajganj BNP expressed their
solidarity with the present BNP
secretary general, However, the
local leaders engaged in push and
shoves among thgmselves over
taking seats in the room during
the pressbriefing,

Sajeda
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Sajeda saiditis being done under a
planned design to silence the voice
of ALleaders and workers.

'I have the right to know of my
offence. Is it my offence to oppaose
Rajakars?"

Sajeda said she was implicated
in corruption clarge based on the
statement of arrested chief conser-
Amtos ol forese Osmn Gani whom
she Stspended orf tharges theft
and corruption while she was the
minister for forest and environ-
ment.

She admitted that as a minister
she gave jobs to many unemployed
people but not in exchange for
money.

Flood-friendly
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academicsession," he added.

This year, most of the flood-
affected institutions are yet to
resume educational activities,
resulting in dropouts of many poor
students, said Selim Bhuiyan,
coordinator of Shikkhak
Karmachari Oikya Jote, a platform
of eight organisations of non-
government teachers and employ-
ees, .

"As Bangladestiis a flood-prone
country, we should maintain a
flood-friendly academic calendar.
Our students won't be victimised
by floods any more if the annual
exams end before July," he added.

Education Joint Secretary (Sec-
ondary) Nazrul Islam Khan admit-
ted that academic session should
beintroduced considering Hoods.

"We'll consider the idea and
discuss it with academicians and
concerned people if a formal pro-
posal is tabled," he told The Daily
Star.

He however pointed out that
scheduled vacation for students
should be given based on regional
atmospheres and demands so that
students’ studies are not ham-
pered,

"The summer vacation or other
long-term holidays may be issued
during August-September in the
flood-prone areas,” he said.

This year, over 10,000 cduca-
tional institutions in 39 districts
were submerged or made flood
shelters during flood attacks. The
authorities were forced to keep
those institutions closed and post-
pone schoals’ second term exami-
nations,

According to the Ministry of
Food and Disaster Management,
educational institutions housed
most of the 1,812 flood shelters
opened by the government this
year.

Apart from that, flooding has
damaged 557 educational institu-
tions completely and 7,565 others
partially, sources in the flood con-
trol centre said.

Most of the food-affected
schools are situated in northern
and northeastern districts, espe-
cially in Sirajganj, Munshiganj,
Rajbari, Faridpur, Comilla, Bogra,
Pabna, Gaibandha, Nilphamari,
Kurigram, Sharfatpur, Rangpur,
Manikganj, Sunamganj, and
Madaripur.

Facilities in many educational
establishments in these districty
were also damaged by flood vie-
tims, said sources at the education
ministrv.

US warns
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been carried out by the Burmese
regime against its own people,” he
told the council, using Myanmar's
former name.

If the junta doesn't respond to
the demands of the international
community, he warned, "the US i
prepared to introduce a resolution
in the Security Council imposing
sanctions,” citing a possible arms
embargo,

But China and Russia remain
opposed to council action, saying
the situation in Myanmar is an
internal affair that does not
threaten [nternational pm(:e and
SeCuUrity.

China's UN Ambassador Wang
Guangya called on the Security
Council to exercise restraint and
reiterated his country's vpposition
to pressuring Myanmar through
such measures as sanctions.

"Pressure would not serve any
purpose and would only lead to
confrontation,” Wang said. "If the
situation in Myanmar takes a worse
turn because of external interven-
tion it will be the people of the
country whowill bear the brunt."

Russia's UN Ambassader Vitaly
Churkin said his government has
called an the junta o implement
democratic reforms. The Securiry
Council's job, he said, "is to con-
tinue lending political support to
the efforts of Gambari."

Myanmar's UM ambassador,
Kyaw Tint Swe, also urged against
Security Council action, saying his
country was committed to forging
ahead with national reconciliation.

"Patience, time and space is
needed," he said. "Despite the
recent tragic events, the situation
in Myanmar is not, and [repeat not,
a threat to either regional or inter-
national peace and security. No
Security Council action is war-
ranted."

Kyaw Tint Swe said stability had
returned to his country and people
have been holding peaceful, pro-
government railies "to demon-
strate their aversion to recent,
provocative “demonstrations.”
Critics say such rallies are shams,
filled with people ordered to attend
by authorities,

In his speech to the council,
Gambarl urged Myanmar's mili-
tary rulers to take steps toward
democracy and quickly start talks
with detained pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

“This is an hour of historic

~upportunity for Myanmar,"

Gambari satd. "To delay the pros-
pect of a peaceful; prosperous and
democratic Myanmar Is to deny if
ta those who deserve it most, the
peopleof Myanmar."

Gambari said he was "cau-
tivusly encouraged” that the coun-
try's military ruler, Senior Gen.
Than Shwe, said he would meet
with Suu Kyi, with certain condi-
tions, Those include giving up her
calls for confronting the govern-

Musharraf
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were small protests in southern
Karachicity.

The president, who is also army
chief, had hoped for a smooth poll
before his plan to restare civilian
rule to this chronically unstable
country of 160 million people on
the front line of the US-lead "war
onterror”

But the courr, which hasbeen at
loggerheads with Musharraf since
he tried to sack the chief justice in
March, pastponed the official
result until it has resolved appeals
against his eligibility and the legal-
ityafthe vote itself,

The government however
insisted Musharraf's victory was
valid.

"It is a clear-cut victory, legally,
constitutionally, morally and
politically,” Raillways Minister
Sheikh Rashid, one of Musharral's
closestadvisers, told AFR

The president had bolstered his
position Friday by giving Benazir
an amnesty on graft charges. The
move paves the way for a power-
sharing deal ahead of her home-
comingonOctober 18,

Benazir in turn withdrew a
threat for her MPs to quit, a move
that would have robbed the vate of
legitimacy.

"We cannat vote for a president
in uniform, we will abstain," said
presidential cindidate Fahim.

The court decision means
Musharraf could be still be disqual-
ified weeks after the poll -- height-
ening instability after months of
turmoil and Islamist violence and
possibly pushing the president
towards martial law.

It could delay former com-
mando Musharraf's plans to shed
his military role -- a position he has
said is vital for fighring al-Qaeda --
and finally become a civilian ruler
before hetakes theoathofoffice.

He had promised to do so by
November 15 when his term ends
and was expected to do it much
carlier, possibly by Monday, but
may now feel he needs the army
behind him in case of a hostile
court ruling.

The transition to civilian rule is
seen as a crucial step ahead of
general elections that are due by
early 2008.

Musharraf's atternpt to sack the
chiel justice badly damaged his
pupularity and sparked mass
protests, and at the same time the
country is also suffering extremist
\-'iolem:c_

1-Qaeda leader Usama bin
Latfen urged Pakistanis in a recent
video to rise up and wage holy war
apgninst Musharraf, au;knw Afs
of a possible militant backlash
during the election.

'—-s

ment and for fmp sanctions
against it, Myanm ﬂl!fn media
said.

Gambari stressed; h_ow'&ver, lhat
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon has called for talks without
any preconditions to overcome
“the high level of mistrust”
between Than Shweand Suu Kyi.

"From mv own Eonversations
(with Suu Kyil, she gpprears to be
very anxous o have @ proper
dialogue and, ofcourse, a dialogue
that the secretary-generai has
characterized as withotit precondi-
tions because that would be the
best way to move [orward. Just start
talking,” Gambari told reporters
afterward.

Gambari said hc has been
invited to return to Myanmar in
mid-November but may try to go
earlier. Ban sent Gambari to
Myanmar last week after troops
quasherd the protests with gunfire
and detained hundreds of people.
The government said 10 people
were killed, but dissident groups
put the death toll at up to 200-and
say 6,000 people were detained,
including thousands of monks,

Myanmar's ambassador said
Friday that 2,095 detainees had
heen released, including 728
monks, and that more releases will
Follow.

The US, Britain and France
circulated a dralt presidential
statement Friday that would wel-
come Gambari's mission, condem
the government's "violent repres-
sion” of peaceful demonstrations,
and call for the immediate release
of all detainees and political pris-
oners, Including Suu Kyi, to pro-
mote "genuine reconciliation,
dialogue and democratisation."

The draft staternent, which the
council is expecred to,discuss next
week, supports a dialogue between
the government and opposition
"without conditions.”

Myanmar's junta ook power in
1988 after crushing the democracy
movement led by Suu Kyi. In 1990,
itrefused to hand over power when
Suu Kyi's party, the National
League for Democracy, won a
landslide election victory. Sun Kyi
has been detained for nearly 12 of
the last |8 years and is currently
under house arrest.

The current protests began Aug.
19 after the government hiked fuel
prices In one of Asia's poorest
cauntries, The protests were falter-
ing when Buddhist monks took the
lead late last month.

T it R e
BSF kills 1
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returning to Bangladesh
india. He died onthe spot.

BSF tookiwaythebady.

In a letter to BSF BDR
condemened the killing and asked
them toreturn the body.

Biman
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have extra capacity to serve during
October-December, the tesponse
will be positive.

Replying to a question, he sald,
“When there was justifiable basic
traffic load, Biman never objected
to foreign airfines inereasing their
flights to and from Bangladesh."

About their immediate plan to
procure aircraft, Momen said,
"Himan is now passing through a
consolidation phase, It needs four
aircraft. On the short term, we
prefer ACMU diy lease/lease with
option to purchase.”

Asked about hajj flight opera-
tion, the MD replied, "Despite
Biman's unwillingness to be the air
transporter for hajj pilgrims, the
government has entrusted it with
this responsibility. We are yet to
know the actual number of pil-

from

+grims. We have meanwhile chalkad

out our programme too carry
approximately 40 thousand pil-
grims with two leased [n aircralt
and one dedicated Biman aiveraft."

On Biman's present financial
condition, he said, "It entered a
state of bankruptcy years ago.
Insiders of Biman and its
sympathisers outside could have
received the ultimate shock of
Biman elosure in August 2006 amid
the threat of its aircraft being
impounded in foreign airports
because of huge exiernal liabilitics.
An equity support of Tk. 150 crore
fram the governmenrslightly eased
the situation while the debt burden
at that point was close to Tk 2,000
crore.”

About appointing & new opera-
tor for Biman, Momen said, "Oper-
ator is available for horel-chains.
Aviation has it in a different way -
strutegic partnership, manage-
ment contract etc, Biman Board is
examining the issueand willdecide
on it. They are also working on
appointing the right CEO with
adequate experience and a good
track record of success.”

Turning Biman'into a PLC is a
welcome move towards corporati-
sation and it is also a test ¢ase for
Biman as well as ather state (lwnl.'ti
enterprises now
change.

“Biman's bei
positive step for
simultaneously §
commercialisatig

privatisation, [& ho l}' to
assess any impa llutﬁl’i felt
that Biman is freed from

procedural lnrf'r'fl!ntfbﬂ ufg:wem
ment and operational interfer-
V' said the MDD
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